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As the placement of female workers did not become a responsibility of the Placement Service until
the Social Security Act became operative in April, 1939, no official placements of females are recorded
before that time. Actually statistics relating to positions filled by females through the Plicement
Service date from October of 1939, Female placements effected from that date up to 31st March of
the current year total 1,284, as follows

Female placements (permanent, tvmwr:n-y, and casual), st October o 31st

December, 1939 .. 728

Female plac (\mvni.\ (permanent, 101111)07 Wy, <LII({ 1.,\11(11) .st J,mu‘ny to JIM
March, 1940 .. .. . .. .. . .. h56
Total .. .. . . .. .- 1 284

Table VIL of the Appendix gives the provineial distribution of positions filled by male enrolees
during the pertods st January to 3lst December, 1939, and Ist January to 31st March, 1940,

Table VITI shows according to provinees the number of new enrolments of males during the pericd
Ist January to 30th September, 1939, This table also classifies the reasons for these enrolmients,
Cwrtailment of statistical matter collected by the Placement Service on the outhreak of war renders it
impossible to give similar data for the period 1st Oetober, 1939, to 31st March, 1940.

Table 1X of the Appendix reveals the movement of male lTabour within industries as recorded by
Placement Serviee enrolments and placements during the period Tst January, 1939, to 30th September,
1939.  This data also is not available in respect of the period Ist October, 1939, to 3tst March, 1940,
and the reason is again the curtailment of statistical returns which took place when the war began.

Table X provides an analysis of the industrial ability, place of origin, and age-groups of all male
immigrants who enrolled with the Placement Service for employment during the period hetween Ist
January to 30th September, 1939, IHere, too, particulars of immigrants are not available subsequent
to 30th September. However, immigration practically ceased with the commencement of hostihties, so
the number of immigrant enrolments not recorded during the period Ist, October, 1939, to 3tst. Marych,
1940, must have been very small.

During the calendar year 1989 the total number of placements, 32,818, was nearly 7,000 fower
than the positions filled during the previous year. On the basis of average monthly placements
the figures show that there was a decline in placements during 1939 over the previous year of
approximately 565 per menth.  This decline continued 1o he evineed in the placement figures for the
lirst, three months of the current year.  The decline in positions filled is espeaially large in the casual
placement figures, but in the number of permanent and temporary positions filled the falling-off Las
heen much less noticeable,

Enrolments (exclusive ol re-enrolments) from st January to 30th September, 1939, standing at
70,830 exceed slightly the enrolments (69,410) recorded during the eleven months ended the 3lst
December, 1939, Tt would appear, taking the diminished monthly placements and the increased
enrolments into account, that there has been a certain contraction in tho Dominion’s labour market.
A noteworthy (‘vid(*m'u in this direction has been the large comparative merease i enrolments in
Industrial Group No. 35, Commerce (sce Table TX), where envolments have during the nine months
ended 30th boptombm', 15)39, approximated very closely to the enrolments in the same group during
the cleven months 3lst January to 3lst December, 1939, This apparent shrinkage in the labour
market, however, needs to be viewed with reservation, for, (xbviously, whereas inereasing unemployment
will ho reflected in inereased Placement Service enrolments, mereasing opportunities for self-placement
would not be taken account of in Placement statistics.  Ne \(1“1(‘1(\\\ some slight real tendency to
contraction ol the labour market during the year 1939 appears evident.

As ean be seen from Tahle IX of the Appendix, there have been important movements of labour

within the various industrial groups during the period Ist January, 1939, to 30th September, 1939,
Total enroliments for the fiest time during the period from all of the industrial groups are 78,719,
The additional enrolnients of approximately 8,000 on the enrolments during the same period s h()\\'n
in Table VIII are explained by the fact that the latter represents the numbers of persons enrolled duaring
the period, while the former shows the number of envolments from all industrial groups during
the same period.  Obviously, the former number will be inflated by the enrolments of persons placed in
casual employment in several different industries during the same nine months.  In other words, one
person who has heen referred to casual or temporary omploynwni of several different kinds will show
as a new cnrolment in cach of the industrial groups from which he has just left.

Consulting Table IX, it may be seen that certain important industries reveal daring the nine months
ended 30th September o considerable excess of envolments and re-envolments over placements.

For instance, Group 21 (Dairy, Pig, and Catile Farming) shows envolments and re-enrolments at
6,153, but total placements during the same period are only 2,310, This points to a (l(\ﬁniio tendency
on the part of dairy-fariners to curtail the number of farm bands after the flush of the season
This tendeney s clearly not unassociated with the perennial diffieulty met by dairy-farmers in
obtaining experienced dairy-farm labour.

Tn Group 8 (Meat, Freezing and Preserving) there is o large disparity between the enrolmients and
re-enrolments and actual placements— the former 5,700 and the latter 417, The purely seasonal nature
of the bulk of the work performed in this indngtry exnlains this disparity.
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