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No. 1
REPORT OF THE SENIOR INSPECTOR OF NATIVE SCHOOLS

SR, — 23rd March, 19414,
I have the honour to present the following report on Native schools for the year 1943 @ —

1. SCHOOLS AND STAFF

In 1943, 156 Native schools were adininistered by the Edueation Department.  One school—
Rotokakahi—in the Hokianga County was taken over from the Auckland Edueation Board, and a new
school - Rangitane Native School-—-was established south of Dargaville. The total enrolment at the
end of the year was 11,274 (11,009 m 1942) and the average attendance was 9,261 (9,090 in 1942).  The
average weekly roll number was 10,973 (10,905% in 1942) and the percentage of regularity was 84, Of
the 151,274 children on the voll at the end of the year, 10,278 were Maort and 996 Buropean.  The
following table shows how steadily the rolls in Native schools have increased since 1918 - —

| Roll Number at 31st Average Weekly

Year, Decem ber. ‘ Average Attendance. Roll.
1918 .. . .- 5,064 } 4,551 ’ 5,281
1928 .. .. .. .. 6,671 | 5,964 . ‘ 6.770
1933 .. .. .. . 7,310 | 6,581 7,346
1938 .. .. .. .. 9,832 | 8,471 9,787
1943 .. .. - .. 11,274 9,261 10,973

* Amending figure in 1943 report.
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There were 13,522 Maori children attending 875 public schools at the end of 1943,

Tn addition to the 166 Native schools mentioned above, there are 10 Native mission schools and
convents, and the Department also administers 4 schools in the Chatham Islands.  Schools in Fiji,
Coolk Tslands, and Samon are inspected, hut owing to travel diffienlties no Pacific istand territories wore
visited during 1943,

Stafling was again o very difficult matter during 1943, but the Department nmanaged to keep all
schools open. Shortages of stall” due to sickness or removal were often made good by sacrifice on the
part of Targer schools, and I have to express my thanks to those head teachers who willingly lent members
of their staffs {o ussist other schools in times of need.  Again I have to acknowledge with thanks the
co-operation of some of the superannuated teachers and married women teachers who assisted by
returning to positions in the schools.

As T pointed out in my report last year, the growth of the school rolls has made it necessary to provide
maore assistants, and in quite a large number of localities it has been difficalt to find suitable boarding
accommodation.  While building operations have been so restricted, it has not been possible to provide
suitable cottages, but the Department’s policy of encouraging young Maori men and women 1o qualify
as certificated teachers has enabled the Departinent to stall some of the schools with fully qualified
Maori assistants where hoard for Buaropean assistants would be unprocurable.

At the end of 1943, 480 teachers were employed in Native schools, as indicated in the table below

R Males., ! Females,
Certificated teachers .. .. .. 130 : 172
Uncertificated teachers 9 ; {55)
Probationary assistants . . 1 Il
Junior assistants D 107
, i N
145 330

All junior ass’stants are expected to undertake a course of study that will enable them to advance
m the teaching profession.  Where junior assistants have a reasonable chance of 1eaching the School
Certifieate stundard, a suitable course of study is provided by the Department s Correspondence School,
while for the others a general cultural course is provided. This has ensured a regular supply of Maori
students to training colleges.

In 1910, 4 students were admitted to training college ; n 1941, 95 in 1942, 135 and in 1943, 16.

2. Pravany Epucarion

The system of primary education in Native schools is (l(vsign'ed ‘r/o'giv‘(\, 1:11.«-, M:xm-i child a <‘]1;n}(‘e of
competing on equal terms with the pakeha child, whije stitl r'vsz}mng‘ prulu}n his Mal()rl ancestry.  Stress
i laid on the teaching of English, for any Maort child living in an Tinglish-speaking country must he
undder a definite handicap if ie attaing manhood without o good comn'mml of t}u- tnghish language.
For several years now the oral side of language-teaching has heen (‘,I)lp]l:lHlZ(f(,l,. and in most of the schools
This has reached a good standard. Flueney in speech ix essential, bt there = st the task of teaching
ihe child how to siw:nk and read well, so that he reads or recites his Stary or poem i an appropriate
manner and is thus able to make it appeal to his audience. Where this s attained, the children derive
an tnmense amount of pleasure frony their work, and their confidence in their own ability to do thines
well is eorrespondingly increased. N . .

I written English there s still too much stress on formal composition.  While this cannot be
entirely neglected, 1t must be realized that in later life it takes o mueh less important place than letter-
writing, husiness correspondence, telegrams, filling in forms C:()I'l'(‘,(‘.”y, &e. These can and should be
taught in the primary sehool, for af, present the opportunities of the Maori children for secondary
education are limited, and the proportion receiving higher education is small. We have frequently
Sfound, in tests for scholarship candidates, that, whercas they write quite well on topies with which they
"will not be concerned in later life, they fail badly in simple business correspondence or in expressing
themselves Jucidly on simple matters.  Where schools have encouraged thc ;:rowt:h of club VV(J.['LT, and
where the children are taught to attend to such matters, there is a very considerable increase in efficiency.

Child activity is the keynote of success, and it is pleasing to be able to record that this n}e?h}odv of
instruction is being extended in Native schools. Teachers have been encouraged to use their initiative
in developing their schools so that they will render maximum service to the .(,‘_b]]dr(’]'\ and to the com-
munities they serve.  The result is that there is a pleasing variety of method of nstruction in the Native
i Schools’ Service and schools are not modelled on one pattern.  The interchange of visits of teachers from
s one school to another hag been encouraged.  These interchanges have not been confined solely to those
" teachers who have found difficulty in implementing the new methods, but extends also to those who have
heen successful.  The interchange of ideas is just as beneficial to the successful as to the less-suecessful
teachers. ) _ o

Perhaps the most interesting experiment instituted last year was @ citrus project at the Waiomio
{ Native School, near Kawakawa. A large number of sweet-orange pips from the Cook Islands was
‘: imported and planted. First reports have heen very encouraging, for nearly 100 per cent. of the pips
** struck,” with the result that there is now a large number of young stocks to be budded and gr;}ftegl.
It is anticipated that there will be ample young trees in the near future to supply not only the Waiomio
community, but also many other Native schools. I have to acknowledge with thanks the practical help
and advice given by the Auckland officials of the Citricultural Branch of the Agricnlture Department
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Posr-priMary Epucarion

The position with regard to post-primary education is not yet satisfactory, but wartime conditions
have prevented the overcoming of the main difficalty —that of accommodation. Fvery year approxi-
mately one hundred scholarships arve awarded to Form 1T Maori children in Native and public schools.
These are tenable for two years, and at the end of that time the holders are eligible to compete for
senior gcholarships to enable them to receive a further two yeary’ edneation. But of the one hundred
children cach year gaining their junior sc holarships, only f\\(nt\—mﬂllt can receive senlor s¢ Iansh]ps
to enable them to procecd to a third and fourth yvear of se (*ond(n,xy edneation.  This proportion is
admittedly inndequate, but cannot be inercased until boarding accommodation can be found.  Thanks
to the en-operation of the Boards of Governors at Gisborne and Napier, the Departiment was able in
December, 1943, to find places for two boys at the Gisborne High School and seven at the Napier Boys’
High School. W esley College will reopen in 1944 and we will admit eleven first-year junior-scholarship
holders, so that the diffieulties will not he quite as serious as in 1912,

There was an inerease in the net enrolment of pupils in the secondary departments of Native distriet
high schools on the east coast.  The numbers nereased from fifty in 1942 to fifty-seven in 1913, The
work in these sehools is also making progress, and with the liberalization of the prescription for the
School Certifieate in the very near future it will he possible to provide courses which will enable the
pupils to attain that goal and so pass into the trades and professions with the hall-mark of a good
secondary education.

Apart. from the pupils in these schools, scholarship holders were enrolled at the following
institutions in 1943 :—

Boys. Girls.
-
School. ‘ Number. School. Number.
- ‘ ] ‘!7,, . ) —
Te Aute College i 67 ! Hukarere College . .. 36
Feilding Agricultural ngh Sehool ; ) 1 Queen Vietoria Sehool .. 33
Dannevirke High School .. . ‘ £ ! Rt. Joseph’s  Maori Convent,
New Plymouth Boys™ High School . . 6 1 Napier .. . 34
St. Patrick’s (oll(‘ge, Silverstream 1 ‘ Turaking Maori Girls’ School . 24
Sacred Heart College, Auckland ) 5 ‘;
r |

The Junior and the Senior Te Makirini Scholarships were awarded to Arona Arona and to John
Nyman respeetively.  Whare Appleton won the Buller Scholarship.

Kbucarionan Tours

An innovation this year was the institution of educational tours for Native school-children. At
the end of 1943 a party of forty children and two teachers from the Tokomaru Bay Native School were
the guests of several Wellington schools for a week.  The children spent a half-day at cach of the five
Wellington schools which had provided the greater part of the hourding accommodation.  Here they
entertained the Wellington children with their action songs, poi dunces, and hakas, and were entertained
inreturn.  They mixed freely in sports and games and songs, and 1 believe the visit has done much to
cement a friendly relation between the children of the two races.  On the other half-days the children
visited various places of interest in and around Wellington - 2YA, where thirteen recordings of their
beautiful singing were made ; Parliament Buildings : Wellington Woollen-mills ; The Dominion news-
paper office : and the Zoo. In addition, the children gave two programmes at the Opera House,
Wellington,

This visit was @ great success in every way. From an cducational viewpoint, it can be realized
what an education 1t was to children who had never seen a train or o trany, o viaduct or & tunnel, had
never been in o lift or seen a huilding more than two stories in height. The children condueted
themselves splendidly and were the subject of favourable comment wherever they went. At the same
time th(y were able, by the help of their hosts, to get plenty of entertainment during their brief stay.

L should like to express my thanks to the Wellington Hducation Board, to the headmasters of
Wellington schools who secured the necessary accommodation, and to the numerous hosts and
hostesses in We llington City who so willingly placed their homes ab the disposal of these voung
visitors. My thankq are also due to Mr. Whibley, of the Palmerston North Intermediate School, and Thv
people of Palmerston North for providing accommodation for one night when it was necessary to hreak
the southward journey there.

Another party of children from the Ohaeawai Native School, North Auckland, spent a week at
Whangarei, inspecting various places of interest there. From reports received, it is evident that the
visit was greatly enjoyed by the young Maori pupils, and their knowledge and experience of life were
greatly cxp(m(led.

I have, &ec.,
T. A. FLETCHER,
The Director of Education, Wellington. Senior Inspector of Native Schools.
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DETAILED TABLES

Table H 1

GRADE or Native ScHooLs wiTH NUMBER OF TrAcHERS AND AvVERAGE NuMmBER OF CHILDREN

PER TEACHER

| Number of ‘
ITotal Average| Teachers ! Average |
| Attendance, | (exclusive of Number of | Number of
Grade of School. ‘ Nsuc lﬁggﬁl of ‘1 Year ended ‘Probutionary‘ é}i‘;ﬁl};‘f O:r i Probationary Junior
| 31st Decom- \ Assistants Teach IP i Assistants. | Assistants.
! © ber, 1943. ' and Junior ‘ eacher.
| ‘ | Assistants). |
11 15 248 16 Ih-H 4.
1ia 17 391 18 21-17 14
[1Ts 3 2,013 114 220 .. i 36
IVa 33 2,460 90 27-3 .. 30
IVe 15H 1,569 D0 314 D 15
Ve 8 1,150 37 31-1 4 3
Va o .. .. . 4 T0H 22 32-1 3 4
Voo .. . 1 220 9 250 1
Totals 156 9,261 356 26-0 12 112
Table H 4

MAORI PUPILS arrenpineg MAORI SECONDARY SCHOOLS AT THE END oF 1943 aAND 1942

=
| !

‘ 1943, : 1942
— B ,‘ — _
\ Lo
- | ('o‘lvfif;)lﬂfnt‘ | Private Pupils. | (uomrlﬁg{ent Private Pupils. 3;
S . ' i =
siE L el B SalE L elEll g
e 2lg E1305(% §12 3|§, '3, %8
58,8 8.8 38 £ g .8 =€ g1 % %5 &
ERCIEGISCIE|FicIEI] S
: ) ) w | @ | f
L r u
Queen Victoria (girls), Auckland VU IR 5 S X | ‘ 25 ‘ 25 ‘ g . ? 35| 35 ‘, 4 ‘ 221 26 61
St. Stephen’s (boys), Auckland R l . l . ‘ PR R . S R
\;Vesl(l-,y U()(lle,p\lu)(l:;ysz, Paerata . )1 \ " 3 ’ i | e ):1 ):J ]g 1?)- 8
Tuarakina (girls), Marton R R B 2400 0026 26 B0 Lo | 26 26 . g ¢ 45
:S‘t 'loscpl\}’: (girls), Nupi(:r - R 3‘: i I%!) 11 _’l_i ' .‘}’z 6 .. 4:} EE | 1212335 75
I'c Aute College (boys), Napier . ‘ o167 [ 6T | .. |45 (45 |12 | .0 | 650550 .0 144 | 44| Yy
Hukarcre College (girls), Napier . Lol e 38T B6 12 25 | 3T T3] .. | 33| 33 7118|251 58
Te Waipounamu (girls), Christchurch. . .. ‘ .. ‘ R \ G125 | 28| 28 O IR B 3120 23 23
Y O | .
Totals .. ‘ .. il!H ‘]W) ’ 26 (172 198 1397 i 196 |T96 | 26 1560 1176 | 372
Table H 5
MAORI CHILDREN avrrexning PUBLIC SCHOOLS, Dicrvmsrr 1943
— N - — S N B
1 Number | Number of Maort Pupils at
of Schools ‘ end of 1943,
Kducation District. at which ‘ o - -
Maoris |
attended. Boys. Girls, Total.
\
Auckland .. o 431 | 3,802 3,619 7,421
Taranaki | 70 ‘ HH0) 442 997
Wanganui ‘ 90 649 HR6 1,235
Hawke’s Bay ‘ 108 \ 1,204 1,168 2,422
Wellington ‘ 30 f 430 171 951
Nelson } 10 ] 22 28 H0)
Canterbury .. ce 51 i 158 140 298
Otago .. .. 18 45 34 79
Southland 1 . 42 33 75
Totals \ 875 1 7,007 6,521 13,528

NoTe.—For the purpose of this table half-caste children and children intermediate in blood between half-caste

and Maori are reckoned as Maori.
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Table H 6

CLASSIFICATION axn AGES orF Maorl ScHOLARS ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS .ar tuk 1st
JuLy, 1943

: I
i Class P. S. 1. 8. II. S. 111, S IV, " Form 1. Form 11. | Korm III. ‘Total,

Years, % ™ - . "; '. G | e o i o ] " ] : @ % ,:

& = & £,z 2% 3z %8 & E 5 : 3 2.8 £ & £

3 i > > /| o M i <} 5 S R 08 > = <

| T | o T

o and under 6 ‘ 300 50Y; | 2 . [ . . . S .. i ol 5l
6 " 71 S2E 730 6 a1 .. | . | P I . R N .. 8270 788
7 - S 1Oo729) 635) 104] 152 5 (3] - . | i co0 8381793
S " 004650 3470 3120 314) 78 98 209 o | .1 87768
i N o | 1ol 151 2690 2480 271 260 655 96 + 1 . } TS0 757

10 " 11 (7 H70 203 153 2647 244 225 246 i) 65 '_" 3 cooN2T i
t " 3 21 2 Bh] NTLOL65) 1200 2530 261]  180¢ 183 :“;J 70 2 I‘ L TIB T8
12 " 13 ] S 8 31 15 89 78] 181 44 2200 2280 1321 151 29 ti : GO0 670
13 " I4 4 1 12 7 26 22 91 620 155)  1A3] 170 168] 107 122 3 Il 368 536
[l ,, 15 [ | i 1 1 6 I 13 10 48 36| 72 77 86| 10! G 72330 242
15 " 16 .. .. .. .. .. | .. | 7 S| 1415 26 24 6 S 53 57
16 years and over . . . . I .. .. .. .. P R 2 | 4 h S| 7o
Totals K .w;’zutms 9970 951 9050 840] 8300 8200 6801 680] 4261 486 2511 306 20 2416, 95506, 572
(N v | JU— | e e e, R " P A e ——

5,302 1,948 1,745 1,659 1,360 012 Hh7 44 13,527

Percentage ' 39-2 14-4 12-9 12-3 10«1 G-7 41 0.3 100-0

i

Median age, in {7 17 09 39 010 410 3011 6 15 2015 6] .. ve
years and

months ‘

HEo3i2 512 513 3!13 HIZ LI 10

Nore. -For the purpose of this table halt-caste children and ehildren intermediate in blood between half-caste and Maori
are reckoned as Maori.

Table H 8

CERTIFICATES wuiLy sy TreAcHERs IN Narive Privary Scuoons (PROBATIONARY AND JUNIOR
ASSISTANT TEACHERS ARE EXCLUDED)

! 1943,
Class of Certilicate. ! B ‘ i
! M. J Ir. ! Total.
- ) S IR | a
A . .. . . 1 ‘ . 1
B .. .o .. .. 40 : 15 ! Hh
(! .. .. .. oo 3 i 127 200
D .. .. .. .. 16 S0 16
Total certificated teachers .. .. 130 172 302
Uncertificated teachers .. .. 9 i ) H4
Urand total 139 217 i 306

2 K. 3.
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