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Younag IParvMrrg CLuBs.

Sinee the beginning of the war it has been neeessary to eurtail many of the activities
of the Y..C. organization, particularly those held on a national seale.  Depletion of
membership through overscas serviee, labour shortage, and fransport difficultics arising
from petrol restrictions have made it inercasingly  diffieddt for many clubs to hold
stecessiul meetings. s o consequence many  elubs have gone imto reeess for the
war period.

Frern ToxprrnieN AL WORK.

Outstanding features in the various aclivities in the period under review may he briefly
summarized as follows:

(1) A marked deerease in the number of observational top-dressing trials:

(2) The closing-down of a number of trials with subterranean elover:

(3) The layine-down of a number of smallseale pasture and erop trials by
members of  Young Farmers’ elubs and  pupils of  distriet high and
correspondenee sehools.

In spite of the fact thai so many of the standard trials were finalized after providing
the necessary information, or on acceount of staff shortage and dificulty of working under
present conditions, the total number for the year was 935 compared with 901 at this
time in 1941,

Pustire Triols—1Investioations into the effect of fop-dressing with varions fertilizers
are heine continued under both the observational and mowing technique, the latter now
principally under the “enclosure ” teehniqne, which is proving highly satisfactory. The
production from new strains of rye-grass, simple and complex pasture mixtures, and
effeet of liguid-manure applications are also under investigation by this method.

Crop Trials.—Manurvial trials with various crops (in which varying rates of manuring
and alto the value ol serpentine superphosphate were investigated) were earried out
during the ylear. TResulls are indicative of the fael that in the case of wheat, potatoes,
and linen flax  additional work is required to asceviain whether present  phosphate
applications are warranted.  This is of obvious imporfance under present conditions of
fertilizer shortage.

Trials with wheat and linen-flax varietics were eontinued and provided useful
information, mueh of which will be incorporated into farm practice in the coming scason. .
This work will be repeated wherever possible.

In the North Island a total of thirty-five “pilot 7 arvcas in linen flax, hoth autumn
and spring sown, were laid down during the year, and the information sceured was not
favourahle {o the extension of commereial growing in the scleeted distriets.  Iailures were
due to unfavourable weather conditions at sowing and harvest time, weed competition,
and the effect of diseases.

Miscellancous Trials. Those under way last year in conneetion with pampas grass,
control of rawort and other weeds, and obscrvations on trangplanted worm eolonies and
their offeet on pastures were continued. New work on hlind seed of rye-grass, renovation
of pastures on marine silts, trials with new lines of rape and lucerne and pasture SOWIngs
to overcome coffcet of Porina and Odontrie damage was commenced during the year.
Comparisons hetween  production from commereial, sweet blue, and sweet yellow lupins
were also conducted.

Swivey of Linen-flur Crops—A comprehensive survey ecovering over eight hundred
linen-flax crops grown commercially during the season was carried out, and the vesults
and recommendations were published.  This work is being continued on a reduced seale,
andd information of great practical value is becoming available,

Publications—in the period under review the results from three long-term mowing
and grazing trials deseribing respeetively the effeet of liming at various rates, a comparison
hetween hard and soft, coarse and fine Times, and the response from various phosphatie
top-diessings, were writlen up for publication in the Jowral of Agriculture and Jouwrnal
of Secience and Technology. In addition, the recommendations from the Tinen-flax survey,
results from tials with serpentine superphosphate, and irrigation trials with wheat were
published in the Jowrnal of Agriculture. Work on the grassland maps was completed,
hut publication has been delayed owing to paper shortage.

General ANl investigational work is being  drastically  redueed, and only trials in
connection with wreent fertilizer and crop problems will be continued.  These will deal
with the reduetion i phosphate applications with erops, the use of scrpentine super-
phosphate, and varicty trials of linen flax,

DAIRY DIiVIsION.
REPORT O W. M. SINCGLETON, DIRECTOR.

The ecarlier months of the 194182 dairying season were pooi for produetion, the
weather being cold and wet in all distriets.  Autwon conditions, however, were very much
hetter, and, with the exeeption of portions of the Auckland provinee, where the autumn
conditions were rather drey, produetion was very well maintained during the final quarter
ol the (inaneial year,

Quanditios graded for Ereporl-—-Creaniery hutter reecived for grading amounted to
109707 tons and  cheese o H8331 tons, as compared with 138,745 tons bufter and
114,355 tons cheese Tor 1940 41 o deerease of 20,088 1ons butier, or 2092 per eent, and an
inerease of 33,976 tons cheese, or 2971 per cent. In termyg of butterfat, a deerease of
10,874 tons, or 677 per eenty, By shown when compared with the total butterfat vepresented
in butter and cheese graded during the preceding finaneial year.

Koeport Velucs--Dairv-produce exported from thiy countey during the past financial
year was valued for Customs purposes at £254646651, a decrcase of £2,255,138 from 1he
TOL0-4] figare of L£27,750,789.  All dairy-prodiice is ineluded under this heading—mnamely,
buiter, cheese, casein, diied milk, sugar-of-milk, and condensed millkk and erean,
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