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Enclosure 1 in No. 4.
The AGENT:GENERAL to the SEcrETARY, General Post Office, London.

SIR,— 13, Victoria Street, S.W., 5th April, 1897.
Referring to your letter of the 8rd October, 1893, respecting the renewal of the San
Francisco mail-service, in which you stated that the Imperial Post Office would continue the pay-
ments for the maintenance of the service until the next Postal Union Congress, my Government,
seeing that the next Postal Congress meets in Washington in May next, have instructed me to
obtain the Postmaster-General’s consent to this payment being continued until the expiration,
in November next, of the contract for the conveyance of the mails between New Zealand and San
Francisco. I have, &c.,
The Secretary, General Post Office. W. P. ReEves.

Enclosure 2 in No. 4.

The Secrerary, General Post Office, London, to the AGENT-GENERAL.

Sir,— General Post Office, Loundon, 15th April, 1897.

In reply to your letter of the 5th April, I am directed by the Postmaster-General to inform
you that the payments which the Imperial Post Office now makes towards the maintenance of the
service for the conveyance of mails between the United Kingdom and New Zealand by the route of
San Francisco will, as your Government requests, be continued until the expiration, in November
next, of the contract for the conveyance of the mails between New Zealand and San Francisco.

I am, &c.,
The Hon. W. P. Reeves. H. Buxton Formax.
No. 5.
The Hon. W. C. WALKER to the AGENT-GENERAL.
Sir,— Premier’s Office, Wellington, 7th June, 1897.

I have the honour to ackowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd April last, forward-
ing copy of correspondence with the General Post Office, London, in reference to the continuance
of the contribution which the Imperial Government now makes towards the maintenance of the
service for the conveyance of nails between the United Kingdom and New Zealand vid San
Francisco. 1 note that the contribution will be continued until the expiration of the contract in
November next. 1 have, &c.,

W. C. WALKER.
The Hon. W. P. Reeves, Agent-General for New Zealand, London.

No. 6.
The ResipENT AGENT for New Zealand, San Francisco, to the SmcrETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.
SIR,— San Francisco, 11th October, 1896.

I have the honour to report that I am in rcceipt of a communication from Messrs.

J. D. Spreckels and Brothers, informing me that they purpose substituting the s.s. ** Zealandia ” -

for the s.s. « Mariposa’’ for the January trip from this port, the change being necessary in order
to give the latter vessel an overhauling at this port.

The “ Zealandia ’ is a vessel now twenty-one years old, and slightly less than the gross

tonnage stipulated for in the contract, but, as far as I am aware, is perfectly competent to perform
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