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THAMES DRAINAGE.
Big Pump.

Pumping operations have been steadily carried on during the year, the water-level being kept
493ft. from the sill. The May Queen Company was thus enabled to continue the low-level to
drain the new block opened from the Saxon workings. No other mine was worked at such a
depth. The quantity of coal consumed during the year was 2,500 tons, principally from Hikurangi
and Ngunguru Coal-mines.

The working expenses were £3,300, or about £280 per month. A new exhaust-pipe was fitted
to the top of the cylinder, at a cost of £50. A new 5}in. steel-wire rope (breaking-strain, 125 tons),
850ft. in length, and costing £114, was obtained to replace the round hemp rope used on the
capstan. A new pulley for the rope, fixed on the poppet-heads, cost £45. Six men are constantly
employed.

GENERAL RuLss.

The ventilation of mines and the other rules are generally well complied with throughout the

Hauraki district.
Divipexps PaAip.

Try Fluke Gold-mining Company, £1,250; Waiotahi Gold-mining Company, £1,500; Komata
Gold-mining Company, £1,500; Waihi Gold-mining Company, £40,000.

ACCIDENTS.

No fatal accidents oceurred during the year, but the following were reported :—

Thomas Johnson received injuries about the head and face from a blast in Vietoria Mine on
the 8th April, 1894. John Peat was injured by a truck falling over the tip at May Queen Mine on
the 25th June, 1894. Fred Booth was caught in machinery at Waiorongomai Battery on the 20th
August, 1894, Carlo Blusch was injured by piece of rock falling from hanging-wall, Queen of the
North Mine, on the 16th August, 1894. Thomas Paltridge : Leg broken by rock falling from side of
drive, Hazelbank Mine, on the 29th September, 1894. E. A. Daldy : Fingers injured by explosion of
a detonator, Hauraki Mine, on the 19th October, 1894. Mark Shea : Leg broken by fall from ladder,
Red Mercury Mine, on the 20th November, 1894. Herbert Robinson : Injury to hip by fall of mul-
lock on surface, Orlando Mine, on the 18th January, 1895. Edward Moore : Compound dislocation
of the toe by foot slipping under connecting-rod of pumping-engine, Hauraki Mine, on the 19th
January, 1895. Thomas Smith : Injured by explosion in a hole previously fired, Crown Mine, on the
26th January, 1895. John Egan : Collar-bone broken and severely bruised by fall of rock from hang-
ing-wall, Madden’s Folly Mine, on the 2nd March, 1895. Thomas Lynch was injured by fall from
ladder, Waihi Battery, on the 27th March, 1895.

" With the exception of Thomas Johnson, all the others are able to resume their ordinary
employment. )
Remarks.

The returns show an increase for Coromandel of 11,639z, This is due to the rich yield from
the Hauraki Mine, otherwise there would have been a decrease, owing to the falling-off in the yield
from Kapanga and Kuaotunu. ‘

In the Thames district there is a decrease of 11,88%0z., the falling-off being chiefly in the mines
within the drainage area and Moanataiari district. In Comer’s, Kuranui, there is an increase of
9490z. 5dwt., in the Waiotahi 100o0z. 1dwt., and in the Victoria 2820z. 17dwt.; whilst Hansen’s,
Kuranui, shows a decrease of 7070z., Hazelbank 1,6680z., Moanataiari 1,2280z. 8dwt., Cambria
68loz. 11dwt., and the May-Queen 3590z. 15dwt., being a total decrease of 4,0150z. 1dwt. There
has also been a great falling-off 1n the return from the New Alburnia Mine, the return being 9850z.
for 1895, as against 5,991oz. 15dwt. for 1894. In Tapu, Waiomo, Puru, Moanataiari, Waiotahi,
Karaka, Una Hill and Te Papa, Hape Creek, and Tairua districts yields are much less than those
of last year. .

Th}:a chief prospecting-work during the year has been in the Victoria, Moanataiari, Alburnia,
Fame and Fortune, and the May Queen Mines. The ground opened up has not so far been pro-
ductive, but the workings in the large block opened in the May Queen Mine already show that a
material increase in the next year’s yield from this mine may be anticipated. The workings lately
opened in the New Alburnia will yield payable returns. The general indications in the Thames
district are that, unless one of the rich patches for which the Thames is noted be discovered, there
is little hope that the vield for next year will favourably compare with the past returns.

The returns from Ohinemuri district, with the exception of the Crown Mine at Karangahake,
show a material increase, and at Te Aroha the decrease may be attributed to a less quantity of
tailings having been treated during the year. ‘

In Coromandel district there is every prospect of. rich returns being maintained from the
Hauraki Mine, and, although a large amount of English capital is to be expended in the Blagrove’s,
Scotty’s, Kapanga, Tokatea, Royal Oak, and other mines, there may not be any great addition to
next year’s yield of gold, as the preliminary work in shaft-sinking, &e., will probably occupy a
considerable part of this year. Extensive work in prospecting deep ground in country of & favour-
able character, but formerly inaccessible on account of water, will, in my opinion, lead to the
discovery of a continuation of the rich reefs formerly worked, and there is very little doubt of
ultimate success attending deeper exploration.

At Kuaotunu, a greater yield may be expected, the Try Fluke, Great Mercury, and Kapai-
Vermont having their mines well opened up, and the reefs yield good prospects of gold.

In the Thames district it does not at present appear that there will be any great improvement,
as, even in the event of a scheme being adopted to work the low levels, much time will elapse before
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