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III.—Class and Additional Subjects: General.

IV.—Class-subjects: Comparison of School Groups.

Note. —A " town " school is taken to be one with at least three adult or certificated teachers employed in it.
In defining " single-handed" schools a sewing-mistresa is not reckoned.

" Best subject " means " best " exolusive of geography in Standard 11. When marks in two or more subjects are
equal, each subject is counted.

V.—Statistics of Classification.

In our school world the special feature of the past year has been the coming into operation of
the Manual and Technical Elementary Instruction Act of 1895. The importance of the event, if mea-
sured by the influence it has so far exerted on the practice of our schools, could scarcely be taken
to justify more than a passing reference ; but, however small the initial influence, and however
imperfect the provisions of the Act may be, it marks a new departure in the conception of the
educational responsibilities of the State. There is no doubt that the chief question of the day is
how far existing educational methods and courses of instruction may be modified in the direction
of extending the hand and eye training of the elementary school, and of giving the artisan a more
intelligent grasp of his craft through instruction in the scientific and artistic principles underlying
its operation.
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