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Missing Letters.
809 inquiries for letters and 694 for otherarticles alleged to have been posted and not delivered

were made during 1899. In 381 of the inquiries for .letters and 408 for other articles—over one-
half the total number—the investigations by the department resulted in the missing articles
being traced or accounted for. These may be summarised as follows :—

Number of " Traced ' Gases.
Letters. Other Articles. Pound to have been

37 39 ... Missent, misdelivered, or otherwise delayed through fault of Post
Office.

39 42 ... Delayed in delivery through fault of addressees.
29 32 ... Not posted.
26 28 ... Posted later than advised ; forwarded by slower routes than letters

of advice, &c.
56 60 ... Defectively or wrongly addressed.
59 63 ... Mislaid or lost after delivery.
27 29 ... Returned through Dead-letter Office as unclaimed, &c.

108 115 ... Delivered. Eeason for inquiry not given, but probably in most cases
omission by addressees to acknowledge receipt.

381 408
Registered Letters.

The number of registered articles dealt with in 1899, compared with the numbers in 1890,
1897, and 1898, is shown below:—

Inland Mails.
The general reletting of tenders for the triennium 1900-2 took place at the end of 1899.

The prosperous state of trade and the high price of produce at the time gave reason to suppose
that a considerable increase in the cost would be shown. The accepted tenders for the services
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Intercolonial.
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International.
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