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REPORT OF THE

WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION

ESTABLISHED UNDER THE WAR DAMAGE ACT, 1941, FOR THE PERIOD
ENDED 31st MARCH, 1942.

Presented to both Honses of the General Assembly purswant (o the Provisions of the War Damage Act, 1941.

Wellington, 15th February, 1943.

IN accordance with the provisions of seetion 18 of {he War Damage Aet, 1941, the following report
and statement of accounts is presented on 1he operations of the War Damage Commission for {ihe
period ended 31st Mareh, 1942 —

(1) Statutory members of the Commission are as follows: . -

The Minister of Finance, Chairman,
The Seeretary to the Treasury, ‘
and the Tollowing were appoitded members by Uiy Exeelleney the Governoe-Ceneral under
section 4 (¢) of the Aet -
Moo L deram, 18,0, (enerl Manager of the State Mire and Aceident Insuranee
Office, Deputy Chairman,
Mro Go KD Brangwin, General Manager [or New Zealand of the Norwich Union Tnsuranee
Society, Ltd.,
Mr. Robert Caughley, General Manager for New  Zealand of the Alliance Assuranee
Co., Litd., and
Mr. William Stewart, Valoer-General,
My T L Seator was appointed Seeretary to the Commission.

The first meeting of the War Damage Commission was held on the 23rd December, 1941, and
meetings as required have been held sinee that date.

(2) Regulations under the Aet were gazetted on the 191h December, 1941, and authority was
ssued immediately to all insurance companies and offices andertaking lability under any contract of
fire insurance to accept applieations under soetion 15 of {he Act, which provides for voluntary
imsurance.

“The application of compulsory insurance under seetion 14 was deferred until the Tst Mareh, 1942,
i order to give the Commission and insurance companies time to establish the administration NeCCssary
for the colleetion of war-damage preniioms as additions to all ovdinary fire and motor eomprehensive
premiums. The work involved in this operation during the twelve monihs beginning on the 1st March,
1942, was expected to affeet af east one million policies.

The statement of aceounts given overleal includes premiums due under seetion 14 ay at the
alst Mareh, hut in accordanee with the resulations such receipts were not pavable 1o the Commission
antil the end of April.

() Tmmediately following the broadeast statement by the Minister of Winance (the Hon, Walter
Nash) o the 191h December, 1941, that war-ditnangse covor was available, there was an unprecedented
rush by the public for insurance, and the offices of the Warr Damage Commission and of  all
fire-insurance  companies  were  lilerally  swamped  with personal and  postal  applications  which
necessitaled for a time hastily extenmporized methods, and which almost exelnded attention 1o normal
insurance husiness,

The difficultios of the position were accentuated by staff diffieultios in all offices duo Lo the war,
but with the willing vooperation of insuranee exeeulives and sialls throughout the Dominion and mueh
overtime the demands of the public were met, and during the peviod under review no less {han
631,400 applications were reecived and dealt with, the bulk of tliese during Decsember and carly part
ol January.

(4) The sum at the eredit of the War Damage Fand at the elose ol the period under review
way L7430T5. There were no claims, hut the contingent Hability ou the Fund, much of which js
coneentrated in congested husiness areas, is very heavy.  Tf any one of the eities sulfered an enemy
attack or disaster through an explosion of munitions, the damage might very asily run info several
million pounds in exeess of reeeiple for some 1ime Lo come,

() The Commission wishes 1o place on record its appreciation of the co-operation ol insurance
offices given free of any cost to the Fund.  This serviee represents in moncey  value alone many
thousands of pounds, and has enabled the seheme 1o operate at trifling cost to the Fund in relation
to the awmount colleeted. At the 318t Mareh, 1942, the expenses of the War Damage Office, including
salaries of  officers emploved o the War Damace Office, equipment,  overtime, rent,  stationery,
postages and telegrams amounted 1o £2,278 or -3 per cent. of the premiums received,

(6) The Commission also desires 1o express its thanks to the staff, and particulavly 1o 1he
Secrelary, for assistance very  cheerfully and ungrudgingly  eiven during a period of particular
stress and - dilliculty when the War Damage Office was in the process o establishment and at the
same time was the centre of thousands of inquiries and applications from all parts ol the Dominion.

Jo I Jerkan,

Deputy Chairman.
For Statement ol Aceounts see other side, '



	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

