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current expenses of the training colleges at Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch,
and Dunedin. The statement of cost for each child in the four districts in
which these normal schools are situated is therefore somewhat higher than it
otherwise would be. The lowest rate of maintenance (in the strict sense) is in
Westland, where the number of ¢ aided schools” is proportionally largest. In
Nelson also the rate is very low. Next stands Grey, and then Southland, with
Hawke’s Bay, Wanganui, and Taranaki following in the order in which they are
named. Marlborough also is below the mean, though not so far below as might
have been expected, and South Canterbury is nearly on a level with Marlborough.
The only districts in which the mean is exceeded are three of the four largest.
Of these, Wellington stands highest, because in this case the cost of a training
college intended for the benefit of all the neighbouring districts comes into the
accounts of a district which is not very large. Auckland alone of the largest
districts falls below the mean.

The whole cost of maintenance, including management and inspection, is
£4 2s. 7d. for each child, calculating it for the average attendance ; or £3 4s. 93d.,
calculating it for the mean of the number on the rolls from week to week. The
following table gives full particulars under this head, and shows also the expen-
diture on school buildings at so much for each child. It should be borne in
mind, however, that the expenditure on school buildings is for the benefit not so
much of the children now in the schools, as of other children for whom new
provision has by this expenditure been made.

TABLE M.—EXPENDITURE PER SCHOLAR BY BOARDS.
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The cost of the Boards’ official management and of inspection is at the
rate of 5s. 11d. for each child. In North Canterbury it is 3s. 53d.; in Otago,
4s. 1d.; in Southland, 4s. 8d.; in Wellington, 4s. 11d.; in all the other districts
it is above the mean, rising in the small district of Taranaki to 10s. 24d. A list
of the officers of the several Boards is given in the Appendix (page 7). The
Auckland and Otago Boards employ the services of three Inspectors each; North
Canterbury has two; Taranaki, Wanganui, Wellington, South Canterbury, and
Southland have one each; in Hawke’s Bay the offices of Secretary and
Inspector are combined, and the same plan is adopted in Westland ; and Nelson
has an Inspector, part of whose services are devoted to Marlborough. In the
district of Grey the Commissioners (who in other parts of this report are regarded
as a Board) arranged last year for the examination of their higher classes by
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