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1888.
NEW ZEALAND.

REPORTS OF WASTE LANDS COMMITTEE.

(3Mzr, FULTON, CHAIRMAN.)

Presented to the House of ch;‘esen‘tatib-é;, and orderved to be printed.

No. 38.—Petition of Amrria Brown.
THE petitioner states that her first husband, John Colegate Pratt, served in the Waikato Militia
during the Maori war; that he received a grant of land, upon which he resided for some time and
then left it. She asks that she may now receive a grant of land.
Tam directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.
1st June, 1888.

No. 87.—Petition of Davip Du~rop.
TrE petitioner states that he was a soldier in the Tinperial Army, and served with his regiment in

New Zealand during the Maori war.
I am directad to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
1st June, 1888.

No. 47.—Petition of R. P. Hobax. :
TraE petitioner states that he served in the Waikato Militia in 1863. He asks that he be given a

grant of land.
I am directed to report that the Committee ave of opinion that this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
1st June, 1888.

No. 48.—DPetition of J. D. BENTLRY.
THE petitioner states that he served in the New Zealand Militia in the year 1863. He asks that

he be given a grant of land.
I am divected to veport that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
1st June, 1888,

No. T2.-—Petition of Jamus CAMPBELL.
TuE petitioner states that he served in the New Zealand Land Transport Corps in 1861-65. He

aska that he be given a grant of land.
T am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
1st June, 1888.

No. 75.—Petition of WiLLiaM GEORGE (GARRARD.
TuE petioner prays for a * naval ” grant of land.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.
1st June, 1888.

No. 73.—Petition of THoMmas LoNERGAN.
THE petitioner states that he served in the 58th Regiment during the Maori war; that he was
granted forty acres of land for “ special service.” Te now asks that a grant of sixty acres be given

to him.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition xhould be referred
to the Government for consideration.
1st June, 1833,
1—I. 5.
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No. 74.—Petition of Jomx McCANDLEISH.

TaE petitioner states he served in the 18th Regiment during the Maori war. He asks that he may be
given a grant of land. ‘

T am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

1st June, 1888.

No. 105.—Petition of Francis SIMMONDS.

TrE petitioner states that he served in the Imperial Navy and in the New Zealand Armed Con-
stabulary. He asks that he may be given a grant of land.

T am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

1st June, 1888.

No. 5.—DPetition of Joun Woop.

THE petitioner states that he served in New Zealand in the 57th Regiment. He asks that a grant
of land be given to him.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

1st June, 1888.

No. 159, Smss. IT., 1887.—Petition of JamMEs PrENTICE and 24 Others.

THE petitioners pray that the relief clause in the Special Powers and Contracts Bill, introduced in
1886, may be applied to the pastoral deferred-payment leases which they hold in the Provincial
District of Otago.

I am directed to report that the prayer of the petition has been already dealt with in the Land
Act of 1887. : :

1st June, 1888.

No. 248, Sesgs. I1., 1887.—Petition of Roserr PAvr Hobge.

TaE petitioner states that he served in the Waikato Militia and Land Transport Corps. He asks
that a grant of land be given to him.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Comimittee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

1st June, 1888.

Oraco CENTRAL Rainway BiLL.

Tae Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the Otago Central Railway Bill, have the

honour to report that, after having gone carefully through the Bill and taken the evidence of Mr.

McKerrow, Surveyor-General; Mr. Blair, Assistant Engineer-in-Chief; and Mr. Pyke, M.H.R.,

they are of opinion that the Bill should not be allowed to proceed. (For evidence, &c., vide I.-54.)
8th June, 1888.

Nos. 132, 143, 146, 159, and 160.—DPetitions of W. McGrecor Hay, Jorn Sramp, THOMAS
Prarr, Wirnniam McGinverTY, and PETER GARBES.

THE petitioners claim grants of land for their services in the Imperial and New Zealand Forces
during the Maori war.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these petitions should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

12th June, 1888.

No. 224, Sess. II., 1887.—Petition of W. PainToN and Another, Owners and Lessees of Land
in the Rintoul Survey District.

THE petitioners pray that a public road may be made up the Wairoa Valley.

I am directed to report that the petition be referred to the Government for consideration ; and
the Committee further recommend that more active steps should be taken throughout the colony,
by pushing on surveys and roading, for the purpose of opening up large areas of land for settlement.

12th June, 1888.

No. 849.—DPetition of Joun NoODDER.

THE petitioner prays that he may receive a Crown grant of forty acres of land selected by him in
1858 in the Maungakaramea district.

I am directed to report that the petitioner has no claim upon the colony.

12th June, 1888.

No. 345, Sess. II., 1887.—Petition of J. P. Oakes (No. 1.)

THE petitioner claims the Waiharakeke land, and prays for a Crown grant thereof.
L am directed to report that the petitioner has no claim on the colony.
12th June, 1888.
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No. 846. Sess. II., 1887.—Petition of J. P. Oares (No. 2.)
TrE petitioner claims a piece of land on the Hokianga River, and prays that a Crown grant thereof
may be given to him.
I am directed to report that the petitioner has no claim on the colony.
12th June, 1888.

No. 280, Sess. II., 1887.—Petition of G. G. CooreEr and Others.

TaE petitioner prays for the repeal of certain clauses in Nelson Crown lands leases.

I am directed to report that, as relief may be given by a Bill now before the House, the Com-
mittee have no recommendation to make.

12th June, 1888.

No. 271, Sess. 11., 1887.—Petition of TroMas Frazer and 2 Others.
THE petitioners state that they are settlers in the Waihemo District, and that they have suffered a
serious injustice through the Land Act of 1878, by which the price of sections was raised {rom £1
10s. to £3. ‘
I am directed to report that, as relief may be given by a Bill now before the House, the Com-

mittee have no recommendation to make.
12th June, 1888.

Navan anp Minitary SETTLERS AND VoLUNTEERS Lanxp Binr.

TeE Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the Naval and Military Settlers’ and Volun-
teers’ Land Bill, have the honour to report that they recommend that the Bill, as amended, be
allowed to proceed ; and the Committee further recommend that a provision should be inserted in
the Bill making the certificates transferable by indorsement.

12th June, 1888.

Nos. 175, 184, and 185.—DPetitions of Francrs J. 8. Prinere, James Broww, and DAVID
MACARTNEY.

TaE three petitioners state that they served in the Imperial Army in New Zealand during the Maori
war. They pray that they may be given the grants of land to which they are entitled.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these three petitions should be
referred to the Government for consideration.

13th June, 1888.

No. 403, Sess. II., 1887.—Petition of James M. CrLARKE.

THE petitioner prays that the line between the school-reserve and his property in the Parish of
Waitara may be resurveyed and set out by the Government surveyor.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

13th June, 1888.

No. 302, Sess. II., 1887.—Petition of J. D. Baker and Others.

THE petitioners complain of the rents payable under the West Coast Settlements Act, and pray that
a revaluation of the Waihi Block may be made.

I am directed to report that, as relief may be given to the petitioners by a Bill now before the
House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

13th June, 1888.

No. 508, Sess. II. 1887.—Petition of James Roger and 67 Landowners, Catlin’s River
Settlement.

THE petitioners pray—(1) That as the survey of three blocks of land in the Catlin’s River District has
been completed, and access to them will have to be taken through private property, the necessary
roads should be at once purchased ; (2) that survey of road-lines should be made before sale through
all lands open for application ; (3) that, owing to the heavy traffic coming from the deferred-payment
lands at the head of Owake Valley, a sum should be placed on the estimates for repair of Owake
Valley Road. :

1 am directed to report that, with regard to the former part of the petition, the Committee
report that the Survey Department are carrying out the wishes of the petitioners, and, as to the
latter part, the Committee recommend that the petitioners be referred to the local body for relief.

13th June, 1888.

LaNp ror SETTLEMENTS BILL.

TaE Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the above-mentioned Bill, have the honour to
report that they have duly considered the same. The Committee recommend that the Bill be
allowed to proceed, subject to the amendments shown in a copy of the Bill attached.

13th June, 1888.

ENDOWMENT RESERVES ADMINISTRATION BILL.

Tre Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report that
they have duly considered the same, and they recommend that it be allowed to proceed, subject to
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the amendment shown in a copy of the Bill attached, and with a clause embodying the resolution
hereto appended.
Resolution appended.
Resolved, That a clause be added to the Bill providing that any lands put up for sale or lease
under the provisions of the Public Reserves Act or this Act shall remain open for selection at the
same upset price or rental for a period not exceeding twelve months after the date on which such

land was put up for sale.
20th June, 1888.

No. 412, Sess. II., 1887.—Petition of F. T. Murray and 26 Village Settlers, at Motukaraka.
TaE petitioners pray that the Village Steward be directed to visit them regularly ; that they still be
allowed compensation for bushfelling, &c.; that roadwork be given to them, and that they be paid

monthly for the same.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
28th June, 1888.

No. 3.—DPetition of BENJAMIN ROBINSON.

THE petitioner states that prior to the year 1864 he received a land-order from the Government ;
that during the Maori war in 1864 he gave the order to Dr. Featherston. He prays that a search
be made in the Crown Lands Office respecting his claim.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that this petition should be
referred to the Government for consideration.

28th June, 1888.

No. 471, Sess. II., 1887, and No. 147 of 1888.—Petitions of MARTIN POWER.

TrE petitioner states that he surrendered his lands on the Waimate Plains to the Government, and
received £90 compensation for his improvements. He prays that he may be granted a further sum
of money, he being in bad health.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petitioner has no claim upon
the colony.

28th June, 1888,

Nos. 18, 22, 30, and 53.—DPetitions of Joserr Gowrr and Hrnry SmiTe, WILLiaM McALLAN,
GeorgE Greca and 30 Others, and ArLexaNxpeEr McPurerson and 33 Others.

THE petitioners are deferred-payment settlers. They pray for a revaluation of their land and a
readjustment of their financial position with the Government.

I am directed to report that, as relief may be given to the parties signing these petitions by a
Bill now before the House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

928th June, 1888.

No. 247, Sess. IL., 1887.—Petition of MArRGARET D. Braas.

TrE petitioner prays that she be allowed to select land in the Auckland Distriet under a land serip
which has been lost.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioner has no claim upon
the colony.

98th June, 1888.

No. 2.—Petition of JAMES ATKINSON.

Tar petitioner asks compensation for loss of land at Wanganui, which he alleges was cut off by
the Government, and given to Mr. Churton.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the facts alleged in the petition
are contrary to the evidence before them, and therefore the petitioner has no claim upon the
colony.

28th July, 1888.

Nos. 12, 32, 47, 48, 49, 64, 66, 59, 94, 95, 117, 119, 129, 130, 181, 132, 188 of Sess. I1., 1887,
and 215, 216, of 1888.—Petitions of HeNrY PorTER, Lieut.-Colonel A. Crowr, WrLriam Love,
Jon~ JoxcE, Jor~ Love, WiLniam McKeEvER, HENRY 8. Symes, WiLniam H, Crark, SiMoN
Ryan, Winpiam Minner, James McCormick, SamueEn HurcHinson, WiLniam G. GARRARD,
Ropivsox SpENcEr, Witniam F. Mawe, Groree WarsoN, ALBErT RusseLn, PETER
McKEArNEY, and JouN SADGROVE.

THE petitioners severally pray that they may be given grants of land in consideration of their
military services in New Zealand.

I am directed to report that, in accordance with a previous resolution adopted by the Com-
mittee, these nineteen petitions are referred to the Government for consideration.

28th June, 1888.

Famr RENT AND PricE or LanND Birwn.

TeE Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report that
they have duly considered the same, and they recommend that it be allowed to proceed, subject to
the amendments shown in a copy of the Bill attached,

29th June, 1888.
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No. 129.—Petition of FREDERICK LAURIE.

THE petitioner asks for compensation for land, and buildings thereon, situate at Kawhia, in the
Auckland District, which property, he alleges, his father svrrendered by order of the Governmeut in
1860, during the Maori war.

T am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration,

4th July, 1888.

No. 179.—Petition of Joux H. Larmavy and CeArRLEs B. Knorpp.

THE petitioners state that in the years 1883, 1884, and 1885 they planted three parcels of land with
forest-trees in the Waikato District ; that they have received a sum of £576 7s. 6d., but have been
refused pavinent by Government of two other sums of £484 and £513. They pray that these sums
may now be paid to then.

I am directed to report that, as the matter is now before the Legislature, the Committee are of
opinion that this petition should be referred to the Government for consideration.

4th Julv, 1888.

No. 298.—Petition of Grorge J. N. Bramisu.

THE petitioner states that he was a captain in the 14th Regiment, and served with that corps for
several years in New Zealand. He prays, as a reward for his services, that he may be given a
grant or such other relief as may be deemed most fitting.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition sheuld be referred
to the Government for consideration.

4th July, 1888,

No. 108.—DPetition of EseEnrzer Brack and Others.

THE petitioners state that they are deferred-payment settlers in the Mount Hyde district. They
ask that the price of their land may be reduced.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, as the subject-matter of the
petition is now under the consideration of Parliament, they have no recommendation to make.

4th July, 1888.

No. 43.—Petition of BensamiN Navror and Another.

THE petitioners state that they purchased land under the deferred-payment system at Lauder
in the year 1875, and made improvements thereon; that the land was afterwards sold through
their not having built homesteads thereon, and was repurchased by them at an advance on original
price. They pray for inquiry and relief.

T am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the report of the Waste Lands
Committee in June, 1886, on a similar petition by the same petitioners, should be affirmed-—viz.,
““ That the petitioners have no claim.”

4th July, 1888.

Nos. 322, 835, and 337.—Petitions of Jorn McAxesTrRY, JouN Forney, and RoserrT NoTTON,

THE petitioners pray that, in return for their military services in New Zealand during the Maori
war, they may be given grants of land.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these three petitions should be
referred to the Government for consideration.

6th July, 1888.

No. 182.—Petition of Crarres A. BrowN and 14 Others.

THE petitioners state that they are village settlers at Swanson and Waitakerei, in the Auckland
District. They pray that their holdings may be altered from leasehold to freehold.

T am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.

6th July, 1888.

No. 208.~—Petition of WirLiam Browx and Others.

THE petitioners pray that the Endowment Reserves Administration Bill may not become law, as it
would seriously infringe on their financial interests in their endowments.

I am directed to report that, as the Committee have already made recommendations on the Bill
to which this petition objects, they have no further recommendation to make.

6th July, 1888.

LaxDp Acrs AMENDMENT BILL.

Tur Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report that
they have duly considered the same. They recommend that it be allowed to proceed, subject to
the amendments shown in a copy of the Bill attached.

17th July, 1888.

Erresuere Lake Laxps Binn.

Tar Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report that
they have duly considered the same. They recommend that the Bill be allowed to proceed without
amendment.

18th July, 1888.
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SraTE FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Tre Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report that
they have duly considered the same. They recommend that it be allowed to proceed, subject to

the amendments shown in & copy of the Bill attached.
20th July, 1888.

No. 846.—Petition of MicrAEL GILL.
TrE petitioner states that he served in the 57th Regiment and the Colonial Forces during the
Maori war. He prays that a grant of lJand may be given to him.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.

20th July, 18RS, S -

No. 172.—Petition of R. M. Hawges and Others.

THE petitioners state that in the year 1880 they entered into possession of lands in the Waikawau
Block, under « The Homestead Act, 1877 ;" that they have not yet received Crown grants thereof.
They pray that the grants be now issued.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petision should be referred
to the Government, with a recommendation that the Crown grants be issued to the petitioners.

20th July, 1888.

No. 236.—Petition of STepPHEN EARL.

THE petitioner states that in the year 1876 he purchased from one James Whitney, a discharged
soldier of the 12th Regiment, a scrip for sixty acres of land; that the land was selected for him in
the Parish of Okahu, Kaipara. He prays that a Crown grant for said land may be issued to him.

I am directed to report that the Committee reaffirms the report made to the House by the
Waste Lands Committee in August, 1883, upon a similar petition from the same petitioner—viz.,
“That the attention of the Government be drawn to the memorandum signed by T. G. Waters
(copy of which is attached), issued by the Crown Lands Department at Auckland, by which the
petitioner seems to have been misled into purchasing the claim of one Whitney. That the Govern-
ment be recommended to give effect to the prayer of the petition.”

20th July, 1888.

Pusric ReEsErvEs Sank BinrL,

Tae Waste Lands Committee, to whom was referred the above Bill, have the honour to report that
they have duly considered the same. They recommend that it be allowed to proceed, subject to the
amendments shown in a copy of the Bill attached.

26th July, 1888.

No. 239, Sess. I1., 1887.—Petition of Jamus McCaBe and Another.

Tur petitioners state that they are the owners of two sections in Franklin South, Auckland; that
in the year 1870 they put a caretaker in charge of the sections, and petitioners went to Humphrey's
Gully, Westland ; that during their absence the sections were sold by the Government to a recrea-
tion-ground committee. They pray that the sections may be restored to them.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that the claim of the petitioners is a
just one, and that the sections taken from them should be reconveyed to them.

31st July, 1888.

No. 224, Petition of LEONARD SIMPSON.

THE petitioner states that, by direction of the Chief Surveyor, Auckland, in September, 1881, he
commenced the survey of Block Paengaroa North, in the vicinity of Maketu; that in March, 1882,
the Chief Surveyor directed him to discontinue the survey ; that since that date the work has not
been proceeded with ; that petitioner agreed with the Natives to make no demand for payment until
the completion of the survey; that he was nine months on the survey, and expended a sum of £215;
that, owing to his agreement with the Natives, he is unable to recover this money. He prays for
relief.

T am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for favourable consideration.

31st July, 1888.

No. 173.—DPetition of EpwarRD LAMBERT.

THE petitioner states that in the year 1362 he received a school-teacher’s land-order; that in the
year 1863 he was called away to join the Volunteers, and was unable to carry out the conditions of
his land-order. He prays that he may now be given the land or compensation therefor.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, petitioner has no claim on the

colony.
31st July, 1888.

No. 121.—Petition of THoMAs MILLETT.

THE petitioner states that in the year 1864, prior to his emigrating to New Zealand, he purchased
two land-grants for that colony in London; that since his arrival he has been promised the land,
but has not been given it. He prays that the land be now granted to him,
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I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the jCommittee, the report of the Waste Lands
Committee in October, 1884, on a similar petition from the same petitioner, should be reaffirmed—
viz., «“ The petitioner not having complied with the terms of ‘The Waste Lands Act, 1858," the
Committee cannot recommend his prayer to the favourable consideration of the House.”

31st July, 1888,

Nos. 347, 380, 396, 397, 411, 424, and 428.—Petitions of Winniam F. Mawg, Jessk SacE,
Winniay Warrs, CuarneEs R. Campsern, Joux Darny, Duganp McLavcrnan, and Isaac
ReapiNg.

THE petitioners state that they served in the Imperial and Volunteer Forces in New Zealand
during the Maori war. They pray that they may be given grants of land or compensation for their
services.
T have the honour to report that, in terms of a resolution already arrived at, the Committee
are of opinion the above seven petitions should be referred to the Government for consideration.
14th August, 1888.

No. 393.—Petition of CHARLES MAINWARING.

Tur petitioner states that he served as an officer in the Indian Navy; that he arrived in Auckland
in the year 1863 ; that he has not yet received the grant of land to which he is entitled as an
officer of Her Majesty’s Navy. He prays that the grant may now be given to him.

I am direeted to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

14th August, 1888.

No. 365.—Petition of Mary WiLriaus,

THE petitioner states that her husband, John Williams (now. deceased), was a soldier in the 58th
Regiment during the year 1858. Petitioner prays that the grant of land to which her husband was
entitled for such service may now be granted to her.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

14th August, 1888.

No. 361.—Petition of J. W. JacksoN and 26 Others, Pemberton Special Settlement.

THE petitioners state that they are members of the Wanganui Small-farm Association ; that the
association was formed under the regulations in force relating to special settlements; and that one
Dudley Eyre was appointed secretary to the association; that the said Dudley Eyre has absconded
with a large sumn of money intrusted to him by the members of the association for payment to the
Receiver of Land Revenue and for other purposes. They pray for relief. :

I amn divected to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioners have no claim
against the colony; but the Committee recommends that, under the heavy losses the petitioners
have suffered through the defaleations of their secretary, they receive reasonable consideration in
the matter of survey charges.

17th August, 1888,

No. 404.—Petition of ANDREW Jacr, Wade, Waitemata.

THE petitioner states that he has planted seven acres with forest-trees in the Provincial District of
Auckland. He prays that he may receive the compensation to which he is entitled under the Act
for the encouragement of tree-planting.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

17th August, 1888.

No. 469.-—Petition of Epwarp JonEs.

Tuy petitioner states that he served in the 58th Regiment and the Colonial Forces during the Maori
war. He prays that a grant of land may be given to him.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

17th August, 1888.

No. 324.—Petition of R. DicksoN and OQthers.

Ty petitioners pray that a tract of land along the skirts of the Croyden Bush, and now infested
with rabbits, should be cut up into fifty-acre sections, with a view to abating the nuisance and
encouraging sebtlement.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

17th August, 1888.

No. 344.—Petition of Grorae McCrean, Hawera.

TaEe petitioner states that he purchased Section No. 100 in the Patea Survey District, which section
was originally a grant to Katene (a Native); that he has been refused the title to said section on the
ground that Katene had become a rebel; that in year 1886 a Bill was introduced in the House of
Representatives legalising his title, but it was thrown out by the Legislative Council. He prays
that his title be now granted to him.



I.—5. 8

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that the Government should take the
necessary steps to convey to the petitioner the property claimed by him in this petition.
17th August, 1888. _ o

No. 432.—DPetition of Danter Bare and 71 Others, Riwaka.
THE petitioners pray that a road be made through their settlement at Riwaka, with a view to open-
ing up a larger tract of country.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
17th August, 1888.

No. 385.—Petition of Joun CamBrIDGE and 105 Others.

THE petitioners pray that the road through Section No. 119, Block XI., Leaning Rock District, be
closed ; that an inquiry be held as to certain surveys in said block; that full compensation be
allowed for formation and maintenance of road during past years.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.

17th August, 1888.

No. 111, Sess. I., 1887.—Petition of the WELLINGTON AND MANAWATU Rammway CoMpANY.

THE petitioners state that in the year 1882 a contract was made between the Government of New
Zealand and themselves for the construction, working, and maintenance of a line of railway between
Wellington and Longburn; that by clause 11 of the said contract it was agreed that in the event
of the Government acquiring certain lands within a period of five years from the date of the said
contract such lands or a proportionate part of the same should be granted to the company; that
petitioners have reason to believe that the Government have acquired a portion of the lands referred
to in clause 11 of the contract. Petitioners pray that effect be given to the object and intent of
clauses 11 and 12 of the said contract or to the alternative claim of the petitioners.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the company have no equitable
claim upon the Government. (For evidence, &c., vide 1.-58.)

17th August, 1888.

No. 484.—DPetition of CaarLes L. PemBeErTON and 41 Others.

TaEe petitioners state that they are members of the Pemberton Association; that their secretary,
Dudley Eyre, has absconded with a large sum of money intrusted to him by them for payment
to the Receiver of Land Revenue; that if their sections, owing to said defalcations, become forfeited
many of the petitioners will be absolutely ruined. They pray for relief.

T am divected to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioners have no claim on
the colony ; but the Committee recommmend that, under the circumstances of the heavy losses the
petitioners have suffered through the defalcations of their secretary, they receive reasonable con-
sideration in the matter of survey charges; that petitioners be recommended to capitalise their
payments; and that the Government be requested to exercise every possible leniency in dealing with
these unfortunate settlers.

921st August, 1888, o

Nos. 479, 480, and 4835.——Petitions of Tuomas CamMERoON, ANgus CAMERON, and RicHarp Lowry.

Tae petitioners state that they served in the Colonial Volunteer Forces during the Maori war.
They pray that in return for their services they may be given grants of land.

T am directed to report as follows : That, in the opinion of the Committee, these three petitions
should be referred to the Government for consideration.

21st August, 1888,

No. 497.—Petition of Jory Luxpon (Neo. 3).

THE petitioner states that when acting as agent for the Government he placed oie hundred settlers
on the Herekino Block, in the years 1886-87; that at the time of so placing these settlers he
promised them that a road would be made through the block ; that in 1887 the Minister of Lands
promised a vote for the formation of the road would be placed on the estimates. He prays that
the money be now granted, and the road made through the Herekino Block from Kawakawa to
Hokoronui.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
28th August, 1888.
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