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The above are low-class manures, with an excessive amount of calcic carbonate in the form of
coral, shells, &c. If some means could be devised so that the guano could be screened before
leaving the islands its value would be increased. The value of phosphatic guanos depends upon the
percentageof tricalcic phosphate-present. Although no doubt on many of our New Zealand soils the
cabonate of lime would be beneficial, yet, where it is desirable to apply lime, it could be done in a
cheaper way. One important feature in the Chesterfield guano is the small amount of 'silica it
contains. It is generally dry and in good mechanical condition.

Other phosphatic guanos have been examined—namely, the Coral Queen, Howland Island,
Abrolhos or Eat Island, Maiden Island, and Port Adelaide. The first four are ofmuch better quality
than the guano of the Chesterfield Islands, and if the supply holds out they will probably be the
source of the phosphates for our superphosphateindustry for some time to come. The Port Adelaide
samples are inferior to the Chesterfield, and contain an unusually high percentage of sand. The fol-
lowing analyses will show the composition of these guanos, with that of two others, the sources of
which are not known :—

Table III.—Analyses of Phosphate Guanos.

Akaroa Guano.
During the years 1888 and 1889 a quantity of guano was brought from the caves at Akaroa.

The samples varied considerably in quality. Some were nitrogenous, and equal to the best Peruvian
guano, while others were worthless. The better class ones contained feathers, which furnished a
portion of the nitrogen represented in the analyses. Most of the samples, however, contained
rather a high percentage of silica and insoluble matter; and, as this contained iron, the guano
would not be suitablefor the preparation of superphosphate, even supposing it could be procured
with a higher percentage of tricalcic phosphate. The varied composition and value of these guanos
shows well the importance of purchasing manures only on the results of analysis.

Table IV.—Analyses of Akaroa Guano.
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