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Otago District.

Sir,— Sheep Inspector's Office, Dnnedin, Bth May, 1890.
I have the honour to forward my annual report on stock in the Otago District for the year

ended the 31st March, 1890.
The health of all kinds of stock has been very good. There were no serious floods in the Oreti

Eiver this past spring, and only an odd beast or two died at Winton, which indicates that the soiled
pastures had something to do with the previous mortality. No further deaths having been reported
from Wyndham district, I think the deaths in sheep which occurred last November and December
can safely be put down to cutting and shearing operations.

Luneworm and lice are giving very little trouble.
The lambing, with very few exceptions, has been extra prolific, and owing to the dry warm

summer the percentage of deaths between marking and weaning has been very small. The clip also
whs very satisfactory.

Feed has been abundant on the high country throughout the district, but in the central and
northern portions both native and artificial grasses have failed from want of rain, and I much fear,
should a severe winter follow7, that there will be heavy losses of stock. Turnips in many parts are
also a failure.

Keas.—These birds are reported as very troublesome in the back portions of Waitaki, Vincent,
and Lake Counties.

During the year ended the 31st March, 1890, 278,507 frozen carcases (being 40,625 more than
previous year) were exported from the three ports in this district—namely, Dunedin, Oaniaru, and
Bluff; 28,572 were preserved, being a decrease of 31,428; and 64,476 were boiled down, being a
decrease of 30,871. There were 54 animals imported am) 4 exported, as against 124 imported and
50 exported in the previous year. J have, Ac,

Alfred Douglass, Inspector.
The Flon. the Minister of Lands (Stock Department!. Wellington.

Appendix A.
Comparative Statement of the Number of Carcases of Frozen Mutton exported from the

Colony during the Year ended the 31st March.

Note.—"When the export of frozen mutton commenced in 1882, the number of carcases shipped
was not recorded. The Statistics for 1882, p. 144, show that 15,244c\vt. of frozen meat was
exported during the year ended the 31st December, 1882, valued at £19,339 ; and the Statistics for
1883, p. 150, show that 86,994-Jcwt. of frozen mutton was exported (exclusive of beef) during the

year ended the 31st December,"!BB3, valued at £316,106.

Appendix B.
Comparative Statement of the Number of Sheep in the Colony, returned annually under

Section 21 of "The Sheep Act, 1878," on the 31st May.
1879 ... ... 11,693,911 1885 ... ... 14,546,801
1880 ... ... 11,530,623 1886 ... ... 15,174,263
1881 ... ... 12,190,215 1887 ... ... 15,155,626
1882 ... ... 12,408,106 1888 ... ... 15,042,198
1883 ... ... 13,306,329 LBB9 ... ... 15,423,328
1884 ... ... 13,978,520
Note.—The return of all sheepowners, and the number of sheep and lambs on 31st May, 1890,

showing the county in which owners reside and their sheep are depastured, so far as the information
is supplied in the Schedule "A" furnished by sheepowners under section 21 of "The Sheep Act.
1878," will be published in the New Zealand Gazette as soon as the returns are complete.
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