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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF FREIGHTS BETWEEN AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, AND EUROPE
(FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RELATING THERETO).

Presented to both Houses of the Gemeral Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

Wellington, 2nd December, 1897,
W. T. Glasgow, Esq., Secretary and Inspector, H.M. Customs, Wellington.
RrrerrinG to the various interviews I have had with you and Mr. Shannon in connection with
“your reference to the Gear Company in your memorandum to the Premier of 12th March last,
and to my letter to Mr. Shannon, dated 17th ultimo, I shall be glad if you will take an early oppor-
tunity of amending that portion of your official document which sets forth that the Gear Company
obtains reductions in freight which they do not allow to their clients. The statement is absolutely
incorrect ; and, so far as I can gather from Mr. Shannon, it appears to have been inserted through
a misunderstanding. Seeing that its publication is likely to do serious injury to this company, and
as I will be pleased to allow you to examine our books in order to refute it, I trust you will take
immediate steps to rectify the matter, as I am quite sure you have no desire that my company shall
suffer thereby. W. H. WiLniaums,
. —_— General Manager.
Mr. Shannon.
I smann be glad to have your remarks with reference to the above.
9nd December, 1897. W. T. GrLasgow.
Mr. Glasgow.
TuERE has been a misunderstanding. Your memorandum of the 12th March conveys the impres-
sion that {armers ship under the arrangement between the Gear Company and the shipping
companies. As a matter of fact, they have never done so, and could not do so, because the
arrangement referred to operated only in respect of meat bought by the Gear Company from
farmers in New Zealand. It was therefore misleading and incorrect to say that the Gear Company
got a reduction which was not allowed by them to the farmers. I find it to be the case, as
Mr. Millward says, that in all cases where farmers send meat through the Gear Company they are
charged only the same rate of freight as that paid by the company.
18th December, 1897. G. V. SHaNNON.
Hon. Premier.
I reereT that the above inaccuracy has crept into my report of the 12th March last. In justice to
the Gear Company I think this correspondence should be printed and placed on the table of the
House as supplementary to H.-28. T shall be glad if you will approve of this being done.
18th December, 1897. . W. T. Graseow, Secretary.
Approved.
R. J. SEpDON,
20th December, 1897.
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