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So far as this result can be relied on—and it is almost certain that the statis-
ties relating to standards are more accurate than those relating to age—it seems
that about 22 per cent. leave without passing the Fourth Standard, and about
39 per cent. remain after they have passed the Sixth, while those who leave after
passing the Fourth and Fifth respectively are about 23 per cent. and 16 per cent.
From the other calculation it appears that less than 8 per cent. leave before
they are thirteen, and that 45 per cent. remain till they have passed the age of
fifteen.

Pusric ScrHooLs AND TEACHERS.

The number of schools open rose during the year from 1,464 to 1,533. Of
the 69 additional schools, 68 will be found among the smallest, with average
attendance below 20. Half-time schools to the number of 54 are counted as 27
in this enumeration, and three small schools, being under one teacher, are
counted as one. The mean of the average attendances at all schools is 713 ; in
1895 it was 73-2.

TABLE J.—NuUMBER OF ScHOOLS, DECEMBER, 1896.
(In this enumeration every couple of half-time schools is reckoned as one school, except in the column for number of such

schools.)
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The number of sewing-mistresses in December was 191, and of other
teachers 3,515, including 1,043 pupil-teachers. The increase during the year
(including one sewing-mistress) was 130, the largest increase (41) occurring
among the women in sole charge of schools, and the next largest (28) in the
number of assistant-teachers. The mean number of pupils for one teacher
declined during the year from 317 to 31-1.

TABLE K.—ScHOOL STAFF, DECEMBER, 1896.
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