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NEW ZEALAND.

OPENING UP FOR SETTLEMENT AN ENDOWMENT
RESERVE AT MAKIKIHI

(CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO).

Return to an Order of the House of Representatives, No. 20, of 1887.
Ordered, ¢ That there be laid upon the table copies of the correspondence between the Government and the
Governors of the Canterbury College with a view to the opening-up for settlement of a certain endowment reserve at
Makikihi,”’—(Major STEWARD.)

. No. 1.
The Hon. the Minister of Taxps to the Cmairwan, Board of Governors, Canterbury College.
Sir,— General Crown Lands Office, Wellington, 17th June, 1886.

With a view of mecting the < unemployed ” difficulty which arises from time to time in the
Canterbury District, the Government is desirous of, as far as possible, effecting a permanent remedy
by settling people on the land.

Unfortunately there are no Crown lands suitable for settlement at present available in the
neighbourhood of the chief agricultural centres. The Government is therefore anxious to arrange
with the authorities administering education reserves, whenever possible, to open land for settlement
in small areas on the perpetual-leasing system.

As reserves cut up and leased in small areas would undoubtedly realize a larger aggregate rental
than if leased for agricultural purposes in large blocks, the revenue available for the purposes for
which the reserves were originally let would rather be increased than diminished. The Govern-
ment accordingly hope to have the concurrence and co-operation of local bodies administering reserves
in giving effect to the above suggestions.

An opportunity now presents itself in the Makikihi District, by the falling-in on the 80th April
next of the leases of parts of Reserves 678 and 679, and I shall be glad to hear that the Board of
Governors of the Canterbury College see their way to recommend that an Order in Council may be
issued for dealing with these lands in terms of the 237th section of «“ The Land Act, 1885.”

T have, &ec.,
J. BALLANCE,
The Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Canterbury Minister of Lands.
College, Christchurch.

No. 2.
The ReaisTtrar, Canterbury College, to the Hon. the Ministar of LanDs.
Sin,— Canterbury College, Christchurch, 21st June, 1886.

I have the honour, by direction of the Chairman, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 17th June, 1886, respecting the leasing of Reserves 678 and 679 in small sections, in accord-
ance with clauses 237, &c., of *The Land Act, 1885,” and to state that the same will be laid before
the Board at the next meeting. I have, &c.,

The Hon. the Minister of Lands, Wellington. » F. G. Srepman, Registrar.

No. 3.
The Rucistrar, Canterbury College, to the Hon. the MinisTEr of LaNDs.

SIR,— Canterbury College, Christchurch, New Zealand, 30th June, 1886.
I have the honour, by direction of the Chairman, to refer to your letter of the 17th June
1886, respecting the leasing of Reserves 678 and 679 in small sections, in accordance with clause
237, &e., of “The Land Act, 1885,” and to state that it was laid before the Board on the 28th June,
and that the Iistates Committee of the College were directed to consider the matter, and to report
to the Board at its next meeting, on the 12th July.
I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Minister of Lands, Wellington. I, G. Srepman, Registrar.
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No. 4.

The Uxprr-SECRETARY for CrowN Lanps to the Reaistrar, Canterbury College.
(Telegram.) 31st July, 1886.
PLEASE refer to your letter 753 of the 30th June. What was done at Board meeting on 12th July

in rega,rd to leasing Reserves 678 and 679 ? g H. J. H. Eriorr,
F. G. Stedman, Esq., Reglstra,r, Canterbuly College, Chmstchurch Under-Secretary.
No. 5.
The RrcisTrAR, Canterbury College, to the Uxper-Secrerary for Crown Lanps.
(Telegram.) Christchurch, 2nd August, 1886.

TaE Board have not come to any decision yet with regard to leasing Reserves 678 and 679.
F. G. StepMaN,

The Under-Secretary Crown Lands, Wellington. Registrar, Canterbury College.
No. 6.
The Recistrar, Canterbury College, to the Hon. the MinisTer of Lanbs.
SIR,— Canterbury College, Christchurch, New Zealand, 2nd September, 1886.

I have the honour, by direction of the Chairman, to inform you ‘that your letter of the 17th
June, No. 552/2, suggesting that parts of Reserveq 678 and 679 should be brought under the pro-
visions of seetion 237 of ¢“The Land Act, 1885,” was referred to the Istates Committee for their
consideration and report.

The Committee sat several times, and, after a full investigation into the whole circumstances
surrounding the question submitted to tlvem came to the conclusion that they could not see their
way to advise the Board to bring the land under the provisions of the Act before referred to. The
Board, after due consideration, adopted the report of the Committee, and in informing you of the
decision of that body I am directed to express its regret that it is unable to give effect to the
wishes of the Government as expressed in your letter. I have, &e. ,

The Hon. the Minister of Lands, Wellington. F. G. Srepman, Registrar,

No. 7.
The Hon. the Minisrer of Justice to Major Stewarp, M.H.R.

Sigr,— General Crown Lands Office, Wellington, 9th September, 1886.
Referring to the inquiries made by you during last session as to whether the Education
Reserves Nos. 678 and 679, near Makikihi, could be made available for leasing in terms of section
237 of ““The Land Act, 1885,” T have the honour to forward, for your information, copy of a letter
received from the Registrar of the Canterbury College, by which you will see that the Board of

Governors cannot agree to the reserves in question being brought under that clause of the Act.

I have, &e.,
J. A. Toug,
Major Steward, M.H.R., Ashburton. (For the Minister of Lands.)
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