1905.
NEW ZEALAND.

REPORTS OF LANDS COMMITTEE.

(MR, HOGG, CHAIRMAN.)

Presented to the House of Representatives, and ordered to be printed.

ORDER OF REFERENCE.

Extract from the Journals of the House of Representatives.
WEDNESDAY, THE 28tH DAY oF Junz, 1905.

Ordered, ““ That Standing Order No. 218 be suspended, and that a Comnittee, consisting of eighteen members, be
appointed to consider all Bills and petitions that may be introduced into this House affecting the lands of the Crown,
and to report generally upon the principles and provisions which they contain ; the Committee to have power to ecall
for persons, papers, and records; five to be a quorum : that the Committee consist of Mr. Bennet, Mr. Buchanan,
Mr. Ell, Mr. Flatman, Mr. Graham, Mr. Hall, Mr. Harding, Mr. Hogg, Mr. Jennings, Mr, Lang, Mr. Laurenson, Mr.
Lawry, Mr. R. McKenzie, Mr. J. W. Thomson, Mr. Vile, Mr. Witty, Mr. Wood, and the mover.”—(Hon. Mr. DuNcan.)
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REPORTS.

Nos. 385, 386, and 387.—Petitions of C. F. Bury and 8 Others; R. Y. KernNoman and 23 Others;
and G. R. RupprrL and 15 Others, of Mangakahia.

PrririoNErs pray that the loading on the Mangakahia and Tutamoe lands be expended on roading
those lands.

[ am directed to report that the Commitiee urges the Government to proceed with the roading
of the settled country, in accordance with the prayer of the petitions, as speedily as possible.

4th October, 1905, . '

No. 417.—Pstition of Francis Barss, Matawhero, Poverty Bay.

PerrrionNsr prays that a revaluation for rental purposes be made of Section 14, Willows Settlement,
Turanganui.

I am directed tc report that the Commitiee has no recommendation to make as regards rent.
With reference to the complaint about the drainage, it considers this must be adjusted between
the petitioner and the local authority.

4th October, 1905.

No. bbl.—Petition of H. D. Bucnavan and 130 Others, Little River.

PrrrrroNers pray that the Government acquire from the Natives at Little River land of sufficient
area for the establishment of a village settlement, at the same time setting apart a few acres for a
recreation reserve,

I am directed to report that the Committee recommiends that the petition be referred to the
Government for favourable consideration, and that, with a view to the individualisation of the
Native titles, a sitting of the Native Land Court be arranged at an early date.

24th October, 1905.

Nos. 382, 383, and 384.—Petitions of C. F. BvrL and 10 Others, Upper Mangakahia; R. Y.
Keenowman and 24 Others, Mangakahia; and G. K. RuppeLL and 17 Othars, Mangakahia.

PeririoNers pray that the Oue Forest Reserve be thrown open for settlement.

I am directed to report that the Comimittee recommends that the petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

24th October, 1905.

No. 243.—Petition of E. H. Burron and 20 Others, Matamata, Auckland.

PeritionErs pray for refund of rent charged to Matamata settlers for the period preceding the date
they were allowed to occupy their land.

I am directed to report that your Committee considers that, even if warned that immediate
possession could not be given, the petitioners should not be called upon to payv rent before the date
they were placed in possession. Your Committee therefore recommends that the petition be referred
to Government for favourable consideration.

bth September, 1905.

No. 187.-—Petition of W. J. GEe and 21 Others, Cheviot.

PeriTioNers pray for legislation giving them the same tenure as holders of grazing-runs under the
Land Act. )

I am directed to report that the Committee recommends that the petition be referred to
Government for favourable consideration.

5th September, 1905.

Nos. 138 and 262.-—Petitions of T. GiLomrisT and 389 Others, and Perer McDonatp and 120
Others, of Roughridge and Poolburn, Central Otago.

PeriTiOoNERS pray that the Blackstone Hill, Home Hills, Idaburn, and Lauder Runs be resumed
and cut up for closer settlement. '

T am directed to report that your Committee is of opinion that owing to the probable cost of
sesumption it would be unwise to interfere with the runs referred to in the petition until the
syisting leases expire, when the properties can, if considered advisable, be dealt with as a whole.

3ed October, 1905,
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No. 355.—-Petition of J. M. Morris and 45 Others, Haunui, Alfredton.

PETiTIONERS pray that the Tiraumea Estate at Alfredton be acquired for closer settlement.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommends that the petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

3rd October, 1905.

Nos. 28 and 80.—Petitions of M. A. O’Suea and Another, of Rawhitiroa; and Jouny WaLsH, of
Eltham.
Perrrioners pray for amendment of ‘‘ The Rotokare Domain Act Repeal Act, 1903,”’ and compen-
sation for loss through the passing thereof.
I am directed to report that the Committee recommends that the petitions be referred to

Government for consideration.
11th August, 1905.

No. 294.—Petition of WiLLiaM Puirnnips and 147 Others, Whakatane.

PeririoNgrs pray that the Waimana Estate be compulsorily acquired and made available for settle-
ment in dajry-farm areas at an early date.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that it is most undesirable that land
suitable for close settlement, and for which the Land Purchase Board is prepared to give a fair
price, should be systematically held locked up against settlement by the Assets Realisation Board,
and strongly recommends that the land be at once acquired under the provisions of the Land for
Settlements Act

3rd October, 1905.

No. 202.—Petition of Saran ANNE Ruopes and Another, Wellington.

PeririonErs pray-that a Crown grant be issued for certain lands.

I am directed to report that your Committee, having carefully considered the petition and
also the evidence submitted, considers that, as the question at issue deals with the relative rights of
a municipal body and certain property-owners, the proper course has been followed in bringing
it before a judieial tribunal; it is also of opinion that, in view of the fact that a missing document
has been discovered in one of the Government offices since the case was first tried, facilities should
be afforded the petitioners to again bring their case before the Courts. [Vide Appendix 1.-5a.]

4th October, 1905.

No. 75.—Petition of the Mavor, CounciLLors, and Burcesses of Tapanui.

PeririoNERs pray that the title to certain lands in Tapanui be vested in the borough.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommends that the petition be referred to the
Government for consideration.

8th August, 1905.

No. 153.-—Petition of Fairrierp TroMpPsoN, Aorangi, Wellington.

PrriTiONER prays for payment of costs in connection with his lease in perpetuity.

I am directed to report that, in view of the fact that on appeal the Chief Justice and a jury
found that the petitioner had been wrongfully deprived of his leasehold and had reinstated him in
possession, the Committee recommends that the petition be referred to the Government for favour-
able consideration as regards the actual costs incurred by the petitioner in maintaining what the
Supreme Court decided to be his legal rights.

5th September, 1905.

Nos. 128 and 1284.—Petitions of TroMas Ussuer and Avcusra S. Ussuer (his wife), Karanga-
hape, Auckland.
PrrrrioNErs pray for compensation for shortage of land in certain sections in Karangahape Parish.
I am directed to report that the Committee recommends that petitioners be allowed compensa-
tion for the deficiency in their Crown grants, either in land, or, if they prefer it, in cash.
Tth September, 1905.

Approxcemate Cost of Paper—Preparation, not given ; printing (1,425 copies), £2.

By Authority: Joun Mackay, Government Printer, Wel'ington.—1905.
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