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The principal obligations undertaken mutually by the high contracting parties are those of

maintaining a strict neutrality in the event of either of them becoming involved in war, and of
coming to one another's assistance in the event of either of them being confronted by the opposi-
tion of more than one hostile Power.

Under the remaining provisions of the Agreement, the high contracting parties undertake that
neither of them will, without consultation with the other, enter into separate arrangements with
another Power to the prejudice of the interests described in the Agreement, and that whenever
those interests are in jeopardy they will communicate with one another fully and frankly.

The concluding article has reference to the duration of the agreement, which, after five years,
is terminable by either of the high contracting parties at one year's notice.

His Majesty's Government have been largely influenced in their decision to enter into this
important contract by the conviction that it contains no provisions which can be regarded as an
indication of aggressive or self-seeking tendencies in the regions to which it applies. It has been
concluded purely as a measure of precaution, to be invoked, should occasion arise, in the defence
of important British interests. It in no way threatens the present position or the legitimate
interests of other Powers. On the contrary, that part of it which renders either of the high con-
tracting parties liable to be called upon by the other for assistance can operate only when one of
the allies has found himself obliged to go to war in defence of interests which are common to both,
when the circumstances in which he has taken this step are such as to establish that the quarrel
has not been of his own seeking, and when, being engaged in his own defence, he finds himself
threatened not by a single Power, but by a hostile coalition.

His Majesty's Government trust that the Agreement may be found of mutual advantage to the
two countries, that it will make for the preservation of peace, and that, should peace unfortunately
be broken, it will have the effect of restricting the area of hostilities.

I am, &c,
Lansdownb.

Sub-enclosure.
Agreement between Great Beitain and Japan, signed at London, 30th January, 1902.

The Governments of Great Britain and Japan, actuated solely by a desire to maintain the status
quo and general peace in the extreme East, being moreover specially interested in maintaining the
independence and territorial integrity of the Empire of China and the Empire of Corea, and
in securing equal opportunities in those countries for the commerce and industry of all nations,
hereby agree as follows :—

Article I.
The high contracting parties, having mutually recognised the independence of China and of

Corea, declare themselves to be entirely uninfluencedby anyaggressive tendencies in either country.
Having in view, however, their special interests, of which those of Great Britain relate principally
to China, while Japan, in addition to the interests which she possesses in China, is interested in a
peculiar degree politically, as well as commercially and industrially, in Corea, the high contracting
parties recognise that it will be admissible for either of them to take such measures as may be
indispensable in order to safeguard those interests if threatened either by the aggressive action of
any other Power, or by disturbances arising in China or Corea, and necessitating the intervention
of either of the-high contracting parties for the protection of the lives and property of its subjects.

Article 11.
If either Great Britain or Japan, in the defence of their respective interests as above de-

scribed, should become involved in war with another Power, the other high contracting party will
maintain a strict neutrality, and use its efforts to prevent other Powers from joining in hostilities
against its ally.

Article 111.
If, in the above event, any other Power or Powers should join in hostilities against that ally,

the other high contracting party will come to its assistance, and will conduct the war in common,
and make peace in mutual agreement with it.

Article IV.
The high contracting parties agree that neither of them will, without consulting the other,

enter into separate arrangements with another Power to the prejudice of the interests above
described.

Article V.
Whenever, in the opinion of either GreatBritain or Japan, the above-mentioned interests are

in jeopardy, the two Governments will communicate with one another fully and frankly.

Article VI.
The present Agreement shall come into effect immediately after the date of its signature, and

remain in force for five years from that date.
In case neither of the high contracting parties should have notified twelve months before the

expiration of the said five years the intention of terminating it, it shall remain binding until the
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