1899.
NEW ZEALAND.

"LAND FOR SETTLEMENTS ACT, 1894

(REPORT ON).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly in compliance with Section 39 of «“The
Land for Settlements Act, 1894.”"

The Lanxp PurcHase InsrEcror to the Hon. the MINISTER oF LaNDs.

Sig,— Department of Land for Settlements, Wellington, 20th June, 1899.
I have the honour to report on the transactions under ¢ The Land for Settlements Act,
1894, for the twelve months ending the 31st March, 1899.

There were twenty-two meetings of the Boards held during the year for business in the
tfollowing land districts—viz., Auckland, 1; Hawke's Bay, 2; Marlborough, 5; Nelson, 1; West-
land, 1; Canterbury, 8; Otago, 4.

Fifty-one estates, of a total area of 534,682 acres, were offered during the year. Of that area,
47,192 acres were declined, not recommended, or withdrawn, leaving 487,490 acres, of which an
area of 271,905 acres is under consideration, and an area of 215,580 acres was recommended for
purchase. Including with this latter area part of the land offered in the previous year, twenty-four
estates were recommended for purchase, with the result that the offers were accepted for thirteen,
of an aggregate area of 102,204 acres, for the sum of £582,115. Of the other eleven estates, the
owners of three declined the prices offered; the owners of five have the offers made them under
consideration ; and in the case of three estates no offers have yet been made.

The names of the estates purchased are:—XKarapiro, Willows, Mahora, Starborough, Rich-
mond Brook, part of Flaxbourne, Waikakahi, Tamai, R.8. 20184, R.S. 2682, R.S. 362287 R.S.
36469, and part of Elderslie. With the exception of Richmond Brook, Tamai, and Elderslie,
now under survey, possession of all was given within the year under review.

The total purchases under the Land for Settlements Act since its eommencement are sixty-
two estates, containing an area of 256,829 acres, at a cost of £1,250,647 for land, and £53,862
for road formations, surveys, and administration. In all, a total of £1,304,509.

The limit of appropriation fixed by statute, which expires on 31st March, 1900, is £2,000,0600.
There is therefore a balance of £695,491 available for additional purchases up to that date, after
which no new business can be entered on. Recently there have been several large estates offered,
which if purchased will, together with the price to be paid for Hatuma Istate, and the offers to
purchase now under consideration by several landowners, if accepted, absorb the greater portion of
the above sum. ,

Appended hereto are details in tabular form, viz :—

Table A.—Return of all lands offered to the Government, and how dealt with, from the 1st
April, 1898, to the 31st March, 1899.

Table B.—Return of lands recommended for purchase by the Board of Land Purchase Com-
missioners to the 31st March, 1899. '

Table C.-——Statement of lands acquired to the 31st March, 1899.

Report of the Surveyor-General on the *“ Condition and Settlement ” of lands acquired.

I have, &c.,
James McKERROW,
Chairman of Board of Land Purchase Commissioners,
and Land Purchase Inspector.

The Hon. Minister of Lands.

1—C. 5.
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C.—5. 16

REPORT OF THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL TO THE MINISTER OF LANDS.

SIR,— Department of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 5th June, 1899.

I have the honour to furnish the following report on ¢ the condition and settlement” of
the lands acquired under ¢ The Land for Settlements Act, 1894, and its amendments, in terms of
section 39 (2) of the Act. The report refers to lands which have been handed over to this depart-
ment for administration up to the 31st March last.

There have been fewer estates dealt with during the year ended the 31st March last than in
the previous period, the number for 1899 being seven, containiug an area of 90,708 acres 1 rood
4 perches, whilst that for 1898 was fourteen, of a total area of 58,691 acres 1 rood 31 perches.

The following table shows the new estates which have been handed over te this department
and dealt with during the year, and the attached table shows various particulars respecting them,
and also of all the estates that have been dealt with since the policy of acquiring estates from
private owners was initiated in 1894.

Esrares oFFERED for SELEcTION during the TweLve Montus ending 31st March, 1899,

Land District and Name of { Number of | Area unselected, Annual Rental Date opened for
Estate. Area of Histate. | Selectors. l 318t March, 1899. of ngﬁzkileea.sed. selel::tion,
f
Auckland— A. R, P l A ROB, | £ s d
Rangiatea ... .../ 4,004 0 O 17 753 0 0 564 6 2| June2?,1898.
Karapiro ... .. 12,270 3 9 13 69 1 0| 394 15 0 Oect. 21, 1898.
Hawke’s Bay— f
Mahora, ...1 1,183 3 0O 27 268 1 27 1,260 1 8 Mar.22,1899.
Willows ... 775 1 36 16 190 1 0| 573 10 4 Mar.22,1899.
Canterbury— .
Pawaho 52 0 18 21 7 022 108 14 6| April 5, 1898.
Waikakahi ... ... 148,248 0 21 139 6,426 2 11 14,838 14 10, Mar. 20, 1899.
Martborough—
Starborough (leasehold (34,224 0 O 43 3,949 0 0! 4,893 10 10| Mar.13,1899.
surrendered, 1,625 ac.) {
|
Totals ... ... 190,708 1 4 276 11,663 2 20 | £22,633 13 4
|

Since the 31st March, the greater part of the area of 11,663 acres unselected at that date has
been taken up.

In addition to the foregoing figures there have been thirty-five selections in the estates acquired
prior to 31st March, 1898. Of the four estates at that date which showed the largest amount of
unselected land, viz.: Okauia, Pomahaka, Otahu, and Beaumont (total, 12,896 acres), 7,592 acres
have been selected during the year, which, together with other selections, only leaves in the hands
of the Government an area of 4,759 acres. Details of all the selections will be found in the
accompanying table.

The forfeitures for non-compliance with the conditions of the leases, together with surrenders,
amounted to thirty, the area so forfeited being 2,643 acres, 3 roods, 20 perches, let for a rental of
£463 9s. 4d.  Most of the forfeited sections have been relet. ‘

The arrears of rent on the 31st March amounted to £2,938 6s. 9d., which was owing by 134
lessees, or an average of £22 per selector.

The reports of the Commissioners on the different estates will be found in the Annual Report
of the Lands and Survey Department of this year, and from these it will be seen that considerable
progress has been made on each estate. The effects of the dry weather of last year, together with
some high winds when the crops were coming on this year, were still felt at the date of the reports,
and the arrears of rent are in large measure due to those causes, which are, however, only
temporary in their operation.

The number of estates acquired under the Aet, and which have been offered for selection, is
fifty-six, containing an area of 243,947 acres (in which are ineluded 3,112 acres of Crown land,
being leases held by the former owners but now surrendered and dealt with as part of the estates).
On these estates, at the 31st March last, there were 3,077 persons residing, the number of houses
being 813, whilst the value of the improvements on the estates amounted to £129,133 18s. 9d.

£

The total cost of the estates purchased to 81st March, 1899 = .. 1,170,305

Cost of roads, surveys, administration, and preliminary expenses ... 53,862

» 1,924,167

Less cost of Richmond Brook Estate, not yet selected - .. 21,921

£1,202,246

e ————————

The lands disposed of are let at an annual rental of ... £57,747
The lands unlet (exclusive of roads, unlet reserves, &c.) are valued

at a rental of ... e 4,503
. £62,950
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It will thus be seen that if the whole of the lands were let, the rentals would bring in a return
of 5-17 per cent. on the capital invested in the estates that have been offered for selection. On the
other hand, the rentals of land actually let are bringing in a veturn of 4'8 per cent. on the amount
invested. As much of the land unlet at the 31st March has since been disposed of, the rentals
at the time of writing are actually bringing in over & per cent. on the capital sunk in them.

The sum actually payable for interest, calculated as for the 31st March, on the money raised
for the purchase of these estates was £42,497 3s. 5d., as against a rental of £57,747.

‘The construction of the branch rallway or tram-line to give access to the limekilns on the
Makareao Estate is in hand by the Public Works Department, and is approaching completion ;
whilst the work of building the kilns has algso been commenced. A sum of £4,685 9s. 10d. has
been expended in this work up to the 31st March.

8. Prrcy Smrrm,
Surveyor-General and Secretary for Crown Lands.
Hon. W. Hall-Jones, Acting Minister of Lands.
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Table D.—Retury of Lanps disposed of under the Land for Settlements Acts for the Year which ended 8lst March, 1899.
Date when | ATe® zlwqpired. incﬁfgg]gfhlé%%dF%ﬁg{éed, New Selectu:ﬁlsr?ﬁlgdt%gdl}gf: to Holdings Total Lands Leaged at Date. Sgegrlly tVElued Occupied Land. Arrears on 31st March, 1899. Rent and other Raﬁaﬁlts
. Land opened me ud.mgd Surrendered, or _ ot Ln eb an Payments | from Inception
Name of Hstate. for &S?Si;tlz:ll;l eor Resgmled ind g“ Ittelett " | No. of A 1 Rent No. of Annual Rent 31s6 March No. of H No. of Souls Value of \ Rent i recei]vedeurmg 318t fg h
1 T (2} . N ’ 0. O. ouse N © .
Selection. Deficiency. ?g)ﬁege?iofo: gelgcg;ioyn. Selgctgrs. Aren. I;Jg‘;:ble‘?n Sel(—?ctgrs. Area. pa.?g.gle 1899, on HoldinZs.s rgs;tli;ix;;;g:-n Improvements. ‘ Ares. A??eaftx’]. the Yoar g 1893?0 ’
Auckland— A. R. P R. A. R.P. A. B. P. £ s d. A. R.P. E d. £ s d. £ s d A. R. P, £ s.d £ s d £ s d
Opouriao Feb, 12,1896 7,604 0 O 2 384 121 1 0 2 0 1 00 64 6,955 019 | 1,390 15 8 45 11 2 56 199 11,942 0 © 1,398 0 39 98 14 4 93111 6} 3,37915 7
Okauia .. Feb. 21,1898 5,920 0 O 2 747 2 O 5 2,715 0 0 115 710 7 3,666 0 O 135 38 10 149 14 0 * * .. .. .. 49 19 5 59 17 5
Rangiatea June 22,1898 4,004 0 O 3 753 0 O 17 3,101 1 0 564 6 2 17 3,101 1 O 564 6 2 147 16 0 . 348 13 10 348 13 10
Karapiro Oct. 21,1898 2,270 3 9 1 69 1 0 13 2,111 019 394 15 0 13 2,111 0 19 394 15 0 1912 0 . 1197 18 1197 18 1
Haﬁz.lf]er:k]:.a‘y . .. | May 6,1896 427 2 0 1 . . . 20 416 0 88 543 2 O .. 17 84 1,821 5 0 112 1 1 64 15 6 561 8 6 1,42019 5
Elsthorpe .. .. |June 24,1896 9,740 0 0 0 4 320 . . 36 9,543 0 O 2,302 13 0 516 0 23 92 5,836 17 0 .. .. 2,218 6 6| 6,665 4 O,
Waimearie .o .. | Sept. 9, 1896 430 1 30 2 . 18 425 3 14 463 0 O . 15 60 1,413 18 0O 18 0 26 10 1 0 424 14 6 998 1 6
Pouparae .. April 21, 1897 337 3 4 1 .. e .. .o 9 336 1 12 405 8 0 .. 8 27 786 15 O .. .. 346 3 0 635 19 0
Mahotra Mar. 22,1899 1,133 3 O 1 268 1 27 27 844 0 8 1,260 1 8 27 844 0 8 1,260 1 8 371 11 . 0O .. .. .. 546 11 7 546 11 7
Tomoana .. Mar. 2, 1898 111 3 38 3 .. ve N .. .e 13 110 0 38 1385 2 0 .. 9 34 1,814 15 0O 60 9 O 128 0 O
Willows. . .. Mar. 22, 1899 775 1 36 . 190 1 0 16 585 0 36 573 10 4 16 585 0 36 573 10 4 184 19 10 . .. .. .. 286 15 2 286 15 2
n— B
Wf};gl&gr?ngi Feb. 28, 1898 322 3 32 12 3 20 13 72 331 89 14 4 32 285 1 21 284 11 6 2210 O 23 92 1,347 0 O i1 3 7 5 6 2 16918 9 312 010
Marlborough——
Blind River .. ** |} 7an. 16,1805 %920 0 0 " . 19 | 5163 0 0| 888 16 95 4,201 15 6 4,114 0 0| 701 5 9| §712 9 0§2,170 0 6
Teasehold surrendered ’ 487 0 O
Omaka .. . June 24,1896 38,898 0 O .. . . .o 13 3,837 3 0 589 e 12 55 3,348 15 0 1,059 0 0 97 8 2 294 7 1,405 4 7
Puhipuhi .. . .. | Feb. 25, 1897 320 0 O 320 0 O . . . . N 16 10 . .. .. .. . 8 5 33 0 0
tarborough art  Flax-
8 bourne,gar:d prch&nge }Mar. 18,1899 84,224 0 0 3,949 0 O 43 31,292 0 O} 4,898 10 10 43 81,292 0 0| 4,893 10 10 928 10 4 3 215 0 O 2,371 6 1 2,371 6 1
Crown Leasehold surrend’d 1,625 0 O
Canterbury—
Pareora. . . Jan. 18, 1894 620 2 13 8 2 . .. . 28 611 3 15 ) 396 6 26 105 1,950 4 6| 6 143 3 9 46 1 7 348 0 38 1,743 0 1
Studholme Junction Jan. 18, 1894 109 0 7 4 1 . .. . . 4 104 2 8 73 6 3 13 257 18 O | .. .. .. 68 1 1 353 10 3
Kapua .. .. Jan., 24, 1894 574 1 22 2 0 .. . . 12 572 1 22 270 4 I 12 40 1,102 5 0 4 181 1 29 97 9 4 213 8 6 1,154 8 10
Rosebrook .. June 26, 1895 600 1 8 .. .. . 14 600 1 8 307 6 14 63 1,667 17 6 2 106 3 9 2518 3 230 7 O 1,064 6 2
Otaio . June 26, 1895 373 3 14 6 2 . . . e 9 367 0 83 216 8 9 25 842 14 6 3 135 2 17 4115 9 188 17 8 738 4 6
Patoa .. .. Nov. 27, 1895 | 4,535 3 14 17 38 . “e 293 0 O 1413 0 4 4,517 3 28 170 6 2 5 818 0 0O .. .. .. } 579 5 8 517 10 4
The Peaks Aug. 1,1895| 2,811 0 9 12 0 . . . .. 12 2,799 0 9 196 6 1 1 1,142 0 0O . 609 18 1
Roimata Aug. 14, 1895 48 3 37 4 1 . . .. e 26 4 2 23 138 0 26 115 3,406 0 O 149 2 0 492 13 6
Kereta .. Dec. 4,1895 105 2 29 .. .. .. .. 4 105 2 29 82 0 4 27 523 5 6 7218 0 280 3 0
Braco .. Nov. 27, 1895 27 2 4 .. .. . 14 21 2 4 72 4 13 36 73 0 0O R 80 6 6 232 19 5
Epworth Nov. 27, 1895 21 0 8 .. .. .. 2 21 0 3 13 2 . 1 4 80 0 0O 615 7 84 17 11
Ashley Gorge Dec. 4,1895| 1,165 3 6 .. .o .. .. 10 1,161 1 2 258 0 . 11 46 2,405 0 O 279 910 900 15 6
Omihi Valley Dec. 29, 1897 20 0 O 20 0 0 e .e N . .e .. 13 5 0 .. ‘e .. .. .. .- .e
Orakipaoa .. June 22, 1896 884 0 31 .. .. .. . 27 384 031 397 8 e . 13 70 1,363 18 0 34 120 810 9 372 0 1 1,187 8 7
Highbank NS June 24,1896} 9,121 3 8 10 0 0 .. .. 72 9,024 3 18 3,039 4 5 00 62 214 9,323 17 © 342 1 388 44 17 2 2,326 311 8,668 13 5
Otarakaro .. | Mar, 24, 1897 39 8 9 . . .e ve 7. 39 3 9 111 0 . 7 35 770 0 O 12 2 31 11 38 5 92 14 8 161 16 5
Wharenui Mar, 24, 1897 73 110 2 00 3 6 2 4 3315 0 25 71 110 285 8 612 0 18 66 1,444 0 O 17 0 ¢ 10 13 10 233 19 2 465 2 6
Rakitairi Mar. 22, 1897 | 3,526 1 16 188 2 0 .. .. .o 21 3,338 3 34 1,009 6 52 8 2 15 68 2,535 10 6 453 3 0 6012 1 728 14 11 1,787 6 10
Waiapi .. Mar. 22,1897 | 1,124 2 36 . .. .. . . 15 1,124 2 36 518 10 . 15 55 2,27819 7 .. .- 487 16 2 1,006 16 0
Horsley Down May 81,1897 | 3,982 3 35 2 .. .e R . 25 3,946 1 19 1,072 0 .. 24 76 7,508 0 O .. .. 1,088 12 6| 2,51510 O
Albury .. .. .. | April 12,1897 | 19,539 1 24 3 219 8 38 . . . T4 19,190 2 24 3,434 0 37T 8 2 49 184 9,226 13 6 7,016 2 20 256 15 6 2,51019 1 5,500 18 2
R.S. 36469, Cannington .. | April 12, 1897 26 2 24 6 224 . . 1 20 0 O 3 4 11 11 10 .. .. .. . .. 3 7 4 510
.S, 2
MéﬁaaitliSG ) May 7,1897| 2,028 2 33 0 .. .. v . 13 2,026 2 33 748 10 .. 13 64 1,743 9 0 25 0 O 5 6 3 494 12 5 1,239 14 8
Hekeao .. Mar. 9,1898| 2,254 2 11 1 30 0 0 1 10 0 0 3 0O 10 2,156 0 25 617 2 9 0 0 5 24 1,718 5 6 .. .. 313 0 1 620 0 2
Waikakahi Mar. 20, 1899 | 48,248 0 21 3 6,426 2 11 139 41,076 2 31 | 14,838 14 10 139 41,076 2 31 | 14,838 10 1,922 6 10 . .. .. . .. 7,43¢ 9 5 7,434 9 5
Pawaho .. April 5, 1898 52 018 3 7 022 21 43 0 22 108 14 6 21 43 0 22 108 6 610 4 7 14 38510 0 T 022 2 410 9012 5 90 12 5
Otgggua.halka,‘r Feb. 20,1894 | 7,478 2 2 3 328 3 17 2 626 3 2 86 7 O 26 6,919 2 26 1,375 8 48 13 O 23 75 4,751 18 O 1,436 0 28 126 3 4 2,080 6 10 4,181 18 38
Teanarakit Feb. 7,189 351 0 39 3 30 0 O .. .. Je 20 314 1 30 267 0 27 5 0 15 54 1,117 0 © 185 8 35 97 8 4 194 17 5 1,131 15 1
Tahawait . Aug. 21, 1895 70 135 3 . . .. 8 68 2 14 35 4 .. 8 29 667 0 O .. .. 3315 4 11915 1
Maerewhenuat .. Sept. 10, 1895} 11,163 38 31 2 3 00 . . 70 10,910 1 28} 8,550 0 015 0 59 221 9,764 5 9 948 0 O] 29515 4| 1,990 8 10| 10,587 19 5
Puketapu Mar. 18, 1896 509 0 6 3 . . . 11 495 0 36 213 0 .. 8 23 763 8 7 .. .. 159 14 6 509 18 6
Ardgowant .o May 12,1896 4,268 3 28 0 19 0 29 . 63 4,143 2 15 1,894 8 911 10 50 199 7,009 19 1 33 0 6 i1 4 0 1,257 411 4,888 17 1
Mﬁkareao-} .. June 26,1896 | 2,383 0 4 1 .. . . 31 2,123 3 1 378 6 .. 15 55 1,494 11 9 578 2 1 102 4 4 ) 396 14 4 873 0 10
Makareao Hxtensiont April 14,1897| 2,573 8 6 0 .. . .. .. 4 2,670 2 9 296 4 3 6 596 10 0 .. .. 296 15 4
Momonat . May 10, 1897 224 0 15 0 . .. . ve 14 219 015 210 0 .. 14 49 1,808 12 6 6 037 013 0 186 12 10 398 11 6
Tokarahit May 11,1897 | 11,259 2 36 3 4 027 3 3 020 3 2 6 51 10,781 2 36 4,114 2 3 16 10 39 116 6,665 14 6 2,726 1 3 564 10 4 2,880 18 7 5,679 12 0
soll\lat:rl:idsge . Dec. 18,1895 9,998 0 0 2 479 1 20 .. .. .. 42 8,975 0 0| 1,362 7 8 51 15 2 33 132 6,422 0 0 1,332 1 0| 14019 3| 1,171 10 4,549 19 7
Otahu .. ‘e Nov. 4,1897) 6,044 0 29 2 ' 1,668 1 36 3 2,748 1 3 230 10 4 6 4,247 0 8 306 2 100 7 10 2 5 31815 0 554 1 0 618 6 201 6 6 264 3 11
Beaumontt .o Jan. 26,1898 4,322 3 20 1 2,019 0 3 4 1,502 1 3 210 6 O 6 2,282 212 339 4 229 10 0 4 10 433 0 0 .. .. 145 19 3 210 9 11
W]e??elg\lllg .o .. .. |June 26,1896 | 3,230 1 6 639 2 0 .. . 16 2,489 0 0 195 6 75 0 8 8 15 1,836 15 0 87 0 O 310 8 182 7 11 558 12 1
Totals . .. .. 243,947 2 8 18,796 1.3 35 311 87,031 319 | 23,421 10 2 | 1,304 218,485 3 36 | 57,747 18 5 4,503 3 0 813 3,077 129,133 18 9 23,027 318 2,938 6 9 | 38,804 10 2§ 93,916 7 11

* Note.—When the numbers in occupation and the amount of improvements are not given the leaseholds have not been inspected or the guantities are nil.
§ £46 bs. 3d, excess oredit in this estate; will be adjusted following year,

4—C. b.

Bgrats acquired but not dealt with at 8lst March, 1899.

t Old closed roads and small areas of Crown lands added. g
| This was resumed along with run No. 126, Maxiborough, and 240 acres were relet in May, 1899.

Marlborough—

Richmond Brook

Canterbury-—
R.S. 2692

Aocres.
5,158

Price 9d.)

dpproxzimate Cost of Paper~—Preparation not given; printing (1,425 copies), £23 6s. 6d.

By Authority: Jory MackaY, Government Printer, Wellington.—1899,

{ £7 17s. 9d. additional received, but not redited to estate; will be adjuzted following yeax.
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