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There is again a decline in the number of committals to the Industrial
Schools. The annual average of committals from 1830 to 1885 was 298:5, and
the maximum number for one year—340—was reached in 1885, the year in which
the Hospital and Charitable Aid Act was passed. The several numbers for the
several years since that date are 238, 224, 190, 169, and (for last year) 158.
During the year the number of children belonging to the schools has declined
from 1,525 to 1,454, and the number of children maintained by the schools (as
distinguished from inmates at service, or licensed to reside with their friends, or
otherwise absent from the schools) from 1,054 to 971.

The children admitted—as has been said—were 158. Of this number, 76
were destitute, 6 vagrant, 26 found in disreputable places, 9 uncontrollable, 38
guilty of punishable offences, and 3 admitted by private arrangement. The number
of inmates discharged was 229: 212 by warrant, 7 on attaining the age of twenty-
one years, 2 by marriage, 2 by transfer to the Costley Institute, and 6 by death. Of
the inmates of Burnham, two boarded-out children died—one of whooping-cough
and teething at the age of twelve months, and one of consumption at the age
of six ; and a boy of sixteen, who had absconded from service, was killed by a
kick from a horse. A boy of eight, boarded out from Caversham, died of inflam-
mation of the kidneys, preceded by ‘la grippe’”; and a boy of fifteen, belonging
to the same school, who was in a place of service, was thrown from a horse and
killed. At St. Mary’s, Nelson, a boy of seven died of meningitis. With respect
to the religious profession of their parents, the children admitted during the year
are classified as follows : Church of England, 68; Roman Catholic, 41; Presby-
terian, 31 ; Methodist, 9; Congregational, 2; Baptist, 1; ‘ Protestant,” 8; not
ascertained, 3. The circumstances and character of the parents of the children
admitted are shown in Table T, from which it appears that there are 47 cases in
which no suspicion of blame rests upon the parents, and 22 other cases in which
the information supplied affords no adequate means of forming an opinion in this
respect ; while in 17 cases’the conduct of both parents may be held to account
for the state in which the children are found, and there are 45 cases in which the:
character of the father alone, and 27 in which the character of the mother alone,

is liable to censure.
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