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The reflex satng aperations of the circumstances described in the foregoing was that the
sustion dredger © Kifeen Ward,” the prime vessel of the Department’s dredging fleet, was only able
to it from the bar during the year some 352,000 cubic yards of material, as compared to 509,000 cubic
yarvss the previous year. However, carly in the year another dredge crew was added to the Department’s
and the mmalloy bar dredger  Rabi Seddon ” was operated in supplementation, and assisted
“iifeen Wan ting some 138,000 cubic yards from the entrance arca, making a total for the
) against 560,000 cubic yards the previous year, and a total exceeded
enly on fwo oecasions during tho previous thirteen years,

O the cther hand, the dredgers nientioned, on all other occasions when they were able to, worked
in the ris 7, eni Hifted together therefrom just on an additional 200,000 cubic yards of
dredgings, together with sume 76,000 cubic yards lifted by the bucket dredger ““ Maui ” from the upper
wirwe

The total quantity dredged from the harbour and bar arcas during the year was 765,000 cubic
yards, as compared with 675,000 cubic yards during 1943-44, and again, except for one occasion, the
ighest yearly twing result for fifteen years. 1t is to be appreciated, then, that, bearing in mind
conditi o Tavourable prosecution of operations, neverbheless every cndeavour per
medintm of dreduneg way wade to obtain and maintain satisfactory working depths at the entrance
and in the harbour,

The following tabulation indicates the number of days during the year on which the various depths
ab high water obtaived oo the bar, with the comparative figures of some previous years i
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Number of Days on awhich Depth obtasned on the Bar al High Water

|
Bepth. a7, 1G24, 1927, 1931, L9930, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1945.
j
14/ to 1¢’ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 1 ..
167 to 18 .. .. .. .. .. 25 2 1 9 39 23
18" to 20/ .. .. .. 1 .. 132 38 33 b6 96 69
200 1o 997 .. .. . 110 26 165 149 18] 152 150 142
29" to 24/ .. . 22 162 112 43 115 143 195 75 87
24" 1o 26 .. .. 143 36 125 .. 11 7 23 1y 43
26" to 28’ L .. 137 4 70 .. .. .. .. .. 1
Over 287 .. . G3 .. 32
Mean for yenx .. 0 207 37 237 27 (247 107 20" 27 | 21’ 8" | 21’ 9" 217 87200 8" 217 4"

e the foregoing tabulation the years quoted are as at 31st Mareh. in the history of the
| ¢ veyear of hest depth conditions. This was during the year following completion of the
Jagt brealwaton exteusion plus a period of very intensive dredging.

The gocd veturn of working depths for 1927 was the result of many floods in the river in that year,
topped by the cxeepticnnlly sreat flood of Bth November, 1926.

The figeres for 1951 except for 1934 (depression circumstances), represent the poorest working
depth conditions for over forty vears,

During the past vear a total of 301 vessels, aggregating 211,449 tons net register, worked the port,
as against 309 vessois for 220,824 tens the previous year, representing little difference comparatively.

Similarly, there was ittle difference between the two years in the quantity of coal shipped from
the port, which is [vinwrily the working trade of the port.

At the above 301 vessels sueh represented the least number which have ever worked the port in
any one year, but the avernge net tonnage per vessel 1s well above the average, even though such fact
was ot assinted by the larger clags of overseas vessels which, until two or three yvears ago, used to visit
the port for supplies of bunker coal, and on occasions overseas cargoes. 'The indication is that year by
year the smaller class of coastal vessels which for so long worked the pors are disappearing from the
trade.
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