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ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS.

Ar the meeting of the Board of Governors of Canterbury College, held on Monday the 27th March,
1899, the Chairman’s statement of the progress made and work done in the several departments
during the year was read, as follows :—-

TrE COLLEGE.

The last annual report and statement of the Chairman of the Board, being  the first under
“The Canterbury College and Canterbury Agricultural College Act, 1896,” was delivered on the
28th March, 1897. Various causes contributed to delay the circulation of the report, chisf amongst
them being the loss of the examination papers in the wreck of the s.s. ¢ Mataura,” near the Straits
of Magellan. The Senate of the University made the best arrangements possible under the unusual
circumstances of the case. Many students had, however, to undergo the trying ordeal of presenting
themselves for another examination before their hard-won honours and degrees could be awarded.

A special committee inquired into the working of the College, and into she causes of the falling-
off in the number of students attending. Much time and attention was given to the consideration
of the questions submitted under the order of reference; and some suggestions were made by the
committee with a view to increase the efficiency of the institution.

A final settlement respecting the division of assets between the Canterbury College and: the
Canterbury Agricultural College has been lately arrived at.” All the securities in which the two
institutions were jointly interested have been realised, and an amount of £20,471 18s. 4d. in cash
has been transferred to the custody of the Board of the Canterbury Agricultural College. There
still remains a sum of £5,800 due to the last-named institution, being the unpaid balance of the
award of £6,250, fixed by his Honour Judge Denniston. This bears interest at 5 per cent. per
annum. Certain properties forming a portion of the securities above mentioned have been in the
hands of the Board since the years 1887 and 1888. The aggregate total of investments made by
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