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PREPARATION OF EMERGENCY PRECAUTIONS SCHEMES

STATEMENT BY THIE HON. W, K. PARRY, MINTSTER OF INTERNAL AFFALRS,

Presented to both IHouses of the Gencral Assembly by Leave.

INTRODUCTION.

For some time past the overnment have reeognized the neeessity for a Dominion-wide
organization for the control in any locality of all essential serviees when these have been
suspended or dislocated as the vesult of any natural disaster or by enemy action.  The
first necessity in sueh a case is the })1‘0\1s10n and distribution of Tood and other supplies, of
publie serviees such as water, gas, and cleetricity, the maintenance of medical and health
serviees, of communications, of transport, and of some financial system. The sceond task
is the gradual restoration of the normal aectivities of the community.

Within oonl]mmhvolv recent times New Zcealand has been subjeet to two sueh disasters
on a major scale, the Murchison and Hawke's Bay « 11 thquakes. Tt is to be hoped that
similar vuslt(mons may notf come upon New Zcal and in the future, but nevertheless experi-
ence has shown that we must be prepaved for them. () her dlm.stol,s of a lesser maturce
arising out of flood or fire may at any time cause a temporary suspension of normal activi-
ties in a locality. In addition, during a period of hostilities such as we are engaged in at
the present lime, il is dl)solmcl\ v1lal to have adequate provision for mecting the eivilian
needs in any emergeney situation arising in any loeality as a result of enemy action. The
events in Hurope dmmg recent months, illustrating the modern concepts of warfare by
certain peoples, have made this elearly evident.

ProvisioNan IMERGENCY DPRECAUTIONS SCHEME,

Having in mind factors such as T have mentioned in the foregoing paragraphs, the
Government sct up a Commitice {o prepare a provisional emergency preeautions scheme to
be used as a basis for framing sehemes for all loealities, where necessary, throughout the
Dominion. The scheme prepared by this Commitlee was, in turn, circulated to eertain
seleeted local authorities for their comments and eriticisms.  Among other local authorities
to whom it was forwarded were those situated in the Hawke's Bay earthquake arca, and
in this respeet i is noteworthy o record the opinion expressed by one of those local authori-
ties—mnamely, the Hastings Borough Council-- as follows - -

“ The Couneil states that, in the light of its experience in the 1931 carthquake,
in its opinion the proposod scheme is very complete, and accordingly has no
suggestions 1o make.”

I may add that other local authorities in the same avea expressed similar opinions
regarding the provisional scheme.

Ruvisen EMERGENCY PRECAUTTIONS SCHEME,

The provisional scheme was revised in the light of all the comments and eriticisms
reecived, and was then printed in complete form. As soon as this had been done, copies
were sent to all the loeal authoritics having primary control over territorial arcas—namely,
the City and Borough Councils, Town Bonrds, and County Couneils.  Copies were also
sent to all members of Parliament.,

PREPARATION OF 10CAT, EMERGENCY DPRECAUTIONS SCHEMBS,

Liocal authorities were asked to study the secheme and, in their particular localities, to
sel up an organization capable of taking control of the situation in the event of a LLLmlty
or an emergeney sifuation of the type montmncd ocenrring in that ]oca]ny The assistance
of the Department of Internal Affairs was promised to local authorities in the preparation
of their emergeney precautions schemes, and this offer has been availed of to a large extent.

In the result 1 am happy to be able to say that there is cvery cvidence that local
authoritics are facing up to their rvesponsibilities in this direetion and are forming, or
have formed, adequate organizations to cope with whatever local emergencey conditions may
arise.
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