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Battery Returns for the Year ending the 31st March, 1893—continued.

Westland District.
Very little has been done towards developing the quartz workings in the Westland District,

although a good deal of prospecting has been done at Taipo, Donnelly's Creek, Cedar Creek, Con-stitution Hill, and Eangitoto ; but so far nothing of any large extent has been found. During the
last year a few tons of stone were got up Donnelly's Creek, which gave a return showing that the
leaders found were well worth prospecting. Mr. C. Porter has been working on a leader which
varies from lin. to lOin. in thickness near the junction of the two branches of Donnelly's Creek,
and altogether he took out 45 tons of stone, which yielded, he informed me, 520z. gold. Mr.Porter is now engaged in constructing a lower adit-level to work the leader to a greater depth.
Moraline and party are prospecting higher up the left branch, and constructing an adit-level intothe range, but the chances of striking a payable lode at the place where they are working is
not great.

At Cedar Creek a prospecting drive was, at the time of my visit to this locality, being put infrom the end of the lower adit-level in the William Tell Claim; but this work has been suspended
for the present. Judging from the character of the country rock, there is a probability of stone of
a payable character for working being found in this ground.

At Constitution Hill, Antonio Zala has been prospecting for years, and during an interview withhim on my visit to Boss he stated that he first cut a leader in the face of the hill, and drove on it
for some 65ft., finding a little gold in the stone. During last year he was engaged in constructing an
adit-level about 300ft. lower than the first drive he put in, and had about 140ft. to go to cut the
leader he found higher up the range. There are numerous quartz leaders and veins in this locality
where the colour of gold "is occasionally seen in the stone, and there are several large quartz lodes
where no gold can be seen ; but no prospecting has been done beyond that by Antonio Zala, whohas been working there for the last five years.

Otago District.
Nenthorn and Baretvood.

There is now very little quartz-mining being carried on at Nenthorn; at the same time it is a
place which ought to afford a good livelihood to a number of working-men. There are numerous
auriferous leaders and veins of quartz in this locality running almost parallel with one another,which would pay working-men to take out and select stone for crushing but which would never pay
a company to work. The mere fact of so many companies starting quartz-mining operations, and
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