1899.
NEW ZEALAND.

REPORT OF PUBLIC PRTITIONS A TO T, GOMMITTEE.

Mz. JOYCE, CHAIRMAN))

Presented to the House of Representatives, and ordered to be printed.

ORDER OF REFERENCE.
Exiract from the Journals of the House of Representatives.
WEDNESDAY, THE 12TH DAY oF JuLy, 1899.

Ordered, ¢ That a Publio Petitions A to L, Committee, consisting of ten members, be appointed to consider all
Petitions that may be referred to it by the Petitions Olassification Committee, to classify and prepare abstracts of
such Petitions in such form as shall appear to it best suited to convey to this House all requisite information
respecting their contents, and to report the same from time to time to this House, and to have power to report its
opinions and observations thereupon to this House; also to have power to ocall for papers and persons; three to be
a quorum : the Committee to consist of Mt. Crowther, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Lawry, Mr. Lethbridge, Mr. R.
MoKenzie, Mr. McLean, Mr. O'Regan, Mr. Symes, and the Mover.”—(Hon. W. HALL-JoNES.)
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INDEX —continued.
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No. 21.—Petition of Wirriam Loaig, of Dunedinl,

PrTiTIONER prays that he may be granted an old-age pension.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.
27th July, 1899. :

, No. 61.—Petition of D. GoLpie and Others (No. 1), of Auckland. .
Peritioners pray that the petition of Samuel Southerby, presented to the House of Representa-
tives in session of 1898, may be taken into consideration. ‘

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to ’the
Waste Lands Committee. .

27th July, 1899.

Nos. 49, 64, 79, and 83.—Petitions of James DACRE and Others, of Auckland; J. H. KE%E";S:ING

ahd Others, of Wanganui; Newron Kina and Others, of New Plymouth; and Epwarp
GorroN and Others, of Feilding. -

PrrITIONERS pray that the Auctioneers Act Amendment Bill may not be made law,

., 1 am directed to report that, as the Bill in question is now before the House of Representa-
tives, the Committee have no recommendation to make.
27th July, 1899. ‘

No. 51.—Petition of ErnNEsT LauserT, of Parawai, Thames;

PeriTioner complains of the delay which oceurred between the date of his application and‘the
actual recording of his name on the list of old-age pensioners, whereby he lost oné month’s pension.
He prays redress. o '

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make upon this petition.
27th July, 1899, '
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. No. 14, —Rosert A. Guny, of Coromandel.

PRTITIONER ra.ys compensa,tlon for his wrongful arrest by the police at Coromandel on a charge of
stealing goldp in September, 1898.

‘1 am directed to report thaf, as petitioner does not appear to have exhausted his legal remedy,
the Committee have no recommendatmn to make.
.. 27th July, 1899.

No. 78.—Petition of WarLteErR CrHURTON, of Wanganui.

PETITIONER prays that the sum of £35, lega.cy duty Wroneg pald by him to the Government may
be refunded to him.
I am directed to report that the Committee are of oplnlon that petltloner has no claim upon
the colony.
" 27th July, 1899:

No. 86.—Petition of P.-A. Conxorry;-of Naseby.
PrTITIONER prays that his retiring-allowance of £100 may be increased.
I am directed to report that the Commlttee have no recommendation to make
= 27th July, 1899

No. 65.—Petition of Danier. Haxnaw, of Levin.
PBTITIONER prays compensation for his retirement from the Police Force of the colony.
I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to

Government for consideration.
_1st August, 1899.

No. 122.—Petition of Carorine R. Farrer and 215 Others, of Wellington.
PETITIONERS pray that the Bible may be read in the public schools of the eolony.
I am directed to report that, as the matter of the petition involves a question of public policy,

the Committee have no recommendatlon to make thereon.
1st August, 1899.

No. 128.—Petition of CraRITY W. GAUNTLETT, of Wellington.

PETITIONER prays turther ‘compensation for the loss of her husband, who died from result of an
accident when serving in the Torpedo Corps at Wellington.
© 1 am directed to report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to
Government for favourable consideration.
2nd August, 1899.

No. 48.—Petition -of F. P. Brackumorg, of Auckland.

PETITIONER prays that the grant of £100 awarded to him by the Commissidner as an old military
officer may be'increased to £200.
I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendatmn to malke.

2nd August, 1899.

No. 352. —Petition of JamEs GanTtLEY, of Wellington,
PETITIONER prays compensation’ for his retirement from the Police Force of the colony.
I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.

2nd August, 1899.

No. 5.—DPetition of Amos BURR, of Foxton.

PeTITIONER prays that he be granted a pension for serv1ces performed for successive New Zea,land

Governments, from the year 1840.
I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to

Government for consideration.
4th August, 1899.

- No. 84.—Petition of Isaac Buok, of Thames.
PETITIONER prays for a grant of land, or its equivalent, for military services in the colony.
I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of the petition involves aquestion of public
poliey, the Committee have no recommendation to make.
4th August, 1899. :

. No. 54.—Petition of Captain 8. A, LercH, of Westport.

PrriTIONER prays that the reports of the Public Petitions A fo I Committee made on his petitions
in the years 1896 and 1897 may be given effect to.

I am directed to report that, the Public Petitions A to Li Committee of 1896 and 1897 having
reported fully upon the subject-matter of this petition, this Committee has no further recommenda-
tion to make. .

4th August, 1899.
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No. 46.—Petition of Messrs. BuoceLLr and Sorro, of Callao, Peru.

PETITIONERS pray compensation for the detention of their ship ¢ Lothair” in quarantine at Nelson.

I am directed to report that, after taking some evidence, the Chairman ruled that the Standing
Orders of the House had not been complied with, in that the petitioners had not signed the peti-
tion (such ruling having been upheld by the Hon. the Speaker).

The Committee are of opinion that some of the allegations in the petition have been sustained,
but, in the face of the Chairman’s ruling, they recommend that no further action be taken on this
petition.

8th August, 1899.

No. 159.—Petition of HEnrYy AporpH, of Auckland.
PrriTIONER prays that he be granted an old-age pension.
Tam directed to report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to

Government for consideration.
8th August, 1899,

No. 8.—Petition of W. C. Firzeerarp, of Wellington.

PrrITIONER prays that the recommendations of the Public Petitions A to L Committee as set
forth in paragraphs 4 and 5 of their report made last year on a similar petition from the same
person be given effect to, viz. :—

Paragraph 4. “That in the interests of the public generally and of its public officials, the
petitioner should be paid out of the public exchequer all moneys properly expended by him in
defending the action in the Supreme Court.” :

Paragraph 5. “ That the Crown Solicitor should tax the costs and moneys out of pocket
payable by the petitioner ; and the Committee recommends that when so taxed the Government
should pay the same.”

I am directed to report that the Committee finds from the evidence taken before it this year
that the petitioner has received from the Government the sum £367, being nearly one-half of his
claim—£735 7s. 11d.—of last year, and has since recovered by process in the Magistrate's Court the
sum of £60 (an amount ineluded in the said £735 T7s. 11d.) from one George Lambert, which sum
of £60 is referred to in the evidence adduced before the Committee last year as money paid
through the intervention of Messrs. Skerrett and Wylie, solicitors, and Mr. Lambert to Mr.
Roberts for the withdrawal of an action by Roberts against the petitioner. The Committee also
finds that the petitioner suffered other losses by reason of the Supreme Court action which he
succesgfully defended; but the petitioner will forego any claim therefor if the Committee’s
recommendation of last year be given effect to by fhe Government. Therefore, the Committee
recommends the Government to pay the petitioner in accordance with their report presented to
the House on the 27th September, 1898.

8th August, 1899.

Nos. 87 and 88.—Petitions of WinLiam PaTersoN and Others, of Waiwera; and H. Hurrey
and Others, of Upper Waiwera.

- PerITIONERS pray for a grant of £750 towards erecting wharf at Waiwera.

I am directed to report that the Committes recommend that these two petitions be referred to

the Government for consideration.
9th August, 1899.

No. 40.—Petition of CuArRLES CrLARkE, of Auckland.

PeriTioNER prays for a grant of land for military services. -
I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.
9th August, 1899.

. No. 15.—Petition of ROBERE[J E. LesTer, of Kohukohu.
PamiTioNER prays that land taken for a road at Kohukohu may be returned to him.

No. 129.—Petition of Horraxga Counrty CouNciL. .
PrrITIONERS pray that the request contained in foregoing petition be not aceeded to; and that the
grant of portion of the Kohukohu Road already conceded to Mr. Lester be cancelled.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that these two petitions be referred to
the Government for consideration.
11th August, 1899.

Nos. 93 and 94.—Petitions of Cmas. W. BurLEr, of ‘Avondale Asylum, Auckland; and
Carorine Hinscm and 711 Others, of Auckland.

iETITIONERS pray that an inquiry may be held as to the detention of C. W. Buller in the Auckland
gylum. »
Y I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that sufficient evidence has not been
produced before them to enable them to make a definite recommendation; but, considering the
number of persons (713) who have signed the petitions, the Committee consider the subject-matter
thereof a question for a departmental inquiry. .

17th August, 1899.
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Nos. 133, 147, and 184.—Petitions of E. W. Dee and Others, of Nelson; C. A. FAwcCETT
and Others, of Gigborne; and H. E. Epripar and Others, of Wanganui.

PeriTiONERS pray that merchant tailors and ready-made clothing factories be registered as separate
trades.

I am directed to report that the subject-matter of these three petitions being a question of
public policy, the Committee has no recommendation to make.

17th August, 1899.

No 42.—Petition of Tmomas Dorrman, of Westport.

PrriTioNER prays for a further grant, in addition to the sum of £30 already awarded to him, for
services as a naval officer.

I am directed to report that, as the departmental report upon the petition states that
petitioner would appear to be entitled to a further grant of at least £10, the Committee recom-
mend that the petition be referred to the Government for consideration.

17th August, 1899.

Nos. 224, 225, and 255.—Petitions of J. Forp and Others, of Christchurch; J. H. Grasson,
of Christchurch; and J. Forp and Others, of Christchurch.
PeriTIONERS pray that the Auctioneers Act Amendment Bill be not made law.
I am directed to report that, as the Bill in question is now before the House of Repre-

sentatives, the Committee has no recommendation to make.
22nd August, 1899. )

No. 18.—Petition of Joun Hisror and Others, of Dunedin.

PrTiTIONERS pray that the postal rates for conveyance of jewellery within the colony be revised.

T am directed to report that, as it appears by the departmental report that some of the
grievances set forth in the petition have been already redressed, the Committee recommend that it
be referred to the Government for consideration.

23rd August, 1899,

No. 181.—Petition of NorMaN CoLE BarEr and Others, of Wairamarama.
PrrrrioNers pray for a Government grant of £250 towards the completion of the Tuakau Road.
I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion this petition should be referred to

the Government for favourable consideration.
23rd August, 1899.

No. 199.—Petition of Hexry B. HuppLeston, of Blenheim.
PETITIONER prays for redress as against the Survey Department.
I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that the petition should be referred

to the Government with the view that the prayer thereof may be given effect to.
23rd August, 1899.

No. 185.—Petition of W. F. Harpine and Others, of Castlepoint.

PrTiTIONERS pray that the interest on loans from the Advances to Settlers Department may be
reduced from 5 to 4 per centum.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of the petition involves a question of public
policy, the Committee has no recommendation to make thereon.

23rd August, 1899.

Nos. 145, 194, 231, 232, and 281 (all similar), — Petitions of Laxe and Brown, of Totara
North; G. A. CamvpBeLL and others, of Wanganui; E. PorTer and Co. and others, of Auck-
land ; A. B. DowaLp and others, of Auckland; T. and S. MorrIN and Others, of Auckland.

PrrITIONERS pray that materials used in the construction of ships be admitted in the colony duty-free.
I am directed to report that, as the prayer of the petition involves a question of publi¢ policy,
the Committee has no recommendation to make.
29th August, 1899.

No. 163.—Petition of Rev. W. BANNERMAN, of Dunedin.

PETITIONER prays that the Deceased Husband’s Brother Marriage Bill be rejected by the House.
I am directed to report that this Bill is now before the House, and that the Committee has
therefore no recommendation to make.
29th August, 1899.

No. 245.—Petition of W. Gizrin and 93 Others.
PrTITIONERS pray for the mitigation of the sentences passed upon the boys Willis and Ireland at
Featherston.

I am directed to report that this Committee has no recomniendation to maks.
5th September, 1899. ,

No. 132.—Petition of Wirriam L. Fanconer, of Masterton.
PETITIONER prays for inquiry into the circumstances under which a fine of £25 was imposed upon
him for failing to keep down the rabbits on his farm. .
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Agricultural, Pastoral, and Stock Committee.
5th September, 1899,



I.—1. 6

~No. 179. __Petition of HeErMaNx BrauN, of Wellingfon. . :
PETITIONER prays for compensatlon for 1n]ur1es recelved by him, while in the servme of the Post
and Telegraph Department.
I am directed to report that, in the opxmon of thls Commlttee petlmoner ha,s no cla1m against
the-colony: “ <~ :
5th September, 1899

No. 229.—Petition of Cmarres D. Evans, of Wellmgton
PETITIONER prays that he be granted an old- -age pension.

* Tam directed to report that this Committee hias no recommenda.tlon to make.
6th September, 1899

Nos 330 345, 846, 347, 319, 862, 863, 367, and 305 (all 81m11a,r) —Petitions of J. WaITE and 61
Others of Kakahu Pomt Rev T. Norrie and 35 Others, of Papakura ; J. DoNaLD and 86"
Others, of Christchurch ; JAMES CLELAND and 40 Others, of Belfast; W. J. CoMmrIE and 53
Others, of Hastings ; M. Joxms and 34 Others, of Waikino ; D. ArMsTRONG and 82 Others, of
Ta,ylorvﬂle, C. MCKENZIE and: 114 Others, of Geraldine ; "and Rev. J. DrcksoN and Others,
of Temuka.

PETITIONERS pray for the suppressmn of gambling.
vL.am directed- to report that the prayer of:the petltlons involves a question of public pohcy,

and that the Committee has, therefore, no recommendatlon to make.. .
6th September, 1899.

No. 240.—Petition of Grorer FisHer, of Wellington.
PETITIONER prays that the sum of £100 be refunded on account of the loss sustained by the owners
of the barque * Lothair”’ owing to the detention of the vessel in quarantine at the Port of Nelson.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred‘

to the Government for conmdemtnon
6th September, 1899. L

No. 191.—Petition of D. Baxks, of Ashley.
PrrITiONER prays for an inquiry into the circumstances under which certain sheep were seized by
the police as having been stolen prior to their purchase by petitioner.

T have the honour to report that this Committee has no recommendation to make
12th September, 1899.

No. 298.—Petition of Mrs. I. A. E. GascoynE, of Nelson,

PETITIONER prays ‘that Msjor F.J. W. Ga,scoyne be granted 2 pension in a.ccordance with hxs
Imhtary rank and services.

“I-am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Commlttee this petltxon should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration. -

12th September, 1899. e

No. 174: —Petmon of EDWIN BEZAR, of Wellington,
PETITIONER prays that the sum of £4 be paid to him for services.rendered to the Defence Depart-:
ment as Drill-Instructor at Blenheim.
1 am directed to report.that, in the oplmon of the Committee, petitioner has no clalm ega,mst

the colony.
12th September, 1899.

o - No." 106.—Petition -of A. Cocmrax ‘and 119 Others, of Waikumete.
PETITIONERS pray that (1) the sum of £300, for the improvement and extension of the New Lynn—
Huia -Road ; ‘and (2) the further sum of £300 for building bridges and mietalling the road from
Kellv 8 Brl&ge to the Waikumete Railway-station, be placed upon the estimates.
.11 am directed to report that this Committee recommends the Government to give effect to the
report ‘of the Chief Surveyor, Auckland, upon the prayer of this petition.
12th September, 1899.

No. 59.—Petition of E. A. BLACKBOURN and 68 Others, of. Walkumete
PETITIONERS pray that the sum of £500, for the 1mprovement of the Waikumete—-West Coast Road,
be placed upon the estimages. .

I amn directed to report that this Committee recommends the Government to give effect to the,
repors of the Chief Surveyor, Auckland, upon the prayer of this petition.
12th September, 1899.

No. 203.—Petition of Epwarp HuTcHINGS and Others, of Wellington.
PETITIONERS pray that they may receive consideration for military services rendered to-the colony:
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, petitioners are entitled to'a
sum of £20 each by way of refund of moneys actually paid out of pocket, at the time the members
of the Wellington Defence Force, at their own expense, made their way to the front.: »
. 15th September, 1899. : v

No. 317. —Petition of JaMEs (GIBSON, ‘of Masterton.

PETITIONER prays that, having resided in the colony since 1862, he be granted 40 acres of land
-1 am directed. to report that in:the opinion of the Commlttee petltloner has no cla,nn against
the colony , ,
15th September, 1899.
-
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No.-218.—Petition -6f THOMAS GRANT, of -Auckland.

PerTioNER prays that his old-age.pension be increased from £9 to £18 per annum.
T am directed to report that the Committee ha.s no recommenda,tlon to make.
- 15th. SBeptember,. 1899. . : ,

Nos. 398 and 373 (similar).—Petitions of “A. M. Atmxanpme and 33 Others, of Ma.nga.weka.
and Rev. J. MacpoNarp and 74 Others. '
PETITIONERS pray for the suppression of gambling. .~ :
I.am-directed to repors that, as the prayer of these petltlons 1nvolves a questlon of. pubhc

pollcy, the Committee has no recommendatlon to ma,ke
-19th. September, 1899, : :

No. 91.—Petition of JaMes Hrrring, of Kumara.

PrTITIONER prays that the sum of £116-4s:-be-paid-to him~by way of compensatron for 1n]urles
sustained by his wife and two -children through being- knocked - down . by a-bolting horse, the pro-
perty of the.Government.

I am directed to report that this Committee, being of opihion that the pet1t1oner ha,s not
exhausted his legal remedies, has no recommendation to make. .

19th September, 1899. »

No. 405.—Petition of CHARLES HADDON, of Welhngton

PrrrTioNER prays for a grant of land for military services rendered during the Maori war.
... I am directed to report that the Committee, having inquired into the facts of this case, find
that the petitioner is sixty-eight years of age; that he has been absent from the colony amce the
year. 1862—a, period of thirty-seven years; and that he returned only eleven weeks ago.  The
Committee are of opinion; theréfore, that petitioner has no claim against the colony, but they
recommend the Government to pay his pa,ssa.ge money back to Sydney :

19th September, 1899.

No. 289.—Petition of CHRISTOPHER‘P GARDNER, of Herekino.
PrTITIONER prays that lmmedlately upon his becoming a naturalised British subject he. be granted
‘an old-age pension.
I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with the subject-matter of th1s petltlon is now
before the House, the Committee has no recommendatlon to make.
21st September, 1899. T

Nos. * 201, 202, 215, 235 (similar). ——Petltlons of D. Kaneary, of Kumara; 'W. HUNTER, ‘of
Wellingt011 R. Brapy, of Brisbane; and STEPHEN HORNE of Auckland :
PeriTioNERs pray for a grant of land for military services rendered.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Commlttee, these petitions .should be re-

ferred to the Government for cons1derat10n
-7 29th September, 1899.

No. 401.—Petition of Mary FAIROHILD of Welhngton

“PETITIONER prays for further compensation for the death of her husband, the late Capta,ln Falr
child, caused by an accident while he was carrying out his duties in the’ Government service.
) I amm directed to report that, in the opinion of the Commlttee this petition should be referred
'to the Government for favourable eonmderatmn :

3rd October, 1899.

: No."178. -—Petltlon of THOMAS CULLING and Others of Dunedm

PrriTioNERs pray for compensation for damage done to. the property of the St. Kllda Borough
‘Council by the breaking in"of the sea. S

T am directed to report that the Gommlttee has no recommendation to ma,ke '

3rd October, 1899.

No. 75.—DPetition of H. E. Crorss, of Auckland.

PrTITIONER prays for compensation for loss of office in the Institution for Deaf-mutes at Sumner.
~Lam dlreeted to report that, in the opinion of the Commlttee, petltloner has no cla,lm agalnst
kthe colony: - - o
3rd October 1899.

Nos. 151 and 212 —Pemtlons of D. Gorpie and 641 Others, of Auckla.nd, and J. BERNACH
. and Others, of Auckland. .

-PeTiTioNERS pray that Captain. T. C. Tilly be retained in the. pos1t10n of Exa,mlner of Masters a,nd

Mates at Auckland.

I am directed to report that the Committee-has no recommendatron to ma,ke R
3rd October, 1899,

- No. .366. —Petltlon of T G TILLY rof -Auckland.”

. PETITIONER prays for compensatlon for loss of office as. Exa,mmer of Masters and Mates at Auckland.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, petitioner is entitled to the sum
of £123 19s. 1d., which was. pla,ced on.the estimates in 1894, but was, not recewed bv petltloner
owing to his reappomtment in'that year. :
3rd October, 1899.
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No. 335.—Petition of HeNry Erris, of Rarotonga.

 PETITIONER prays for redress on account of alleged false imprisonment by a Native Court at Raro-
tonga. ’ .
I am directed to report that this Committee, being of the opinion that petitioner has not
exhausted his legal remedies, has no recommendation to make.
5th October, 1899,

No. 290.—Petition of EMmma M. Arrorp, of Devonport, Auckland.
PeriTioNER prays for compensation for the death of her husband, & member of the Permanent
Militia. :
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.
5th October, 1899.

No. 292.—Pstition of Gmonam HeigaTon, of Auckland.

PETITIONER prays that he may be granted compensation for loss of office as caretaker of Motuihi
Island, or for suitable employment.

I am directed to-report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration. ~ :

§th October, 1899.

No. 327.—Petition of W. Burr and 3 Others, of Hokianga.

PETITIONERS pray that the expenses incurred by the Hokianga County Council in certain prosecu-
tions instituted by them under the Dog Registration Act be refunded by the Government.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this pefition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

‘5th October, 1899.

No. 394.—Petition of B. Jounson and 15 Others, of Leeston.

PeriTIONERS pray that the use of drag-nets in Lake Ellesmere be prohibited.

T'am directed to report that this Committee, at the request of the member for the district,
recommends. the petition to the urgent and favourable consideration of the Government.

5th October, 1899,

No. 483.—Petition of THOMAS Dors, of Ricearton.

PeriTIONER prays for redress of certain grievances in connection with the imprisonment of his son
upon an order under ‘‘ The Destitute Persons Act, 1894.”

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.

5th October, 1899. '

Nos. 144, Petitions of H. Lane and Others, Opua; 233, E. Porrer and Others, Auckland;
234, A. B. Donarp and Others, Auckland; 280, T. and S. MorriN (Limited), Auckland;
331, G. A. CameseELn and Others, Wanganui (all similar).

‘PeTiTIoNERS pray—(1) That all oil-engines (marine) under twenty-brake horse-power be allowed
to run absolutely without restrietion ; (2) that all oil-engines of a larger power be run by men who
have passed a sufficient examination on the working of oil-engines alone, irrespective of steam-
power ; (8) that a competent Examiner be forthwith appointed o conduct such examinations ;
(4) that all persons who can satisfy such Examiner that they have successfully worked and
operated marine oil-engines prior to 1st June, 1899, be granted certificates of service available for
use both within restricted limits and also at sea, but only for engines used as an auxiliary power
in vessels fully equipped as sailing-ships.

I am directed to report that the Committee is of opinion that the evidenee taken in connee-
tion with these petitions should be printed ; but, as a Bill dealing with the subject-matter involved
is now before the House, the Committee has no recommendation to make.

10th Qctober, 1899. (Vide Appendix I.-1a.)

No. 295.—Petition of JaMEs DrumMM and Others, of Greymouth.

PeririoNERSs pray that merchant tailors and clothing-factories be registered as separate trades.

I am directed to report that, as the prayer of the petition involves a question of public policy,
the Committee has no recommendation to make.

11th October, 1899.

No. 268.-—Petition of B, L. Crarg, of Auckland.

PeriTIONER prays that inquiry be made into certain matters connected with the dissolution of a
firm of which he was a member. .

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to make.

11th October, 1899. :

No. 453.—Péetition of HerEN Fraser, of Glenorchy.

PrrrTioNER prays that the House will cause accounts to be rendered to her in econnection’ with the
sale of her property at Queenstown by order of the Registrar of the Supremé Court.

I'am directed to report that the Committes has no recommendation to make.

11th October, 1899,
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No. 826.—Petition of the HarBoUR BoARD of Wellington.

PerimioNER prays (1) that the House will so amend ‘“ The Harbours Act, 1878,” that the Board
may obtain payment of storage-charges upon goods received on account of the Government of
New Zealand or any department thereof ; and also (2) that the sum of £308 19s. 11d., being the
amount which petitioner claims to have "earned and charged for storage as aforesaid, be placed
upon the estimates.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government, with a recommendation that legislation be introduced with a view to amending
- the Harbours Act in the direction indicated by the petition ; and, in respeet of the second clause
of the prayer of petitioner, I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommendation to
make. (Vide also Legislative Council Paper No. 9.)
11th Ocuober, 1899.

No. 406.—Petition of BryanT BAmLey-and Others, of Auckland.

PrritioNers pray for alteration in the regulations affecting vessels of less than 35 tons register
trading in the Auckland District.

T am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committes, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

17th October, 1899.

No. 103.—Petition of Tromas Barron, of Auckland.
PeriTIONER prays for compensation for injuries sustained during the Maori War.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Governmens for consideration.
17th October, 1899.

- No. 369.—Petition of F. DownNarD and Others, of Auckland.

PeriTioNERS pray that restrictions be imposed upon trawling in the Hauraki Galf.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of this Committes, this petition should be referred
$0 the Government for favourable consideration.

17th October, 1899.

Nos. 492, 426, 437, 454, 462, and 479 (all similar).—Petitions of A. J. McParrsoN and
Others of Southbrldge J. BErmsuie and Others, of Christchurch; R. Ewan and Others, of
Ota,huhu A. Brake and Others, of Halecombe; G. C. BErris and Others, of Kingsdown;
J. L. CHRISTENSEN and Others, of Mayfield. :

PeriTioNERS pray that the House will pass some measure for the suppression of gambling.

. I am directed to report that, as the- prayer of these petitions involves a question of public -

policy, the Committee has no recommendation to make.
17th October, 1899.

No. 348.—Petition of A. W. Epwarps and Another, of Hokianga.

PrriTioNERS pray that the costs paid by them in connectlon with the prosecution instituted against
them under the Arms Act be refunded.

I am directed to report that, in view of the fact that His Excellency has been pleased to grant
petitioners a free pardon in respect of the sentences imposed upon them in these ca.ses, the Com-
mittee recommends that the costs paid by them be refunded ‘

17th October 1899.

No. 444.—Petition of RoperT PAGE and Others, of Hokianga.

PrTITIONERS pray that the costs paid by G. E. Hedger, J. D. Martin, and R. Goldsworthy in con-
nection with certain prosecutions instituted against them under the Arms Act be refunded.

I am directed to report that, in view of the fact that His Excellency the Governor has been
pleased to grant the defendants a free pardon in respect of the sentence imposed upon them in
these cases, the Committee recommends that the costs paid by them be refunded.

17th October, 1899.

No. 476.—Petition of J. M. Doucrass and Others, of Woolston.

PrrITIONERS pray that the sum of £200 be placed upon the estimates for the reconstruction and
remetalling of the Ferry-bridge Road, Woolston.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petmon ghould be referred
to the Government for consideration.

17th October, 1899.

No. 50.—Petition of ErNeEsT F. Crack, of Dunedin:

PETITIONER prays for an inquiry into the cause of his dismissal from the construction branch of the
Telegraph Department. .

I am directed to report that the Commlttee has no recommendation to ma,ke

17th October, 1899.

2—I. 1.
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Nos. 486, 488, 499, and 502.—Petitions of 8. W. Extrican and -Others, of Westport; Rev. G.
B. Inauis and Others, of Ashburton; R. M. RysurN and Others, of Wanganui’; and J.
Henprick and Others, of Tauranga.

PrriTioNERs pray for the suppression of gambling.
I have the honour to report that, as the prayer of the petitions involves a question of public
policy, the Committes has no recommendation to ma,ke :
17th October, 1899

No. 490.—Petition of W. Dawson and Others, of Kaukapakapa.
PeriTioNERs pray for the passing of a Bill to appoint scrutineers for local-option polls.
I am directed to report that, a Bill dealing with the subject-matter of this petition having
already been passed by the House, the Committee has no recommendation to make.
17th October, 1899.

No. 461.—Petition of Basr, Hewrrr and Others, of Waimai.

PrrrrioNsrs pray that a Bill, submitting certain questions to the electors of the colony, be passed
by the House.
I am directed to report that, as the prayer of the petition involves a questlon of pubhc policy,

the Committee has no recommenda,tlon to make.
17th October, 1899

No. 424.—Petition of W C. FrASER a,nd Others, of Auckla,nd

PrriTioNERs pray for the passing of the Local Government Voting Reform Bill. =

I am directed to report that, as this Bill has already been passed by the House, the Commlttee
has no recommendation to make.

17th October, 1899.

Nos. 34 and 445. —Petmons of W. E. GIBSON a,nd Others, of Auckla.nd and F. H. MawxinG
and Others, of Auckland.

PrriTioNERS pray for an inquiry into certain matters connected with the Avonda,le Lunatic Asylum,

Auckland. ,

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommenda.tlon to ma.ke
17th October, 1899.

No. 489.—Petition of Isaerra Donne Hamrin, of Auckland.

PETITIONER prays for compensation for the death of her husband, an mterpreter in the service of
the Native Land Court.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no » recommendation to make

19th October, 1899. _ ' :

No. 485.—Petition of W. HaruerT and Others, of Whangamombna.

PeriTioNERs pray for aid to establish a school at Whangamomona, Taranaki.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, thls petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.
19th October, 1899.

Nos. 188 and 460.—Petitions of JonN FrrzeATRICK (Nos. 1 and 2), of Wairoa.

PeTITIONER prays that he be granted an old-age pension.

I am directed to report that, as the prayer of the petition involves a questwn of public policy,
the Committee has no recommenda.mon to make.

19th October, 1899.

No. 139.—Petition of TimorrYy Haves, of Auckland.

PeriTioNER prays that he be granted an old-age pension.

.I am directed to report that, as the prayer of the petition involves a question of public policy,
the Committee has no recommenda,tlon to make.

19th October, 1899.

No. 165.—Petition of JouN BuckrAxn, of Auckland.

PETITIONER alleges that a remission certificate, which had been charged by order of the Supreme
Court in his favour, was wrongfully handed over by the Treasury to the Official Assignee, Auck-
land. He prays for relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee has no recommenda,tlon to make.

19th October, 1899.

No. 505.—DPetition of Kare M. Burcmer and Others, of Waimate.

PrTITioNERS pray that the House will adopt measures for the suppression of gamblmg

I am directed to report that, as_the prayer of the petition involves a question of public policy,
the Committee has no recommendamon to make,

19th October, 1899.
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No. 276.—Petition of THERESA JANE GARRARD, of Grey Street, Auckland.

PeriTioNER prays for payment of £9 in connection wxnh the old-age pension, whlch she alleges
has been wrongfully withheld.

I am directed to report that the Commlttee recommend tha.t this petition be referred to the
Government.

218t October, 1899.

No. 304.—DPetition of D. Goupie and 8 Others, of Ngaruawahia.

PeririoNER prays that the Government will forego certain claims in connection with a bridge-
contract at Ngaruawahia.
T am directed o report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to the

Government.
21st October, 1899.

No. 399.—Petition of J. A. N. GrEensiuL and Another, of Picton.

PrriTIoNERS pray for refund of £25, forfeit-money in connection with the Havelock-Pelorus Sound
mailecontract.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to the
Government.

218t October, 1899.

No. 504.—Petition of WiLniam Henry Crarge, of Whakarewarewa, Rotorua.

PeriTioNER prays for a grant of land in connection with military services.
I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to the

Government.
218t October, 1899. *

No. 514.—Petition of Jomanna Jamms and 24 Others, of Brunnerton.

PeriTioNERS pray for the readministration of certain portion of the Brunner Disaster Fund.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that this petition be referred to the
Government.

218t October, 1899.

Nos. 78 and 465.—DPetitions of W. B. Epwarps and THomAs LINTERN.

I am directed to report that, when under consideration by your Committee, the petitions of W. B.
Edwards and Thomas Lintern were withdrawn.
21st October, 1899.

Nos 512, 393, and 380 (1898).—Petitions of Josgpn FranicH, H. voN BrarRemsEre, and F. W.
Boyx~Ton.
I am -directed to report that, having duly considered the facts in connection with the above
petitions, your Committee have in each case no recommendation to make.
21st October, 1899.

Nos. 90, 195, and 196, 316, 495, 517, 127, 143, 312 of 1897, 32, and 335.—Petitions of R. J.
Ferrus, CHARLES Brown, Pierce LyncH, J. DinworrE and Others, Sir WALTER
Burrer, M. Carry, Joun BrLu, HENRY HENDERSON, and Hexry Enuis.

I am directed to report upon the above petltlons that, owing to the inadequacy of the time which
has been at the disposal of your Committee, it has not been found possible to bestow upon them
due consideration. It is therefore recommended that they be referred to next Parliament.

21st October, 1899.

No. 487.—Pstition of E. Carrigan and Others, Wellington.

Prrrrioners pray—(1.) That they be awarded such sum of money as may compensate them for
losses which they state they have sustained through the taking of their land in the City of
Wellington under the provisions of  The Wellington Harbour Board Reclamation and Empower-
ing Act, 1898.” (2.) That the House will take steps tc secure justice for petitioners.

I am directed to report—(1.) Upon the first clause of the prayer the Committee has no
recommendation to make. (2.) As to the second clause: From evidence Before the Commlttee, it
appears that ‘The Wellington Harbour Board Reclamation and Empowering Act, 1898,” has
resulted in hardship to the petitioners, and the Committee therefore recommends the Government
to make full inquiry, with a view to affording the petitioners reliéf.

23¢d October, 1899.

No. 135. —Petltlon of J. R. Brair, Wellington.

PETITIONER prays that the Mount Cook Reserve, Wellington, be vested in the Counecil of the Vic-
toria College as a site for the college.

I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with the subject-matter of this petition is before
the House, the Committee has no recommendatlon to make.

23rd October, 1899.
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FinaL REPORT.

TrE Public Petitions A to L Committee have the honour fo report that they have this day agreed
to the following resolution: ¢ That this Committee desires to place on record its appreciation of
the attention; zeal, and ability displayed by the Cha,lrma,n (Mr Joyce member for Liyttelton) in
the conduct of its business during the current session.’

Approximate Cost of Paper—Preparation, not given; printiné (1,325 copies), £8 68s. éd.

By Authority: JoEN Macxay, Government Printer, Wellington.—1899.
Price 6d.] '
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