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GENERAL STATEMENT of RECEIPTS and EXPENDITURE for the Year ending 31st December, 1896.

Receipts. £ s d.| FEaxpenditure. £ s d.
To Balance— i By Office staff-—Salaries .. .. 360 0 O
On Building Account .. .. 1,854 0 1 Departmental contingencies .. .. 245 13 8
On General Account .. 3,776 4 10 Inspector’s salary .. .. 500 0 O
Government grant for bunldmnq .. 459 1 8 Tnspector’s travelling- pxpenqnq .. 7 0 0
For buildings, from Gisborne ng’h Scheol Examination of pupil-teachers .. 73 010
Board of Governors . . 249 14 0 Teachers’ salaries andallowances (in-
Other receipts for buxlrhngq»u'ha,nsfer cluding rent, bonus, &c.) . .. 19,544 8 7
from School Fund . .. 1,000 0 O Incideutal expenses of qehools .. 2,247 9 1
Government cmrutory ca.plta,hon .. 21,308 13 0 Scholarships—
Scholarship grant ., .. .. 428 3 0 Paid to scholars .. .. ‘. 428 3 0
Inspection subsidy .. . 300 0 O Examination expenses . .. 39 8 0
Payments by School Commmxonerq for School buildings—
primary education. 3,146 14 6 New buildings .. . .o 2,754 19 4
District High Sehool fees (meludmp{ £2‘3 Improvements of buildings .. . 644 16 6
a grant from Governors of Gisborne Furniture and appliances .. .. 425 13 2
High School . 190 18 0 Plans, supervision, and fees. . .. 206 8 6
Subsidy for teachers’ salaries (dona.tmns Excha.nge on cheques, &c. . .. 27 711
from parents) .. .. .. 40 7 6 Transfer to Building Fund Accounc .. 1,000 0 O
Refund .. .. .. .. 211 0O Balance— £ s.d.
Dr.On Building Account 469 1 9
Cr.On General Account 4,553 0 9
—_— 4,083 19 0
£32,756 T 7 £32,756 T 7

Gro. THos. FANNIN, Secretary and Treasurer.
Examined and found correct—J. K. WarBurrToN, Controller and Auditor-General.

MARLBOROUGH.
SIR,— Blenheim, 18th March, 1897.
I have the honour to present the report of the Education Board of the District of Marl-
borough for the year ending 31st December, 1896.

At the beginning of the year the Board was composed of the following persons: The Hon.
W. D. H. Baillie, M.1..C., Thomas Carter, John Clervaux Chaytor, John Duncan, John Alison
Lambert, Charles Houghton Mills, M.H.R., William Benoni Parker, Joseph Henry Redwood, and
Arthur Penrose Seymour. Messrs. Lambert, Carter, and Redwood retired by rotation at the end of
March. Mr. Lambert did not offer himself for re-election. Messrs. Carter and Redwood were
re-elected, and Mr. Thomas Lindsay Buick was elected to fill the seat vacated by Mr. Lambert. At
the first meeting of the Board, Mr. A. P. Seymour, who had filled the office of Chairman uninter-
ruptedly since the first constitution of the Board, was again unaniinously chosen for the same
position. The Board held fourteen meetings during the year. The Hon. Captain Baillie attended
7 meetings ; Mr. Carter, 14 ; Mr. Chaytor, 13 Mr. Duncan, 8; Mr. Parker, 12; Mr. Redwood, 11;
Mr. Mills, 5; Mr. Seymour 6 Mr. Lambert, 1 and Mr. Bulck 4. The average attendance of
members durm«r the year was 5-78.

ScHoor Distriors.—The number of school districts under the Act at the beginning of the year
was twenty-five. In consequence of the purchase of the Hawkesbury Hstate by the Government,
and of its subdivision for closer settlement, it was found necessary to constitute a new district, which
has been named the Omaka School District. Probably the occupation of the Blind River Estate in
the same manner will render necessary the formation of another district in the near future.

ScHooLs.—Bixty schools have been in operation during the year, three small aided schools
having been temporarily closed since the end of 1895. Two of these will probably be re-opened
shortly, and several fresh applications for assistance have been granted or are under consideration.
The average roll-number for the year was 2,2564:75, and the (working) average attendance was
1,831-75, or 81 per cent., a slight falling-off from last year’s average.

Buirpives.—The balance in hand on the Building Account at the beginning of the year was
£76 9s. 6d., which, with the proceeds of the sale of the old school building at Onamalutu, £13 10s.,
was all the Board had to work on during the year, as the amount allotted to this district out of the
building vote was not received until after the end of the year. The following are the most impor-
tant works undertaken during the year: The new school at Canvastown was finished, and a
teacher’s residence erected. The Board supplied all the timber and other materials for two schools
in the Pelorus Sound—namely, at Tira Bay and Waitaria Bay, the inhabitants undertaking to
erect them at their own cost. These buildings are both larger than actually necessary for the
requirements of their respective nelghbourhoods as they are intended to be used as centres for
holding the annual examinations of sundry small household-schools in the vicinity. Plans and
spec1ﬁcat10ns for these buildings were supplied by the Board’s architect, and the inhabitants
deserve great credit for their share of the work. The school at Tira Bay has been completed and
in use since the beginning of 1897. That at Waitaria Bay is not yet finished. Txtensive repairs
or additions have been executed at Blenheim, Picton, Grovetown, Spring Creek, Waitohi, Fairhall,
and other schools. The new school sites at Canvastown and Blind River have been substantially
fenced, and at Havelock and Havelock Suburban old and decayed fences have been removed and
new ones erected. The purchase of the Canvastown site has been completed; and, taking advan-
tage of a favourable opportunity, the Board has purchased two allotments of land adjoining the
Blenheim School grounds, on one of which stands a cottage, the close proximity of which to the
infant school and the teacher’s residence might have caused serious annoyance and some little risk
(in the event of fire) to those buildings. These operations left the Building Account £1, 233 in debt
to the General Account, but the debt has since been reduced (by the receipt of last year’s building
grant) to £303. Since the end of the year the Board has accepted tenders for building new schools
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