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The number of boys on the public school rolls is, as usual, greater than the
number of girls, the proportion being exactly the same as it was in 1889. Out
of every 1,000 pupils, 516 are boys and 484 are girls. With respect to the ages
of the pupils, the distinctions made in the statistics of former years followed the
lines indicated in the Education Act, which sets the limits of school age at five
years and fifteen years, and of the age of compulsory attendance at seven and
thirteen. The statistics for 1890, which are set forth in full in Table No. lin
the Appendix (p. 1), are more precise, and show the number of pupils of each
year, with respect to age, from five to fifteen. Beginning with children between
five and six years old, they show that the proportion of such children to the
whole number of the pupils on the roll in December was 7'3 per cent. The
percentages for the succeeding years in their order are 10*7, ITB, ITB, 12, 12-2,
11-1, 9'9, 7-2, and 4-1; and the percentage of pupils above the age of fifteen is
1-9. Table Cis a summary of the information contained in Table No. 1.

TABLE C.—Age and Sex of Pupils, December, 1890.

It will be observed that the years of age to which the four highest
numbers belong—each of these numbers being about 12 per cent, of the total
number—are the years from seven to eleven ; that the two years with the next
highest numbers are the years 11-12 and 6-7, with about 11 per cent, each;
and. that next to these is the year 12-13, with about 10 per cent. The num-
bers for the years 5-6 and 13-14 are nearly equal, about 7 per cent. each.
Only 6 per cent, of the pupils are above the age of fourteen, and less than one-
third of these have passed their fifteenth birthday. There appears to be a
decided tendency to a diminution of the proportion of children under the age of
ten, the corresponding increase in the proportion of older children showing itself
principally in the number of pupils between ten and thirteen, and slightly in the
number between thirteen and fifteen, while the number above the age of fifteen
shows a tendency to decline.

It is satisfactory to observe that the proportion of pupils that have passed
the Third Standard, or standards above the Third, is steadily increasing. It may
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