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Selection of Returning Officers—The Special Returning Officers seleeted were appointed
by the Chiel Bleetoral Officer with the conenrrence of the (lovernment, and the Seleet
Commit{cee is satisficd that they were well fitted by their experienee to conduet the work for
which they were sent,

The Scleet Commitiee considers that the success of the Special Returning Officers,
despite many difficultics, in enabling sueh heavy polling to take place is a tribute to their
cfficieney and that their diligenee is worthy of great praisce.

The Polling Officers were the officers commanding the respeelive Serviee units, or
officers delegated by them, exeept that in the Middle Kast iwo travelling polling-booths were
organized to cover small isolated groups and these booths were in the charge of officials
deputed by the Special Returning Officer.

The Chiel Eleetoral Officer was in charge of the arrangements for the despateh of
propaganda material in support of the candidature of members of each political party and of
Independents. Nominations of eandidates elosed at midday on 9th September.  The official
list of candidates was thereupon despatehed to the Special Retwrning Officers in the United
Kingdom, Canada, Middle ast, and the Paecific Arvea. The propaganda material printed
for despateh to the Pacific by air mail left Wellington on 11th September.  The same
material was transmitted by eable to the Middle Kast and Canada on Sunday, 12th
Sepiember,

In the Middle East atrangements had been mada for 12th September to he free of
maneuvres lo facilitate voting. On that date, owing to the non-arrvival of the propaganda
material, voling was stopped il 19th September at the instanee of Gieneral Kreyherg, so
that the men eonld have the opportunity of prior perusal of the cleetionecring material.
Some six thousand votes had been east, however, before the signal stopping the voting was
received by units.

(2) Murions EMPLOYED FOR RucorbpiNg Voris
The voling was carried out in accordanee with the requivements of the lilectoral
(Members of the Forees) Regulations 1941, and the evidenee hefore the Committee indicated
that it was condueted in a proper manner and that there was no unfair practice, breach of
seerecy, negligencee, or other ivregularity.

(3) Murions or DEALING WITH VOrEs

(@) Cownting the Voles.- The evidence indicated that the preliminary and offieial
connts were condnefed in a proper manuer, that there was no unfair practicee, breach of
seercey, negligenee, or other irregularity.  The serutiny of the rolls revealed only two casecs
of dual voling, these heing in the Middle Tast, and the neeessary disciplinary action was
taken and the votes disallowed.  In the absence of serutinecrs appointed by political parties,
official witnesses in (he Middle Bast were nominated by 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary
Foree eadquarters in accordance with the regulations.  These officers certified that, as
witnesses of the serutiny of the rolls and serutineers of the offieial count, to the best of
their knowledee and helicl all requirements of the regulations were carried out in every
respeet and that they were enfirely satisfied that the figures eontained in the official count of
the Sperial Returning Officer were acenrate. These witnesses also verified that the resulls
were faithfully transmitted by cable to New Zealand.

Tn the Pacifie, representatives ol politieal parties were able to attend the scrutineering
and official count.  The party serutineers assured the Special Returning Officer that they
had no ohjeetions 1o offer regarding the conduet of the eleetion.

(b)) Disposal of Voling-pupers.—The Klectoral Act, 1927, section 155, provides that
used ballof-papers are to be forwarded Lo the Clerk of the House of Representatives to be
stored for twelve months hefore being destroyed.  They are thug available in the event of
any recount.  The Bleetoral (Members of the Forees) Regulations 1941, elause 27 (2),
provides—

“CPhe result of the count as so notified by the Special Returning Officer shall
for all purposes he deemed to he eorreet and shall he aceepled aceordingly for the
purposes ol any recount.”

This elause contemplates the eiremmstance that voting-papers might be destroyed by
cnemy  action, and consequently the Speeial Returning Officer’s deelaration was deemed
to be final.

Servicemen’s voling-papets were thus by law not available for the purposes of a recount.

Tn the Magisterial recount in the Iiden Blectorate it was held by the Magistrate that
cervieemen’s voting-papers were not available for the purposes of a recount.

Used ballot-papers, eounterfoils, and rolls were returned to New Zealand to be dealt
with i necordance with seetion 1565 of the Klecloral Aet by the Speeial Returning Officers
in the United Kingdom, Canada, and the Pacific Area, but not in the Middle East. In this
case the Special Returning Offieer, on his own diseretion, ordered the used voting material
to be burnt. The cleetoral material was completely destroyed by placing it in the
ineinerator provided for the disposal of scerct material. The operation was supcrvised by
Captain Bolland, ol the Special Retarning Officer’s staff, and other members of his staff
were present. A guard was provided by the Provost Corps.
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