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forests, and preserving them from fires. Ranger Lusk, in charge of the Thames and Ohinemuri
districts, has defined the boundaries of the timber-leases held by private owners, and has also
defined the boundaries and counted the trees in the forest reserve near Tairua, a portion of which
has been killed by fire, and it will be necessary to sell such dead timber to prevent loss. He is now
counting the kauri-trees in all the clumps of bush upon Crown land situated upon the eastern
watershed of the main Thames Range, both for the purpose of ascertaining how much has been
killed by fire and also how much green timber the Crown has available for sale or other disposal.
It was intended to have dealt with the dead timber in the Puhipuhi Forest, which is fast
deteriorating in value, having been so long killed by fire, but, in view of the probable extension of
the Hikurangi Railway as far as the Whakapara River, the matter has been deferred.

Conclusion.—In conclusion, there is at the present time open for selection some 141,842 acres
of surveyed lands, equal to about four hundred and seventy sections, and 298,025 acres of .
unsurveyed lands, the principal additions to the Crown lands having been the successful
purchase of nearly 300,000 acres of good land in the Upper Waipa, and on to the Ohura and
tributaries. Of course a good deal of this is in the Taranaki District. Al the good land in the
Hokianga County is being rapidly taken up by special-settlement and other selectors, and it is also
contemplated to establish two or more co-operative bush-settlements on the main road-line between
Opanaki and Hokianga. GERHARD MUELLER,

Commissioner of Crown Lands.
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Summary of Lands taken wp.~—The area which was open for ordinary selection at the begin-
ning of the year was 19,597 acres, which, added to the area opened during the year, 9,643 acres,
made a total of 29,240 acres. Of this area, 12,363 acres have been disposed of, leaving open for
selection at the end of the year 16,877 acres. Of the unsurveyed area, 14,880 acres, open for
selection on the 31st March, 1893, only 2,720 acres were selected during the year. It is thought,
however, that the balance of the block would sell readily if the tracks could be opened up.

Analysis of Holdings taken up.~~The total number of selections this year is only a third of last
year’s; this is probably accounted for by the fact that most of the surveyors were employed on
special-settlement surveys, and the only two blocks opened during the year were immediately
taken up. The lease-in-perpetuity system appears to be the favoured one, the number taken up

under that system being more than double that under the right-of-purchase system.
‘ Cash Lands.—The area returned under this heading consists mostly of sections in the Town of
Stratford sold during March, 1893, and which were not paid for in full until April. The balance
comprises one section in the Town of Opunake, and two in the Township of Huiroa. The rural
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