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might receive in respect of his position in the Ministry. He continued to discharge as far as
possible the duties of his Civil Service offices while a Minister of the Crown. While he was still a
member of the Executive, the Disqualification Act of 1876 was passed. By it a person holding any
Civil Bervice office was prohibited from being a member of either House of Parliament. The Hon.
Dr. Pollen being a member of the Legislative Council, the alternative before him was to resign his
political position or his Civil Service offices. On the 30th October, 1876, he resigned the Civil
Service offices, from which he had retired so far as emoluments were concerned over three years
before. When he resigned these offices he expregsly reserved his right to such pension as he might
be entitled to. He might have then further claimed to have had the amount of the pension settled,
but, being at the time in a position of power which other men might have used to their own
advantage, he honourably refrained from raising the question till he was no longer in a position to
influence the decision.

He continued a Minister of the Crown till the 18th October, 1877, when he applied that the
amount of his pension might be settled. It was ultimately fixed at the amount mentioned in the
previous report, but was allowed only from the 30th October, 1876. A point has been sought to be
made of a mistake in & memorandum by the Hon. Dr. Pollen as to the date from which he claimed
his pension, but, unless his explanation of the matter is to be rejected, there is nothing to be made of
that. The question is as to his right, and not as to verbal accuracy in the course of a somewhat heated
controversy. There is, however, a point worthy of notice in the course of that controversy. The Con-
troller-General minuted, ‘¢ If all were treated alike, Dr. Pollen is entitled to pension from 1873.”” The
question, therefore, which appeared to the Committee as that to be considered was whether the
pension fixed in 1880 should be paid from the time when the salaries ceased, on which it was
calculated, or from the time the offices were formally resigned. It istrue that during the interval he
received larger allowances as a Minister of the Crown, but that does not appear to your Committee to
touch the question of principle—whether the pension should be paid from the time when he ceased to
draw the salaries on which the pension itself was calculated.

Your Committee consider that no good reason can be urged against the payment of the arrears
from the date when the right accrued.

Your Committee therefore beg to affirm the recommendation of their former report.

ALFRED SAUNDERS,
10th September, 1891. Chairman.
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