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__ In the next table the average attendance in each education district is shown
in detail by a statement of the aggregate attendance at each group of schools
under the classification in Table J.

The number of small schools, with an average attendance not exceeding 20,
has increased by 13, from 486 to 499.

TABLE J1.—AVRRAGE ATTENDANCE FOR THE YEAR 1902 AT THE SCHOOLS AS GROUPED IN TABLE J.
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During the year 1902, 40 schools were closed —viz., in Auckland, 5;
Wanganui, 1; Wellington, 6; Hawke’s Bay, 2; Marlborough, 8; Nelson, 3;
Westland, 3; North Canterbury, 2; South Canterbury, 1; Otago, 7; and
Southland, 2. These were all small schools, and were closed, generally speaking,
for ordinary reasons connected with movements of the population.

Owing to the constitution of the new County of Egmont out of portions of
the Counties of Taranaki and Hawera, it became necessary, under “ The Educa-
tion Districts Act, 1882,” to redefine the Education Districts of Taranaki and
Wanganui. An order was accordingly made by His Excellency the Governor in
Council, and the new county was thereby declared to be comprised in the District
of Taranaki, in consequence of which three schools were transferred to that
distriet which had previously been in the District of Wanganui.

PusLig-scHoor. TEACHERS.

In December, 1902, there were employed in the public schools of the colony
8,704 teachers ; of these, 2,957 were adults and 747 pupil-teachers: the corres-
ponding numbers for December, 1901, were 2,668 adults and 955 pupil-teachers.
Of the adult teachers at the end of 1902, 1,272 were men and 1,685awere women ;
of the pupil-teachers, 143 were male and 604 female. The number of adult male
teachers was 50, and of adult female teachers 239, more than in December, 1901 ;
and the number of male pupil-teachers was 41 less, and of females 167 less, than
at that period. Most, in fact nearly all, of the pupil-teachers displaced have
during the year received appointments as assistant teachers. The average
number of children in attendance tofone teacher during the year 1902 was 30-7.
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