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not show to what extent this is the case. The great majority of the half-time
schools are in the Auckland District, where the Board appears to be disposed to
extend the method of coupling under a competent teacher two small schools, in
preference to employing inefficient teachers for small separate schools.

The distribution of the schools among the several districts is shown in the
following table:—

TABLE J.—Number of Schools open at the End of 1885.
(In this enumeration everycouple of half-time schools is reckoned as one school, except in the column for number

of such schools.)

The number of teachers at the end of 1885 was 2,619, being greater by 172
than the number for 1884. The average number of children in attendance under
the care of each teacher in the last quarter of the year was 31"2. As the corre-
sponding number for 1884 was 31*4, it follows that the growing number oi
scholars is adequately provided for by the appointment of new teachers. The
foregoing statement does not include mistresses employed for a few hours in each
week to give instruction in needlework; their number at the end of the year
was 148, against 161 in 1884. The following table, compiled from the Boards'
returns, shows for each district the numbers of teachers of both sexes and
different standing, and the proportion between the numbers of teachers and
pupils :— TABLE K.—Number of Teachers.
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