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The Maort c¢hild has been fortunate in that, since 1840, his edueation has been the speeial charge
of the Government.  In 1344 Governor Fitzroy made grants to the churches for the establishiment
ol schools for the Maori, Governor Grey also gave land and money to the churehes Tor siniha
purposes, but laid down certatn provisions  that the schools must be open to Government inspection
and examinafion and must provide religious instruction, mdustrial traming, and the teaching of
Bnglish.  As o result of these endowments Wesley College, at Paerata, was established by the
Wesleyan Chureh authorities and 8t Stephen’s, at Bombay, and Te Aute, in Hawke's Bay, by the
Anglican Church,  These are the only Maort post-prinary schools for hoys with special endowments,
The post-primary edueation for givls was provided later, the Anglican Church establishing Hukarvere
Maori Girls” School, Napier, and Queen Victoria Maort Girls™ School, Auckland @ the l’i’usl)yt‘("r'im.
Church, the Turaking Maori Girls” Schoob, ot Marton, and the Roman Catholic Church, St Joseph's
Hehool at Greenmeadows, Napier. 1o 1831 there were 197 Government hoarders in these schools,
About that time a system of Government seholarshitps was approved, and it was by this means that
the Government confinued o give financial assistance to the denominational post-primary schoe
The history and growth of the seholorsbip system has been outlined i previous reports* 14
suflicient now 1o paint out that L4400 s cxpended annually frow Government funds on seholarships
of various kinds for Muaort children, snd that oui of a total Maort school population of 22,634 in
1940, 220 continued their edueation by this means.

One very significant fact emerges from this examiuation. At the beginning of the century, when
it was commonly aceepted that the Maori race was st dying out and when the total Maori population
was less than 45000, there were seven denominational post-primary schools.  In 1940, except for
a small Inerease in the number of scholaeships, the provisien for the post-primary education ol Lhe
Maori was the same— de., seven denominational schools with only slightly increased roll nawmbers,
notwithstanding the fact that the Maori population had in that time doubled.

The rate ato which the Muaor bas iercasea in onmbers 1 remarkable; and cach decade the curve
of increase is hecoming steeper. In 1930 there were 139 Native schools with o total roll number of
7503, In 1940 the schools hud jnerensed by 7 to 146 and the enrolment to 10,730, This vepresents
an inerease of 43 per cent. in ten years, and that this increase is likely (o be maintained s shown
by the lact that 45 per cent. of the children on the roll af present are in the primer clagses.  Last
year, in addition to the above, there were also 11,968 Maori pupils on the rolls of the public schools.

Such a rapid ineeease in numbers may affect adversely the general standard of living and vesalt
ina greater proportion of unemployed requiring State assistance.  Among the adoleseents reared
under such conditions there appears to be considerable apathy and lack of ambition.  Such reculis
could be countered only hy inspired cducational and socially constructive activities.  Educationally
no special steps were taken 1o cope with the unusual stresses due to the rapid increase, while the most
effective of the social offorts was the development of Maori land.  In certain districts the land
sehemes have pliced the Maori on a more satisfactory cconomical footing, but an attendant evil has
been the tendency to use the children to millc cows, thus denying to them the edueational opportunitios
that could otherwise have heen token up.

Up to 1|n‘ point it has heen assumed that every Maovi ehild passes Form 11 For many reasons,
the Teast of which is lack of abil ity, o large percentage ol children attending Native schools leave
school at the age of fourteen vears, with a standard of attainiment no higher than Form 1, and in most
cases much lower.  Beeause there are no faclities for practical edueation near their homes, these
children never takve advintage of the Free Place Regulations. Tn 1940 the position was that
917 Maort pupils attained the age of foarteen vears i Native schools, and of these, 301 pased
Forin 11, Kighty-one of ihese were awarded Government seholarships, aid (1‘;)[111.&\111141‘(‘])1 90 others
continued their cducetion ol port primary sehools. Seven hundred and seventy-cight Maori children
et the public and Nabive sce l,m'ﬂ i 1*mm IT, of whom 321 continued their education,

In the post-piinary denominational schools academic and agricaltural courses are provided for
the boys, acadeniie and hememakivg courses Tor the givls, Some of these sehools are now in {he
process of reorganization, with the result that their courses hhmm hecome more attractive and

|s

uaeful. No provision 1\ atonresent mnde for technieal or teade courses, nor to any significant extent
for the development of hobbies .wd I« dsire hnu' (ull\mux.
The living-conditions v mary of the Maori homes are unsatisloctory, and most of the Maoori

hoys and givls have Tittle urge for more \“Mi“i":('iory and patisflying standards. The provigion of an
adequate edueation for this increasing | m]mm\lm' will do miuch to assist these ehildien who, when
they come to maturity. must {ind o place o national Tife,

Attention must be given to the ‘..’J.")L‘,::lpili(""ll distribution of the Maort.  Of the total Muor
nopulation 95 per cent. are i the North Bsland, and bhese are situated for the greater part in five
tribal and (ii\'h'irt :n'o:su fhe \Immwnvm oo the Fast Coast, the Avawa in the Bay of Plenty and
Rotorua disiriets  Watkato and Mann llm o in The and ronnd Take Taupo, the 1 '\];L‘z!)u]n
in North Auckl ,m:l« nn(] the Nuativaenu m Taranaki

The irihe requiring most asststance iz the Ngapoehi of North Aackland, Here, owing to ilw
sales of Tand throvgh carly colonization, the Maoris have aow little Tond and are in poor circumstanees
road communications until recent vears were madequaic 3 except for a number of small district mgh
sehools and the secondary school ot Whangarer, post pritiaty I'x:x:ilitizw; arve wbill hmited.  The Taranaki,
Waikato, and Avawa people are hetter pvovided for il they choose o fake advantage of Fhe available
facilities. But for the Neatiporon on the Bast Const Lo nearest Jro t-prinsary school is n Gishorne,
and the nearest district hich school in Tolaon Bay. The bading families of this tribe have depended
ot e Aute Bove” College ond Hukarcere and Bt Josephis Lhml Girls’ Schools to provide furtlie:
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