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No. s.—Petition of Thomas Butler. (No. 1).
The petitioner states that he was Superintendent of the Nelson Lunatic Asylum; that in 1876 he
was removed from office by the Provincial Executive; and that in 1877 a Boyal Commission was
appointed to consider his case, but did not fully do so. He prays for a further investigation.

I am directed to report that the Committee can see no reason to depart from the decision
arrived at in 1882.

26th May, 1886.
No. 27.—Petition of John Tuck.

The petitioner states that when lately in England he purchased pedigree horses at great cost,
intending to bring them with him to New Zealand, and only discovered that he was prohibited
from landing them here, direct from England, when he went to take their passages; that he has
the said horses now at keep in England, awaiting permission to land them here, which he prays
may be granted.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of this Committee, the Government should so
amend the Order in Council of the 20th August, 1883, as to permit the importation of horses from
Europe, and thus prevent the anomaly of first landing them in New South Wales and then
forwarding them to New Zealand.

26th May, 1886.
No. 29.—Petition of John Gibbons.

The petitioner states that he was injured by an accident on board the steamer " Gemini," owned
by the Kaipara Steam Shipping Company; that he brought an action against the company, and
was awarded £700 damages; but that the company threatened to go through the Insolvency Court,
and deprive him of everything, unless he would accept £350, which he was compelled to do. In
consequence of the accident he is now destitute, and prays for relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.
26th May, 1886.

No. I.—Petition of John Muir.
The petitioner states that in March, 1885, he became the purchaser of the old Harbour Board
offices at Dunedin for the sum of £310. He prays for thereturn of a portion of the purchase-money
on the following grounds: That the building was advertised for sale by the Public Works Depart-
ment without reserve, but that a reserve of £300 had been placed upon it—a fact known to two
other bidders, but not to him; also that, being on the street-line, it had to be pulled down, and
was only worth what could be got for it as old material, which was very little, owing to cement-
mortar having been used instead of lime-mortar, and the boards being full of nails—facts which he
had no opportunity of ascertaining.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
27th May, 1886.

No. 10.—Petition of William A. Graham and Others.
The petitioners pray that a Commission may be appointed to inquire into and report upon the
management of our working railways; that no Eailway Boards or Commissioners may be ap-
pointed until this inquiry has been held; that the Commission should be specially instructed to
inquire into the system of levying fares and charges proposed by Mr. Samuel Vaile, of Auckland ;
that, as the arrangement of the tariff is mainly a commercial and financial matter, they pray that
the Commission may consist of the Minister for Public Works, the Under-Secretary for Public
Works, the General Manager of the New ZealandEailways, and other Commissioners to be selected,
—one by each of the Chambers of Commerce in New Zealand, but, in districts where there are agri-
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cultural or pastoral associations, one of these to be joined with the Chambers of Commerce in the
selection of the Commissioner for that district.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that this petition should be referred to
the favourable consideration of the Government.

27th May, 1886.
No. 13.—Petition of Mart Ann Caverley.

The petitioner states that her husband was employed as engine-driver in charge of a steam-crane,
by the Eailway Department, for a period of ten years and nine months, and that while at his work
he caught a severe cold, through which inflammation of the lungs set in, causing his death. She
prays for relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot; recommend the prayer of this petition.
27th May, 1886.

No. 14.—Petition of John Wood.
The petitioner states that he was employed by the Provincial Government of Canterbury as a pilot,
and also as master of the steam-barge " Sumner" from March, 1874, to January, 1877, a period of
two years and ten months; that since then he has been employed by the Lyttelton Harbour
Board, but has now been dismissed; that he applied to the Harbour Board for compensation for
loss of office under " The Abolition of Provinces Act, 1875," and " The Financial Arrangements Act,
1876," but has been informed by the Chairman of the Board that his claims under the said Acts
cannot be recognized, and that at the time the Board appointed its staff they did so without refer-
ence to any claims for past services under the Provincial Government.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that the petitioner has no claim
against the Government.

■ 27th May, 1886.

No. 16.-—Petition of Elizabeth Blair and Others.
The petitioner states that on the 24th November, 1885, while changing carriages at Mosgiel
Station, she was knocked down by a passing train, and so severely injured as to be unable now to
perform the simplest offices of life for herself. She, together with 190 residents of North Taieri,
prays that compensation may be given her.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
27th May, 1886.

No. 24.—Petition of John Hewitt and Others.
The petitioners regret to find that the industrial and destitute children's homes are excluded from
the control of the Boards who have the management of " The Hospital and Charitable Institutions
Act, 1885." They urge that these homes should be immediately placed under the supervision and
control of the said Boards, so that those who have to contribute to the support of these institutions
may have some voice in the annual expenditure required for their maintenance; they also think
inquiry should be made as to the reason why the children of so many Soman Catholic citizens are
placed in these homes. The petitioners pray that a very special inquiry may be made into all these
matters, and that the Government will place all such institutions under local control.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

27th May, 1886.

No. 25.—Petition of James Young.
The petitioner, late a warder in the Auckland Gaol, states that he was discharged through ill-health, and received compensation. He prays for further consideration.

I am directed to report that the Committee can see no reason to alter the decisions arrived at
in the last two sessions.

27th May, 1886.

No. 3.—Petition of William France.
The petitioner states that he has been employed as Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee for
nine years; that at the end of the session of 1884 he had a severe attack of diabetes, brought on
through the worry and anxiety of overwork; that in 1885 he got through his work with much
difficulty,but this year his health is so broken that he has had to resign his position as Clerk to the
Committee. He prays for consideration.

I am directed to report that the Committee regret they cannot see their way to recommend theprayer of the petitioner.
Ist June, 1886.

No. 9.—Petition of Mart Ann Thompson Tandy.
The petitioner states that last session twelve acres of land in Canterbury were granted to her bythe Government, and that she and her family wish to go and live on this land, but have no means
to do so, as it is far from firewood and timber for house-building. She prays that Government will
grant her a small sum of money to enable her to setttle on the land.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner
Ist June, 1886. ' *■
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No. 30.—Petition of Thomas B. Hannaford (No. 1).

The petitioner states that in February, 1886, he wrote to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, asking
for permission to carry out an indefinite number of matrimonial lotteries, but was informed that, in
the present state of the Gaming and Lotteries Act, the Minister was powerless to aid him. He
therefore prays that such alterations or additions may be made to the said Act as will enable him
to carry out an unlimited number of matrimonial lotteries.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend theprayer of the petitioner.
Ist June, 1886.

No. B.—Petition of Maria W. Wilson.
The petitioner states that her husband (Eobert Old), a Taranaki settler, was employed agains*
the rebel Maoris in the wars of 1860-64, and was recommended to the Governmentfor his bravery
at Waitara. That, while on duty in October, 1864, he was rushed by a mad bullock, and gored;
from the effects of this wound he died in the following June. Petitioner prays for consideration on
account of her husband's services.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
Ist June, 1886.

No. 28.—Petition of Denis Hogan.
The petitioner states that he met with a permanent injury while working in a quarry belonging to
the Corporation of Wellington, owing to the negligence of the officers of the Corporation. That he
brought an action against the Corporation under "The Employers' Liability Act, 1882," for
compensation, and, in bar of said action, the Corporation pleaded want of notice of injury, as provided
by the said Act; that he was confined to bed for many months, and in ignorance of the provisions
of the Act omitted to give the statutory notice of injury within the time limited, and is thereby
deprived of the remedy he would have had against his employers; that the Corporation knew of
the injury, but insist on maintaining the technical plea; that the compensation he is entitled to
under the Act amounts to more than £300. The petitioner prays that the Act may be so amended
as to allow his action to be tried, or that he may have other redress.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner,
but are of opinion that the petition should be referred to the Government for consideration in the
event of any amendment being contemplated in " The Employers' Liability Act, 1882."

Ist June, 1886.
Nos. 64, 65, and 66.—Petitions of Joseph Harvey and Others (No. 2), Joseph Chambers and

Others (No. 2), and George Tait and Others (No. 2).
The petitioners regret to find that the industrial and destitute children's homes are excluded from
the control of the Boards who have the management of " The Hospital and Charitable Institutions
Act, 1885." They urge that these homes should be immediately placed under the supervision and
control of the said Boards, so that those who have to contribute to the support of these institutions
may have some voice in the annual expenditure required for their maintenance. They also think
that inquiry should be made as to the reason why the children of so many Eoman Catholic
citizens are placed in these homes. The petitioners pray that a very special inquiry may be made
into these matters, and that the Government will place all such institutions under local control.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

Ist June, 1886.

No. 35.—Petition of William Bogle.

The petitioner states that he was in the service of the Eailway Department as a Stationmaster
from 1874 till March, 1886; that on the 26th March he received a peremptory notice to prepare
for immediate removal from Napier to take charge of the Balclutha Station ; that he apprehended
danger to his family from so sudden a change of climate, and wrote to the District Manager asking
if there was no appeal, who informed him unofficially that he thought he would have to go ; that
as he received no further communication, and had been told by his doctor that the change would be
dangerous to his children, he felt compelled to resign; that soon after his resignation he received a
letter from the General Manager to the effect that he would try and find him a station in the
North Island, but no promise was made, and petitioner would have been unable to accept it as he
had bound himself by another engagement. The petitioner further states that he has served the
Government in various capacities for sixteen years. He prays for compensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that the prayer of the petitioner should
be granted.

2nd June, 1886.

No. 421, 1885.—Petition of Ann Gillan.
The petitioner states that she is the owner of the Scotia Hotel, in Auckland, which has been
licensed for twenty years, without any complaint having been made about the manner in which it
was conducted ; that the Licensing Committee have refused to renew the license, thereby causing
a depreciation of £1,000 in the value of her property. She prays for redress.

I am directed to report that this Committee can see no reason for interfering with the action
of the Licensing Committee,

4th June, 1886.
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No. 220, 1885.—Petition of B. Cooper and Others.

The petitioners pray thatan Act may be passed to prohibit all publicans or other licensees from
selling liquor of any kind to children under sixteen years of age ; and that the law relating to Sun-
day liquor-traffic may be made simple and clear.

I am directed to report that, as a Bill is now before the House dealing with such matters, the
Committee have no recommendation to make.

4th June, 1886.

No. 430, 1885.—Petition of Catherine Fraser.
The petitioner states that in 1863 she purchased thirty-seven acres of land in the Peninsula District
from the Crown, but, owing to an error on the part of the Government surveyor, she was left with-
out access to her land.; that, although the Government acknowledged their liability to make aroad,
they did not do so till 1881. The petitioner prays for compensation for loss sustained.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that this petition should be referred
to the Waste Lands Committee.

4th June, 1886.

No. 33.—Petition of B. B. 8. Mebcee.
The petitioner states that in 1883 he petitioned Parliament for consideration on account of his
father's services to the colony; that the Public Petitions Committee reported, recommending his
prayer to the consideration of the Government, with a view to offering him suitable employment;
thatho has been out of employment for eighteen months, and has had to borrow money to enable
him to live. He prays that if the Government cannot find him immediate suitable employment they
will give him a sum of money.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend that any sum of money should
be given to the petitioner, but are of opinion that the Government should endeavour to give effect to
the recommendation of this Committee in 1883.

4th June, 1886.

No. 424, 1885.—Petition of William Beddoes and Others.
The petitioners pray that the House will endeavour to bring about the incorporation of Fiji with
New Zealand.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred to
the Government for consideration.

4th June, 1886.

No. 48.—Petition of W. T. C. Williams and Others.
The petitioners, members of the Piako County Council, pray that the Hospital and Charitable Aid
Act may be amended.

I am directed to report that, as the Government intend to introduce a Bill to amend the said
Act, the Committee are of opinion that this petition should be referred to them for consideration.

4th June, 1886.

No. 83.—Petition of William Timms.
The petitioner, late a member of the Eoyal Marines, prays that his passage-money may be refunded
to him.

I am directed to report that the Committee can see no reason to alter the decision arrived at
last year.

10th June, 1886.

No. 45.—Petition of J. D. Armstrong.
The petitioner, a licensed carrier, states that in October, 1885, one of his vehicles, while on the
Nelson Wharf, was suddenly backed, in consequence of the horse being startled, and, owing to the
want of asufficient kerbing on the wharf, was precipitated into the harbour, the horse being drowned,
cargo lost, and vehicle damaged; that the whole loss was directly attributable to the insufficient
kerbing, it being only 2in. high; that the wharf as originally built was provided with sin. kerbing,
which was afterwards reduced to 2in., owing to the decking being sheathed. He prays for com-
pensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
10th June, 1886.

No. 4.—Petition of Dorothy Susan McCaul.
The petitioner states that she is the owner of land at Waikomiti, intersected by the Auckland and
Kaipara Eailway; that ever since the opening of the railway fires have been caused by sparks from
the engines, from which she has suffered considerable loss of fruit-trees and hay from time to time,
amounting in the aggregate to £300 at least. She prays for relief.

I am directed to report that, in the absence of direct evidence to prove that the injury com-
plained of was caused by sparks from the engines on the railway, thisCommittee cannot recommend
anything further than that petitioner should seek her remedy in the law Courts, to which the
Government have consented.

10th June, 1886,
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No. 108.—Petition of William Keall and Others.

The petitioners pray that more stringent measures be passed for the protection of girls and young
women, and especially that the age of consent may be raised to eighteen.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion this petition should be referred to the
Government for consideration.

10th June, 1886.
No. 104.—Petition of Andrew Primrose and Others.

The petitioners, members of the Waikato County Council and the local bodies within the county,
pray for amendments in "The Hospital and Charitable Institutions Act, 1885."

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

10th June, 1886.
No. 11.—Petition of William Cameron and Others.

The petitioners state that they have had contracts under the Public Works Department, and, when
suitable opportunities offer themselves, will be found ready to tender again ; but they are seriously
deterred from doing so, owing to the very stringent character of the conditions, which in tendering
they are required to submit to. They allege that these conditions are open to two grave objections:
(1.) They abound with great uncertainty,, the consequences of which are made to fall on the con-
tractor. (2.) They confer very great powers upon the Engineer, which may be most arbitrarily
exercised, without any appeal therefrom. They pray for relief.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration. The Committee would direct the attention of the Govern-
ment to the mode of settling disputes between the Government and contractors in Victoria, as con-
tained in their conditions of tendering.

10th June, 1886.
No. 46.—Petition of Charles Whisker and Others.

The petitioners state that a portion of the Borough Councillors of Newmarket are trying to have
Newmarket and York Eoads closed against traffic, and the course of the same changed, which will
be of great loss to them ; that theroads have been used by the public for twenty-five years ; and
that gates at the railway-crossings would answer all purposes. They pray that the said roads may
not be closed.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion this petition should be referred to
the Government for consideration.

10th June, 1886.
No. 52.—Petition of Eobert Cobb.

The petitioner states that he is the breeder of a stud-flock of sheep, and exhibits at the various
shows in the North Island; that in November, 1885, he returned from the Wairarapa shows by
steamer to Foxton, bringing with him several of his stud sheep ; that he telegraphed to the Inspector
to the effect that he would hold his sheep at wharf for dipping; that on arrival at Foxton he was
compelled to land the sheep, in order to allow the steamer to discharge cargo, but held them until
the Inspector arrived, when they were found clean; thathe was then informed he had committed
a breach of section 35 of the Sheep Act, by landing the sheep previous to inspection on board;
that in January, 1886, he pleaded guilty to the charge, and was fined £100, the Magistrate regret-
ting that he had not the power to inflict a nominal fine. He prays for the fine to be returned, or
Other relief.

I am directed to report that, as the Magistrate imposed the fine because he had no option, and
as it was far in excess of what it should have been, the Committee would recommend that, on the
petitioner paying the costs incurred by the department, viz., £7 65., the balance of the fine should
be remitted.

11th June, 1886.
Nos. 2, 12, 22, 26, and 32.—Petitions of Arthur Steele Ford, William Whelan, Albert H.

Eussell, David Kenealy, and Eobert Stevens.
The petitioners allege that they are entitled to grants of land for military services.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of this Committee, these petitions should be re-
ferred to the Waste Lands Committee.

15th June, 1886.

No. 15.—Petition of John Dow Busby.
The petitioner states that in 1883he discovered that a portion of his sheep was infected with scab;
that the infection was caused by wild sheep on neighbouring lands ; thatas soon as he discovered
the disease he proceeded to clean his sheep, but could not succeed in doing so until August, 1884;
that at the expiration of nine months, the period allowed by law, he was convicted of having scabby
sheep, and fined £269 17s. 6d.; that he was not compelled to pay, but gave his bond to do so, under
the full belief that it would be cancelled when his sheep proved to be clean ; that his flock has been
entirely free from scab since August, 1884; nevertheless, he has been compelled to pay the fine. He
prays for relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee can see no reason to alter the decision arrived at
last year.

15th June, 1886.
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No. 111.—Petition of P. E. McEae.
The petitioner states that he is a sheep-farmer residing in the Awatere District; that in 1883 he
held a clean certificate, but in November of said year his sheep were declared infected with scab ;
that on the 18th August, 1884, notwithstanding that he had used every means in his power to clean
the said sheep, he was convicted and fined £250 and costs; that he continued to make every exer-
tion to eradicate the disease, but on the 15th May, 1885, he was fined £147 2s. and costs, three dis-
eased sheep having been found in his flock; that in August, 1885, he received a clean certificate,
which he still holds ; that he has paid the foregoing fines and costs, amounting to £399 18s. He
prays for an inquiry into his case, a remission of penalties, or other relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee can see no reason to alter the decision arrived at
last year.

15th June, 1886.
No. 21.—Petition of Cameron and Bassett.

The petitioners state that they are the contractors with the Government for the morning mail ser-
vice between Hokitika and Kumara; that according to contract the service was to be carriedoutby
a two-horse coach, but that, owing to the Arahura Bridge having been washed away, they have been
compelled to employ four horses, and have been put to other expenses in order to fulfil their con-
tract. They pray for relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee do not consider the petitioners have any claim
against the Government.

16th June, 1886.

No. 137.—Petition of John Muir and Others.
The petitioners, settlers in the Wairoa District, pray for improvement in the railway management.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Committee appointed on the 28th May to inquire into Mr. Samuel Vaile's scheme.

16th June, 1886.

Nos. 138 and 139.—Petitions of F. Germann, and James Eyburn (No. 1).
The petitioners pray that effect may be given to a resolution of the Auckland District Hospital
and Charitable Aid Board, by constituting the Counties of Waipa, Waikato, Eaglan, and the
Borough of Hamilton into a hospital district, under the name of the " Waikato District."

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these petitions should be re-
ferred to the Government for consideration.

16th June, 1886.
No. 128.—Petition of C. K. Eoskruge and Others.

The petitioners, inhabitants of Auckland, state that a petition is in the course of signature praying
that a railway loop-line may be constructed from Auckland to Penrose, running along the foreshore
at Parnell. They pray that the prayer of the said petition may not be granted.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

16th June, 1886.
No. 86.—Petition of W. Carpenter and Others.

The petitioners, policy-holders in the Government Life Insurance Association, pray that the
Government will resume entire control of the department; that in lieu of managers and agents
the Postmasters should be the district appointees of the Government in matters of insurance, and
that, instead of salaried local and itinerant agents, the right should be accorded to every policy-
holder to canvass for and receive a commission on insurances effected by them.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

17th June, 1886.
No. 119.—Petition of George Penney and Others.

The petitioners, ratepayers of the Town District of Gordon, pray that Gordon and Gore may not
be amalgamated as one municipality.

I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with this matter is now before the House, the
Committee have no recommendation to make.

17th June, 1886.
No. 96.—Petition of John Macgibbon and Others, of Gordon.

The petitioners, ratepayers of the Town District of Gordon, pray that Gordon and Gore may be
amalgamated as one municipality.

I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with this matter is now before the House, the
Committee have no recommendation to make.

17th June, 1886.
No. 151.—Petition of William Kelly, of Eotorua.

The petitioner states that he leased a piece of land at Ohinemutu from the Natives in November,
1880, for the term of twenty-one years; that owing to the passing of the " Thermal Springs Act.
1881," his lease became invalid; that the Government refused to confirm his lease for more than
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ten years; that he was compelled to agree to this, as the Licensing Committee refused to renew his
license unless he consented and signed the lease. He prays for an extension of his lease from the
Government to the end of the time agreed by the Natives, viz., the 20th November, 1901.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of theCommittee, this petition should be referred to
the Government for their favourable consideration.

18th June, 1886.
No. 88.—Petition of Catherine Campbell, Port Molyneux.

The petitioner states that she is the widow of the late Eobert Campbell, who served the Government
in the lighthouse service for fifteen years, but had to resign owing to ill-health. She prays for con-
sideration on account of her late husband's services.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

22nd June, 1886.
No. 422, 1885.—Petition of the Union Bank of Australia.

The petition states that the petitioner was banker for the Board of Education for the District of
Westland up to the time of its dissolution, and, as such banker, made advances, in the ordinary way
of business, to the amount of £830 3s. 3d., upon which interest was payable until repaid; that by
" The Westland Education District Subdivision Act, 1883," the said Board was dissolved, being
still indebted to your petitioner in the aforesaid sum; that the Commissioner appointed under
"The Westland Education District Subdivision Act, 1884," awarded interest only to the 31st
December, 1883; that at the date of the last-mentioned Act £64 Bs. was due from the said 31st
December, and £82 12s. 3d. was due to the date of payment on the 7th February, 1885, and is
still owing to your petitioner. The petitioner prays that his claim may be favourably considered,
and relief granted.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioner is entitled to the
payment of interest up to the date of the commencement of " The Westland Education District
Subdivision Act, 1884."

22nd June, 1886.
Nos. 61, 62, 63, and 23.—Petitions of Joseph Harvey and Others (No. 1), George Tait and

Others (No. 1), Joseph Chambers and Others, and H. Watt and Others (No. 1).
The petitioners allege that on the occasion of the visit of Cardinal Moran to New Zealand favours
were shown and honours heaped upon him by the Government. This theyconsider unfair, believing
thatno special favours should be shown to any Church. They pray that an inquiry may he made
into these allegations, in order to prevent a repetition of them in future.

I am directed to report that, from the evidence adduced, it appears that a free railway-pass was
given to Cardinal Moran, it being the usual practice both in this and the adjoining colonies to
present free passes over Government railways to persons of distinction visiting them; that,
although to oblige a number of gentlemen who wished to meet Cardinal Moran before the vessel on
which he was a passenger reached the wharf, the steam-launch " Ellen Ballance " was permitted
to put them on board, it does not appear that there was any intention on the part of the Govern-
ment to give the Cardinal an official reception or show him any special favour; that all the avail-
able police were sent to the Auckland wharf, to preserve order and prevent accident there, by the
local Inspector, but he being obliged to leave before the Cardinal's arrival, which was two or three
hours later than expected, the Sergeant in charge, in the absence of explicit instructions to the
contrary, considered, himself justified in accompanying the procession with the detachment through
the streets to prevent accident. The Committee have no recommendation to make.

22nd June, 1886.

No. 53.—Petition of Anne Hough, of Nelson.
The petitioner states that her husband served the Government as a Native interpreter for twenty-
five years; that he received a salary of £40 per annum, which was paid quarterly; that he died
during the currency of the first quarter of 1885,but the salary due for the quarter was not paid to
her; that it never has been paid, but, on the application of Mr. Levestam, M.H.E., she received
£3 2s. 4d. in January, 1886 ; that she received no compensation allowance. She prays for relief.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

23rd June, 1886.
No. 143.—Petition of Donald McGregor and Others, of Whangarei.

The petitioners pray for a telephone station at Whangarei Heads.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
23rd June, 1866.

No. 203.—Petition of John F. Herbert and Others.
The petitioners, settlers in the Heriot Hundred and surrounding districts, pray for the Heriot rail-
way extension.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

23rd June, 1886.
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No. 153.—Petition of Eobert Eoss and Others.
The petitioners pray that the North Auckland Trunk Eailway may be constructed.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

23rd June, 1886.
No. 135.—Petition of Patrick O'Brien and Others.

The petitioners state that in August, 1882, Patrick O'Brien nominated with the Immigration
Officer, Auckland, the following persons, viz., Daniel Bridget and Jeremiah O'Brien, and that the
money demanded was £8, which he paid; that the said nominated persons received notice from
the Agent-General's office to prepare for the first available ship: they accordingly sold all their
belongings in Ireland, and went to London; that on their arrival they were informed that
Jeremiah O'Brien was not amongst the nominated persons; that on the 23rd May, 1883, they
received a letter from Mr. Kennaway demanding £5 more for Jeremiah's passage ; that they
refused to pay, and were delayed in London for ten months; that the said £5 was finally paid
both in London and Auckland ; that the whole of the delay was caused by an error on the part of
the Immigration Officer in Auckland, in charging for a female instead of a male. The petitioners
allege that they have lost £177 in time and money. They pray that theirclaim to that amount may
be favourably considered.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the sum of £10 should be paid
to the petitioners, being £5 for passage-money twice paid, and £5 for the delay in London, this
delay having been caused by a mistake on thepart of Mr. Brophy, the Immigration Officer.

23rd June, 1886.
No. 175.—Petition of the Bishop of Christchurch and Others (No. 1).

The petitioners pray that the Education Act may be so amended that provision may be made for
imparting religious instruction in public schools; also that grants may be made in aid of schools set
on foot by any religious denomination, under certain conditions.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.
24th June, 1886.

No. 176.—Petition of the Bishop of Christchurch and Others (No. 2.)
The petitioners pray that more stringent measures may be passed for the protection of girls and
young women, and that the age of consent may be raised to sixteen.

I am directed to report that, the subject-matter of this petitionbeing nowbefore the House, this
Committee have no recommendation to make.

24th June, 1886.

No. 69.—Petition of Thomas Feehan, of Wellington.
The petitioner states that he served in theWaikato Militia for three years; that he was in conse-
quence entitled to fifty acres of land and twelve months' rations; that he received the grant of
land, but did not get the rations, or money in lieu thereof. He prays for the money due to him.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of this Committee, the petitioner has no claim
against the colony.

24th June, 1886.

Nos. 173 and 195.—Petitions of William Salmond and Others, and Dr. Copland and Others,
of Otago and Southland.

The petitioners pray that measures may be passed for the daily reading of the Bible in public
schools.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.
24th June, 1886.

No. 49.—Petition of Thomas Mills, of Auckland.
The petitioner states that he served in the Eailway Department for more than ten years; that he
received an injury to his foot while in the performance of his duties; that when partially recovered he
was appointed head storekeeper of a goods-shed; that he was ordered by the District Manager
never to act as guard, nevertheless he was constantly sent out as assistant guard; that he was
suspended in January, 1886; that the whole misunderstanding has been caused by the head
shunter disobeying orders. He prays that he may be reinstated, or compensation granted to him
for loss of time.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
24th June, 1886.

No. 196.—Petition of Henry Bull and William James Williams.
The petitioners, the President and the Secretary respectively of the annual Conference of the New
Zealand Wesleyan Methodist Church, pray that measures may be taken for the protection of
girls and young women; that the age of consent may be raised to eighteen; thatthe Contagious
Diseases Act may be made applicable to both sexes, or abolished altogether.

I am directed to report that, the subject-matter of this petition being now before the House,his Committee has no recommendation to make.
24th June, 1886.
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No. 107.—Petition of Edward W. Puckey.

The petitioner states that he was in the public service of the colony from 1863 to 1880, when,
for no fault of his own, his services were dispensed with; that he received compensation under
" The Civil Service Act, 1866; " that in 1881 he was reappointed to the Civil Service, and allowed
half-pay for the timehe was out of office, but had to refund the compensation he had received, less
the half-pay allowance; that he has been officially informed that " The Civil Service Amendment
Act, 1871," bars his right to a pension on his ultimate retirement; that, owing to there having been
a want of continuity in his service, for which he is not accountable, his right to retiring allowance is
forfeited. He prays for such relief as his case deserves.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of this Committee, the petitioner has no claim
against the colony.

24th June, 1886.

Nos. 160 and 161.—Petitions of Eichard Jervis and Others, and C. Carboys and Others, of
Auckland.

The petitioners pray that the House may take such steps as are necessary to influence the Home
Government to prevent the proposed annexation of the New Hebrides Islands by France.

I am directed to report that, the subject-matter of these petitions being now before the House,
the Committee have no recommendation to make.

24th June, 1886.
No. 157.—Petition of A. Devore and Others, of Auckland.

The petitioners state that a petition is in course of signature praying for the construction of a loop-
line of railway from Auckland to Penrose, along the foreshore at Parnell. They pray that the
prayer of said petition may not be granted.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, thispetition should be referred to
the Government for consideration.

14th June, 1886.

No. 191.—Petition of David McKay and Others, of Lower Mataura.
The petitioners pray that the Edendale-Toitois Eailway may be completed to a reproductive point.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred to
the Government for consideration.

24th June, 1886.

No. 132.—Petition of G. W: Woodroofe and Others.
The petitioners pray that certain,amendments may be made in the Municipal Corporations Bill.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of this Committee, the petition should be referred to
the Government in order that they may consider the question raised, and grant such relief to
the petitioners as may seem desirable.

24th June, 1886.

No. 74.—Petition of John Crawford, Auckland.
The petitioner states that he has sustained a loss of more than £50, owing to fires caused by sparks
from railway-engines.

I am directed to report that, in the absence of direct evidence to prove that the injury
complained of was caused by sparks from railway-engines, this Committee cannot recommend
anything further than that petitioner should seek his remedy in the law-courts, to which the
Government have consented.

25th June, 1886.

No. 123.—Petition of Singleton Eochfort, Auckland.
The petitioner prays that measures may be adopted with reference to the practice, pursued by the
Court of Appeal, of levying fees of Court.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion, of this Committee, the levying of fees by the
Court of Appeal is authorized by law, and they cannot therefore recommend the prayer of the
petitioner.

25th June, 1886.
No. 198.—-Petition of W. H. Bosworth, New Plymouth.

The petitioner states that he was Gaoler at Her Majesty's prison in New Plymouth for more than
twenty years; thathis services have been dispensed with owingto his being over sixty years of age;
that he received serious injuries while in the performance of his duties, and is now unfit for manual
labour. He prays for an annual retiring allowance under the 38th section of " The Civil Service
Act, 1866," or other relief.

I am directed to report that although the injuries received by the petitioner were serious, yet
the long time during which he afterwards continued to be employed renders the 38th clause of
"The Civil Service Act, 1866," in the opinion of the Committee, inapplicable, and they therefore
cannot recommend that the prayer of the petitioner should be granted.

25th June, 1886.
2—l. 1.
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No. 34.—Petition of E. E. Allen and Others.

The petitioners state that they were appointed a committee to inquire into the action of the Otago
Harbour Board's expenditure of the loan borrowed under " The Otago Harbour Board Further
Empowering Act, 1882," and that the result of their investigation caused them to petition His
Excellency the Governor for a special audit to be made ; that, in accordance with this petition, the
Controller and Auditor-General was appointed to conduct the audit, and his report bore out the
statement that the Board had committed a breach of trust. The petitioners pray that such steps
may be taken as shall compel the Harbour Board to administer the funds placed at its disposal by
the House as the law directs, and in accordance with the Controller and Auditor-General's report.

I am directed to report that, having heard the evidence of several witnesses, including the
Auditor-General, the Committee is of opinion that the complaint of the petitioners should be
referred to the Law Officers of the Crown, with the view of their taking such action as may be
necessary to compel the Otago Harbour Board to expend the proceeds of the loan of 1884 in
terms of the provisions of the Act, and also to keep a distinct account of such expenditure, as
pointed out in the Auditor-General's report. The Committee recommend the Government
accordingly.

25th June, 1886.

No. 147.—Petition of Charlotte Bracewell, of Auckland.
The petitioner, the widow of the late James Bracewell, states that on the Ist March, 1886, her
husband, while in the execution of his duty as an engine-driver, came into collision with a water-
tank stand improperly placed too near the railway-line, causing an injury, which resulted in his
death ; thathe was in the service of the Eailway Department for thirteen years ; that theEailway
Department offered her a gratuity of £94, in satisfaction of all claims. This offershe has been com-
pelled to accept, not being in a position to enter upon a contest with the department. She thinks
the said compensation is totally inadequate, and prays for a further sum.

I am directed to report that, as it appears the petitioner has received the usual compensation,
the Committee have no recommendation to make.

29th June, 1886.
No. 219.—Petition of Michael Moynihan, of Lyttelton.

The petitioner states thathe served in the Armed Constabulary for six years, namely, from 1879 to
1885; that in March, 1885, he was employed at a cutting in a new road ; that a fall of earth took
place, causing him serious injuries, amongst others a broken leg ; that he was granted four months'
sick leave; that he returned to work, but was declared by the Surgeon of the Force to be unfit for
further service; that he was thereupon discharged, receiving three months' pay (£22 10s.) as
compensation. He prays for a further sum.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend that any further compensation
should be given to the petitioner.

29th June, 1886.

No. 136.—Petition of Caroline Guthrie, of Wellington.
The petitioner states that her son was employed by a baker, and was ordered on the morning of
Good Friday, 1885, to deliver goods at an early hour at the house of Mr. C. T. Tatum; that, in
attempting to carry out his orders, he was fired upon by the said Mr. C. T. Tatum; that, being in
delicate health, the shock caused him to become ill, whereby she was put to expense for doctor's
fees; that she brought an action for damages, but judgment was given against her; that she cannot
appeal for want of funds. She prays for relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
29th June, 1886.

No. 162.—Petition of Michael Cairns, of Otago.
The petitioner states that while in the employment of the Eailway Department he received the
serious injury of a broken leg, caused by a fall of earth while he was working on a ballast-engine ;
that theaccident was due to the negligence of others; that he has since been dismissed on account
of a reduction in the number of workmen, and is unable to pursue his calling as a labourer owing to
said accident. He prays that his claim may be considered.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion ofthe Committee, the petitionerhas no claim against
the Government.

29th June, 1886.

No. 197.—Petition of Joseph Soler, Wanganui.
The petitioner states that he is a manufacturer of New Zealand wines. He prays that he may be
permitted to use a private still for distilling spirits of wine for his own use, or such relief as will
enable him to purchase spirits of wine free of duty.

I am directed to report_ that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

29th June, 1886.

No. 134.—Petition of James Charlton and Others, Taranaki.
The petitioners pray that the New Plymouth Harbour Board Bill may not be passed.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Local Bills Committee.

29th June, 1886.
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No. 171.—Petition of Alexander Stewart, of Wellington.

The petitioner, a commission agent, states that he has been prosecuted and fined for selling a
railway return-ticket; that the fine was 10s., and the costs £10 Is., but the sum of £6 Is. has since
been remitted ; that he has suffered loss amounting to £200, owing to his credit being damaged by
the prosecution. He prays for compensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner
should be granted.

30th June, 1886.

No. 170.—Petition of James Holmes, Waitara.
The petitioner states that he was employed by the captain of the steamer " Hannah Mokau " to
float the said vessel, which had stranded at Mokau in 1879 ; that he succeeded in floating her at a
cost of £205 Bs. 6d. for labour, including his own time and expenses ; that his subsequent expenses
in prosecuting his claim against the Government amounted to £25, making a total of £230 Bs. 6d.;
that the Government sold the vessel for £800. He prays that the House will do an act of grace,
and consider the equities of his claim, and pay him a fair amount.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioner has no claim
against the Government.

30th June, 1886.

Nos. 213 and 221.—Petitions of G. S. Eobertson, Chairman of Waitotara County Council, and
D. G. Polson, Chairman of Wanganui County Council.

The petitioners pray that the Wanganui Harbour Bill may not be passed into law.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these petitions should be re-

ferred to the Local Bills Committee.
30th June, 1886.

No. 206.—Petition of Charles Sutton, Chairman of Whangaroa Eoad Board.
The petitioner prays for certain amendments in " The Hospitals and Charitable Institutions Act,
188*5 "

I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with the subject-matter of this petition is now
before theHouse, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

Ist July, 1886.

No, 70.—Petition of H. J. Sturley, Clyde, Wairoa.
The petitioner states that in 1865 he was compelled to act as pilot for H.M.S. "Eclipse," during
the Maori war for which he was promised compensation by Sir Donald McLean, and was after-
wards given the contract for supplying the troops at Wairoa; but that, owing to the control of the
troops being changed from the Imperial to the Colonial Government, he had his provisions thrown
on his hands, and suffered severe loss. He is now in indigent circumstances, and prays for

I am directed to report that it does not appear to the Committee the petitioner has any claim
against the colony.

Ist July, 1886.

No. 207.—Petition of James Eyburn, Chairman of Mangapiko Eoad Board.
The petitioner prays for certain reforms in local government.

I am directed to report that, as Bills dealing with the subject-matter of this petition are now
before the House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

Ist July, 1886.

]Sfo . 94.—Petition of Colin McMillan,

The petitioner states that after being employed by the Eailway Department for six years he was
discharged with the promise of future employment; that on making application he was told that,
bein°- over forty years of age, he was ineligible ; that after this objection was raised against him
othe? men who were over the said age were taken on. Petitioner prays for redress.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.
Ist July, 1886.

No. 230.—Petition of John A. Barr.

The petitioner, the Chairman of the Dunedin City and Suburban School Committees Conference,
prays that effect may not be given to the clauses in the Local Bodies Loans Bill authorizing the
raising of loans by local bodies for the erection of school-buildings, or any other legislation which
will make the cost of school-buildings a charge on local rates. •I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of this petition has been already dealt with
by the House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

Ist July, 1886.
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No. 253.—Petition of Eoderick McLean and Others, Waipu.
The petitioners state that a mill-dam belonging to Eoderick McLean has been twice washed away
by floods, and rebuilt by him at a cost of £500; that, as the stoppage of his mill would be a
serious inconvenience to an extensive surrounding population, they pray that he may be assisted.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioners.
Ist July, 1886.

No. 223.—Petition of John Parkin and Others, Canterbury.
The petitioners pray that more stringent measures may be passed for the protection of girls and
young women, and especially that the age of consent may be raised to eighteen.

I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with the subject-matter of this petition is now
before the House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

Ist July, 1886.
No. 224.—Petition of W. 0. Buchanan and Others, Wairarapa North.

The petitioners pray for the completion of the railway from Kopuaranga to Eketahuna.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
Ist July, 1886.

No. 209.—Petition of Ellen Cock, New Plymouth.
The petitioner states that her late husband served the New Zealand Settlement Company, the
General Government of New Zealand, the Provincial Government of Taranaki, and the New Ply-
mouth Harbour Board respectively from 1841 to 1884 as a signalman and lighterman; that he
died from an accident received while in the active performance of his duties ; that, had he retired
when the Provincial Government of Taranaki ceased, he would have been entitled to a retiring
allowance from the General Government. The petitioner, who is without means of support, prays
for relief.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

Ist July, 1886.

No. 220.—Petition of John Barnes and Others, Dunedin.
The petitioners pray that the sea-wall at St. Clair may be repaired by the Government without
delay.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

Ist July, 1886.

Nos. 248 and 249.—Petitions of William Brownlee and Others, and H. Howard and Others.
The petitioners, inhabitants of Marlborough and Nelson, pray that a sum of £100,000 may be
voted to construct arailway from Blenheim, via Eenwicktown, Eock Ferry, Are Are, and Kaituna
Valley, Havelock, Pelorus, and Eai Valley, to Wakapuaka and Nelson, and that a complete survey
may be authorized to be made during the recess.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these petitions should be referred
to the Governmentfor consideration.

2nd July, 1886.

No. 166.—Petition of George Webb, Wellington.
The petitioner states that on the Ist April, 1885, his contract for the supply of groceries to the
Wellington Hospital was accepted ; that he supplied groceries to the hospital until the 10th May,
when he received notice from Dr. Chilton that another contract had been accepted, and his tender
cancelled; that he petitioned Parliament, and received a favourable report on his case from
the Public Petitions Committee; that on the Ist October he received a letter from the Colonial
Secretary, suggesting that he and Mr. Whitehouse should each carry out the contract for six
months of the year; that on the 14th October he received another letter to the effect that the
proposed splitting of the contract would be unfair to Mr. Whitehouse, who had supplied eggs and
butter during the winter months at a loss, and proposing that Mr. Whitehouse should continue the
contract until January, or otherwise be allowed to supply butter and eggs until the end of the
term, petitioner to take up the contract for supply of groceries on the 10th November; that he
replied to these letters, refusing to consent to any such arrangements; that on the 12th November,
1885, he received a letter to the effect that, as the Hospital Committee, who now had sole power in
the matter, had declined to interfere, the Government could not do so; that the deprivation of
the contract has inflicted a loss on him of not less than £300. He prays for compensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee regret effect was not given to their recommendation
of last year, and recommend that the sum of £25 should be paid to the petitioner as compensation
for loss of contract.

2nd July, 1886.
No. 92.—Petition of James Macgregor, D.D.

The petitioner states that hewas the convener of a committee of conference on secondary education,
and prays that an inquiry may be granted to the committee into the whole matter of secondary
education in North Otago.



I.—l.13

I am directed to report, that your Committee have taken the evidence of the Hon.
Mr. Holmes, the Hon. Mr. Miller, and the Hon. Mr. Shrimski, members of the Legislative Council,
and Mr. Hislop, Mr. Duncan, and Mr. J. McKenzie, members of the House of Eepresentatives,
and have been requested to take the evidence of a large number of other persons. This would
involve considerable expense, and occupy more time than your Committee can give to the matter.
They would therefore refer the petition and evidence to the Government, in order that such steps
may be taken as they may consider desirable under the circumstances.

6th July, 1886.

No. 172.—Petition of John Meacheam and Others, Woodville.
The petitioners state that manifest injustice has been done by reason of a decision of the
Supreme Court in November, 1885, in a case in which F. J.Bradbury, contractor, was plaintiff, and
the Woodville Eoad Board defendant. They pray that the matter may be referred back to the said
Court for revision.

I am directed to report that, as the Committee are advised that the Government have no power
to grant the request made, they have no recommendation to make.

6th July, 1886.

No. 71.—Petition of Henry Baucke, of Wellington.
The petitioner states that he has rendered his account to the Government for losses sustained ; and
prays that his long-standing claim may be settled.

I am directed to report that this Committee can see no reason to alter the decisions arrived
at by the many successive Committees which have reported on this case.

'6th July, 1886.

No. 236.—Petition of Sergeant-Major Stevens, of Dunedin.
The petitioner states that he was appointed Sergeant-Instructor of Militia in 1863; that he was
severely injured while on duty; that he is now seventy years old, and has become paralysed. He
prays for a small pension.

I am directed to report that the Committee can see no reason to depart from the decision
arrived at last year.

6th July, 1886.
No. 302.—Petition of Samuel Hood, of Auckland.

The petitioner states that in December, 1873, he undertook, and performed to the satisfaction of
the Native population, the duties of Native medical attendant for the Waimate District, until
November, 1874; that the salary ordinarily attached to the said office was £120 per annum ; that
he only received £10, and is therefore entitled to £110. He prays for relief.

I am directed to report that this Committee can see no reason to depart from the decision
arrived at by the Committee in 1875.

7th July, 1886.

Nos. 272, 284, 285, and 307. — Petitions of William Marshall and Others, Andrew Mackay
and Others, Andrew Cameron and Others, and James Kirkland and Others.

The petitioners pray that measures may be taken to secure the daily reading of the Bible in public
schools.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.
7th July, 1886.

No. 289.—Petition of George Thompson and Others.
The petitioners pray that the Contagious Diseases Act may be repealed, and the age of consent
raised to eighteen years.

I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with the subject-matter of the petition is now
before the House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

7th July, 1886.

No. 274.—Petition of J. Winks and Others, of Auckland.
The petitioners pray that the loop-line of railway to Penrose may be constructed by way of Parnell,
without delay.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

7th July, 1886.

No. 290.—Petition of W. H. Cooper and Others, of Auckland.
The petitioners pray that the House will pass an Act this session to readjust the representation of
the people.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration,

7th July, 1886,
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No. 300.—Petition of Thomas Griffith and Others.

The petitioners, inhabitants of Motueka Valley and surrounding districts, pray that a road may be
made from Stanley Brook to Wakefield.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

7th July, 1886.

Nos. 291, 292, 293, 294, 295, and 296. —Petitions of W. Wastney and Others, E. H. J.
Beeves and Others, William Macey and Others, Francis Trask and Others, Thomas
Bowling and Others, and Arthur Tregea and Others.

The petitioners pray that a sum of £100,000 may be voted to construct a railway from Blenheim,
via Eenwicktown, Eock Ferry, Are Are and Kaituna Valleys, Havelock, Pelorus and Eai Valleys,
to Wakapuaka and Nelson, and that a complete survey may be authorized to be made during the
recess.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

7th July, 1886.

No. 271.—Petition of Thomas Butler, of Nelson.
The petitioner, late Superintendent of the Nelson Lunatic Asylum, states that he petitioned Parlia-
ment this session, asking fora full inquiry to be made into his case. He now prays that the prayer
of said petition may be complied with.

I am directed to report that, the case of the petitioner having been so frequently inquired into
by the Committee, notably in 1882, when petitioner attended and gave evidence, and also by a
Eoyal Commission in 1877 (see H.-34, from which the following is an extract: " That the evidence
of Mr. Butler is proved, by comparing his evidence with his letters, to be generally untrustworthy,
and in some respects deliberately false. That the said Thomas Butler was not unwarrantably and
unjustifiably dismissed, but was rightly and properly removed for knowingly making scandalously
false charges, and for the gross immoralities of which he is proved, partly by his own admission, to
have been guilty "), the Committee cannot, therefore, recommend that the prayer of the petitioner
should be granted.

Bth July, 1886.

No. 273.—Petition of E. B. Eainton and Others, of Otago.
The petitioners state that they have had contracts under the Public Works Department, and when
suitable opportunities offer themselves will be found ready to tender again, but they are seriously
deterred from doing so owing to the very stringent character of the conditions which in tender-
ing they are required to submit to. They allege that these conditions are open to two
grave objections—(l) they abound with great uncertainty, the consequences of which are made
to fall on the contractor, and (2) they confer very great powers upon Jthe engineer, which may be
most arbitrarily used without any appeal therefrom. They pray for relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having already reported on a similar petition, have
no further recommendation to make.

Bth July, 1886.

No. 283.—Petition of J. Waghorn and Others.
The petitioners, ratepayers of Little Akaloa, pray for a grant of £700 in order to enable them to
repair the damage done to their roads by the recent floods.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioners.
Bth July, 1886.

No. 267.—Petition of A. Le G. Campbell, of Wellington.
The petitioner states that he has served the Government for many years, but that, owing to his
having been at one time only temporarily employed, he has forfeited his right to a pension. He
prays that the difficulty which has hitherto prevented him from obtaining a pension may be
removed.

I am directed to report that, the petitioner having received a sum of £495 2s. 7d. as compen-
sation, the Committee is of opinion that he has no further claim.

Bth July, 1886.
No. 184.—Petition of Thomas Spencer, of the Thames.

The petitioner states that his land was deprived of water for public purposes; that subsequently a
supply was granted to him, which he used for five years ; that it was then cut off on the ground
that he had no right to it, thereby putting him to great trouble, annoyance, and expense. He
prays that his loss and expenses may be considered, and relief granted.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of this Committee, the colony is not responsible for
the expenses referred to in the petition.

13th July, 1886.

No. 174.—Petition of William Millar, of Dunedin.
The petitioner states that he was an apprentice in the workshops at Hillside, Dunedin; that he
was employed for 232 days after having completed his term of five years, at the wages of an
apprentice only, although he did the work of an improver. He prays that the sum of £7 13s. for
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three weeks' wages in lieu of notice, and £59 19s. Bd., the difference between the wages of an
apprentice and an improver, may be paid to him.

I am directed to report that the Committee entirely concurs with the reports on this petition in
1884 and 1885, and considers that the petitioner, having already been liberally dealt with, has no
further claim against the colony.

13th July, 1886.

No. 298.—Petition of E. L. Clarke, of Auckland.
The petitioner prays that an inquiry may be made into his case, and that rule No. 267 of the
Supreme Court may be altered, so that the Judge should not have the power to nonsuit a plaintiff
and. discharge the jurywithout giving the plaintiff the benefit of the verdict of a jury for which he
has paid.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having considered the petition and the report from
the department thereon, is of opinion that the petition should be referred to the Government for
consideration.

13th July, 1886.

No. 112.—Petition of Simon Chisholm, of Pahiatua.
The petitioner, a contractor, states that in 1883, during a flood in the Manawatu Biver, some
buildings which he had erected were washed away; that he erected a new building worth £20 on
a site pointed out to him by the Inspector of Bridges, Mr. Mackay ; that he had to leave his work
owing to ill-health, and on his return found that the Natives had removed his building, with his
plant, and furniture inside, to their own land; that he has been informed the Natives took
possession with the full consent and concurrence of the Native Office. He prays for relief.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of this Committee, the petitioner has no claim
against the colony.

13th July, 1886.

No. 314.—Petition of J. McEae, C. H. Humphreys, and J. Bird.
The petition sets forth that the petitioners have been residents at Te Wairoa for some years ; that
J. McEae was the owner of an hotel, store, and bakery ; C. H. Humphreys of a boarding-house and
store ; and John Bird of a waggon and team of horses ; that on the 10th June, 1886, a volcanic
eruption took place, completely destroying your petitioners' hotels and stores ; that for the follow-
ing three days they were engaged in saving life and searching for bodies ; that on the 13th June,when the petitioners attempted to rescue some of their own property, the roads hadbecome impass-
able ; that a party of men was organized by the Government Agent to go and recover property, but
the men were ordered back by Dr. Hector; that the goods which had been excavated were pillaged
by Natives ; that this might have been in a great measure prevented if a special constable had been
placed on the bridge at Eotokakahi, over which was the only means of access to Wairoa ; that the
loss sustained by J. McEae amounts to £4,000 sterling, by C. H. Humphreys to £2,000, and by
J.Bird to £70. They pray for relief.

I am directed to report that, while the Committee do not consider that parties who have suffered
losses owing to volcanic eruptions have any claim against the colony for compensation, still, taking
into consideration the fact, as shown by the evidence, that the petitioners would have been able to
save a considerable portion of their property on the days immediately after the eruption had they
devoted their energies to that object instead of to saving and endeavouring to save life, the Com-
mittee recommend that their case receive the favourable consideration of the Government when
putting a sum on the estimates to relieve the sufferers by the recent calamity.

15th July, 1886.

No. 212.—Petition of Montgomery Davies.
The petitioner states that a sale by auction under a distress warrant was granted in June, 1883, to
a Mr. Corley against a Mr. McCormick; that he bought a horse at said sale for £13 10s., but six
months afterwards Mr. McCormick took action against a Mr. Furey, a hotel-proprietor, in whosestable the horse was when seized; that judgment was given against Mr. Furey for the price of the
horse—£2s—and £6 10s. costs ; that an order of the Court was applied for to compel petitioner to giveup the horse or pay £31 10s. to Mr. Furey; that he refused to give up thehorse, and was compelledto pay said amount; that the horse has since died. He prays for relief.

I am directed to report that, as the claim of thepetitioner does not appear to have ever beenbefore the Government, it should be referred to them for consideration.
15th July, 1886.

No. 279.—Petition of C. L. Kasper and Others.
The petitioners, shipowners in Auckland, pray that the law may be altered, so that all vessels,whether foreign or coastwise, shall be compelled to produce vouchers for payment of all wharfage and
harbour dues before being allowed to clear at the Customs.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that forcing masters of vessels in thehome-trade to enter and clear at the Customs every trip would greatly restrict their freedom oftrade; but would recommend that masters should be obliged to produce receipts for wharfage andharbour dues when applying for a clearance for a specified period under general transire.15th July, 1886.
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No. 312.—Petition of William Lyons and others.
The petitioners, members of New Zealand racing clubs, state that in the case of gentlemen using
the railways for the carriage of hunters to the scenes of their engagements the department has
made a reduction in their freight to half the usual rate. They pray that, in the interest of the
railway revenue and the furthering of a grand national pastime, a similar concession may be made
in the case of racehorses. , .

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

15th July, 1886.

Nos. 326 and 327.—Petitions of George Henderson and Others, and Alexander T. Thompson

and Others.
The petitioners pray that the House will give effect to the proposal of the Government to vote the
sum of £100,000 for the construction of a direct line of railway from Blenheim to Tophouse.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these petitions should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

15th July, 1886.

Nos. 328, 329, 330, and 331.—Petitions of A. E. Hyde and Others, E. H. Waits and Others,
J. G. Harkness and Others, and John Sharp and Others.

The petitioners, inhabitants of Marlborough and Nelson, pray that the House will vote a sum of
£100,000 to construct a railway from Blenheim, viaBenwicktown, Bock Ferry, Are Aro and Kaituna
Valleys, Havelock, Pelorus and Eai Valleys, to Wakapuaka and Nelson, and authorize a complete
survey to be made during the recess.

_ _
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these petitions should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
15th July, 1886.

No. 333.—Petition of H. B. Mackenzie and Others.
The petitioners pray that the New Plymouth Harbour Board Bill may not be passed.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should bereferred to
the Local Bills Committee.

15th July, 1886.
No. 321.—Petition of B. W. Dudley and Thomas Keir.

The petitioners, President and Secretary of the Mandeville and Eangiora Temperance Union, ask
the House to refund the expenses incurred by the Licensing Committee of Mandeville and Eangiora
in defending an action in the Supreme Court for refusing to renew a license. They pray that the
sum of £146 18s. lOd. may be refunded to them, the Committee having had to pay thatamount for
legal expenses.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer ot the petitioners
should be granted.

16th July, 1886.

No. 325.—Petition of Alexander Stewart and Others, of Peninsula.
The petitioners pray that the Otago Harbour Bridge Bill may not be passed.

I am directed to report that, as the Bill dealing with the subject-matter of this petition is now
before the House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

16th July, 1886. ___
No. 336.—Petition of E. L. Clark.

The petitioner states that he was confined in the Auckland Lunatic Asylum without any cause
except the malice of persons whose interest it was to make it appear he was insane. He prays that a
Select Committee may be appointed to inquire into his case and determine the amount of compen-
sation he is entitled to ; and also that the laws relating to lunacy may be so altered that such an
appeal as the present may never again become necessary.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

20th July, 1886.

No. 288.—Petition of Edwin Harrow.
The petitioner states that, on hearing of the volcanic eruption in the Eotorua District, he at once
proceeded there ; that a rescuing party was organized to proceed across Lake Tarawera in a boat,
but a guarantee 'of £12 10s. was required by the owner of the said boat for its safe return ; that the
Government Agent refused to guarantee that sum, on account of its being too much, whereupon
petitioner and the other members of the party did so; that the boat had to be taken in a wagon to
Wairoa, and they were informed that the Government would send a party of men to clear theroad ;
however, only one man came to their assistance in doing so; that, although the expedition was a
private one, yet Captain Mair took charge of it as if it had been sent out by Government. The
petitioner prays that a searching inquiry may be made into the following matters—viz., the conduct
of the Government officials in the district in not promptly despatching relief parties ; the conduct
of Mr. Johnstone in not guaranteeing the sum of £12 10s., and of Captain Mair in assuming the
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command of a private expedition as a Government official; who instructed him to do so ; and why
the rescue work was left to private enterprise; and generally into the want of proper organization,
and the incapability of the Government officials in not affording proper relief to the sufferers by the
disaster.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having taken all available evidence, are satisfied
that several of the allegations in the petition are unfounded, and that there is nothing before them
to show the necessity for further inquiry.

20th July, 1886.

No. 320.—Petition of John Christie and Others.
The petitioners, members of the Waikouaiti Presbyterian congregation, pray that measures may be
passed to secure, under the provisions of a time-table and a conscience-clause, the dailyreading of
the Bible in public schools.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.
20th July, 1886.

Nos. 348, 349, 350, 351, 352, 374, 384, 385, 386, 387, 388, and 389.—Petitions of J. D. Davis
and Others, Elizabeth Watson and Others, Henrietta Ferguson and Others, — Ken-
nedy and Others, Hugh McCleery and Others, Frances McGoun and Others, A. Eoach
and Others, Sarah E. Watson and Others, E. B. Miller and Others, Isabella McLeod
and Others, David Nichol and Others, and Eobert Ashton and Others.

The petitioners pray for the repeal of the Contagious Diseases Act.
I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with the subject-matter of these petitions is now

before the House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.
21st July, 1886.

No. 340.—Petition of Garrett Brothers and Others, of Auckland.
The petitioners state that they are tenants of the corporate body of the Mayor, Councillors, and
citizens of Auckland under certain leases granted to them by virtue of " The Municipal Corporations
Act, 1876;" that doubts have arisen as to the validity of such leases, and the price ofreal property
has gone down, therefore it will inflict great hardship on petitioners if they are compelled to accept
such leases ; that they believe a Bill is to be introduced to make such leases valid. They pray that
any such Bill may be treated as a private Bill, and notice given in the Gazette ; also, that they may
be heard by counsel or otherwise before the Bill is passed.

I am directed to report that, as there is no Bill before the House dealing with the subject-
matter of this petition, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

21st July, 1886.

No. 322.—Petition of Ann Eobertson, of Ohinemutu.
The petitioner states that in February, 1880, she purchased and entered into possession of the
Ohinemutu Hotel, but was shortly afterwards forcibly ejected from both hotel and a bath-allotmen"
adjoining, at the instigation of the late Mr. Eobert Graham. That she brought two actions agains*
Mr. Graham in the Supreme Court, which, after manypostponements and adjournments, were finally
set down for hearing at the civil sittings commencing the 12th April, 1886 ; and all her witnesses
were in attendance in Auckland on that date. That Mr. Justice Gillies commenced the trial of
actions; but they were adjourned until the 19th of said month to await the arrival of the Chief
Justice, as it had been arranged that he should try the cases instead of Mr. Justice Gillies. The
petitioner and witnesses were accordingly compelled to remain in Auckland until the 19th April;
but on the opening of the Court on that day it was announced that, in consequence of the illness
of the Chief Justice, the sitting would have to be adjourned until the 10th May following. That the
expense of bringing her witnesses to Auckland was great; that petitioner was compelled to
retain them as far as she was able. However, three returned home, and their absence seriously
affected her case. That the expenses incurred in maintaining and retaining her witnesses during
the adjournment amounted to £281 17s. She prays for relief.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the sum of £150 should be paid'
to the petitioner.

21st July, 1886. ____________________
No. 322.—Petition of Ann Eobertson.

This petition having been referred by the House back to the Committee, to consider and report
whether the petitioner should not be allowed her expenses in prosecuting her claim before the Com-
mittee,

I have the honour to report that, in the opinion of this Committee, there are no special
circumstances to justify the Committee in recommending that the expenses incurred by the peti-
tioner in respect of her petition should be paid to her by the Government.

22nd July, 1886.

No. 358.—Petition of Eev. W. Campbell and Others, of Dunedin.
The petitioners pray that measures may be passed to insure the daily reading of the Bible in public
schools.

I am directed to report that the Committee have no recommendation to make.
22nd July, 1886. , . ,

3-1. 1,
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No. 346.—Petition of Charles Dallaston and Another.

The petitioners, President and Secretary respectively of the Baptist Union, pray that more
stringent measures may be passed for the protection of young women and girls, and especially that
theage of consent may be raised to eighteen.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

22nd July, 1886.

Nos. 341 and 371.—Petitions of E. Warnock and Others, and Patrick Mullins and Others, of
Auckland.

The petitioners pray that an inquiry may be made into the relative advantages and cost in
compensation and construction of the Parnell-Penrose proposed route and the Ponsonby-Newton
route for a loop-line of railway.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, these petitions should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

22nd July, 1886.

No. 120.—Petition of C. Mainwaring.

The petitioner states that he was an officer in Her Majesty's Indian navy, and prays for a
military grant of land. . .

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

22nd July, 1886. (

No. 235.—Petition of John Falconer, of Oamaru.
The petitioner states that by "The Oamaru Eeserves Ordinance, 1865," certain lands were vested
in the Council of Oamaru for recreation purposes; that at various times portions of the said lands
have been taken for Government purposes; that by Proclamation dated the 20th February, 1886,
thirty additional acres for railway purposes were taken; and that the amount taken is excessive,

and willrender the reserve practically useless. He prays for an inquiry and relief.
I am directed to report that, having considered the petition, and report of the department, and

having availed themselves of the information of the Hon. Mr. Shrimski, M.L.C., and Messrs.
Hislop and Steward, Ms.H.E., the Committee are of opinion that, unless inconsistent with the
safety of the public or the convenient working of the railway, so much of the esplanade on the
seaward side of the railway-line as is not essential for railway purposes should be returned to the
borough, and access thereto afforded across the line. The Committee recommend that inquiries
should be made by the Goternment with this object, and that in as far as possible the wishes of
the local bodies should be consulted.

23rd July, 1886.

No. 59.—Petition of William Colenso, of Napier.
The petitioner states that in 1856 he purchased from the Crown Lands Commissioner Sections
Nos 325 327 330, and 331 in the Town of Napier; that Section 331 was a more valuable one than
the others, as it abutted on Stamford Street; that the Government took over and closed said
street and'he therefore claims compensation ; that the case came before the Compensation Court,
when'he was awarded £225; that the Government refused to give him said amount, which was
therefore paid into the Public Trust Office and petitioner called upon to prove his claim to it; that
he proceeded to do so in the Supreme Court, but judgment was given to the effect that he was not
entitled to any compensation, and he was ordered to pay costs in both trials. He has not, however,
been called upon to pay costs of the Government in the first trial. He prays that equitable relief
Qay

i to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioner has no claim
against the colony.

23rd July, 1886.

No. 353.—Petition of B. S. Galbraith and Others, of Eangiuru.
The petitioners, leaseholders under " The Land Act 1877 Amendment Act, 1882," state that their
land has been greatly damaged owing to the deposit of ashes and dust caused by therecent volcamc
eruptions. They pray for an abatement of rent, or other relief.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion, of the Committee, this petition shouldbe referred
to the Waste Lands Committee.

23rd July, 1886.

No. 356.—Petition of J. H. Bedwood.
The petitioner, the Chairman of the Spring Creek Eoad Board, prays that certain subsidies due to
the said Board under " The Local Bodies' Finance and Powers Act, 1885,' may be paid without
delay free from any illegal deduction for hospital building purposes. _

I am directed to report that, as the subsidies mentioned by the petitioner have already been
paid, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

23rd July, 1886.
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No. 335.—Petition of Joseph Ward and Others.
The petitioner, the Chairman of the Wairau Eoad Board, prays that certain subsidies due to said
Board under " The Local Bodies' Finance and Powers Act, 1885," may be paid, free of any illegal
deductions for hospital building purposes.

I am directed to report that, as the subsidies mentioned by the petitioner have already been
paid, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

23rd July, 1886.

No. 334.—Petition of Joseph Ward.
The petitioner, the Chairman of the District Board of Wairau under " The Hospitals and Charitable
Institutions Act, 1885," states that the Board is entitled to have paid to it certain subsidies out of
the Consolidated Fund in proportion to moneys collected by it from other sources; that a
hospital is now being erected in the Board's district on a site to which the Board objects, and has
therefore informed the Government that it declines to find any money towards the said building ; that
the Board has now been informed that in no case will the Government pay anything toward the
maintenance of patients in the present hospital after the 30th September next. The petitioner
prays that steps may be taken to prevent the threatened stoppage of payments.

I am directed to report that the Committee consider the Government

_
are perfectly justified in

the action they have taken, and cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
23rd July, 1886.

No. 354.—Petition of Charles Eogers.

The petitioner states that he was the proprietor of a store at Te Wairoa, and, owing to the volcanic
eruption, has lost almost everything; that the store and stock together was worth £430; that he
was only able to save twenty-five pounds' worth of goods, which cost him nearly that amount to
save. He prays for relief.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioner has no claim
against the colony, but that thepetition should be referred to the Government in order thatthey may
consider whether or not he is entitled to participate in any sum which may be voted by the House
for the relief of the sufferers by the recent calamity.

23rd July, 1886.

No. 339.—Petition of Eliza J. Hargreaves.

The petitioner states that her husband was employed for about fourteen years on the New Zealand
railways; that he died suddenly of heart-disease, leaving her in very poor circumstances. She
prays for consideration.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
23rd July, 1886.

No. 365.—Petition of John Shearer, of Auckland.
The petitioner states that he discovered the " Shearer Bock," assisted in surveying the coast up to
the North Cape, and gave the authorities reliable and valuable information re harbours, anchorages,
currents, shelters, &c, on the coast. He prays for some consideration on account of these_services.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
23rd July, 1886.

No. 372.—Petition of A. McDonald and Others (No. 1).
The petitioners, settlers in the County of Cook, pray that the House will set apart a sufficient sum
of money to construct a line of light railway part of the way from Gisborne to Opotiki.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

28th July, 1886.

No. 373.—Petition of A. McDonald and Others (No. 2).
The petitioners, settlers in the counties of Cook and Wairoa, pray that the House will set apart a
sufficient sum of money to construct a permanent dray-road to connect the towns of Napier and
Gisborne and the country south of the East Cape, in order to induce settlement of the large area
of Crown and Native lands now lying waste.

_ _
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
28th July, 1886.

No. 251.—Petition of G. W. Gane, of Eahotu.
The petitioner states that on the 31st January, 1885, he purchased at auction from the Taranaki
County Council the right to collect the dog-registration fee for 1885 over the greater portion of the
County of Taranaki, including the Parihaka District, for the sum of £155, the said fee being fixed
at 5s per head ; that on the 30th July the latter district was proclaimed to be excluded from the
operation of " The Dog Eegistration Act, 1880;" that Parihaka District contains about fifteen
hundred dogs, and petitioner would have made at least £100 after paying all expenses; that
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owing to said Proclamation he has suffered great pecuniary loss. The petitioner prays for com-
pensation.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioner has no claim
against the Government.

29th July, 1886.

No. 367.—Petition of Thomas Pepperell,
The petitioner states that in March, 1883, he had, in partnership with one O'Malley, a contract on
the Wellington-Napier Eailway, called " the Opaki Contract;" that he made every effort to com-
plete the same, but vexatious obstacles were placed in his way by Mr. Connal, the Engineer, and
Mr. Oliver, the Inspector; that in December he received notice to complete the contract within
four months from date; that the Government took over and completed the contract. The
petitioner alleges that he has suffered great loss owing to the action of the Government, and prays
for compensation, either in cash or Crown lands.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the petitioner has no claim
against the colony.

29th July, 1886.
No. 200.—Petition of Allan Anderson, of Masterton.

The petitioner states that he entered into an arrangement with O'Malley and Pepperell to do certain
carpentering work on the Opaki section of the Wellington-Napier Eailway; that he executed said
work, which was passed by the Government Inspector ; that he was not paid by the contractors,
and when the Government took over the contract it reaped the benefit of the petitioner's work;
thathe has since received £33 10s. from Government. He alleges that there is still a balance due
to him, and prays that it may be paid.

I am. directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, petitioner's claim has been fully
satisfied by the Government.

30th July, 1886. .
No. 357.—Petition of H. D. Vavasour.

The petitioner, the Acting-Chairman of tho Awatere Boad Board, prays that certain subsidies due to
the said Board under " The Local Bodies' Finance and Powers Act, 1885," may be paid, free from
any illegal deductions for hospital building purposes.

I am directed to report that the Committee consider the Government are perfectly justified in
the action they have taken, and cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.

30th July, 1886. __
Nos. 395, 396, 397, and 419.—Petitions of T. C. Valpy and Others, William Cunningham and

Others, Sarah Harris and Others, and Alfred North and Others.
The petitioners pray for therepeal of The Contagious Diseases Act.

I am directed to report that, as a Bill is now before the House dealing with the subject-matter
of these petitions, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

30th July, 1886.
No. 355.—Petition of Agnes A. Helps, of Waikato.

The petitioner states that a pension of £60 was granted by the Government to her late husband,
but that he only lived for five years to enjoy it. She prays that a small portion of said pension
may be granted per annum to her for life.

I am directed to report that, in tho opinion of the Committee, petitioner has no claim against
the Government.

30th July, 1886.

No. 402.—Petition of John Manchester and Others.
The petitioners pray that tile Waimate County may be constituted a separate district under "The
Hospitals and Charitable Institutions Act, 1885."

I am directed to report that, as a Bill dealing with the subject-matter of this petition is now
before the House, the Committee has no recommendation to make.

30th July, 1886.
No. 379.—Petition of John Godseel and Others.

The petitioners, ratepayers of the Duntroon and Hakateramea Eailway District, state that they
have been unjustly called upon to pay rates on said line of railway, although the line isnot completed,
and is of no practical benefit to them. They pray that they may be relieved of the said threatened
unjust tax.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

30th July, 1886.
No. 414.—Petition of John Cawte and Others.

The petitioners pray that a sufficient sum of money may be voted this session to construct a dray-
road from Havelock to Mahakepawa.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration,

30th July, 1886.
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No. 381.—Petition of T. B. Hannaford, of Auckland.

The petitioner states that he has heard it is the intention of the Government to erect a lighthouse
on Cuvier Island at a cost of £8,000; that it is in his power to submit plans, specifications, and
cost of his invention " The Iron Skeleton Windmill Bell-tower Lighthouse," which structure is not
only better than an ordinary lighthouse, but could be erected for one-quarter of the before-
mentioned sum. He prays that monetary aid may be afforded in order to enable him to employ a
first-class mechanical engineer to usher his invention into the world.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

30th July, 1886.

No. 93.—Petition of Burnett and Yule, of Masterton.
The petitioners, lately trading as Burnett and Yule, sawmillers, state that they supplied timber to
the Opaki section of the Wellington-Napier Eailway, under arrangement with O'Malley and
Pepperell, the contractors; that the said contractors became bankrupt, and the Government took
over the contract, but petitioners continued to supply timber to the works, which was passed as
before by the Government Inspector, and their condemned timber was also used on the works;
that they have suffered loss owing to the Public Works Department taking and using their timber.
They pray that the balance due to them may be paid.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion, from investigations made by them,
that the petitioners should be paid the sum of £35 in full satisfaction of all claims.

30th July, 1886.

No. 418.—Petition of John M. Grace, of Auckland.
The petitioner states that he is the heir-at-law of the late Peter Grace, of Auckland; that his late
father in 1865 entered into a contract to construct the first section of the Auckland-Drury Eailway;
that in 1866 the contract was taken out of his hands, and the plant seized; that he received the
sum of £3,600, and signed a receipt in full of all demands. He now claims the sum of £3,078 25.,
as money owing by the Provincial Government to his father.

I am directed to report that this Committee can see no reason to alter the decision arrived at
by the Committee last session.

3rd August, 1886.

No. 407.—Petition of John Hunter Brown and Others.
The petitioners, residents in the counties of Cook and Wairoa, pray that a permanent dray-road
may be constructed to connect the towns of Napier and Gisborne and the country south of the
East Cape.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

3rd August, 1886.

No. 404.—Petition of George Groves and Others, of Southland.
The petitioners pray that station-buildings may be erected at Nightcaps Eailway terminus, and
that the Government will purchase the line in order to enable their prayer to be granted.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

3rd August, 1886.

No. 393.—Petition of James Kelly, of Auckland.
The petitioner states that he has discovered and patented a process by which New Zealand iron-
sand can be manufactured into pig-iron of a marketable quality, in a practical and economic
manner. He prays that a sum not exceeding £500 may be placed on the estimates, to enable him
to demonstrate in public that his statement is true.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

3rd August, 1886.

No. 408.—Petition of J. H. Taylor and Others, of Eotorua.
The petitioners pray that the Governmentwill cause certain roads to be made in the Eotorua
District, and also that the Mourea Bridge may be so altered as to admit of boat-traffic.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

3rd August, 1886.

No. 378.—Petition of J. A. L. Hall and Others.
The petitioners pray that a railway-station and cattle-yards may be erected at Kawakawa.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

3rd August, 1886,
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No. 342.—Petition of Joseph Griffin and Others.

The petitioners pray that a flag-station for passengers and traffic may be erected on the Whauwhau
branch of the Whangarei-Kamo Eailway.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred to
the Government for consideration.

3rd August, 1886.
No. 428.—Petition of J. McDowell and Others, of Wellington.

The petitioners pray that the City of Wellington may be constituted a single electoral district,
returning three members to the House.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

4th August, 1886.
No. 429.—Petition of Joseph Webster and Others, of Mangawai.

The petitioners pray that arailway may be constructed from Helensville to Hokianga as soon as
possible.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

4th August, 1886.

No. 425.—Petition of James Farrell and Others, of Kihikihi.
The petitioners pray that legislation may be enacted whereby it may be rendered optional for a
town district to sever its connection with a county, and whereby such town district may, as regards
such county, be placed on the same footing as if it were a borough.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

4th August, 1886.

No. 421.—Petition of T. B. Matthews and Others, of Otago.
The petitioners state that, although willing and able to work, they are unable to find employment
of any kind whatsoever, and that many of them are on the verge of starvation. They pray that
the Government will give them employment.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

4th August, 1886.

No. 368.—Petition of Alfred Jarman, of Napier.
The petitioner states that he was Chief Draughtsman in the -Napier Survey Office ; that he was
compelled to retire from the service, and received compensation. He alleges that the amount of
said compensation was inadequate, and prays that a further sum may be given to him, or that
he may be reappointed, or that the Government will find some means to redress his various
grievances.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend that any further compensation
should be granted to the petitioner, and in other respects can see no reason to depart from the
decision arrived at last session.

4th August, 1886.

No. 359.—Petition of Charles Downie and Others, of the Buller.
The petitioners pray that asufficient sum may be placed on the estimates to erect a wire suspension
footbridge over the Buller Eiver at Murchison.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

4th August, 1886.

No. 427.—Petition of E. Pearce and Others, of Wellington.
The petitioners, Chairman and members of the Wellington Harbour Board, pray that such measures
may be passed as will enable them to have granted to them endowments adequate to theimportance
of theport; and also that they may be compensated for the loss of a certain piece of land which
has been taken from them by the Government to form the site of a proposed new printing office.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the Board should be compensated
for the land taken from them as a site for the proposed new printing office, and that the petition
generally should be referred to the Government for consideration.

sth August, 1886.

No. 426.'—Petition of Henry Higgins, of Ormond.
The petitioner states that he has been a teacher in the public schools of New Zealand for fourteen
years; that, in consequence of having been compelled to work in unsuitable school-buildings, he
has become almost blind, and is forced to give up his occupation. He prays that a small section of
land may be granted to him.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
sth August, 1886,
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No 433.—Petition of Sophia Taeawhio, of Eotorua.

The petitioner, a guide, states that, owing to the recent volcanic eruptions at Te Wairoa, she has
lost her house and home; that she has also suffered so severely through fear as to be unable to do
any manual work in order to earn a living, and is now without means of support. She prays for
relief.

I am directed to report that the Committee are of opinion that the petitioner has no claim
against the Government.

sth August, 1886.
No. 398.—Petition of Michael Collins, of Coromandel.

The petitioner states that he has been a member of the Nelson Eifle Volunteers and the Armed
Constabulary Field Force; that he was also in the Artillery corps at the taking of Ngatiapa ; that
while in charge of Hauhau prisoners at Poverty Bay he received an injury to his knee from which
he still suffers. He prays that inquiries may be made, and relief granted to him.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

sth August, 1886.
No. 423.—Petition of E. L. Clark (No. 1), of Auckland.

The petitioner prays that certain alterations may be made in the jurisdiction of District Courts.
I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred

to the Government for consideration.
sth August, 1886.

No. 441.—Petition of John Thompson, of Gisborne.
The petitioner states that he supplied the necessary data for a scheme for the construction of the
Gisborne breakwater; that this scheme was made the basis of a plan under which the works are at
present being constructed. He prays that he may receive some recognition of his services, or be
compensated by the House.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, any claim which the petitioner
may have is against the Gisborne Harbour Board, not the Government.

6th August, 1886.

No. 247.—Petition of H. L. Greer, of Johnsonville.
The petitioner states that his son and daughter were committed to theBurnham Industrial School;
that they were kept at work when they should have been receiving education; that they were
otherwise neglected and ill-used. He prays for a grant of land to make a home for himself and
children.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having taken the evidence of the following wit-
nesses—viz., Mr. O'Callaghan, M.H.E., Mr. Eeese, M.H.E., Mr. Carson, Mr. Greer, and theEev.
Mr. Habens—are of opinion that there is nothing to prove any negligence or ill-usage on the part of
the officials of the Burnham Industrial School, and they therefore cannot recommend the prayer of
the petitioner.

6th August, 1886.
No. 424.—Petition of F. B. Hughes, of Auckland.

The petitioner states that he was discharged from the prison service in June, 1883, on account of
ill-health; that his illness was blood-poisoning, caused by the opening of an old drain on the gaol
premises; that he is now quite broken down in health; that he received a certain sum as compen-
sation, but the amount was inadequate. He prays for further compensation.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend that any further compensation
should be granted to the petitioner.

6th August, 1886.
No. 174.—Petition of William Millar, of Eoslyn.

This petition having been referred back to the Committee by the House in order that further
evidence might be taken,

I have the honour to report that the Committee, having taken the evidence of the Hon. Mr.
Bathgate, M.L.C., and Mr. Macandrew, M.H.E., and reconsidered the matter, are of opinion that
there is no reason to alter the decision already arrived at.

6th August, 1886.

No. 437.—Petition of John T. Dalrymplb and Others, of Eangitikei.
The petitioners pray that a pilot may be stationed at the mouth of the Eangitikei Eiver.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

6th August, 1886.

No. 442.—Petition of Eichard Billington, of Eaglan.
The petitioner prays for certain amendments in the Counties Act.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

6th August, 1886.



1.-l 24

No. 440.—Petition of T. B. Hannaford, of Auckland.
The petitioner states thathe has a scheme for the introduction of two thousand efficient servant-
girls into the colony; that he submitted the said scheme to the Minister of Immigration, who stated
verbally that he had no objection to his bringing out the young women ; that he accordingly com-
municated with his agent in England, desiring him to select and nominate an unlimited number of
girls, but that instructions were sent to the Agent-General to on no account entertain any such
nominations; that petitioner has received a letter from the Minister to the effect that under no
circumstances will he permit petitioner's proposals to be entertained. He prays that assistance
may be granted towards the introduction of female servants, and that all the papers mentioned in.
the petition may be laid before the House.

I am directed to report that the Committee cannot recommend the prayer of the petitioner.
6th August, 1886.

No. 439.—Petition of E. L. Clark (No. 2), of Auckland.
The petitioner prays that an inquiry may be granted into the conduct of the Begistrar of the
Supreme Court at Auckland.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition, together with tho
affidavit of Mr. S. Leers, should be referred to the Government, and the Committee recommend
that a special inquiry may be made into the matter.

6th August, 1886.

No. 309.—Petition of James Caldwell, of Dunedin.
The petitioner states that he was appointed Chief Officer of the Dunedin Gaol in 1862, and Governor
of the same in 1867 ; that he was in the service for twenty years, fifteen being under theProvincial
and five under the General Government; that on several occasions he took charge of Maori
rebel prisoners and kept them safely, when other governors of gaols refused to receive them ; that
the Hon. Mr. Bowen, when Minister of Justice, minuted in the books of the department that a
pension of £200 should be granted to the petitioner; that in 1882 he applied for twelve months'
leave of absence on,full pay, and a pension on retirement; that twelve months' leave, to commence
in January, 1883, was granted to him, but pension refused; that during his leave a Eoyal Com-
mission sat to inquire into irregularities alleged to have occurred in the gaol from 1877 to 1883;
thathe was required to attend before the Commission during his hardly-earned period of retirement;
that thereport of the Commission was not on the whole unfavourable to him; that in November,
1883, he was informed that his services were dispensed with, and a gratuity granted to him of one
month's pay for every year in the Government service ; that, after a long and honourable career,
he now finds his good name tarnished by this dismissal. The petitioner prays thathis fifteen years'
Provincial service may not be overlooked, that his case may be taken into consideration, and his
claims dealt with as justice may require.

I am directed to report that, as the petitioner has received full compensation for loss of office,
the Committee are of opinion that he has no further claim against the colony.

10th August, 1886.

No. 406.—Petition of William Lowe and others.
The petitioners, miners, state that in June, 1886, they recovered judgment in the Eesident Magis-
trate's Court, Westport, against the Public Trustee for the sum of £21 15s. 10d., money wrongfully
obtained by tho said Trustee from funds voted by the House for payment of a portion of the costs
incurred in the litigation Costello versus O'Donnelland others; that they have levied distress against
thePublic Trustee, which has been returned unsatisfied; that the said Trustee has offered the peti-
tioners £15 ss. 10d., which he alleges is the whole amount of money in his hands available for
satisfying the judgment; that it was clearly proved at the hearing of the case that he had pre-
viously assigned to petitioners all right to the moneys so received by him, and that legally and
equitably the petitioners were entitled thereto. The petitioners pray that such relief may be given
as is provided for in " The Public Trust Office Act, 1872," or otherrelief.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the circumstances of this case
are such as to require a careful inquiry by the Government. It appears that, in a similar case
against a private individual as trustee, the costs on both sides would have to be paid by the trustee
out of his own money, if there were not sufficient assets in the estate.

10th August, 1886.

No. 150.—Petition of William Fowler, of Palmerston, Otago.
The petitioner states that he is the owner of property situated in the Town of Palmerston; that the
said property had a frontage to the main street; that the railway has been constructed close to his
boundary-fence ; thathis frontage is thereby rendered completely valueless, and his property depre-
ciated in value at least one-half.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

10th August, 1886.
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No. 448/—Petition of W. T. Locke Travers, of Wellington.

The petitioner prays that the House will not sanction any legislation calculated to divert certain
land, and buildings thereon, now held by the Wellington College Trustees, from the purposes con-
templated by "The Wellington City Eeserves Act, 1872."

I am directed to report that, the subject-matter of this petition having been dealt with by the
House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

11th August, 1886.

No. 455.—Petition of Walter Swift and Others, of Kawakawa.
The petitioners state that they have heard that a petition has been presented to the House praying
that Kawakawa Eailway-station may be removed to Waiomio Village ; that the said removal is not
necessary, and wouldbe a great injustice to those who have bought land in the vicinity of the station
under the belief that the present site would be a permanent one.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

11th August, 1886.

No. 452.—Petition of Frederick Cock and Others, of Waihi and Katikati.
The petitioners pray that the Ohinemuri Eiver may be rebridged at Waihi.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, this petition should be referred
to the Government for consideration.

11th August, 1886.

No. 449.—Petition of John J. Macdonald and Others.
The petitioners state that they were appointed members of the Greenstone Licensing Committee
by the Governor ; that they held a meeting, and granted licenses ; that, objections being raised by
the police and others against certain licenses applied for, they adjourned for fourteen days to
consider them that, without being asked whether they intended to refuse the license or not, a
mandamus was obtained to order a renewal to one J. K. Birley ; that in consequence of this action
they have been saddled with law expenses to the amount of £60. They pray that their case may
be considered, all documents relating thereto called for, and relief granted.

I am directed to report that, having examined the documents relating to the case, and taken
the evidence of Mr. Fergus, M.H.E., the Committee have no recommendation to make.

11th August, 1886.

No. 445.—Petition of Charles Pope.
The petitioner states that he is the captain of the screw-steamer " Tui; " that on the 31st October
1885, Mr. E. Cobb, sheep-owner, shipped twelve sheep on board the said steamer at Foxton for
Wellington ; that in November following twelve sheep, which he had every reason to believe were
the same ones he had brought down, were shipped at Wellington for Foxton, and he was informed
by their owner, Mr. Cobb, that everything was all right, which he understood to mean that a
certificate had been obtained. He prays that the fine which was imposed upon him for a breach
of the Sheep Act may be remitted.

I am directed to report that, in the opinion of the Committee, the fine should be remitted.
11thAugust, 1886.

No. 450.—Petition of George Sumpter, of Oamaru.
The petitioner, the Chairman of the Oamaru Harbour Board, states that certain lands in Oamaru
were vested in the Board; that the value was greatly increased by reclamation and protective
works made by the Boardat a heavy outlay ; that in 1879 the Minister for Public Works intimated
that the land would be required for the purposes of a loop-line of railway, and in consequence the
Board was prevented from leasing the same; that on the 13th August, 1885, the Minister offered
£9,316 as compensation for the said land ; that a plan showing the land referred to accompanied
the offer, and the whole land shown was stated to contain approximately 4 acres 2 roods; that,
although the Board considered the sum offered insufficient, it was compelled to accept, being in
financial difficulties ; that, byProclamation in the Gazette of the 18thFebruary, 1886, land belonging
to the Board to the extent of 8 acres 1 rood perches, was taken for railway purposes ; that the
Board accepted tho sum of £9,316 on the understanding that the amount of land taken corresponded
with the quantity mentioned in the letter of the Minister for Public Works of the 13th August;
that an extra amount of land has been taken, and the remaining land belonging to the Board is
lessened in value ; that the land taken includes certain sidings which were not shown on the plan
referred to, and therefore the Board has received no compensation for them, and has sustained
serious loss through the whole transaction. The petitioner prays for compensation on behalf of
the Board.

I am directed to report that the Committee have taken evidence regarding the case, and cannot
recommend that any further compensation be granted.

13th August, 1886.
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No. 457.—Petition of 0. M. Creagh, of Auckland.

The petitioner states that on the 15th July, 1886, he petitioned the House with respect to certain
charges made against him by Mr. Commissioner Barton ; that the petition was referred to the
Native Affairs Committee ; that, in order to dispose of the charges against him, he was obliged to
come down from Auckland with four witnesses, also to obtain professional assistance; that the
Committee tookpetitioner's evidence, and that of three of the witnesses, andreported in a manner
which he considers completely exonerates him from the crime charged against him by the Commis-
sioner. That the counsel who appeared on his behalf before the Committee made application for
expenses, but was informed that the Committee could not grant the request.

I am directed to report that the Committee, having taken the evidence of the petitioner and
Colonel Trimble, M.H.E., can see no reason to interfere with the action of the Native Affairs Com-
mittee.

14thAugust, 1886.
No. 458.—Petition of Samuel McCullough.

The petitioner, the Chairman of the Maniototo County Council, prays that a Commission may be
appointed to inquire into and report upon the management of the workingrailways.

I am directed to report that, as the subject-matter of this petition has been dealt with by the
House, the Committee have no recommendation to make.

14th August, 1886.

Authority: Gbobqe Didsbuby, Government Printer, Wellington.—1886.
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