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INSTITUTION YOR DEAF-MUTES.

Tre number of pupils in the school at Swmmner at the end of the year was
forty-two, showing an increase of one for the year, four having entered and three
left. The institution has now been at work so long that older pupils will be
leaving every year and making room for new pupils. The advantage secured by
the addition made to the staff is at present neutralised by the absence of the
senior assistant master, to whom it has been necessary to grant leave of absence
for a few months. His return, however, is daily expected, and the school will
soon be in a better position than ever to do justice to the pupils.

The expenditure for the year was £3,732 15s. 9d., accounted for as follows :
Salaries, £1,221 12s. 9d. ; board of pupils, £1,666 8s. ; rent, £562 10s. ; travelling,
£130 3s. 6d.; sundries, £152 1s. 6d. Towards this expense the pcn'ents con-
tributed £318 12s. 8d.

No. 2.

Reporr OF THE DIRECTOR.
Sir,— Sumner, 9th May, 1888.

In discharging my official duty to forward to the department this year’s report of the in-
stitution T have the honour to state that active and united co-operation has again been the leading
principle adopted by all the officérs in their work during the past year. No stone in fact, has been
left unturned to produce maximum results in the least possible time; and, if T do not wish to
extol the quality of the work as being in some instances of a superior oLder I may, at any
rate, claim for the greater portion of it a character of thoroughness and substantiality. In
point of numbers there has been little change. Forty-two puplls were present from the
beginning to the end of 1887. The deal pupil-teacher, who in February joined the classes for
the purpose of practising lip-reading, was hardly a month in the institution before she
showed serious symptoms of the same illness that caused her deafness, and on the recommendation
of the Medical Officer she was sent back to her friends. The vacancy thus created was almoss
immediately filled up by a younger pupil, likewise deaf only.
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A perusal of the subjoined list of pupils will show that all parts of the colony sent representa-
tives to our class-room. Of the twelve Otago pupils, five came from Dunedin, two from Stirling,
one from Greytown, one from Orepuki, one from Port Chalmers, one from Palmerston, and one
from Oamaru. Of the nine pupils from Canterbury, four came from Christchurch, one from
Ashburton, one from Akaroa, one from Yaldhurst, one from Kaiapoi, and one from Irwell. Of the
two pupils from Nelson, one came from Reefton, one from Walmangaroa, and there was one pupil
from Brunnerton in Westland. The North Island quota consisted of ten pupils from the Provincial
District of Auckland, viz., six from the City of Auckland, two from Kawakawa, one from the
Thames, and one from Gisborne. Of the five pupils from the Provincial District of Wellington, two
came from the City of Wellington, one from Wanganui, one from Patea, and one from Marton. The
two pupils from Hawke’s Bay came both from Napier. The one pupil from South Australia also
remained.

Amongst the any visits that were paid to the institution none seemed to interest us more
than the one from an old pupil who had left school the previous Christmas. This youth, a lad of
seventeen, had conie specially to show us his engine as he termed it. We were aware that even
before leaving us he had devoted some of his leisure time to the making of a few wheels, iron plates,
&e., with the idea of turning out some particular work, but none of his teachers expected to see
such an elaborate piece of mechanism as this boy had brought in the shape of a mnicely-finished
model of a stationary steam-engine, furnished with boiler, gauge, &e., and quite complete in other
parts. Knowing as we do, from various sources, that this youth, in the construction of this model,
had had no assistauce whatever from any one, and having been witness of its actual working on our
premises, I cannot but regard the boy’s mechanical contrivance in any other light than as a credit
to his skill, perseverance, and mtelligence, and as a proof that in his case, at any rate, the labourious
hours of instruction devoted to his mental cultivation have assuredly not heen labours in vain.

That the educational work of the institution is bearing fruit in other departments is manifest
from the fact that several of the elder girls can with ease handle the flat-iron and work the
sewing-machine, understand how to make butter, and can ably assist in the duties and routine
of an ordinary household. One girl from the North Island while at home for the holidays eut out
and made het younger sisters’ dresses. A glance at her own, also made by her own hand, is suf-
ficient to convince that it would not disgrace the work of a competent dressmaker. The more I see
of the aptitude that many of these colonial deaf children show in practically mastering different
branches of household econonty, the deeper I am convinced of the importance there is to provide o
permanent institution with suitable conveniences and ample room, so that greater attention may be
paid than it is possible to do now to all matters bearing on the industrial pursuits and the material
welfare of our deaf-and-dumb.

To give one more typical illustration. At the close of the past year the oldest boy in the
school, & lad of seventeen or eighteen, left the institution for good. Being one of the elder children
of a large family, and of a somewhat thoughtful turn of mind, the boy fairly gauged his future
position in the social scale, and had on that account for some time evinced a strong determination
to acquire as much practical knowledge of things as time and opportunity would allow of. On
leaving he was not only possessed of a fairly good education, but had also acquired a good know-
ledge of gardening, and had obtained considerable experience in a variety of matters, such as the
tending of a quiet horse and driving it, the feeding of cattle, pig-killing and the curing of bacon,
haymaking, including the use of the seythe, &e. To what good use it could all be turned is
clear from the result, as stated in a letter from the father, saying that his son got employment with
a neighbouring farmer at a remuneration of 10s. a week and all found.

The yearly vacation was spent by the pupils at their respective homes as usual. Apart from
the evident advantages of meeting their parents and other relatives, there are those arising from a
change of air and scene, which, added to the beneficial effects of the rest, gives them increased zeal
for and renewed interest in their studies for the coming year.

‘While in the North Island last January I had again occasion to examine several children,
supposed to be deaf-mutes, but who are in reality defective in intellect. Of this class New Zealand
seems to have her full share. I was also called upon by the father of a full-grown deaf-mute, who
was anxious to ascertain if his daughter could still be admitted into the institution. As the girl
seemed very intelligent and anxious to learn, it was painful to me to have to intimate that it was
oo late, her age bemng far beyond thirteen, the time named by us in the original prospectus as the
latest age at which deaf-mutes ought to be admitted.

From this and other similar cases, which have recently been brought under my notice, I have
reason to believe that there are still numbers of deaf-mute children between the ages of seven and
twelve, hidden in country places, who are not brought under the humanising influence of suitable
education. Could not national school teachers be prevailed upon to show their sympathy for these
afflicied ones by reporting, if discovered, their names and addresses to the Inspector-General of
Schools, Wellington, or to the Principal of this institution? A word of advice also from teachers or
others to timid or negligent parents would probably bring about the desired effect of getting such
children to school, and in thus preventing arecurrence of cases like the one referred to above. They
would really perform a most charitable act.

At the request of several of the parents of pupils, and to the evident delight of the pupils
themselves, a commencement has been made this year with the teaching of drawing. Miss Rose
Budden, a young lady well known in art circles in Christchurch, has been engaged as teacher.
Miss Budden visits the institution every Thursday afternoon; and, judging by the progress which
the pupils have already made, T am satisfied that our seleetion of teacher has been a fortunate
one. I have, &c., ‘

The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington. G. Van Ascr.
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No. 8.

Mgepican OFFICER'S REPORT.
Sk, Christchurch, April, 1888.

In submitting my annual report upon the deaf-and-dumb asylum at Sumner I have once
more the pleasure of stating that every care and attention continues to be paid to the health, com-
fort, and education of the pupils. The places are kept clean and orderly, while the drainage—to
which I made reference in a former report—has now been thoroughly attended to. The pupils,
who numbered last year forty-two (twenty boys and twenty-two girls), have, on the whole, main-
tained good health. A few, suffering from some slight ailments, received advice and treatment at
my house. A few of the pupils are somewhat delicate, and these receive extra care, attention, and
comforts. The pupils continue to make satisfactory progress in their education under the unremit-
ing care and attention bestowed upon them by Mr. and Mrs. Van Asch and their assistants.

I have, &ec.,
The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington. H. H. Prixs, Medical Officer.

[dpproximate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, nil; printing (1,575 copies), £2.1
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