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Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of Hus Exocellency

SECONDARY SCHOOLS INCORPORATED OR ENDOWED,

Name,

Act of Incorporation
or Institution.

Remarks.

Auckland College and Grammar School
Auckland Girls’ High School

Thames High School

Whangarei High Schcol

New Plymouth High School

Wanganui High School

Wanganui Endowed School

Wellington College .
Wellington Girls” High School
Napier High School

Nelson College

Nelson College for Girls

Christ’s College Grammar School

Christchurch Boys’ High School
Christchurch Girls’ High School

Rangiora High School

Akaroa High School

Ashburton High School

Timaru High School

Waimate High School

Greymouth High School

Hokitika High School

Waitaki High School

Otago Boys' and Girls’ High Schools
Southland Boys’ and Girls' High Schools

1877 No.
1878, No.
1878, No.
1878, No.
1878, No.
1878, No.
[Nil.]

51, Local.
55, Liocal
54, Liocal.
63, Local.
52, Local
42, Tocal

1872, No.
1878, No.
1882, No.
1858, No. 38.

1882, No. 15, Local
Canterbury Ordinance, 1855

67
40, Local
11, Local.

1878, No. 80, Local
[Nil.]

1881, No.
| 1881, No.
| 1878, No.
| 1878, No.
© 1883, No.

1883, No.

1883, No.
| 1878, No.
1877, No.
1877, No.

15, Local.
16, Local.
49, Local.
26, Local.
19, Liocal
21, Liocal
7, Local

18, Liocal.
52, Local.
82, Local.

Under management of Education Board.

Under management of Education Board.

Board identical with Education Board.

Endowment, Reg. I, fol. 52. See also
D.-16, 1866, p. 9.

Under management of Nelson College.

A department of Christ’s College, Can-
terbury. No report for 1883 re-
ceived.

Under management of Canterbury College.

Under management of Canterbury College.

Endowment, Gazette, 1878, Vol, 1,
p. 181,

Not in operation in 1883.
Not in operation in 1883.
Not in operation in 1883.

STAFF, ATTENDANCE, FEES, AND SALARIES AT CERTAIN SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

Attendance

Stadt. m(erQaﬁgf%m Ageaazl;tl'ég%f'll‘gé?l o oy Annual Rates of Fees. Annual

o115 oy

Scroows. P s o 2% Last Quarter
51 wo|Td| g < Bg . lg¢g For For Board, or Term
S8 3 F 3|2l ai| § A Sy gomiect | otiws
0 - 2 2 b4 - 1 -8C.

g 15| & 4 S Plg g i EXl & C}(I)urse. TSLIﬁtion.

For Bovs orry. fo 150 dd £ s d £ s d
Auckland Grammar School | 12 | 1| 249 232 4 | 168 74 3 249, 9 9 0} 378 0 0
Parnell Church of England| 8| 2 61 60 11 40, 10 61 8 1010 0 45 0 0 515 0 O

Grammar School 1‘
New Plymouth High School | 2 59 53 41 18 59 4 0 0 509 0 0
Wanganui Endowed School | 5|9 84 81/ 10| 38 35~I 84 43{13 5 8} 42 0 01,00 0 0
Wellington College 8|9 119 179 3 140 27 179 63{5; = 8} 50 0 02,00 0 0
Napier High School 311 63 58| 4 47 12 63 19 8 8 0 35 0 O
Nelson College 514 102 095 4 45 47‘ 6 102] 42/ 12 10 0 50 0 0 1,575 0 0
Christchurch Boys’ High o \ | . { 1212 0

School } 718 133 94| 3109 20; 1 133 99 O} 2,825 0 0O
Ashburton High School 210 25 922 8| 171 4 1| 9 2{ o1 g} 42 00 575 0 0
Otago Boys’ High School  |+11 | 1} 275 263‘ 2 | 149 120, 4} 275 46, 8 0 0 40 0 0 3,875 0 O

Totals 58 ’17 12301 137; 44 808‘( 367‘( 16 I1 230 218 '

*Bxclusive of vigiting teachers paid by fees,

1—E

t+ Three of these teach nlso at the Girls’ School.
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STAFF, ATTENDANCE, FEES, AND SATARIES AT CERTAIN SECONDARY SCHOOLS==

vontinued.
| Attendence
Staff. ,f@é}’(slﬁﬁgm Ageafl(;rrtlé%;sgf’il‘gggl S Annual Rates of Foes, Annual
i of 1863, . S 4 Salaries at
EcHooLs 3E i L Rate for
> . | e =) 87 ast Quartey
35 S 106l | 8 |®s g&|  For For Board, or Torm
= B : 2 SEl D | 5 nRl 3 | Ea | Ordinary | exclusive of of 1863,
B a3 e 1Eer 8 | & e8| & “"" | Day-school | Day-school
s Bl = P |8 o™ & Courses. Tuition.
For GIRLS ONLY. . .
Auckland Girls' High School | 14 [11] 223 199| 7 | 117] 79| 22 | 225 (1? 2 8 2,247 0 O
Wellington Girls” High . . o L } 1 000
gongt {lele o3 83 4 a6 86 1| o8 H‘i 12 0 000 0 0
Christchurch Girls’ High xal 112 } 50 0
P ? al6 8ol T4l 1| 53 26 s |} 5 0 9 0
Nelson College (Girls) 4|7 118 103 6! 59 50 3| 118 26 { 2 8}_ 50 0 0| 72 0 0
Otago Girls’ High School. | 8|5 187 172 8112 67 187 {18 9 8} 1600 0 0
Southland Girls’ High - (10 0 0O 5
I 8 } 3 50 41 1) 23 19 2 45 309§ o 625 0 0
Totals 39 31‘ 748 672; 27 | 410] 277 28 748 26;
For Boys AND GIRLS.
. 0 (b, 27 260 2 18 7 27
Thames High School 3|2 19. 39 31l 2| 24 6 39
) . [b.48 45/ 1| 80| 17 48
Timara High School T o 40| 36 4| 14 18 4| 40 } 8 8 0 1900 6 0
. . b. 21 20 17 4 21 1010 O
Rangiora High School 1 {g. p 5 4 e 6 ‘{ 8 8 0} 800 0 0
jBoys 96 91 3 65 28 76
Totals { girlg | | 121 gl 7o 6| 42 28 4, 78
N Boys |71 96| 1,208 47 | 868 805| 16 |1 326
Grand totals {Gms | g26| 744 33 | 452 503| 82 | 862

AUCKLAND COLLEGE AND GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

1. GovErrors REPORT.
Sir,— Auckland, 29th April, 1884.
, I have the honour, on behalf of the Board of Governors of the ‘Auckland College and
Grammar School, to forward to you the following report for the year 1883 :—

Mcetings.~During the year fifteen regular and fourteen special meetings of the Board have
been held.

Retirement and Flection of Governors—In accordance with “The Auckland College and
Grammar School Act, 1877, and the Amendment Act, 1880, three of the Governors—namely,
Sir G. Maurice O’'Rorke, M.H.R., Thomas Peacock, Isq., M.H.R., and Joseph A. Tole, Esq.,
M.H.R., representing respectively the members of the Legislature for the Auckland Provincial
Dlotuct the Auckland Board of Education, and the Senate of the New Zealand University—retired
by rotation. The first and last were re- elected. In place of Mr. Peacock, Richard Laishley jun.,
Esq., Chairman of the Board of Iducation, was elected by that body, and, upon his resignation
towards the end of the year, Richard Hobbs, Esq., M.H.R., Chairman of the Board of Education,
was appointed by co-optation.

Masters.—In January the Rev T Thistle, M.A. Oxon., and Mr A. H. Highton, M.A,
Cantab., were appointed to masbterships for classics and English and for natural science and
mathemahcs vacant, the former by the death of Mr W E. W Morrison, B.A. Oxon., the latter
by the retirement of Mr J H. Tompson. In October, an increass in the staff having become
necessary, Mr. J G Trevithick was appointed master for writing and drawing, whereupon Mr K.
Wastking ceased to attend as visiting master for the latter subject.

Branch School at Ponsonby.—At the commencement of the year a branch school, for boys
between the ages of eight and twelve, was opened, at the request of inhabitants of the district of
Ponsonby in the building known as the Public Hall, the use of which was obtained free of rent.
This school now contains twenty-ﬁve pupils. The Board is of opinion that the establishment of
similar branch schools in the various suburban districts would be highly useful, as meeting the wants

of boys too young to journey to and from the parent school, relieving the pressure upon its lower, .

and insuring proper preparation for its higher, forms. 1In view, however, of the calls upon the funds
at its disposal, the Board considers it essential that such schools should be practically -self-
supporting.

Increase tn Number of Pupils.—A remarkably rapid increase has taken place in the number of
pupils. The numbers of names upon the roll of the school have been as follows First term, 257,
second term, 267, third term, 275, as compared with 168 in the third term of 1882, This increase,
whilst highly satisfactory as indicating increased appreciation of the schocl, has put a severe strain
upon the staff, and rendered frequent revision of the arrangements necessary It also has rendered
necessary an extension of the accommodation, as mentioned below and considerable further exten-
sions will be required at an early date, unless a limit is to be fixed to the number of pupils, a course
which the Board is very unwilling to adopt.

‘1’&
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In consequence of the inadvertent omission of the Southland Boys’ High School, the following

addition to the Table is necessary i—-
STAFF, ATTENDANCE, FEES, AND SALARIES &T (‘LRl‘\l'\I SECO\DARY SCHOOLS.

17 1 "87| 1 191 45 | 83t| 388| 17 11 287| 218,

(1,388l 1 289/ 48 | 902 416 17 {1,383 !
87b| ,44| 83| 459 303 32| 862 !

| ; |

i l i | 1

Girls

| | . Attendar.lgce | . T
or Last Term Ages for Last Termor . e
| staft. | oy Quarter | 8 Quarter of 1883. o Annual Rates of Fees. | q&‘l.";’i“;'] "
| | of1sss. 2%, L Rz‘:‘tet’f'o;
Seuoots. [ BRI - ‘le'é__l_ — = T 2g|T 7 77 T T 7 LastQuarter
] | = l ¥ |ng 65| g Ry . |g¢g For -~ For Board, | orTerm
| B lel g 2 RN o | =51 3 2& | Ordinary | exclusive of | of 18%3.
2 1E 3 I S jES| 88|28 8 i Z™ i Day-school| Day-school
2 5l =2 P [Slal = B o | = I Course. i Tuition. |
| | i H |
| ! i . | | ! i
For Bovs oNLY. | | | i i ‘ ! i | | | £ s d £ s d] £ s d
Southland Boys' Highy, | | sl 1| s e | . l¢10 0 0oy l
¢ 1 o1 | 571 ' | l
School ’|i 3 | | 57! 04! | 34.: 1 1 | oli l,l 8 0 Ouj i
. |
Totals | 61 | ' ||
|
|

!
Grand totals {Bgy s || |
L
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Buildings, ¢e.—Two new class-rooms, each adapted to contain about thirty boys, have been
erected. A room in the basement, formerly used as a lavatory and cloak-room, has been fitted up
as & laboratory, in which about thirty boys can do practical work in chemistry Two fives-courts
have been supplied, the exterior of the building has been painted and repaired, and various minor
improvements have been effected, and additions made to the furniture and plant in use for teaching

. Course of Study.—Drawing has been. introduced into the ordinary course, the teaching of
writing has been systematized, the teaching of natural science has been widened and improved, and
better provision has been made for boys who do not learn Latin by the introduction of mensuration
and book-keeping, and in other ways.

Scholarships, ¢c.—Six junior and three senior scholarships have been founded by the Board.
The former, which confer exemption from the ordinary fees, and are tenable until the end of the
year in which the holder reaches the age of fifteen, are open to all boys under the age of thirteen,
whether already attending the school or not the latter—which, in addition, carry a payment of
£40 per annum, and are tenable for three years, and for which candidates must be between the ages
of fourteen and sixteen—are at present, in conformity with the law, confined to boys already in the
school. The Governors have also continued the privilege of free education to all holders of the
scholarships and certificates of proficiency awarded by the Auckland Board of Education to boys
from the distriet schools.

Evening Classes.—Evening classes for Latin, French, chemistry mathematies, and arithmetic
were advertised for each term of the year, but in the first term only three, and in the second and
third only two, were held, the preséribed minimum of eight students not having been reached in the
others. The Board regrets that these classes are not better appreciated. It is probable that, in the
latter part of the year, the lectures of the Professors of the University College drew away some few
who would otherwise have attended these classes.

Schoolhouse —The attention of the Board has been much oceupied during the year with the
question of a schoolhouse for the reception of boarders. It is felt that such an institution is
urgently needed to meet the just claims of the inhabitants of the rural districts of the province,
and it is also believed that it would have an excellent effect upon the tone and intellectual standard
of the whole school. Sites have been suggested to the Board, and existing houses offered for
temporary use after careful consideration all have been found unsuitable, either in themselves, or
of the ground of remoteness from the day-school, or on that of expense, or on more than one of
these grounds. Under these circumstances the Governors cannot but hope that some portion of
the paddock in the rear of Government House may be granted for the purpose, the more so as
they feel that, independently of the benefit to the school, the erection of a substantial building
upon ground ab present in a condition of neglect would be an improvement to the City of Auckland.

. Playground and Dining-room.—The Board also regrets that it has been unable to secure a
suitable playground, or to meet the want which exists for some arrangement by which boys coming
from a distance may obtain a suitable mid-day meal at a moderate cost. Such an arrangement
might, it is hoped, be made in connection with the schoolhouse, if erected-apon a site in proximity
to the day-school.

Annual Eramination.—Herewith are enclosed copies of the reports received from Professors
Tucker, Brown, and Thomas, by whom the whole school was examined in the month of August.

I have, &c.,
JOHN JAMES,
The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington. Secretary

2. ProrFessor Tucker’'s REPORT.

GENTLEMEN,— Auckland, 14th September, 1883,

I have completed a careful examination of the above school in Latin and English languages,
and also in ancient history , and I have to lay before you the following report, which, owing to the
number of forms examined, is of considerable length :—

Having no previous knowledge of the attainments to be looked for in the various classes, I was
guided in determining the ease or difficulty of the papers by the nature of the work resd during the
year All the questions were rather easy than otherwise, and it was my endeavour to discover how
much was known rather of the essential matter than of the minutiz of the imunediate text-book.

In Latin I find the following results :-—Form V To this form were set three papers, on trans-
lation, grammar, and composition respectively  The translation was, on the whole, creditably done,
although the standard attained was scarcely.so high as might have been expected from the most
advanced form of such a school. In the grammar the accidence was good, but the gyntax
comparatively weak. This fault T conceive to be due to the fact that most of the boys, being
ill-grounded, have been compelled to push on over too much ground in too short a time. From the
same cause the Latin composition was very faulty and crude for boys of such an age. Morrison
and W Meldrum, however, acquitted themselves well in all the Latin subjects, the former doing
especially good work.—Form Upper IV The translation of this form was, on the whole, very
accurate, and abundant proof was forthcoming that the subjects had been read carefully and
intelligently ~ Hall obtained nearly full marks, and Burton and Watkin nearly as many as Hall.
The grammar, however, was but poorly done, and the composition leaves very much to be desired.
In the case of this form, as in that of Form V., I think it would be advisable to make an effort de
n0vo to give the boys that absolutely essential thoroughness in grammar which ought to have been
imparted at the time when they first approached the study.—Form Lower IV o this form two
papers were set. The subjects for translation had apparently been read with interest, and
the general knowledge displayed was satisfactory but there was the same noticeable want of
grammatical accuracy which I have had occasion to mention in dealing with the two higher forms,
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The marks obtained in grammar and composition were therefore low I observe, however, that
this form does not possess any of those promising district scholars who do so much to raise the
intellectual average of their classes.—Form Upper III. The translation of this form was very good,
much more so than could have been hoped for from boys who have spent so little time in the study
of Latin. The grammar was even better still and the teaching here has evidently been of the
clearest and most productive order. I consider the work sent up by Tunks and H. J Carter (after
only two terms of the study) is in the highest degrec creditable both to themselves and to their
master.—Form Lower ITI. The translation and grammar were fairly done throughout, and the
average results are very commendable, especially as this is a form where there is great equality
among the boys, and where the reputation of the form cannot depend upon individuals.—Form IT.
The boys of this form displayed a very adequate knowledge of their work, especially as most of
them are mere beginners. The accidence is well taught. As this is the part of the school in which
the groundwork should be firmly laid, I would suggest that stricter accuracy in the manipulation
of cases, concords, and tenses be required before many boys are moved upwards.—Middle IL.,
Lower II., and I. These forms consist entirely of beginners, and very little is therefore to be said
of them. It may suffice to report that they are as proficient as can be expected, and that they
promise well, Cashel, in Middle II., and the brothers Holdship, in Form I., deserve great credit.

Tt remains to speak of the Latin work of the school as a whole. Considering the standing
and importance of such a school as only next inferior to the University, I do not think the highest
work to be nearly so sound or advanced as should be desired, or as it is found to be in the corre-
sponding English schools. On the other hand, the work of the lower forms is as it should be. The
upper work shows much crudeness and many inaccuracies, which could only arise from a lack of
proper training. I augur that as the lower boys mount to the highest forms, under their present
training, the standard attained by the school will be raised considerably higher.

A paper on Roman history was set to Form V  This was excellently done, and all the boys
showed that their attention had been drawn to the really salient points of history, such as consti-
tutional developments and main issues, rather than to catalogues of battles and exploits. The
Roman and Grecian history of Form Upper IV was extremely well done, and gave me great
pleasure, especially the work of G Cruickshank, Blomfield, Watkin, and Steel. In Forms Lower
IV and Upper IIL. the marks obtained in Roman history were high. The former class showed,
much intelligent appreciation of the matter, especially Cullen and Tooey A certain childishness in
some of the answers was rather the fault of the text-book than of the boys.

Of the English work I have to report as follows To Forms V., Upper IV., and Lower IV
subjects were proposed for an English essay Some boys wrote very fair compositions, and the
spelling and grammar were, for the most part, all that could be desired. There was, however con-
siderable looseness of construction, and both punctuation and choice of words were faulty A little
more practice will doubtless remedy these weaknesses. Regarded as essays, the compositions ought

erhaps to have been more readable, when the average age of the writers is considered. In Form
Upper I1I. T found a very marked improvement in style. The writing was, in several cases, excel-
lent, the spelling was invariably good, and there was much freshness and vigour in the matter of the
compositions. I experienced the greatest satisfaction in the work of this form. G. M. Calvert and
H. J Carter obtained full marks. To this form was also set a paper on English grammar and
analysis. The results were extremely gratifying. The principles of analysis were logically appre-
hended, and terms clearly defined I cannot, indeed, speak too highly of the excellence of these boys.
—Form Lower I11. The English grammar of this Form was very fairly done, distinctions being well
understood, but from this point downwards great pains are required in the matter of orthography
—TForm Upper II. This class did most satisfactory work in English grammar, despite the little time
that has been allotted to the subject.. Great credit must be given to & teacher who produces such good
average results. A fair knowledge was shown of Scott’s Lady of the Lake.—Middle II. and Lower
II. The English work of these Forms was as well down as is usually the case with beginners. I
must express my surprise at finding the ages of these boys to be so great.—Form I. I took this
form in readings from Kenilworth, and the result was gratifying, several boys manifesting great
readiness and intelligence, and reading remarkably well. As a whole the Hnglish work is very
competently done, especially as so little time can be allotteéd to it in the school course. That
it is taught in the best of ways—i.e., with a view to imparting logical grasp rather than mnemonic
formulee—is evident from all the indications by which an examiner is guided.

T venture to predict a great advance in the character of the higher work during the ensuing
year, and many future honours to be gained by the prominent boys.

I have, &c.,
Tros. G Tucker, B.A.,
(Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge, and Professor of Classics
. and English in the University College, Auckland.)
The Board of Governors, Auckland College and Grammar School.

3. Proressor Browx's RmrortT

GENTLEMEN,— University College, Auckland, 20th November, 1883.

I beg herewith to submit to you my report on the examination which took place at the
grammar school in August last. The subjects in which I examined the school were geometry
mechanics and hydrostatics, chemistry, Inglish history and French. In geometry a fair
knowledge of the text-book was exhibited by all the classes, but the simple problems which were
added to some of the papers received scarcely any answers. This deficiency is to be regretted, since
it indicates that the boys have merely committed to memory the propositions of Fuclid, and have
pot been.{sufficiently exercised in thinking for themselves. The knowledge of mechanics and

Al
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hydrostatics shown by the few boys who learn them was very indifferent. These subjects, however,
present considerable difficulties to the beginner, and require the most carveful teaching. The
examinabtion in chemistry was satisfactory, but here again an absence of any power to sgolve a
problem was very general. In Iinglish and French history the examination yielded average results,
in the Lower Third Form, however a considerable number of the boys were almost entirely ignorant
of the subject. The examination in French proved that the majority of the boys possessed a
knowledge of the language such as might fairly be expected from them. They were slightly below
the average in ability to construet I'rench sentences.

The general conclusion which may be drawn from the results of the examination in the above
subjects is, that the school is in a fair state of efficiency but is not remarkable for the encourage-
ment of individual thought. I should wish to draw your attention to the fact that physies, other
than mechanics and hydrostatics, are not included in the curriculum, although their great educa-
tional value is universally admitted. I have, &e.,

The Board of Governors, Auckland Grammar School. FreEp. D Browx

4. Proressorn TrHoMAS'S REPORT.

GENTLEMEN,— Auckland, 24th November, 1888.
I have the honour of submitting to you the following report of that portion of the examina-
tion of the Auckland College and Grammar School which was undertaken by me.

Mathematics,—The arithmetic of the upper forms £, y, and § is, on the whole, poor the problem-
work, in particular, is extremely weak. Most of the boys were quite unable to reason a problem
out correctly Forms A and B returned much better arithmetic papers, but, whilst the average
number of marks gained were satisfactory, the majority of the boys should be further advanced at
their age. TForms C and D were scarcely so good as they should be. It may be remarked that in
some of the forms—in A especially—the successive steps by which the answer to a question was
obtained were not shown, and marks were therefore lost. 'I'he algebra and trigonometry of Form a
were not altogether satisfactory, the problem-work especially being very weak. One boy however,
returned a very creditable paper The algebra of Form § was fair In the remaining forms—
¥, 8, and A—the algebra was not so good, but several fair papers were returned from each form.
On the whole the standard of mathematical knowledge should be rather higher, and the boys
should learn to think more for themselves.

Geography.—In the Upper and Lower Third Forms a fair percentage of marks was obtained,
but more work should be expected from boys of their age. In the Upper Middle, and Lower Second
and First Forms the average was only moderately satisfactory One boy in the Upper Second
sent in a very creditable paper A little more attention should be paid to the geography of New
Zesaland. ;

Physiology.—~The papers on this subject written by the -Upper_Third Form showed that the
boys had learned a text-book rather than the subject of physiology and had failed to grasp some
of the most important fundamental principles. I would recommend that the teaching should be
made as practical as possible, and that actual specimens, diagrams, or models should be used. A
microscope should be available for the examination of a few of the most important tissues. In this
way only can a real and lasting knowledge of the subject be gained.

I have, &c., )
Arg. P 'W TraoMAS.
The Board of Governors, Auckland College and Grammaxr School.

5. StareMeENT of Rromrers and IxpeNDITURE for the Year ended 8lst December 1883.

Receipts. £ g 4. . Expenditure. £ s d.

Balance, 1st January 791 1 7| School salaries 3,354 14 6
Scheol fees 1 938 14 0| Ditto, Ponsonby 195 4 7
Ditto, Ponsonby 187 12 0| School furniture and requisites 184 6 6
Ditto, evening classes 33 11 8 | Books, prizes, and stationery 107 11 1
Rents received 2 122 15 8| Repairs to grammar school 575 17 5
Sales of old houses for removal 183 7 6 | Lighting and warming 30 1 8
School Commissioners 60 17 0 | Water, and cleaning school 54 2 2
Balance, Bank of New Zealand, 81st Dec. 765 19 4 | Examinations 95 1 6
New school-buildings 350 0 0

Office salary and expenses 209 2 7

Advertising and printing 88 4 2

Travelling expenses 2110 0

Electicn expenses 6 2 4

Repairs to property 299 15 0

Property expenses 284 15 6

Rates and insurance 166 7 9

Water and cleaning 66 2 6

Law expenses 21 2 6

Bank interest 24 3 0

Miscellaneous expenses 5 0 0

Balance in hand 44 14 0

£6,023 18 4 £6,023 18 4

JonN Jsmms, Secretary
I hereby certify that I have examined the books and vouchers of the Auckland College and
Grammar School for the year ended 3lst December, 1883, and that I find them to be correct,—
L. A. Dugrirv, Auditor
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AUCKLAND GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL.
1. Board’s REPORT

Office of Fducation Board, Auckland, 28th March, 1884.
Tur Board presents the following report of the school for the twelve months ending 31st December,
1883 :—

The number of pupils has inereased from 193 to 225.

The school year was divided into three terms of equal length, as follows 30th January to
27th April, 21st May to 17th August, 17th September to 14th December

An examination of the school was held at the end of the sccond term, in August. The exami-
nation of the three highest forms was undertaken, at the request of the Board, by Professors Brown,
Tucker, and Thomas, of the Auckland University: The remainder of the school was examined by
the Board’s Inspectors. Copies of the examiners’ reports are appended. The certificates of merit
awarded, as the result of the examination, were presented by the Chairman of the Board, on the
18th December, in the presence of a large number of parents and friends, assembled (for want of a
better building) in the Choral Hall. Copies of the Headmaster’s terminal reports are appended.

The school has been officially visited from time to time by the Board’s Chief Inspector of
Schools, Mr O’Sullivan.

The course of instruction has been carefully revised. Special attention has been given to
calisthenic exercises, and a circular was issued to parents, calling attention to the danger of allowing
girls to dress in a maunner calculated to hinder the proper development of the body

Ten district scholars and one holder of a certificate of proficiency received free tuition during
the year The reports of their conduct, attendance, and progress in study were satisfactory Tour
scholarships, of the value of £15 a year each, were offered for competition to pupils of the school
not exceeding fifteen years of age. The examination for these scholarships was held in December,
and was based on the work of the Fourth Form. Only two candidates entered, and a scholarship
was awarded to each of them. A copy of the conditions of scholarship is appended.

The boarding department is still discontinued, for want of the necessary accommodation. The
school accommodation is inadequate. Rvery available room in the brick building is called into use,
and an addition will shortly have to be made to the detached wooden building for school purposes.

A statement of accounts for the year is appended. The income from fees amounted to
£1,665 15s. 4d. The expenditure on salaries was £2,023 0s. 11d., on rent, £200, and on other
objects, £465 10s. 7d. making a total of £2,688 11s. 6d. The usual grant of £1,000 was received
from the annual vote of Parliament, in lieu of endowment. But for this grant the school could not
be maintained.

The Board is, however, forced to record its opinion that this large and important school ought
not to be dependent upon an annual vote for its maintenance. Other secondary schools are richly
endowed, some to the extent of £2,000 or £3,000 a year  Their endowments are yearly increasing
in value, and they are provided with handsome and capacious buildings fitted up with all necessary
appliances. On the other hand, the Auckland Girls’ High School—having (with a single excep-
tion) the largest attendance of any secondary school within the colony—is both unhoused and
unendowed.

Representations have been made from time to time of the need of a building suited to the
requirements of the school, and the Government have at length promised to recommend the
reservation of the Howe Street Industrial School property of three acres, formerly occupied for
grammar-school purposes, as a site.

In the meantime, until proper accommodation is supplied, the Board has been obliged to take a
new lease of the premises in Upper Queen Street for three years from the Ist January, 1884, at an
increased rental. Ricuarp Hogrss,

The Hon. the Minister of Education. Chairman,

2. Rerort of Girrs’ Hicu Scmoor Examivarion held in August, 1883.

Tar annual examination of the Girls’ High Scheol was held in August, 1883, at the end of the,

second term. The number of pupils examined was as follows Torm VI. 8 Form V., 16; Form
IV.a, 44, Form IV.B, 32, Form 1V.¢, 29, Form III., 29 Form IIL., 26, Form I., 21 total, 200.
The examination of Forms IV.a, V., and VI., the three highest classes containing sixty-three
pupils), was undertaken, at the request of the Board, by the Professors of the Auckland University,
whose reports are appended.

The work of the other forms (containing 137 pupils) was examined by the Inspectors, wha
report as follows :(—
Girls’ High School Ezeminations, 1883.—Forms IV.b, IV.c, ITL , IT, I., consisting of 137 Pupils

English.—~The work of the three lower forms was not very good, many marks were lost in
parsing and through bad spelling. There were many good papers from IV.c and those of IV.B
were satisfactory In the last-mentioned form most of the composition papers were excellent, but
the papers of the forms below it wore spoiled by the bad spelling. The literature of 1V.B was
satisfactory , but that of IV.c showed an 1gnorance of the meanings of the passages which had been
learned by heart. The writing was not so good as might be expected, much of it being crowded and
scratchy  The reading—and this refers to the whole school—was for the most part good, exceptin
the two lowest forms , some of it excellent.

Laws of Health.—The papers on this subject of Forms III., IV.c, and IV.B were excellent,
Those of Form II. were not very good.
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Avrithmetic.—The arithmetic of Forms 1., 111, TV.¢, and IV.B was not good, especially in Form
IV.c; that of Form II. was on the whole satisfactory
Geography.—The geography in all these forms was indifferent:
History.—The papers in history were not satisfactory: o
Latin.—The papers were for the most part excellent, particularly those of IV.3.
~ French.—The French papers were on the whole good. Those of Forms II. and III. were very
gatisfactory , and many good papers were sent in from IV.c.
Sewing.—The sewing in all the forms was anything but satisfactory, There is very great room
for improvement.
Drawing—Mr Trevithick reported favourably of the progress made in drawing
Calisthenics.— Captain Mahon reported that the Indian-club and dumb-bell exercises were gone
through in a satisfactory manner Ile did not report favourably of the marching drill.
The results of this examination appear to show that it may be somewhat advantageous to a
pupil to have gone through a course of good elementary teaching before entering a secondary school.
R. J O’SurLrivan
Wu. FIDLER.
JouN 8. GoopwIix
Nore.—The papers in English, laws of health, French, and Latin, were drawn up by Mr
O’Sullivan. My Tidler drew up those on arithmetic, geography, history and algebra, except the
arithmetic of I. and II.B, which Mr. Goodwin set, Mr Goodwin also examined the reading of the
two lowest forms,

S

8, Proressor TUCKER's REPORT,

GENTLRMEN, == Auckland, 17th September, 1883.

I have at your request examined the more advanced work of the Auckland Girls’ High
8chool in Latin, English, and German, and I have to submit the following report, dealing with the
several subjects and forms seriatim ~— v

A. Latin.—To Form VI., which consists of thrae promising girls, was set one paper, comprising
translation, composition, and grammar. The form had read sufficiently advanced work, viz., Odes
and Ars Postica of Horace, and the translations were all extremely well done. The girls had been
very successful in catching the precise meaning of several delicate expressions. I think, howeves, it
would be better if the renderings were less fres, as I do not consider that the English idiom requires
quite so wide a departure from the Latin, while a close translation affords a better criterioh of
syntactical knowledge, besides being a valuable exercise for the pupil. A short passage not
previously prepared was so accurately rendered as to show that the knowledge possessed is fixed,
and not the effect of * cramming.”” The grammar was eminently satisfactory The class is, as all
classes are, weakest in composition, for, though the girls display a copious vocabulary and a mastery
of the accidence, yet their syntax is faulty ~Their business-like conciseness where direct answers
were required was very pleasing. With less freedom of rendering and more attention to syntax,
thig form should compare favourably with any class of similar standing. To Form V was set a
paper analogous to that of Form VI, It was perhaps somewhat too lengthy for the time allotted to
it in consequence very little composition was sent up. The translations of Virgil and Casar were
very accurate, and generally well expressed. In Sallust most of the girls quite failed to catch the
point of his epigrammatic periods, & result which is not surprising when his great subtlety is con
sidered. On the whole the translation papers were highly commendable. T asked for explanation
of allusions and grammatical difficulties, but the request was apparently not understood. I should
recommend that a method of brief annotation in the margin be adopted, and the girls taught
to comment on any unusual or abnormal expression. There was in nearly all cases a good
vocabulary, and the accidence was excellent. In Form IV.a the venderings of Ovid and Catullus
were extremely pleasing. The subjects had evidently been well taught. The grammar and
accidence were for the most part above the average, though there is a great disparity in this respect
between the highest and lowest girls. The sentences for translation into Latin were barely
attempted, though what little was done showed a fair knowledge of syntax. On the whole I am
agreeably surprised at the proficiency reached by this school in Latin, and can sincerely congratulate
the Board upon it. There is great thoroughness of method discernible in each form.

B. English.—These papers were set to Form VI. In English literature all the girls did well.
The selections from Shakespeare and Milton had been read in the most useful way, and words used
by these authors in an obsolete sense were in all cases concisely explained. I eould only have wished
that more attention had been given to the reason of the existence of two meanings in such cases. A
general paper was set on the history and grammar of the English language. This paper was
intended to cover a wide field, and it was therefore only partly framed after a particular text-book.
Under these conditions the results were good. A very fair knowledge indeed was displayed on the
whole of the paper , but in the matter which had been previously read I should have desired less
superficiality 'The present state and laws of the language were well understood, but the historical
knowledge should be deeper, especially in regard to formatives. The English essays of this form
were good in point both of grammar and of expression. The language was unaffected and quite freg
from stereotyped or objectionable phrases. The arrangement also was methodical.—The members
of Form V sent in very good answers on the matter of « Julius Ceesar 7 They were very ready in
explaining Shakespearian meanings and allusions. But there is wanting here, as in Form VI., what
T consider to be a main object of bestowing minute study upon a special work : I mean an insight
into the ““why” of the apparent peculiarities. Many an answer was wasted by a girl describing
whereabouts in the play an expression was used. This, indeed, shows laudable familiarity with the
subject, but of course is not required in the words explain” and ¢ illustrate.” My meaning will
be made clearer if I mention that not one girl thought it necessary to account for the phrase, I
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had as lief,” butb every one seemed to suppose that the examiner looked upon it ag an uncommon
expression, of which he simply wished to know the meaning. In the general English paper, on the
origin and structure of the language and on its grammar and analysis, the results were excellent.
The derivations of a large number of words were uniformly correct, and the analysis was of the best.
Of the English essays I can only say, without qualification, that grammar, spelling, writing, and
expression were all alike good.—In Form IV.a the average knowledge of English literature has
been reduced by the broken condition of the form, many girls having only entered one term ago.
Accordingly there was great inequality in the work sent in. The girls gave good answers in the
portions which they had read, and many might have dene better if they had had more practice in
examination work. Not a few lost time in copying out the questions before each answer This isa
useless and wasteful habit. In English grammar the work was of the highest order, and the marks
above the average. The analysis of a selected passage was in most cases perfect, and there was a
thorough understanding of grammatical terminology and its underlying principles. The essays were
for the most part good, but there was somewhat too much of the collogquial, and some Irishisms need
care. The English work of the whole of the Upper School is very efficient in all branches. The
width of knowledge in literature is very commendable, and, if something more of the depth above
mentioned were obtained, nothing more could be desired.

C. German.—The paper set to Form V appears to have been above its powers. This paper
was, however, drawn up in accordance with the schedule of work sent in by the Headmaster, and I am
therefore of opinion that this form and the next have been somewhat ambitious in the amount they
have undertaken. The accidence part of the graminar was very accurate and sound, the class being
generally quite clear on inflections but the translation was evidently too difficult, and the com-
position, though easy was poorly done. If the object is to gain a practical knowledge of the language,
I am of opinion that more practice is necessary in composition, and that progress through the
subject must be more slow and thorough. This is still more the case with Form IV.B, where the
class has scattered its powers over too much ground, and where accordingly it cannot be said to
possess any really practical acquaintance with the language.

Submitting the above as a well-considered report upon the subjects in question,

T have, &e.
Tuomas G. Tucker, B.A.,
(Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, and Professor of Classics
and English in the Auckland University College.)
The Board of Education, Auckland District.

4. PrROFESSOR BROWN'S REPORT.
GENTLEMEN,— Auckland, 26th November, 1883,
T beg herewith to lay before you my report on the examination held at the Girls’ High
School in August last. The subjects in which I examined were geometry, statics and hydrostatics,
physics (heat), Tinglish history and French. ’

In geometry the questions set were in most cases fully and carefully answered. In statics and
hydrostatics the examination yielded moderately good results, but in physics (heat) it was not so
satisfactory. Reviewing the whole of the papers in these two subjects, I conclude that the teaching
is chiefly from books, and is but little supplemented by actual experiment. This method can never
be effective, and where it is employed the educational value of physics is to a great extent lost. In
English history the girls in the Fourth Form showed that they possessed a fair knowledge of the
subject , the Fifth Form, however, did not appear to know more than the Fourth, while the Sixth
Form proved to be almost completely ignorant of history It would appear that in this form mechanics
are learned instead of history but 1t is by no means satisfactory to find that the history learned in
previous years has been so entirely forgotten. The knowledge of French exhibited by the school ig
very satisfactory if any fault is to be found, it is that sufficient attention is not paid to the con-
struction of French sentences.

Although the above criticisms indicate that there are many points where improvement is
desirable, the school is in my opinion doing its work extremely well, and I think the Board is to he
congratulated on its efficiency I have, &e.,

The Board of Hducation, Auckland District. FreEp. D. Brown

5. ProrFessor Tromas’s Reporrt.
GENTLEMEN,— Auckland, 30th November, 18883.
I have the honour of returning the following report of the portion of the examination of
the Girls’ High School undertaken by me :—

Mathematics.—Arithmetic : The arithmetic of the Sixth Form is moderately satisfactory, but
not up to the standard of the other mathematical work of this form. The problem-work is weak.
The arithmetic of Form V ison the whole good, one especially satisfactory feature being the entire
absence of any bad papers. The girls manifest a sound knowledge of the ordinary rules of arith-
metic, but they seem unable to go further so that their problem-work is their weakest point. Form
IV.a returned fair arithmetic papers, but here also weakness was shown in the problems.—
Algebra, : The amount of work offered by the Bixth Forin was not large for the highest form in a
school, but this circumstance was quite compensated for by the thorough knowledge of the
portion offered. The algebra of Form V was good, except in the problem-work. The papers sent
in by Form IV.a were on the whole satisfactory and a few of them were excellent.—Trigonometry :
The Sixth Form showed a fair knowledge of this subject, and one paper was especially good. The
trigonometry papers of the Fifth Form were satisfactory On the whole, the forms examined show
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a good knowledge of the rules ¢f their mathematical subjects, but are deficient in independence of
thought, and as a rule are unable to extend their knowledge to new problems. I would recommend

“more pmctice in the solution of problems of, at first, an exceedingly simple character

Laws of Health.—The answers to the questionf‘ on this subject were, for the greater part,
moderately satisfactory, but weakness was shown in those parts of the subject where ‘a sound
knowledge of the élements of physiology is necessary A little more attention should be.paid to
physiology, and the teaching of this should be ag practical as possible.

Geography.—The papers on this subject written by the Sixth Form were scarcely so good as
might have been expected. The same questions were better answered by the Fifth Form. Form
IV A showed, on the whole, a very fair knowledge of their work. More attention might, with
advantage, be paid to physical geography and to the geography of New Zealand.

I have, &e.,

The Board of Education, Auckland Digtriet. ALG P W TroMas.

6. SrareMENT of Rucmrrrs and ExpenpITURE for the Year ending 31st December, 1883.
Receipts, £ s d ) Euxpenditure, £ g d..
Balance in bank on 1st January, 1883 903 19 10 | Salaries .. 2,023 011
Tees £1,668 11 4 Rent .. 200 0 O
Less refund. 216 0 Fxaminations . 50 4 7
— 1,665 15 4| Furniture and repairg 132°16 1.
Government gmnt 1,060 0 O | Btationery 89 18 7
School Commissioners 60 17 0'| Advertising and | printing 33 5 3
Interest on deposits, 18 15 0| Sundries, including cleaning, fuel, gas, &c. 59 11 1
. Balance in bank on 81st December, 1863 960 15 8
£3,649 7T 2 £3,649 2

Ricaarp Hosss, Chairman.

Vivcent E. Rice, Secretary
I hereby certify that I have examined the accounts and vouchers of the Auckland Girls’ High
School for the yeéar ended 81st December, 1883, and that I find them to be. correct, and the
expenditure to have been made for the purposes of the school.—L. A. Durriny, Auditor 28th -
February, 1884.

THAMES BOYS® AND GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL.
SrareveENT of Ruceiprs and ExpenpituRe for the Year ending 81st Décember, 1883.

Receipts. £ s d Eependiture., £ s d.
Balance from last year .. 450 16 2| Rents 300
School Commissioners . 60 17V 2| Insurance } 412 6
Rents 248 14 4 | Printing and advertising %7 6 0
Government gmnh 250 0 O} Office expenses .. 81T O
Gold-fields revenue 745 17 O | Rates [ 1615 2
School fees 311 4 0| Solaries 921 16 - 8
School repairs .. 32 9 0
School requisites . 4114 O
Travelling expenses .. 1412 0
Liegal expenses . 917 2
Fires and cleaning 28 13 9
“Interest 1 0 6
Roadworks 50 0 0
School examinations 2 5 0

Cash in hand-—
Fixed deposits in Bank of New Zeala,ncl 600 0 0
At current account 285 9 11
£2,067 8 8 £2,067 8 8

W Fraser, Chairman.
R. A. Heawp, Secretary.
I hereby certify that I have examined the books and vouchers of the Thames Boys’ and Girls’
High: School for the year ended 81st December, 1883, and that I find them to be correct,—Li, A.
Durrizvu, Anditor 6th March, 1884.

WHANGAREI HIGH SCHOOL.
SraremeNT of REcEPTs and ExvexpiTure for the Year ending Slst December, 1883,

EReceipts. £ s d. Ixpenditure. £ g d.

Cash balance in bank, 1st January 1883 125 11 4 | Book-sales account 1314 6
School Commissioners 182 11 2| Salaries 158 6 8
Rents received 5 0 0| IMurniture and requisites 6 1 4
School fees 53 8 0| School-rent sccount . 56 8 &
Book sales .. 8 10 9| Office expenses . 2 1§ 1
Liand-purchase account 57 16 6 Advelmsmg and printing 3 7.6
Parliamentary vote - 69 6 0| Balance in Bank of New Zealand 21 6 3
£501 18 9 £501 18 9

i = ———————" =

‘Whangarei, 5th March, 1884. ‘Ww. BeEpriNGTON, Secretary.

I hereby certify that I have examined the books and vouchers of the Whangarei High School
for the year ended 31st December, 1883, and that I find them to be correct, and the expendlture ;
made for the purposes of the school —1.. A, Dugrrizvu, Auditor - 12th March, 1884, )

2 B.—9.
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TARANAKI HIGH SCHOOL.
StaTEMENT of Rrcmrprs and ExpenDITURE for the Year ending 31st December, 1883.

Receipts. £ s d ) Eaxpenditure, £ s d

Balance, 1st January, 1883 27 17 6 | Masters’ salaries . . 53010 O
Rent of endowment 945 0 O { Allowance to members of Board 110 0
Rent of secondary reserves 195 8 10 | Care of school .. . 19 6 0
School fees 206 0 0| School-building’ 55 17 3
Advance from Education Fund 150 0 O { Fencing and improving site . 43 5 6
Laying waterpipes : 13 0 0

Donation for prizes . ‘e 10 0 0O

Commission on collection of rents 12 5 0

Advertising o . 418 9

Stationery . . 215 9

Cab hire e 160

Firewood, &c.. . . 218 ©

Balance . .. 126 9 1

£824 1 ¢ €824 1 4

SraTeMENT of Assprs and Liasmrries on 3lst December, 1883.

Assets. £ s 4. Linbilities. £ s 4
Cash . ‘ . . . 126 9 11} Advances . . . v 825 0 O
y 1 2

. ) ‘W ‘NorrrCROFT, Secretary.
Examined and found correct.—C. Rexxern, Auditor.

WANGANUT HIGH SCHOOL.

1. GoverNors’ REPORT.
Sir,— Wanganui, 18t April, 1884,

T have the honour to forward the annual balance-sheet of this Board, and ta state that there
is not any high school in operation in this district. The Board of Governors have placed the cash
received on account of the sale of the Pikopiko Block at 5 per cent. interest, taking as security
frechold lands situate in the colony, and allowing an ample margin for any depreciation in value
which might occur. The Board is now taking steps to lease the rest of the endowment situate on
the banks of the Wangaehu River for a term of twenty-one years, and a committee of the Board
has visited the land for the purpose of determining the terms and conditions.

I have, &ec.,

The Hon. the Minister of Education. W. H. Warr, Chalrman,,

2. SraremENT of Reomiers and Expexpirure for the Year ending 31st December, 1883,
Receipts. £ s d. BExpenditure. £ s d.
Pikopiko endowment, balance of sale.. 8,435 9 8| Cash balance, 1882 - v o 30 6 8
Invested funds.. e - 2,000 0 0] Departmentalexpenses .. e e 2717 0
Interest account . . 280 13 7 | General expenses 16 13 7
Invested funds . . 2,000 0 0
Pixed-deposit account . ve 100 0 O
Pikopiko endowment, mortgage account .. 8,428 12 5§
Do. uninvested - 6 16 10
Balance of cash o o 105 16 4
£5,716 2 10 £5,716 2 10
e [

W H. Warr, Chairman,
A. A. BRowNE, Secretary.

WANGANUI ENDOWED SCHOOL.

1. TrustEEs’ REPORT.

Tur Trustees have the honour to report that considerable changes have taken place in the manage-
ment of the above school. In January, 1882, the Rev B. W Harvey, M.A., Scholar of St. John's
College, Cambridge, was appointed Principal, and additional buildings, providing for twenty-two
boarders, were erected by means of a loan of £2,200. The school, after being closed for a term
owing to building operations, was reopened with nineteen boarders and twenty-seven day pupils;
the staff consisting of Headmaster, Assistant Master, a visiting Drawing and Singing Master, and
Drill Sergeant. ‘

Since the date to which the accounts are made up—viz., the 30th June, 1882—the accommodation
for boarders has been increased to sixty-five, at the comparatively small further cost of £600. The
number of pupils at the present date (March, 1883) is thirty-nine boarders and forty-one day pupils.
Tt has been found necessary, in consequence of the increasing numbers, to-appoint a Second Master
at a salary of £250. The fees charged for tuition are £12 per annum for the Upper School, and £9
per annum for the Lower School. The boarding-fees, which are paid over to the Principal, are for
the present fixed at £42 per annum, inclusive of everything except books.

Having regard to the spirit of the trust, the Trustees have founded six scholarships open to
competition, giving free tuition, and in the case of boys residing at a distance from Wanganui the
successful candidates are received by the Principal as boarders on payment of half-fees, and one
without any payment. The Trustees hope, when the loans have been met out of the increased
value of the estate, to be able to establish other scholarships, feeling convinced that this is the best
course to take in order to throw open the advantages of the school to the sons of parents in needy
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circumstances. They are not forgetful of the claims that the Native population has upon the truss
but in the face of the fact that it has been found impracticable in the past to combine the teaching
of both races, as also that, by the liberality of & private individual, & school for Native girls, which
also educates young boys, has been established in the district, they consider that their first efforts
should be directed to the more feasible portion of the trust. It will also be a question, when once
the institute is in fair working order, as to what provision can be made for the education of girls,
other that already given by the State. Appended will be found a detailed statement of accounts to
the 80th June, 1882. A

28th March, 1888, O. WELLINGTON.

9. Srarement of REceiprs and ExpenpiTure for the Three Years from lst July, 1879,

to 80th June, 1882.

Receipts. £ s d Ezpenditure. £ s d

Rents .. . . .. 1,809 19 7 { Bank overdraft . . .. 1,074 6 6

School fees . KN ve . 551 5 0] Amount due to E. Churton . 20 7 6

Interest, &c. o K 50 2 0 | Salaries . . . . 1,609 18 4

Dividend in Shepherd’s estate .. . 0 7 2| Prizes . ‘e . 40 1 0

Bank overdraft .. . 664 18 10 | Contract . ‘e . 70 0 0

Amount due to E. Churton: . ve 10 17 3 | Painting . .- .. 40 0 0

Repairs . . . . 36 3 9
Rates . . .. 58 3 0
Insurance .. . . 3017 6
Law costs . .. . . 2516 6
Advertising . .o . 55 7 0
Telegrams and postages.. - . 5 911
Stationery . .. . . 48 6 0
Firewood ,e .. ve . 1110 O
Commission . ve . . 125 1 9
Interest on overdraft .. . ve 92 14 4
Plan .. . .. .s .e 2 20
Gas .. . ve B .o 313
Travelling expenses . . . 717 0
Examination papers .. . 111 6
Sundries . . . 38 1 8
Cartage, &¢. <. . . 7 6 2
1882. Loan Account. 1882. Lioan. Account.

Jan, 20. Drafts from Wellington . 2,200 0 0 | Jan. 30, Contract .. . . 2,002 910
Bank overdraft . 245 15 1 Architect .. ve 111 19 3
Balance due E. Churton . 813 10 Inspector . . 41 2 6

Range.. . . . 2516 3
Law costs o . 15 16 10
Advertising . . . 1110 0
HExchange . o . 215 0
Interest, Trust Company . 21 6 8
£5,631 18 9 £5,631 18 9

Examined and found correct, this 28th day of September, 1882.—Davip Luxpox, Collector of
Customs, Wanganui. Epwarp CHURTON.

8. SparemeNT of Recmiprs and Expexorrure for the Year ending 31st December, 1883.

Receipts, £ 8 d Ewpenditure. £ s 4
Rents received . . .e 613 17 3| Salaries .. . .. .. 1,17210 7
School fees received . . . 780 10 O Interest L . . . 216 1 8
Amount received from Loan Company .. 600 0 0| Advertising, printing, &e. : e 30 9 5
Rates .. . .e . . 36 0 6
Firewood . . . .a 6 0 0
Gas .o . . . 37T 9 4
Insurance . .. . . 21 0 0
Building Accoun: . e e 633 1 9
Prizes . . . . 18 2 6
Man cleaning school . . . 1216 8
Trustees’ travelling expenses . . 210 0
Sundries .. e . . 6 1 4
Commission <. . . . 58 410
£1,994 7 8 £2,250 8 2
15th February, 1884. Towarp CHURTON, Attorney to the Trustees.

WELLINGTON COLLEGE.

1. Goverrors' REPORT.
Wellington College, Secretary’s Office, 15th April, 1884.

The Governors of the Wellington College have the honour to report, for the information of
the Hon. the Minister of Education, that the College has during the past year well maintained its
position as to numbers and efficiency During last year 202 pupils were enrolled, and during
the December quarter 179 were in actual attendance. Of these, thirty-four left at the end of the
year, but forty new boys were enrolled at the beginning of 1884, making the number now 185.

Last year twenty-one boys from the College direct passed the Civil Service examination , six
candidates passed the University Junior Scholarship examination, two of whom won_ scholarships,
and six passed the matriculation examination, This year eight mgtriculated by passing the Junior

SmR,—
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Scholarship examination, one of whom obtained a scholarship; and five passed the matriculation
examination. In December the whole school was examined by the Rev W H. West, B.A,,
LL.B., and Mr. Macgregor, M.A., and annexed is their report on the work of the year

The Governors cannot report too highly of the marked ability and skill in. management shown
by Mr Mackay, and of the patient and honest labour, diligent care, and efficient and hearty
co-operation of his stafl in carrying on the work of the school. The appointment of an additional
magster has enabled the Headmaster to give more time to general supervision of the schoal, greatly
to its advantage. The Headmaster reports that the discipline and moral tone of the pupils have
given the highest satisfaction. I have, &e.,

The Hon. the Minister of Education, Wellington. A. pE B. Branpor, Chairman.

2. Rorort of the ExaMiNers.

SR~ Wellington, 14th December 1883.

We have the honour to report that, as soon as we received your instructions to conduct the
usual Christmas examinations of Wellington College, we lost no time in placing ourselves in com-
munication with the Principal, with the view of ascértaining the precise nature and amount of the
work agsigned to us. We are pleased to learn that the insbitution has been making steady progress
since last examination. There is an increase of fifty in the attendance, 201 pupils having been
enrolled during the course of the session and a very marked advance in the amount of work done
in the highest forms. On finding this, we thought it advisable to enter on our duties without delay,
and so we examined the first four forms in arithmetic and the English branches about a month ago,
leaving the higher forms and more advanced subjects to the last. In this way we have been able
to go more carsfully over the papers submitted to;us, for the examination, except in the case of the
two lowest forms, was conducted entirely in writing. During the course of it we visited the College
four or five times, and spent two or three hours there on each of these occasions. We had thus an
opportunity of seeing the boys at work, and were much pleased with the quiet and good order that
everywhere prevailed. We beg now to submit to you the results of the examination we have just
concluded. They aré appended to this report. But, besides these presenting these dry tabulated
results, we think 1t only right and proper to give a little detailed information in regard to the work
of the various forms.

Form VI—Beginning then with the Sixth and highest, we have to state that we were quite
surprised at the amount of work overtaken during the year  They have done more, we have no
hesitation in saying, than is done by first-year students in any of our universities. We were much
afraid that a great deal of it must have been performed in a hasty and perfunctory manner how-
ever, the papers given in by the boys have proved the contrary They show they have a thorough
mastery of the work they profess. The questions for this form, we should here state, were drawn up
exactly on the lines of the New Zealand Junior Scholarship examination, and thevelore may be
regarded as about as crucial a test as the boys could well be subjected to.  We are very glad to
report that they acquitted themselves to our entire satisfaction in’ every subject. In these boys
Mr. Mackay has a team of rare excellence, and he hag evidently spared no pains on their {raining.
Where all have done well, it seems somewhat invidious to particularize; but we cannot help
making special mention of Meek and Bolton for their proficiency in all the subjects-of the
curriculum , of Smith for the excellence of his paper on science, of Galwey for his geometry and
trigonometry , and of Treadwell for Greek.

Form V.—Of the next form we cannot speak in the same favourable terms. The papers for.

this form were modelled on those of the New Zealand University for matriculation, save that our
mathematical papers were somewhat harder than the University’s. The answering, we regret to
say, did not quite come up to our anticipations. In Latin the only really excellent papers were
those of Smith, Kebbell, and Mozpeth, the others rising but little above mediocrity. In arithmetic
and algebra, too, they completely broke down. As some set-off against this, however, they did
exceedingly well in geometry, in French, and in the English subjects. This is the same form, we
believe, on which we had to animadvert rather severely last year ~There has been a marked change
for the better , but there is yet room for improvement, and we trust that, by more determined effors,
they will get a more favourable report when another examination comes round.

Form IV.—Coming to the next form, we again met with results of the most gratifying
character  The boys of the upper division have acquitted themselves remarkably well in all sub-
jects except algebra, in which, for some reason or other, a considerable number of them failed. In
geometry and arithmetic, in Latin, French, and the English subjects, they have obtained splendid
results. The lower division of the form does not appear to so much advantage. In Latin many of
them did not attempt any translation, and only Smith, Hume, and Liyndon presented papers attain-
ing the first degree of merit. In geometry little more than a dozen—Merlet and Coghill heading the
list by a long interval—gained more than half marks. In algebra the results were a little better ,
but in arithmetic, in French, and in English their work was eminently satisfactory

Form III.—-In the Upper Third, as in the Upper Fourth, there is a large number of smart
and intelligent boys, who did their work in a manner worthy of all praise. They obtained very high
percentages in Latin, geometry, and arithmetic, and passed very fairly in algebra. In the English
subjects we were thoroughly satisfied with the clearness and intelligence of their answers. The
lower division of this form has also done well, and shown that they have got a firm hold of the work
they have been doing. In Latin many of them failed to do justice to themselves by overlooking the
sentences given for translation, and giving their time entirely to the grammatical part of the paper
They have been carefully grounded in arithmetic, and answered a really testing paper very satisfaé-
torily = Their marks in FEnglish are also very high.

Forms I and II.—The First and Second Forms were examined wvivd voce, and alzo by
work on their slates, and it was a source of much pleasute to us to see the readiness with which they’
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answered the various questions put to them in the saveral subjects. In these forms, as also in the
Third, the ground covered during the session has not been very extensive, but what has been done
has been done thoroughly and mastered. Iere, we think, the Principal shows his sound judgmens.
Tt is by taking time and pains now, while layinig the foundations, so to speak, of all the knowledgs
they are yet to acquire, that they will be able to advance easily and quickly horeafter.  Inno sphero
is the old advice, festina lente, to be more carefully followed than in that of elementary edusation.

We have thus endeavoured to give you a general and necessarily very brief account of the way
in which the work in the varidus forms in this College has been carried on during the past year, as
indicated by the results of a long and careful examination. And now we would only add, still more
generally, that we consider that the results now laid before you are on the whole very satisfactory.
The session has been a very successful one. Much and good work has been done by masters and
pupils, and, as the result, real progress has to be recorded. 'We have had to tell you, no doubt, of
failures in this subject and failures in the other subject, and so examiners will have to do, if they
will be candid and honest, to the end of time, ~ For the poor we shall always have with us.” But
we have told you more of successes than of failures, and of successes more brilliant thau ths failures
have been disgraceful. And these successes have been won by dint of sheer hard work—unwearied
effort by the Principal and every member of his staff, and untiring diligence on the part of the boys.
In their zeal for the success of the College the masters have made great demands on fhsir
pupils, and the pupils have heartily responded to these demands hence the gratifying natare of the
results it has been our pleasing duty this day to lay before you.  And now in closing we have only
to congratulate you on the growing prosperity of this institution which is placed under your fosber-
ing care, and to express onee more qur firm conviction that it is admirably Tulfilling its functions as
one of the principal secondary schools in the colony sending forth youths thoroughly equippzd, so
far as a liberal education can do so, for entering at once on any prastical carecr they may choose to
adopt, or for proceeding to the University to prosecute their studies thers in the higher walks of
learning, and qualify themselves for one or other of the learned professions.

- We have, &e.

A. Macerecor, MA.
W H. West, B.A, LL.B.
The Chairman, Board of Governors, Wellington College.

3. SraremexT of Recmiprs and Expenprrugs for the Year ending S1st Docember 1883.
General - Account.

Receipts. £ s d T Expenditure. o £ s d.
Tuition fees 2,055 7 0] Masters’ salaries 1,619 3 4
Rents . 1,089 18 10 | Secretary, salary and commission 14118 9
Refunds . 10 12 6 | Janitor 37 17 6
Government grant . 500 0 O | Printing, advertising, and stationery 41 10 ©
Balance 121 9 2 Insurance e 5318 0
Repairs 56 18 0
Sundries .. 52 18 2
Moore Scholarship 40 0 0
Rhodes Scholarship 40 0 0
Rent 12 9 6
Interest 536 6 10
Refunds : - 612 0
Rates .. 2914 0
Additions to College buildings 7718 11
Payments on account of 1882—
Masters’ salaries . 204 8 4
Secretary 814 7
Prizes . . 14 16 6
Advertising and stationery B 79
Insurance 1515 0
Examiners 3110 O
Roads, &c., in reserve 3111 0
Rates 1110 0
Balance brought forward from 1882 639 19 4
£3,727 2 6 £3727 2 6
e —
Balance - £121 9 2
Building Account.
Receipts. £ s 4 Eaxpenditure. £ s 4
Government grant 3,000 0 0| Etection of additional wing, &c. 3,087 13 11
Refund . . 10 0 O )
Amount charged to General Account 77 13 11
£3,087 13 11 . £3,087 13 11
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4, Scmorarsurp Funps.
Twrnbull Fund.

Beoeipts. £ 8 4| Bapenditure.
Balance brought forward— ) Balanca . e 2
Capital sum invested .. - 1,000 0 0
Interest (in Post-Office Savings-Bank) .. 319 5 10
Interest on morteages . . oy 50 0 0
o~ Bavings-Bank v . 1318 6
£1,883 4 4
—
Balance- .
Invested in tortgages ., £1,000 6 0
Deposited in Savings-Bank 383 ¢ 4
; £1,383 ¢ ¢
Moore Scholarship Fund.
£ s 4.

Balance brought forward. »

Balance invested in mortgages: ..,

Balance brought forward

Balance . .

B, SrareMeENT of AsspTs end Liammimies on 31lst December, 1883.

Assets.
Yees dus e
Rents due

College Buildings (cost £12,000), z;x;d Colleée

Regerves, not less than
Invested in mortgages ..
At Post-Office Bavings-Bank
Invested in mortgages .

Invested in mortgages ..
Deposited at interest ..

Wel‘lington, 98rd February, 1884.

v

“e

o

¢ 500 0 0] Balance invested in mortgages
oe 8500 0 O
Rhodes Scholarship Fund,

£ s d
600 0 O Balance invested in mortgages.
o deposited ve
8500 0 O
)
v 8500 0 O

General Account,.

£ s 4. Liabilities.,
. 820 19 0| Bank overdraft . .
e 817 10 0| Salaries, &c. . .
Loan contracted for building purposes
.. £5,000 0 ©
Turnbull Scholarship Fumd.
£ s d.
.~ 1,000 0 O | Prize, 1883 o .
v 383 4 ¢
£1,883 4 4

Moore Scholarship Fund.

£ s d. Nil,.
L4 m 0 O
Rhodes Scholarship Fund.
£ s d.
v 200 0 O
o 300 0 0 Nily
£500 0 0O

e

Fxamined and found correct.—R, MacALIsTER, Provincial District Auditor.

S1R,—

attendance of eighty-two.

has actually been found necessary already to refuse admission to applicants.
obviously dangerous to the popularity and success of the school.

WELLINGTON GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL.

1. Gover~ors’ REPORT.

& s d
v 1,883 ¢4 4

B e s aae ]

£1,883 4 4

T ————

Cuarres P Powrps, Secretary.

Secretary’s Office, 15th April, 1884,

In continnation of the letter of the 14th July, 1883, which appeared in the Appendix to
the Journals of the House of Representatives, Session 1883, the Governors of Wellington College
have the honour to report, for the information of the Hon. the Minister of Education, that the
Wellington Girls’ High School continues to be well supported, the number of pupils steadily
increasing each quarter in spite of the very great disadvantage under which the school labours.
The number on the books at the close of the last quarter of 1883 was ninety-three, with an average
There are now 105 pupils attending, and, as the Governors are com-
pelled to carry on the work of the school in the small temporary premises leased at the outset, it
will be impossible to receive any more pupils unless further accommodation is provided. Indeed, it
Such. & necessity ig

There can be no doubt that,

if the buildings were more suitable as regards position, size, and construction, the numbers would
increase to such an extent as to make the institution self-supporting. The Governors hope,
therefore, that Government will see their way to provide funds for the erection of a suitable building,

a8 has been done in other places,
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As has glready been pointed out by the Board, the endowment of land in the Mangaone Block,
from the impossibility of rendering it available for letting, proves at present to be a source of
expense rather than of income, demands being made for fencing and rates. 7 C

Both in point of numbers and in the character of the work done the school has passed its
opening year very successfully This first year was necessarily one of preparation and ¢hange, the
time being largely spentlin getting the institution into full working order, but the report of the
Rev. W. H. West, B.A,, LI.B., and Mr A. Macgregor, M.A., who examined it at Christmas, shows
that.good work is being done, though both teachers and pupils are much hampered by the incon-
venience of the building and the want of room. A copy of the report is attached. ‘

Thére is no boarding establishment in connection with the school. It is, however, highly
desirable that one should be established, as it is & fact that owing to ite absence girls from places
even in the neighbourhood of Wellington are compelled to be sent elsewhere. The Board,
however, from the want of funds, end the uncertainty respecting a building and site, are unable to
entet into any  negotiations in the matter. The subjects taught include those usual in the
secondary schools of the colony, among which it is hoped the Wellington Girls’ High School will
take a prominent place. Tt is intended to send some of the pupils up for the University entrance
examinations, though thig object is kept in subordination to the more general one of imparting a
useful education in Bnglish. It becomes daily more apparent how great & necessity existed for a
girls’ high echool in Wellington. ~ o

In conclusion, the Governors desire to testify their gratification and high sensé of the manner
in which Miss Hamilton, the Lady Principal, has conducted the school in every respect, and the
able assistance and hearty co-operation she hag received from the members of the staif as reported
by her. 1 have, &e.,

L ) A. pr B. Branpow, -

The Ton. the Minister 6f Education. Chairman,

2. Berort of the ExamiNers. .

Sir,— Wellington, 14th December, 1888,

We have the honour to report that we examined the Wellington Girls’ High School last
week. The examination extended vver several days, and embraced all the subjects in the curri-
culum: Jn conformity with the desire of the Lady Principal it was conducted in the main by
written papers throughout the whole school. The two lowest forms were also examined orally. The
school, we may state, is divided into four forms, and the course of study embraces, in addition to
the usual English subjects, Latin and French, geometry, and algebra. In drawing up papers for the
various forms, several circumstances led us to be somewhat more lenient than we otherwise might
have been. First of all, we had to take into consideration the fact that this was the first year of the
school's existence, and that the pupils, by consequence, consisted of girls coming from a large num-
ber of different schools, and trained after different methods. Then we had to take account of the
difficulties with which Miss Hamilton has had to contend owing to the inadequate accommodation
at her disposal. Inone respect the school may be said to have been too great a success. Pupils kept
coming in in numbers far beyond the expectations of its most enthusiastic promoters. Few antici-
pated that the attendance, at any rate during the first year of its operations, would exceed sixty
pupils: instead of this it has mounted up to close upon one hundred. Hence, the present building
has proved too small, and nothing operates more against suceessful work in & school than insufficient
accommodation. And, lastly, we made & slight allowance for the not unnatural nervousness of girls
in facing their first examination by outside inspectors. ~All these considerations weighed with us in
pitching our papers, and we did not think that on the present occasion we ought to apply & much
higher test than that applied to the Upper Fourth Form at Wellington College. We have now
much pleasure in laying the results of the examination before you. We would like, however, to
offer ‘'a few words of comment on the work of the various forms.

Form IV.—The work done by the Fourth in grammar, history, geography, and Hnglish
literature was, in the majority of cases, fairly good. A few fell short of our requirements, but
two of the members of this form-—R. Rolleston and E. Krull—distinguished themselves
in & marked manner. The papers sent in by each of these girls in the English subjects are
admirable for the fulness and accuracy of the answering. In arithmetic too the class, as a whole,
has done very well, while the same two girls are deserving of special mention, '

Form III—Of the Third Form we have to repeat what we have just said respecting the
Fourth. A good percentage of marks was obtained by a majority of the girls in the several subjects
of the course—-viz., grammar, history, geography, arithmetic, and English literature. A few showed
signs of weakness in some of the subjects, but on the part of two members of the form—Kathleen
Reader and Amy Meek—the answering was of exceptional excellence. _

Forms I. and II.—In respect to the First and Second Forms we have to report very fair
results in all the subjects—viz., history, geography, arithmetic, and dictation. We are satisfied,
from what we have seen of their work, that the methods of teaching adopted are sound, and that
the pupils are exercised in those aspects of the several subjects that are of permanent value.

We are pleased to report that lectures on health have been delivered to the Third and Fourth
Forms during the year. The answers sent in by each of these forms to the questions put on this
subject showed an intelligent acquaintance with the simpler facts relating to the structure of the
human body and the best means of preserving it in a healthy condition. French has been taught
with much success in all the forms, as is clearly evidenced by the high percentages gained by the
majority of the girls. Latin, again, has been taken up by only twenty-three of the girls. They
form three divisions. The highest has only got as far as the passive voice of the regular verbs.
The ground covered during the year is not very extensive, but the work has been very thoroughly
done, and ag & consequence very high marks have been gained by all the pupils. Fifteen girls have
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boen siudying algebra, and twelve geometry, and in both subjecte have attained a fair degree of
proficieney as far as they hove gone. .
. We have thus briefly adverted to the work done in the various forms during the past year.
And now, in closing, we \\'()uk'l remark that the large and increasing attendance at this school
conclusively proves that the need of such an institution was widely felein the community, and that
the advantages it offers ave fully appreciated.  We can honestly affirny, from what we have scen of
the organization of the school and the work of the pupils, that it is worthy of the support of all who
wish well to the higher education of our girls. It is a matter of regret that there are as yet no
scholarships in connection with this institution, but we trust that the hint thrown out by Ilis
Excelleney the Governor at the closing of the College yesterday will not be lost on the wealthy inen
of this city, and that the stream of their generosity niwy be directed towards this the youngest, but
by no means the least important, of our public institutions.  We have only further to add that we
think, when one considers the many difficulties to be confronted and overcome in starting a new
undertaking like this, Miss Ilamilton may well be congratulated on the results of ber first year's
labours. We have, &ec.,
W. H. West, B.A,, LL.B.
A. MacereGor, M.A.
The Chairnian, Board of Governors, Wellington Girls’ High School.

3. StarEMENT of ReEcEmrTs and Expexprturs for the Year ending 31st December, 1883.

Leceipts. £ s d Fapenditure. £ s d.
Tuition fees - .. .. .. .. 833 5 0| Teachers’ salaries .. .. i8¢ 7T 6
Governinent grant .. .. .. 1,175 0 0] Printing, advertising, and stationery .. 99 19 11
! Sundries .. .. .. .. 10 711
 Fuel, gas, and cleaning .. .. .. 405 2 0
1 Furniture .. .. .. ..oo212 16
i Alterations to buildings .. .. ..o 25919 10
| Rent .. .. .. .. .. 85 0 0
' . Insurance .. .. .. .. 2 6 6
| Legal expenses .. .. .. .. 6 8.8
- | Secrctary, comumission .. .. .. 40 1 0
' Tuition fee refunded .. .. .. 213 0
Balance .. .. .. .. 465 2 2
£2,008 5 0
.
Balwrco .. o .. .. &4 2 2
4. SrarEMENT of AsseTs and Lianvinrries at 31st December, 1883.
Assets. £ s Al Liabilitics. £ s .
Fees qué .. .. .. .. 73 10 0! Salaries .. .. .. .. 193 8 9
Bank bulance .. .. .. oaes 2 2
Furniture .. .. .. .. 20 0 0
Rescrve in Mangaone Block, say .. .. 3,000 0 0 I -
Wellington, 23rd February, 1884. : Cuarnes P. PowLes, Secretary.

Examined and passed.—R. MACALISTER, Provincial District Auditor.

NAPIER HIGII SCHOOL.
1. Goverxors’ REPORT. ‘
Napier, 18th April, 1884.
Man Goveinors of the Napier High School report to the Ion. the Minister of Education that for the
year 1883 the Boys' High School was conducted in much the same manner as in former years. The
report of the Headmaster is enclosed.  During 1883 the Governors were engaged in building
suitable premises for a high school for girls.  The school was opened in Tebruary, 1884, under the
care of an efficient lady principal, with two assistant lady teachers. The Governors of the schools
fcel somewhat perplesed as to the way inwhich an efficient exanination of them is to be conducted,
towards the close of the year, and would feel obliged if the Hon. the Minister of Education would
inform thew, 2t an early date, whether any provision exists on which they might rely for this pur-
pos€. An abstract of accounts for the ycar 1883, as audited by the Provineial Auditor, is enclosed.
Davip Sipey,

The Hon. the Minister of Tiducation. Hon. Sec. to High School.
9, Yratenext of Rucerrs and IExpENDITURE for the Year ending 81st December, 1883.
Licceupts. £ s d.| Eaxpenditure. £ s d.
Balarce received from Nepier School Trust 142 15 6 Legal expenses of old Trust, and cbtaining
Tients from property received frem Trust ’ High School Bill .. .. 00 17 9
school yrenerty andsccondary rescrves, ¢ Salaries of masters in Boys’ Schoal .. 211 5 O
allocated to High Hchool L. . 414 7 4 ! Advertising .. . .. .. 44 4 0
Granié  fiom  Scheol Cemmissicners  for " Gontracts on Boys’ School .. .. 839 9 8
Luitding of Girls’ Iligh School .. 1,600 0 0 Cenlbracts on Girls’ Heliool . .. 1,865 0 0O
Price of oid Girls’ Scheol .. . 603 0 0 Doreugh-and county ratcs .. .. 3915 3
Frerm depesits and other sundries .. 52 18 0 i Insurance of Boys' School .. .. 5 0 0
Lalance . .. .. .. 427 14 8  Survey of endowinent at Wairoa, part pay-
meng .. .. . .. 146 13 4
Sundries . .. .. .. 310 6
£2,645 15 6 £2,645 15 6

Davip Sipry,
Hon. See. to High School.
Irawined and passed.—R. MacaLisTER, Provincial District Auditor.
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NELSON COLLEGE.

1. Governors' REport.
Tz roll of the College for the past year shows a slight decrease in the number of pupils, arising, the.
Governors believe, from the cause referred to in their last report—namely, the competition arising
from the recent establishment of Government high schools throughout the colony

To prove that the character of the teaching by which the College has gained and held its repu-
tation has been fully maintained, the Governors have only to refer to the result of the Civil Service
examinations of October lagt. In the senior list of seventeen passes for the whole colony, the first
five places and the seventh were taken by Nelson College boys proper, and the sixth, ninth, tenth, and
fifteenth by former pupils, so that, of the seventeen successful candidates drawn from the whole of
New Zealand, as many as ten had received the whole or part of their higher education in this
institution. In the junior list of fifty-nine passes, the names of Nelson College boys proper appear
in the second, third, fourth, ninth, tenth, and thirteenth places, as well as in five less prominent

ositions.

P Tt will be seen from the accounts attached to this report that the finances of the College
continue to be in a satisfactory state, although the fund to the credit of the current working account
has been reduced during the year by about £700. This reduction has been caused by the expenditure of
upwards of £600, partly in repairs to the building, but mainly in levelling and improving the play-
grounds, including the formation of & thoroughly good cricket pitch, and further by the payment of
an additional instalment of £500 on account of accumulated statutory fees due to the Governors.
This sum the Governors have directed to be invested, in addition to £1,000 of their fees already
bearing interest at present appropriated to four scholarships for Iinglish literature and modern
languages, in order that the income therefrom may be applied in the manner mentioned in & later
part of this report.

Tn their report for the year 1882, the Governors detailed the steps they had taken towards the
establishment of a college for girls, and expressed their opinion that ““the staff they had succeeded
in engaging would secure the confidence of parents in all parts of the colony, and the consequent
success and usefulness of the institution.” The hopes then entertained have been to the fullest
extent realized. The Girls’ College opened in February with eighty pupils, of whom fifteen were
boarders, and closed in December for the Christmas holidays with 118 pupils, including twenty-six
boarders. The Governors feel that they owe much to the Lady Principal (Miss Edger) and her
assistants, and to the Lady Matron (Miss Bell), for the ability and unremitting exertion to which a
very large measure of the signal success which has attended the opening year of this new institution
must be attributed. It is gratifying to the Governors to notice that already four pupils of the Girls’
College have passed the matriculation examination of the University of New Zealand. The Gover-
nors have appropriated £30 of the income arising from their accurnulated fees to the payment of two
scholarships in the Girls’ College, open to all pupils above the age of seventeen, in addition to six
scholarships of £12 12s. each now granted from the College funds to pupils of the Nelson and Marl-
borongh public schools.

The quarterly roll of pupils entered at each college, a statement showing the tenure, value, and
present holders of the scholarships attached to the Boys’ College, and a full statement of the
accounts of both colleges, are appended to this report.

By order of the Council of Governors. Oswarp Curris, Secretary.

9. SrareMeNT of RecErers and HxpenDprrure for the Year ending 81st December, 1883.

Receipts. £ s d Earpenditure. £ 8 d
Balance at Bank of New Zealand on the Scholarships—
31st December, 1882 1,463 1 9| Toundation e e . 60 0 O
Tnterest on mortgage securities 994 8 6| Endowed .- v . 8 0 0
Rents from endowments 492 15 0 Governors’ fees . .. . 50 0 0
Boarding Account 1,829 2 6 | Exhibitions .- . . 18210 0
Tuition Account .. 1,176 15 0 | Simmons prize . . 6 0 0
Stationery Account N e 45 19 5 | Boarding Account v 1,587 4 0
Miscellaneous receipts 77 2 6 | Tuition Accoung . L7411 2 0
Suspense Account . 501 2 8 Stationery Account . 64 10 7
Repairs Account . . 618 0 11
Suspense Account 504 13 O
Miscellaneous expenses—
Audit charges . 0 9 00
Examiners’ fees . . 80 9 0
Insurance from fire .. .. 79 8 0
City rates . . 45 6 2
Subscriptions to sports, &e. .. . 1713 6
Printing and advertising e 29 15 0
Office rent and expenses e .. 53 3 O
Sundry expenses . 2017 6
Further payment on account of Governors’
fees . 500 0 O
Secretary’s salary 200 0 O
Balance at Bank of New Zealand on the
31st December, 1883 . . 737 14 3
£6,580 6 11 £6,580 6 11

3 E.—9.
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3. EstivaTED Assers and LiaBinities on Slst Deéember, 1883.

Assets. £ a8 d

Mortgoge securitics—
General endowment . e 7,700 17 6
Scholarship endowment 1,000 0 O
Simmons prize 100 0 0
Governors’ fees 1,500 0 0O

Balance of Tioan Account (general endow-
ment) at Bank of New Zealand on fixed

deposit .. 2,500 0 O
Current account . 2,771 12 9
Freehold property, exclusive of buildings 12,025 0 0

College buildings—
Boys’ College . 7,414 1 8
Add repairs, &c., 1883 .. 618 0 11

8,032 2 2

Less depreciation, 5 per
cent.. 401 12 2

Girls’ College
Less depreciation, 5 per
cent, .

7,620 10 ©
5,478 19 10

27319 0
———— 5,905 010
College furniture—

Girls’ College 1,710 7 2
Liess depreciation, & per
cent. . . 8510 0
1,624 17 2
Boys’ College 919 1 1
Interest due upon loans 979 17 10
Rents due from endowments 195 0 0
Board and tuition fecs due—
Boys’ College 484 4 3
Girls’ College . .. 418 0 3
Interest accrued (fixed deposit) 00 0 ¢
£45,154 1 8

Liabilities. £ s 4
Governors of College—

Amount of fees invested 1,500 0 ©
Balance of fees due 81st December, 1882 20 17 6
Feos payable for the year 1883 .. B 100 0 0
Mrs. Edwards, loan at 6 per cent. interest 5,000 0 0O

Balance of purchase-money of part of site of
Girls’ College . . 300 0 O
Outstanding acecounts 200 0 O

Estimated loss in eollection of arrears in-
cluded in assects ' 500 0 0

Debtor balance of ‘working accounts at the
Bank of New Zealand . 1,428 15 10
Balance, excess of assets over liabilities 86,104 8 4
£45,154 1 8

OswarLp Curmrs, Becretary

We hereby certify that we have examined the above accounts, and compared them with the
several vouchers relating thereto, and found them correct.—IL. C. Daxiery, J T. Carnmy,

Auditors.

4, StareMENT of REcmrpTs and EXI{ENDITURE on account of Corrrge for Gimrs, for the Year
ending 31st December, 1883,

) Receipts, £ s d ]
Mrs. BEdwards 5000 0 0
Tuition Account . 1,376 17 3
Boarding Account 1,058 3 0
Government subsidy 500 0 0
School Commissioners’ subsidy 950 0 O
Balance—

Overdraft at Bank of Now Zealand 2,111 19 6 |

Cheques not presented 5410 7

£11,051 10 4

e e

Expenditure. £ s 4

| Balanco on 31st December, 1882 2 3144 4 5
Overdraft ab Bank of New Zealand y o

Building Account 3,409 15 5

Miscellancous Account .. . 772 8 1

| Tuition Aceount . 1,256 19 38

| Boarding Account B 697 19 9

i Furniture Account 1,710 7 2

Stationery Account . 5916 3

£11,051 10 4

Oswarp Curmss, Secretary

We certify that we have examined the above accounts and found them to be correct—I. C.

Dawrerr, J T Carney, Auditors.

CHRISTCHURCH BOYS HIGH SCHOOL.
{Account furnished by the Registrar of Canterbury College.]
1. SraremMENT of REcEIPTS and Expuxpirure for the Year ending 8lst December, 1883.

Receipts. £ e d

Balance. . 275 7 1
School fees 1,670 11 0
Rent of reserves . 2,182 6 &
Interest . - . 15 19 10
: £4,004 4 4

fwesnrrm——————

Balance on 1st January, 1884 £116 19 6

Expenditure. £ s d.

Salaries .. 2,723 9 10
Insurance 21. 0 0
Rates .. . 10212 9
Rent of land 710 0
Interest on debt 257 18 0
Examiners’ fees (1882 and 1883) 07 2 0
Solicitor’s fees . 9 010
Inecidentals 578 16 5
Contribution to Registrar’s office expenses 80 0 0
School of Art (drawing) . 9 0 0
Balance . 116 19 6
£4,094 4 4

e

The above statement has been extracted from the audited accounts of Canterbury College.

Ay
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5 9. RerorT of the ExaMINeR in ENGLIsH.
IR,—

1 have the honour to submit my report for 1883 on the English of the Boys’ High School.
1 find there is a very considerable improvement in the school. Not only has more work been done
than last year, but a higher percentage of marks has been gained. Last year it was 39% per cent.,
if the marks gained in reading and spelling by the two higher classes be excluded , this year I did
1ot examine these classes in these two subjects, and the general percentage over the school in
English is 433—i.c., 4 per cent. higher than last year ~Yet four of the best boys in the school did
not sib at the examination. I set a more difficult paper in composition, and I have no doubt that
the change of teachers in the Lower School has kept the percentage down, for that is a circumstance
in the life of a school that always seriously affects the quality of its work. The classes that show
most advance are the Upper and Lower Third the former obtained 84} per cent. last year, whilst
it has 44 this year , the latter obtained 32 last year, whilst it has 46 this. Part of this advance is,
doubtless, owing to the hour and & half per week which has been added to the time devoted by these
classes to this subject this year. But it cannot be wholly due to this, as the First and Second,
which have also had an hour and a half more time, have a percéntage somewhat lower than the
corresponding classes of last year The class that obtains the lowest percentage in the school isg,
as last year, the Fourth, but there is a considerable advance in it last year this class obtained only
30 per cent., this year it obtains 36, and this advance has been made without any addition to the
time spent on the subject. The lower percentage obtained by the Fifth or highest class does not
imply any degeneration in the work, for the increase in the amount of work is much greater in this
than in any other class the class has grown to twice its former size, and four of the best boys did
not sit at the papers, being engaged at the time in the matriculation examination. The greatest
advance all over the school has been made in Iinglish litcrature, the Upper Third and Lower Third
having done this extremely well, obtaining 554 and 57 per cent. respectively, as against 81 and 24
last year. The Fourth has also made considerable advance—no less than 15 per cent. in this
branch.

In grammar the school, as a whole, gains a lower percentage the Second and the Lower
Third have advanced, whilst the First, the Upper Third, and the Fourth have not done their work
go well.

In composition there is a slight advance, the percentage of last year being 31, and that of
this year 324, progress being made by the Tirst, the Fourth, and most of ‘all by the Second, whilst
the Lower Third and the Fifth have about the same percentage as before, and the Upper Third has
 much lower But of all the branches of English it is this last that would need most attention 30
per cent., which is the average marking of the four higher classes, in this is a low percentage. Some
of the boys, especially in the Fifth, write neat little essays, but I found a monotony in the ideas
and expression which showed that the intelligence of the boys was not so well developed as might
have been expected from their age. 'Three boys in the Fifth gained above 50 per cent. for their essays,
having got somewhat clear of this monotony ~ Since the examination I have read an essay by the best
of these boys, written for a prize offered by the Headmaster. This has been done at home, is
lengthy, and has, therefore, given fuller scope for the writer’s intelligence, and I find it so thought-
ful, well-composed, and promising, that I fancy the boys of the Fifth would have done much more
justice to themselves in their essays had they been allowed longer than the hour allotted to com-
position in the time-table of school examinations. The least hopelul sign in the composition of the
school is its marked failure in the exercise I set on work they had not done ; the Fourth and Fifth
were unable to correct & faulty sentence, and the Third was unable to amalgamate a few short
sentences into one.

Of the two parts of the school the lower part has been, as last year, the most successful in the
English examination, and this is all the more remarkable as the discipline of the three lowest
classes is not to be compared with that of the three upper. Both last year and this I noticed in my
oral examination of the school that it cost the masters of the lower classes a considerable strain to
keep order Nor can the blame be laid on the masters themselves, as they have been changed
gince last year The fault, perhaps, is to be found in the cessation of the check of corporal punish-
ment. When boys pass from the primary schools into this secondary school, this check is removed;
and it is a question whether the one substituted is sufficient for such young boys as have but
tecently left so different a discipline. When they have been long enough in the school to appreciate
the force of less physical punishments,~—when, in fact, they have passed into the npper part of the
school,—it is evident that the discipline in vogue keeps them in excellent order. If only the best-
behaved boys from the primary schools were to enter the High School, the punishments would,
without a doubt, be quite efficient. But, with the exuberance of spirits in the more irrepressible
boys, it is a question whether a more prompt method of punishment is not required for the main-
tenance of perfect oxder But it is all the more satisfactory to find that, even with this fault in the
Lower School, good results have been obtained, and that all over the school there has been such an
advance in the work as a whole.

T attach comparative tables of the work done in each branch of English during 1882 and 1883,
and shall close my report with a table showing, in brief, the percentages obtained by the whole
school in each branch at the examinations of these two years. J M. Brown.

The Chairman, Board of Governors.

3. Reront of the Examiner in Lariy, GrEEE, and HisTory
(GENTLEMEN,— Canterbury College, 18th November, 1883.
I was appointed by you to examine the Boys’ High School in Latin, Roman history,
Greek, and English history I have the honour to reporf to you the result of my examination,
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Latin.—Lower First, Division II. There scems to be a distinet line of demarcation in this
form, about half of them doing their work very well, the remainder, considering their age and
opportunities, did fairly If the staff of masters were larger it would be possible to make two
forms out of thig class with advantage.—Lower First, Division I. The work done was satisfactory,
in the case of a few boys, very good.—Upper First The work here was also quite satisfactory.—
Second Form The work was very good.—Third Form I cannot report so well of the work of
this form. It is, however, a large form just emerging from what may be called the ¢ Delectus”
period, and attempting Latin authors without having the way smoothed for it by any of the
ingenious and sympathizing devices whereby it is sought to make learning easy Every teacher
knows that such a transition period is inevitable, and necessary, and ¢ profitable for edifying,” but
it is a trying period to all concerned, for the edifice” progresses so slowly that it is often
difficult for both boys and masters to believe it is making any progress at all—TFourth Form
The translation was satisfactory, perhaps a little stiff in style, but there was a remarkable absence
of nonsense, such as far more ambitious pupils are only too apt to write down, in the hope that an
examiner may discover some meaning in it. The Latin composition paper was rather hard, but
was donge very fairly, and free from bad grammatical errors.—Fifth Form Several of the boys
were absent, being in for a matriculation examination. The translation and composition wers both
good, accurate, and intelligent. Though not so striking as it was last year, yet the work is even
more promising, for the standard is higher, and the boys are younger, and promise to make better
scholars for their age. The paper in Latin accidence was well done throughout the school.

Roman and General Hustdry.—This part of the work was very well done. The boys had
evidently been well taught throughout. 1 do not mean to say that there were mo examples of
error, both amusing and astounding, but I have always believed that it is fairer to attribute such
mistakes to what one may call original sin on the part of the boy. TFor example, when a boy says
that ¢ the ancient Britons were red, but they painted themselves blue,” one can scarcely find
fault with & teacher because it has not, perhaps, occurred to him to inform his class that an
unpainted ancient Briton was more or less white. The questions were answered correctly and
fully, and, what is more important still, they were not answered in the words of the book. The
boys used words and expressions of their own, sometimes, it-ig true, more collogquial than classical,
yet such as showed that they not only knew their facts, but realized also the relation of the facts
to each other and could trust themselves to tell the story in their own words.

Greek.—In this subject, as in Latin, some of the best boys were absent, and for the same
reason. 1 was, therefore, unable to examine the highest form, viz., the Fifth, but the record of
work sent in is well up to the mark of the fifth form of an English public school.—Form
Four The work was very accurately done, and very promising in the translation. The
Greek prose composition was a little hard, but was very fairly done. Some of the reading had
been done privately without the supervision of the form-master. This is a frequent practice in the
higher forms of English schools, and tends, I think, to promote self-reliance and stimulate thought.
In the lower forms the work in Greek was very satisfactory I was especially struck with the
familiarity that the boys showed with the grammar of the language.

With regard to the work as a whole, I would point out that the standard, especially in Latin
and Greek, has risen considerably TLast year the highest work was up to Fourth Form standard
this year it is no misnomer to call the highest form a Fifth Form. This is the most remarkable in
the case of Greek, because, as I remarked last year, this subject labours under considerable
disadvantages. I must notice, too, that the English used in translating was singularly clear and
grammatical, and free from that sort of nonsense which at once shows that a boy is working in the
dark. For the benefit of those who attach importance to the comparison of one year’s marks with
those of another, I magy say that the marks gained this year were higher than last. Not that I
mean to say that it necessarily conveys afiy idea of the true state of a form to say, for example,
the Fifth Form is 4% per cent. better or worse than it was last year For this to have any
meaning one must assume that the work done by the form, and the papers set by the examiner, were
exactly equal in difficulty both this year and last year. And, even if such an assumption were
possible, this comparison of average percentages may be very unfair to a teacher One or two
beginners or stupid boys, added to the form in the term just preceding the examination, may bring
down the awerage 10 per cent. My experience in teaching and examining for the last thirteen years
leads me to think that such comparisons of averages only mislead, by an appearance of accuracy, the
governors of schools. It is enough to cergify that the work attempted this year is higher than that
of last year, and that it has been done sufficiently well to justify the attempt. Hven were the
marks lower than last year, yet everybody knows that higher work well attempted is an advance
upon lower work perfectly mastered. I have, &c.,

_ F W Hastaw,
The Governors, Boys’ High School, Christchurch. Professor of Classics.

4. Reporr of the Examiner in FrENcH.

Juniors.—Very good throughout, especially J Watt, R. Shanks, and Priest.

Form I.—Very good throughout, especially J W Nutt and Hyndman.

Upper First—Particularly good, especially Greenwood, F' Gibson, Nathan, and Maclaren.

Form II.—Hardly satisfactory

Form III—Very good indeed, especially A. Bailey, T. A. B. Bailey, A. W Newton, and
Butwerfield.

Form IV.—Translations from Frenchinto English good, grammar and translation from English
into French not very satisfactory

Canterbury College, 17th December, 1883. CHas. TurRELL, M.A., Examiner,

us——

>
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It has been brought under my notice that three boys belohging to Form IV of the Boys’ High
School were not present at the French examination, as they were then undergoing examinations for
the University It is to be presumed that these were the best, and that their work would have
made the report of the form, which consists of eight boys only considerably better

18th December, 1883. Cuas. TURRELL.

5. Rurorr of the Exammer in Sciencn

Sir,— Christchurch, 17th December 1883.

I have the honour to report on the science work of the Boys’ High School. The following
are the subjects examined in  First and second physics, chemistry physiology botany physical geo-
graphy DBoth the first and second physics show evidence of good teaching, and all the work of a
somewhat long syllabus appears to have been carefully gone through, as all the questions have been
answered accurately many times throughout the class but taken as a whole the marks are not high.
I should imagine that this is due to the fact of the work not having been sufficiently reviewed. The
part of the subject that appears weakest on the whole is that relating to the elementary ideas of
force, the laws of motion, of inertia, &e. The questions oun the general elementary principles of
heat, light, and sound are, as a rule, well answered and throughout the papers there are many
pleasant evidences of the pupils having been taught to use their brains and think for themselves.

The chemistry papers are hardly so satisfactory as the physics. In speaking of this to the
teacher, he told me that the difficulty they laboured under in this matter was the want of a labora-
tory It would be very desirable if a small shed could be fitted up as a laboratory, as this would
not only be very useful for a few of the more advanced boys to work in, but it would render it easy
to prepare a few class-lecture experiments both in chemistry and physics. Oune or two experiments
to each chemical and physical lecture give both interest and reality to the subject. But in every
school experiment success is of prime importance, for the discipline of the class, and a laboratory
to keep and get ready apparatus 1s a great help in this respect.

A few of the boys have answered the questions set in physiology in a remarkably able manner,
and throughout the class the work is well done. A few of the boys show, however, that they
remember the diagrams more through the eye than the mind. But generally the work is very
creditable to the school. A few boys only tock botany, which, as a whole, is fairly well done,
there is rather a tendency of some of the boys to guess the answers. The work in physical
geography covered the whole of Page’s text-book, and, considering the amount of the work, was
very well done. A question on the origin of the trade-winds was answered better on the whole
throughout the class than is usual with University students, but questions relating to evaporation
and clouds, &c., were not anything like so well done.

Taken as a whole, the science work of the Boys’ High School is on a very satisfactory footing,
and fair progress has been made during the year I have, &e.,

The. Chairman, Board of Governors, Canterbury College. A. 'W. Bicksrron.

6. ReErort of the ExaMiNer in MarHeMATICS and GEOGRAPHY.

Sir,— Canterbury College, 19th December, 1883.
I have the honour to report that I have examined the Boys’ High School in mathematics
and in geography

In geography, the best results were shown by the First and Fifth Forms, the work in the Third
was satisfactory , that in the Fourth wag hardly so good, the work done by the Second Form was
neither large in amount nor good in quality

In arithmetic, the Lower First did well the work in which it was examined—namely, the first
four rules, simple and compound. The Upper First did, in addition to these, practice and elementary
vulgar fractions the work of this form was well done, two boys obtaining full marks, and several
being very high. The Lower Second did not come out so well, there are six who obtained high
marks, but the remainder fall away very rapidly from these. The form, as a whole, is weak in frac-
tions, and more attention is needed to the way in which the work is put down. In the Upper
Second the arithmetic was excellent, nearly all the boys obtained high marks, and the papers, with
scarce an exception, were remarkably neat and good in every particular In the Third Form the
arithmetic was fairly well done the prevailing fault was want of accuracy, but more attention is
also needed to the manner in which the work is done. The Fourth and Fifth Forms had the same
paper in arithmetic, and though it was decidedly hard it was satisfactorily done. Most of the
papers, too, in these forms, were neat and good in style.

In Huclid, nearly all the Second Form are beginners. In both divisions, however, more atten-
tion is necessary to explain to the boys the logical nature of the argument in the early propositions.
In the Third and Fourth Forms the Eueclid was satisfactory both, however, should attend more
carefully to the definitions, and in the Third the constructions should be given more fully the
Fourth was good in this particular The one boy who did the Fuclid in the Fifth Form (for some
boys were away from both the Fourth and Fifth at the University entrance examination) did his
paper exceedingly well.

In algebra, the papers set were rather hard, and therefore the results do not appear to be quite
50 good as might have been expected. The Upper Second are mere beginners ; the Third and
Fourth Forms did the work fairly, but in both more attention must be given to the use of brackets,
to factors, and to fractions. I think that, perhaps, both of these forms, as well as the Fifth, have
gone on 2 little too fast. In trigonometry, not very much has yet been done in the school.

Speaking generally of the mathematical subjects, I may say that a considerable advance has
been made during the year both in the amount and in the quality of the work done in the school.
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1t only remains that I should add that the order and discipline of the school appear to me to be
very good , and I had good opportunities of judging, as I spent six hours in various rooms at vivd
voce work. I am, &ec.,

The Chairman, Board of Governors. C. H. H. Coox.

7 Rerorr of J H. Porr, Esq., GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR.

SIR,— Education Department, Wellington, 8th December, 1883.

I have the honour to report that, in aceordance with your instructions, I visited and
inspected the Christchurch Boys” High School on the 1st December The school wag in full opera-
tion at the time of my visit, and every opportunity was afforded me of gaining information as to the
management and working of the school. The staff consists of Mr T Miller, M.A., Headmaster,
Mz, G. Hogben, M.A., and five other masters. Besides these, there are visiting masters, who teach
singing, drill, swimming, &e.

The organization of the school is based upon the principle of distinct classification for each
subject. A boy may be in the highest form in mathematies, in a middle form for Xnglish, and in the
lowest form for Latin. Tt is found necessary to adopt this plan because so many of the boys that
come up from district and other schools are found to be well advanced in one or two subjects and
very backward in others. A similar principle is acted upon in the case of the masters, Every
teacher is, of course, stronger in some subjects than in others 1natters are so arranged, therefore,
that the higher classes in each subject are given to the masters that are strongest in that subjecs.

There are now 132 boys attending the school ; these are arranged in classes as follows Lower
I, 27, Upper L, 23, IL, 28, II1., 27, IV, 15, V., 9. These are the numbers in each class
where Latin ig taken as the basis of classification.

The following statement will show what subjects are taught, and how much time is devoted to
each subject Laﬁum 62 hours, mathematics, *5% or 6 hours, English, 4% hours; French, 21
hours, history, 1} hours, geography, 1% hours, geiénce, 5 hours. All boys, except in one or two
special cases, are taught the subjects mentioned.

A good deal of science work has been done the subjects were chemistry, physiology, and
botany. Greek is an extra and ontional subject the few boys that take it are well advanced ; they
are reading Thucydides and Euripides. Drawing is done at the Art School. Singing and drill
receive due attention.

The discipline is on the whole good, but in one room, in which two classes assemble, there is
much disorder * this is to some extent caused by the room being large and resonant. When the
building was being designed perhaps there was a little too much anxiety to produce an elegant

building, and too little care taken to make it thoroughly suitable for school purposes. Anyway, it is.

very desirable that the difficulty referred to should be got over immediately = Perhaps a substantial
partition is the only remedy that would be effectual.

The ¢ school tone” of the boys taught by the Headmaster and the second master is good ,
these boys work with a will, and show satisfactory interest in all the school business.

I saw the second master give legsons in geometry, Latin, and French the teaching seemed to
me to be clear, vigorous, and well fitted to arouse and sustain the boys’ attention. Perhaps, how-
ever, it would be an irnprovement if the boys were made to use their tongues a little more and
their pens a little less frequently than they actually do.

A lesson in Latin composition was given to the senior boys by the IHeadmaster The work
was made a sort of joint-stock affair, the Headmaster became for the time as one of the boys. He
asked for and received such assistance as they were able to give, led them, skilfully, to find out
when and how the advice given by them was unsound, told them nothing until every means of
eliciting what they knew had been tried, and generally made the work interesting, instructive, and
highly educational. It is a general opinion that the strength of secondary-school teachers does
not, as a rule, lie in what is technically called ¢ method.” Perhaps this opinion is correct to a
certain extent, but it would not hold good with regard to the upper part of this school. The form
of the lessons given would sabisfy the wmost exaﬁtma primary-school inspector of course it is
unnecessary for me to say anything about the matter “of lessons given by a distinguished scholar.
In a French lesson given in a lower part of the school, I noticed that a passage in a French book
was read over and over again by individual pupils, the other members of the class being virtually
idle while one boy was rea,dmg If the master had read the lesson to the scholars clause by clause,
then sentence by sentence, and finally paragraph by paragraph, making all the class follow him
simultaneously, very much time would have been saved, all the boys would have been profitably
employed, and each one would have had three times as much practice in reading French as he
actually did have. It would have been easy to test the work afterwards by making two or three
of the boys read alone.

The handwriting of the boys is, on the whole, poor The subject is not taught by a skilled
master I think this is a weak point in the school, every boy who enters, say, Form IV should
already have a well-formed hand.

I gather from what I saw that a good deal of attention is paid to English composition, and
that it is well taught. I am inclined to think, however, that the subjects chosen for essays, &ec.,
are generally of a foo purely literary character I was glad to see, however, that a prize is offered
for the best essay on a scientific subject.

The masters in the Iower part of the school are changed very frequently, no one seems to
remain in the school more than a few months. The reason is, I suppose, that these masters, being
necessarily men of good attainments, find it easy to better their positions and secure much higher

* The uppér classes devote rather less time (half an hour a week) o arithmetic.
+ The junior classeg have one hour extra in which they do dictation, spelling, &e.
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salaries than this institution can afford to give them. Anyway, this state of matters is greatly to
be regretted. T should think that it would be advantageous to reduce the staff somewhat, and to
give the masters of the Lower School more boys and higher salaries. In a primary school a good
master will manage forty or filty advanced pupils very comfortably It would probably be
possible to get three masters, well used to collective teaching, to take charge of a hundred boys,
and to teach them very effectively ~This would leave about thirty boys to be attended to by two
senior masters. If some such arrangement could be made I feel sure that any little imperfections in
the classification that would result would be more than compensated for by the advantage of
permanently retaining the services of good men, thoroughly acquainted with the pupils and with
the working of the school.

The remarks made in my report on the Girls’ High School with regard to the influence of the
annual examinations on the work of the school are applicable to this school algo, to a certain extent.
Boys, however, are less likely than girls to be injured by overwork, for two reasons they are
physically stronger, and they protect themselves in some degree by insisting, in ways of their own,
on having sufficient time allowed them for cricket, football, and other recreations.

: I have, &o.,
The Secretary for Education. Jauus H. Popr.
N

CHRISTCHURCH GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL.
1. SraremENT of RucErrrs and Exeenprtune for the Year ending 81st December, 1888.
[Account furnished by the Registrar of Canterbury College.]

Receipls. £ s d Hrpenditure. £ s d
Balance, 1st January, 1883 68 13 7 ’ Salaries 1,054 12 7
Rent of reserves 232 0 6, Allowance to late Lady Principal 23 0 0
Interest on loans 247 9 8| Insurance . . . 1310 0
Investment }-acre section 54 0 0O Rent of gymnasium . 35 0 0
Sechool fees . 1,013 5 1| Bent of ground . 54 0 O
Grant from School Commissioners 200 0 O/ Bolicitor’s fees 4 4 0
Interest ' . 14 18 10 | Hire of chairs . . 6 5 0
Gas-fithings 410 0
Examiners’ fees 71 8 O
Rates .. . 46 1 11
Incidentals 194 11 4
Contribution to Registrar’s office expenses 60 0 0
Contribution to School of Art .e 1411 8
Balance 148 8 2

s |
£1830 2 8 £1,830 2 8

Balance, 1st January, 1884 . £148 8 2

This statement has been extracted from the audited accounts of Canterbury College.

2. Reporr of the Examiner in Excrisu History and GrogrAPHY.

Sip,—
I have the honour to submit my report for 1883 on the Girls’ High School in English

history and geography

English I have this year divided into composition, grammar, and literature, and intend to give
a separate report on each, as I consider English composition too important to be massed with
grammar, whilst English literature is taught through only & part of the school. In each subject 1
set a three hours’ paper, with an additional paper in two subjects for the Upper Sixth. TFor the
two lowest classes (Class I. and Class I1.) I set the same papers in all the subjects, as they were
taught together, and in the results T have accordingly considered them as a single class. Tast year
they were taught separately, and did different work, and were counted in the results as two classes.
The Sixth or highest class, on the other hand, T have taken as two, inasmuch as the Upper Sixth
has done all the work sot for the Junior Scholarship examination, the Lower Sixth only about
three-fourths of it. In all, seventy-six girls Linve been exainined in the subjects this year, as against
seventy-two last year

In Hnglish, the school taken as a whole has reached the very high percentage of 58 (1 per cent,
beyond the last year's average, if all the marks for reading be omitted from the percentages of the
two highest classes—an omission that reduces the general percentage considerably), and 50 per cent.
I consider a high average of marks for a good secondary school. Some idea of the high standard of
education which this means may be obtained by comparing it with the average of the cight best in
English in the University Junior or entrance Hcholarship examination for this examination the
very best pupils of all the best secondary schools in New Zealand enter, and the highest average
obtained by the eight best in linglish for the last five or six years has been 573 per cent. Bub a
more exact comparison will be found in the work of the Sixth Class, for which I set papers of the
pame scope and difficulty as are usually set for Junior Scholarships. In this clags T examined eight,
and the average of the work of these eight in Euglish composition, grarmmar, and literature was 71
per cent., ¢.c., 183 per cent. beyond the highest average obtained by the best eight that have ever
competed in the University Junior Scholarship examination. Before I made these percentages and
comparisons, I was convineed I had rarely read papers equal to these of the Upper Sixth even
amongst the best of my own students, so accurate and wide was the work and still more so
thoughtful and intelligent was it. And that these results were not obtained by any undue propor-
tion of the time being devoted to English is evident from the fact that four and a half hours is the
time allotted per week to it.
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The greatest advance has been made in English literature and composition—the two branches
that are by far the most important in a secondary-schoo! course. The grammar and philology of
the Sixth Class is not so good as it was last year by 6 per cent. but its English literature is 6 per
cent. better, and its composition 8 per cent. better So good is the composition of these eight girls
that, I am satisfied, had they acquired nothing else during their school course, they would be well
equipped for success in life. DBut excellence in composition is not confined to this class it is
excellent right through the school—a point that places the school almost in a category by itself
amongst the secondary schools of New Zealand, if utility is the first aim in education. No accom-
plishment is such a valuable outfit for a boy or girl in going out into the struggle of life. But, even
if it were not so useful in life, it seems to me to be one of the best tests of intelligence in children,
and one of the best instruments for the development of intelligence. Most other subjects may be
mastered by a facile memory, and that is generally the bane of clever children. But to deal with
whatever new subject is offered to the thoughts, to manipulate it without lapse of good sense, and to
give quick expression to the ideas on it without verbiage, means a thorough training of the intelli-
gence , and that all this is possible even in the youngest child that enters a secondary school, I am
convinced by my examination of the Girls’ High School. But it is a high and difficult task for the
teacher to invent methods for the teaching of composition, and the task is generally avoided,
inasmuch ag the older subjects, like clagsics and mathematics, have traditional methods and formulas
ready for them to apply without any very great stretch of thought. The failure of Tinglish in schools
as a training of the mind is due to the fact that teachers of classics were the first to turn their
attention to the subject, and made it a mere unimportant appendage to their main duties. The
methods of classics, then, were necessarily adopted in it—the method of beginning with an elaborate
grammatical technology in a language that has few or no inflections, and the method of continuing
the study by an elaborate commentary on the text of books which, written as they are in the
language of the scholars, need no special elucidation. These methods are good in their place, but
their place should be a subordinate one, they should be subordinated in an English school course
to composition, as they are subordinated in a classical school course to translation and composition.
Every piece of English a pupil deals with he should be taught to transform and put into his own
words, every English sentence he reads he should be taught to recognize the merits and faults of,
and to reproduce in different words and order  Mere theorefical grammar has gained far too
important a place in the teaching of English, and will retain it as long as teachers prefer to com-
municate information in preference to developing intelligence.

I am all the more pleased, therefore, to find English composition take so high a place in this
school, whilst the grammatical and philological study of the language and the knowledge of the
literature are by no means neglected. In these two latter all the Junior Scholarship work has been
covered by the Upper Sixth, three-fourths of it by the Liower Sixth and the Fifth, and some parts of
next year’s Junior Scholarship work by the Fourth. But they have not confined themselves to
this. All but the first and second classes have studied either a period of English literature or some
of the great authors from the side of their life and works, and the upper classes have done very
thoroughly Morris’s Historical Grammar and part of Barle’s Philology

To history and geography, which are to be classed with the last two branches of English as
training the memory and filling the mind with knowledge more than training the intelligence, the
school rightly gives but a small part of its time. No class has spent more than one hour and a half
per week on either subject, and one class has spent as little as three-quarters of an hour per week
on history and an hour on geography And yet the amount of work covered is very considerable.
The Sixth Class, both Upper and Liower, have done in history all the period required for Junior
Scholarships, from the reign of Elizabeth to the reign of Victoria, the Upper Sixth has done in
geography the physical and political geography of the world, and the Lower Sixth about one-fifth of
this. The class that has done the smallest amount of work in history is the Fifth, it has done only
the reign of Elizabeth, but it has done it in a very thorough manner, and has gained the highest
percentage except the Upper Sixth. This class, which is an extremely intelligent one, might have
done in the time allotted to it all the period set for matriculation.

As T have not examined this school before in either history or geography, I cannot compare its
work this year with that of any former year But I have taken the average of marks obtained by
the eight best in history and geography in the University Junior Scholarship examination of last
year, and find that it is 54% per cent., and the excellence of the school’s work will be seen when I
state that over the whole of it the average is 57 per cent. in the two subjects taken together, 56 per
cent. in history and 58 per cent. in geography, whilst the average of the Sixth or highest class, con-
sisting of eight girls, is 67 per cent.—di.c., 12} per cent. more than the average of the eight best
of the secondary schools in New Zealand last year

The two weak points of the school are the First Class and Third, The percentage of each in
English is on the whole lower than that of the corresponding classes of last year, whilst in history
and geography they have far the lowest percentages in the school. But this is scarcely to be won-
dered at, as almost one-half of each class have been in the school only a few months. The Second,
which is, on the other hand, almost made up of girls who have been in the school a full year, has
gained in all its subjects above 50 per cent., a fact that shows how the lower percentage generally
obtained by the lower part of the school is not due to the teaching, but solely to the shorter time
the pupils have been under its influence. The three highest classes, which consist almost solely of
girls that have been two or more years in the school, are at least 25 per cent. more efficient than the
rest of the school, and by far the most intelligent and best-educated girls are those that have
obtained all their secondary education in the school.

As in former years I have spent the greater part of two days in the school oceupied with oral
examination, and I have to speak as last year in the highest terms of the discipline and tone
all through, the gentlest and most courteous relationships held between teacher and taught the
brusquerie of manuer which I noticed occasionally in the earlier years of the school—a fanlt that
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was bound to appear in a public school until it had been sifted and selected as it has been now-has
completely disappeared, and a quiet thoughtful type of character—which is ever the truest source
of good manners—prevails throughout. There is also manifest the greatest enthusiasm for work,
and the ordinary duty of the teacher is here often reversed, inasmuch as the mistresses have to
check the ardour of the girls instead of stimulating it. But perhaps the most noticeable improve-
ment through all the classes is of a different kind one could easily see, in spite of their tired looks
from their long and difficult examinations, that the physique of the pupils is far more robust than
before. This is doubtless due to the attention now paid to gymnastics and lawn tennis in the school,
and to the judicious reduction in the amount of home work.

I attach to my report comparative tables of the percentages obtained by each class in each
subject for 1882 and for 1883. DBut I shall close it with a short table, comparing the work of these
two sessions with the percentages obtained by the eight best candidates for Junior Scholarships in
lagt year’s University Junior Scholarship examination :

Average Percentage of the
R N A T *Eight Best Candidates for
: Girls’ High School Girls’ High School : L
Subject, : : Junior Scholarships in the
Percentage for 1882, | Percentage for 1883. Examinationheld through-
out New Zealand in 1882,
English composition 56 p.c. 58 p.c.
English grammar .| 54 ,, ;53 p.ec. 54% ,, 158% p.c. 57% p.c.
English literature 49 ,, 63
Reading and spelling of the four
lower classes .. 56, 65
History 56, } 1
Geography 58 57 p.c. 543 p.c.
I have, &e.,
The Chairman, Board of Governors. J M., Brown

3. Rerort of the Examiver in LaTiN and Rowman Histosnt.
GENTLEMEN,— )
T was appointed by you to examine the Girls’ High School in Latin and Roman history I
have the honour to report to you the result of the examination.

Latin.—Clags III.  This is the lowest form that does Latin. I am glad to be able to report
very favourably of the examination in all three divisions of this form. The last two divisions had
evidently had great pains bestowed upon them. Their ages vary from seventeen to twelve, and any-
body with any experience in education knows that such & class requires a great deal of management
to keep it together. The two little girls in Division I. knew their work so well that it was impos-
sible to make any difference between them. In fact, they knew it so well that they could, I think,
have begun higher work. But this, if a fault at all, is a fault on the right side.—Class IV., Division
II. This is a class which is just beginning to emerge from the short sentences of the Principia and
attack more continuous Latin reading. This is a much more difficult step than anybody but those
who have had actual experience of it would believe, and it is perfectly legitimate and often neces-
sary for teachers to concentrate the energies of the class on this difficulty almost to the exclusion of
all others, until a habit has been formed of rendering Latin sentences into fluent and grammaftical
English. This habit, once established, will require much less attention, for it grows of itself. The
said habit seems to have been acquired by this class, but not in time, perhaps, for them to go over
ground that had been lying fallow in the meantime. This would account for their translation and
parsing being good, but their composition very poor, with the exception of one girl who did well, and
two who did fairly. The above remarks will apply to Division I. of the same class also. The com-
position paper was perhaps a little hard, but the blunders made consisted chiefly in violations of the
simplest rules of syntax or ignorance of elementary accidence. But, as I have said, when time is
limited, and the habit of fluent translationinto English is being acquired, some neglect of composi-
tion is almost inevitable, and perfectly justifiable.—Classes V., Lower VI., and Upper VI. In all
these classes the work was good with the exception of the Latin composition. As I reportod
last year, the style in the Upper Sixth Class was good, but the composition was sadly disfigured by
errors in elementary grammar and syntax in each of these three forms. The paper in Latin acci-
dence and grammar, which was set throughout the school, was of a kind that was evidently
unfamiliar to the school as a whole, but it was very creditably done, and this makes it all the more
remarkable that the knowledge of Latin grammar therein displayed did not find its application in
the writing of Latin composition.

Roman History.~—This was well done throughout the clagses in which it was studied. The
questions were very fully and accurately answered, and the girls seemed to have thought for them-
selves on the subject. Their English style was good also, but in their translation from Latin they
did not take quite sufficient pains to catch the spirit of the original. In this point, however, they
have improved on last year In fact, I think the work all round is rather better It will be seen
that the weak point in the higher forms is the Latin composition. This can be easily improved by
insisting upon grammatical accuracy Without this accuracy the mental training which should
result from the study of language is never acquired, and with it literary cultivation gains
enormously. I can most emphatically indorge the words of the University Chancellor on this sub-

4—E 9.
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ject in his address to the University students on Degree Day in 1880. I would also suggest that the
time of the higher classes would be better employed in gaining additional knowledge of some
appreciable portion of two standard authors than in going out of their way to read sixty lines of
Properting, a hundrad and sixteen lines of Catullus, seventy-eight lines of Tibullus. Such desultory
reading is pleasant enough, but it is not study and it is absolutely fatal to the honest mastery of
any one phase of human thought or emotion as expressed in literature. The persistent advice of
the present Professor of Latin at Cambridge, one of the few Englishmen whose erudition rivals that
of German scholars, is this “Read an author in masses until you master him, until you know
what he says and why he says it, what his message is to you and to all mankind, what is his place
in the hiérarchy of literature, and upon whom his mantle has fallen in modern times.” The founda-
tion of this study must be laid in our schools. Examiners may sst a piece of Propertius for the
junior scholarships, it is true, but teachers can make it a point of professional honour not to work
specially for examinations, but to educate in the best sense of the term, and before long they will
find that they have educated examiners as well as examinees.
. I have, &c.,
The Board of Governors, Girls’ High School, Christchurch. F W Hasraum.

4. Rerort of the ExaMINER in FrexcH.

Tanovenout the school the translations from French into English are very good indeed. Whilst
the upper classes (VL. and V) are remarkably well grounded in grammar all the other classes show
g fair knowledge of this subject as far as they have gone. As might be expected, from the great
difficulty of the subject, the translations from English into French are not equal to those from
French into English, Too much care cannot be bestowed on these translations.

Cuarres TurrELL, Examiner

5. RzporT of the ExaMINen in GTERMAN. .

Trr translations from German into English are very good indeed, a large percentage of the marks
being obtained by almost all those ezamined. The exercises, German writing, and knowledge of
grammar are not satisfactory at the sdme time it must be recollected that German is a very
difficult language, and that the girls have not learnt it very long.

14th December; 1883. Cuarnrs TUrrELL, Examiner

6. Rerort of the ExaMINEr in SCIENCE.

Bigy— Christchurch, 17th December, 1883.

, I have the honour to report on the science work of the Girls’ High School. The dutyis a
pleasant one, the work done being of very singular excellence.

~ The classes examined were as follows Classes IIL, IV., V., and VI., in botany and huwman
physiology  Classes ITI. and IV were algo examined in physics. The work in botany and
physiology shows remarkable evenness throughout each of the classes, and speaks well for the
careful supervision of the teacher ~When I received the syllabus of work done I thought it rather
limited, but the thoroughness with which this was done, and the broad way in which each part
has been treated, fully compensate for the apparent narrowness.

Many of the papers on physics were exceedingly well done, but they were not so even through-
out as the botanical papers. This is partly the result of the mode of teaching adopted, that is,
in large lecture classes such lectures require to be supplemented by class teaching. But, on the
other hand, it must be remembered that physics appeal much more directly to the inductive
faculties than the other subjects, and have consequently a tendency to eliminate the more acute
intellects, so that under the very best circumstances this subject will be much more uneven than
the natural sciences. I should advise that the general principles of elementary science should be
tatght next year—such notions as combustion, chemical decomposition, evaporation, pressure :of
air and level of water, force, inertia, momentum, &c.—every-day matters that must be known if the
teaching of physical geography and vegetable and animal physiology, is to be at all satisfactorily done.
Before commencing, the teacher must be thoroughly aware that these notions will be much more
difficult to teach than the names of the parts of a flower, and will have to face the further difficulty
that the progress of the several members of the class will be very different some will understand
at once, others perhaps not at all.  Yet she must feel encouraged that this work, differing as it
does so completely from other school work, is cultivating an important side of their faculties which
the other does not. The only fault I observed throughout was the tendency on the part of a few
of the girls, to substitute mere verbal answers for answers showing a clear appreciation of the
matter A course of elementary science would tend to correct this fault. It is impossible to
answer a well-set physics paper by verbal memory only-—the mental perception must be present,
and this the pupils quickly find out under a good teacher

I cannot conclude thisreport without reterring to one pleasant and very unusual fact that forces
itself upon the examiner itis the very apt power of expression possessed by the pupils. Even
those of the Third Class (the youngest examined in seience) express themselves in the clearest and
freshest manner, cvery scrap of information on the subjoct of the question the pupil possesses
appears to be given, and to it easily into the answer; and yet there are very few waste words. Too
much praise cannot be. given for the excellence of ths composition. Taken altogether and con-
sidering the limited time devoted to the subject, the science papsrs reflect great credit upon the
school. I append a list of marks obtained in each class. I have, &c.,

The Chairman, Board of Governors, Canterbury College. A. W BIoEERTON
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7 Rerort of the ExaMINER in MATHEMATICS.
Sir,— Canterbury College, 18th December 1883.
I have the honour to report that I have examined the Girls’ High School in mathematics.
The whole school was examined 1 ‘arithmetie, the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Classes in algebra, the
Fifth and Sixth in Fueclid, and the Sixth in trigonometry

The First Class, which is small, was examined in the first four rules of arithmietic, both simple
and compound , and in this class, as was perhaps to be expected, some of the girls are:deficient.
In the next class the work was of a rather more advanced character, and was satisfactorily done.

In the Third Class the arithmetic was good, and the style of the papers and the writing were
almost uniformly excellent. The results were not nearly so satisfactory in the Fourth Class. This
class appears to have been taught in three divisions, both in arithmetic and in algebra, and I cannot
bust think that better results would have been attained if only two divisions had been attempted,
On the present occasion, at least one girl in each division obtains very high marks in arithmetic,
whilst others mark decidedly low. In the algebra in this class, I think that an attempt has been
made to cover too much ground beginners in mathematics must no$ be hurried* time and practice
alone can produce good results. The present Fourth Class is so uneven in acquirement that I am
doubtful whether it can be advantageously taught by one teacher

In the Fifth Class the arithmetic was good, the algebra satisfactory, and the Hueclid, though tco
uneven, was fair )

In the Sixth Class the arithmetic was good. In the other mathematical subjects done by this
class-—-viz., Euclid, algebra, and trigonometry—there are practically two divisions. The upper one
did satisfactorily the work required by the University of New Zealand for its Junior Scholarships ;
the lower division have quite a year’s work before them to reach that standard. In Fuclid, in
both Classes V and VI. more attention ought to be give to easy exercizes and riders.

The style of work in both of the upper classes was generally very good.

I have, &c., ,
The Chairman, Board of Governors. C. H. H. Coox.

8. RerorT of J H. PorE, Esq., IngpEcTOR of ScHOOLS.

SIR,— Education Department, Wellington, 7th December, 1883.

I have the honour to report that, in accordance with your instructions, I visited and
inspected the Christchurch Girls’ High School on the 30th ultimo. The annual examinations had
been begun before my visit took place, thus I had no opportunity of seeing the school in its
ordinary working condition, or of observing the methods employed in teaching, it was, however,
quite possible to form a fairly clear idea of the organization and discipline of the sehool, and of the
kind and amount of instruction given in it. The staff consists of Miss H. Connon, M.A., Lady
Principal , Miss Grossman, B.A., Miss Pike, and Miss Cambridge. There are other teachers for
extra subjects. During the current year the Lady Principal has taken charge of the higher
mathematical work, Miss Grossman has attended to the Latin, There are now eighty pupils on
the roll, they attend very regularly, the average being about seventy-six. The subjects taught and
the time devoted to each subject may be learned from the two following tables, which give also a
fair idea of the work of the whole school (—

SUBIECT. CLG;;:%S YI. Crass IV

ime, Time.

Mathematics . 6 hours. 5 hours.
Latin 6 33 ,
English 41 4,
Geography and history 2 3
French 2 ., 2L,
Science (or extra English) r 2,
Singing 1 r
Drawing 2, 2
Preparation 03 o ,
Drill o i,
Se"ving 0 ) 0'%' 13
Writing 0o 0t

25 hours. 25 hours.

A considerable quantity of work (not included in these tables), such as German, the subjects
for the Junior Scholarships examinations, &c., is done out of the ordinary school hours. The work
seems to be judiciously distributed over the school time devoted to it, and the organization generally
is thoroughly satisfactory

I learn that the time required for home preparation is, on the average, as follows Class VI.
(Upper), 3% hours daily Class VI. (Lower), 3 hours daily, Class V., 2} hours daily Class IV.,
2 hours daily No one could say that the pupils and teachers of this school do not work hard
enough and long enough.

The school tone is very good. Judging from the-appearance of fatigue visible in the faces of
nearly all the school girls, I should be inclined to say that they take even too much interest in
their work, and that the desire to obtain good places in the school and the spirit of emulation are
so strong here that the pupils are led to do very much more work than is good for them. It should,
perhaps, be remembered, though, that it is near the end of the school-year, when the work presses
more hardly than it does at any other time, and that this may account, to a certain extent, for the
symptoms of the effects of very high pressure that are observable. It is, however, hard to believe
that, what. with the ordinary school work, preparation for examinations by the University Professors,
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for the matriculation and for the Junior Scholarships examinations, the pupils or the teachers of this
school ever have a very easy time. The discipline is, as far as I can see, very good, the order is
excellent, and it is maintained without perceptible effort. The text-books in use are well chosen,
but there are, perhaps, too many of them. The building is very-suitable for the purpose for which
it is intended. The class-rooms are large and well ventilated, 150 pupils could be accommodated in
them.

The opinion that I have formed with regard to the nature of the instruction given here is based
partly on information received from the teachers, and partly on my inspection of the examination
papers that were being worked by the girls while I was present. The work of preparing girls for
dealing with examination papers is admirably done it would be impossible for any one, who had
seen the logical and methodical way in which the questions placed before them were attacked and
dealt with by the girls, to doubt that the instruction that had produced such results must have
been of a very high class indeed. The mathematical work especially was clearly and beautifully
done.

It is very possible that too much stress is laid here, as elsewhere, on this work of preparing
pupils to undergo written examinations. It may be that it would be better if girls and boys received
much more training in wiva voce work and preparation for wivd voce examinations than they ever
actually get, if it were considered just as important that a girl should be ready to answer questions
on the spur of the moment, to see immediately the bearings of facts one upon another, and to utilize
and produce off-hand all that she knows, as that she should be able to express in writing the results
of slow and deliberate thinking. It is possible, too, that the former kind of training might be of
more practical utility than that which alone finds favour now that it would make brighter and more
vigorous, if somewhat less ponderous and thoughtful, men and women than the present system is
fitted to produce. Be that as it may however, teachers cannot help themselves they are driven
to make preparation for written examinations the principal part of their work. On the one hand
the wishes of the parents, expressed or understood, are urging teachers on to get as many childrén
ag possible to pass examinations that give the entrée to some profitable employment, or to a higher
social rank , on the other, the University is compelling them, by means of the number and variety
of subjects in which candidates for the smaller academical distinctions are required to pass, to
devote nearly the whole of their time and most of their energy to this preparation for written
examinations. Then, again, teachers find that their professional reputations depend almost entirely
on their success in getting pupils to obtain good places in the various cownpetitive and other
examinations. A teacher who tried to strike out a new and better line for himself would soon lose
all his scholars. It should be remembered, too, that teachers have not ounly to produce absolutely
good examination results, but, from the causes mentioned, they are driven to try to make their
pupils better than those of other similar institutions. In short, it may be said that the only road to
a first-class position for a teacher lies through success in preparing pupils for competitive written
examinations. It would appear therefore, that teachers cannot be held responsible for whatever
evils result from the present high-pressure system, but that they are bound in self-defence to act pre-
cisely as they do. The fault lies with public opinion, which holds success in preparing boys and girls
for passing difficult written examinations to be almost the sole criterion of a teacher’s capabilities. On
the whole, it seems to me that there is only one thing wanting to make this school nearly perfect,
this is, that much more time and opportunity for vivd voce work should be given to it, by means of a
judicious curtailment and alteration of the school course. If something like the standard system
adopted in the case of the primary schools could be introduced here, so that there should be one
course, and one only, with no preparation work for examinations outside of it and if this conrse of
study could be drawn up and regulated, not merely with the view of making girls work up to the
utmost limit of their powers (girls who like their teachers will work for them until they can do no
more), but in accordance with careful and judicious considerations as to how much they may be
called upon to do without risk of injuring their minds or their bodies , then, indeed, this would be
an admirable school. As it is, and judged by the canons at present in vogue, I should say that the
arrangements and the teaching leave little to be desired.

These remarks are made with considerable diffidence, they express my own views exactly, but
a casual observer, having at the best but imperfect opportunities of judging, cannot be expected to
know as much about the working of an institution like this as do those who are constantly seeing
it in full operation. Perhaps it might be well to consider that this report merely suggests questions
that should be more fully and satisfactorily answered by future visitors to this very important
school. I have, &c.,

The Secretary for Education. James H. Poen,

9. REMARES by the Lapy PrINCIPAL.
SIR,— Girls’ High School, 18th December, 1883.
Asg the Inspector of Secondary Schools visited us when the examinations were being con-
ducted, he had very little opportunity of judging directly of our methods and general work, and I
therefore think it due to the school that I should make a brief statement of those matters which
would not otherwise be known.

In the upper classes the work has this year been so arranged that neither Latin nor more
advanced mathematics necessarily form part of the school course extra English or some light
subject may be substituted for them. In the lower classes Latin is omitted altogether, and
French instead, as being an easier subject for young children, is taught to all. Throughout the
school the subject to which the greatest prominence is given is English. Some new subjects have
been introduced this year German has been studied by a few of the girls in the middle classes,
botany and physiology by all, and drawing, instead of being a special subject, is now a part of the
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regular course. In pianoforte music, however, there are fewer pupils than in former years, for most
prefer to take such lessons at hours which will not interfere with the school routine. In all our
work special measures have been taken that there may be as little mental strain upon the girls as
possible. Light subjects, which might be considered as relaxations, are intermixed with the
heavier, an hour twice a week is given to drawing, two half-hours a week to singing, and the
majority learn sewing. The girls also attend special classes for physical training-at the gymnasium,
under the supervision of Mr Walker and two of their teachers these are supplemented by extension
exercises and lawn tennis abt school, and club practice at home. Still further, in the mental work
itself, considerable reductions as compared with former years have been made. In the upper
classes less Latin is taught, and the amount of English to be read by those studying for junior
scholarships has been much reduced by the University In the lower classes also, 16ss geography,
history, and such subjects is taught in the year =~ We find that our short monthly examinations are
much less a tax upon the girls and much more satisfactory than longer ones at the end of every
term they are specially advantageous in those subjects in which under ordinary circumstances little
writing is done, and are most particularly so in the lower classes, where the greater part of the
teaching is vivd woce. It must not be supposed that our aim is merely to lead girls on to the
University, though many from the higher classes would naturally enter upon that course we try
to give all a practical education by developing their own natural tastes, and teaching them to think
for themselves. I have, &c.,
The Chairman, Board of Governors. Henex CoxnNox

RANGIORA HIGH SCHOOL,

1. GoveErNORS’ REPORT.

SIR,— Rangiora, 30th April, 1884.

T have the honour, on behalf of the Board of Governors of this school, to report that the
Board, during the early part of last year, received substantial evidence of local support in promises
amounting to £335 towards starting the school. This, with the rents accrued, amounting to
£237 28. 4d., determined the Board in purchasing a very suitable freehold property in the borough of
4% acres of land with a house, then for sale, for the sum of £600. The Board then erected a school-
room of 30ft. by 20ft. for a beginning, and sought a competent teacher Mr H. E. Tuckey, B.A.,
and Scholar of 8t. John’s College, Cambridge, was elected master  The school was formally opened
on the 28th of January last. This, the first term, numbers twenty-seven pupils, all of whom have
entered on the usual curriculum of a high-school education, with bright prospects of a successful
career As numbers increase, the Board hopes to increase the accommodation and add to the
teaching staff. I may say that £200 is still owing on the purchase account, towards which £163 of
promised subscriptions remain to be collected. T enclose a table showing attendance, fees, salary,
&c.; also a statement of receipts and expenditure for the year ending April 25, 1884, duly audited

by the Provincial Auditor I have, &c.,
A. H. CuNNINGHAM,
The Hon. the Minister of Education. Chairman, Board of Governors,

2. ABsTrACT of the BoarDp’s Accounts for Year.

Receipts, £ s d Expenditure. £ s 4

Balance, April 25th, 1883 . 237 2 4| Land Purchase Account 400 0 Q
Subscriptions received . . 179 11 6 | Building schoolroom . 162 5 6
Interest on deposit 7 15 0 | Furniture and fittings 5. 0 @
Rents .. 227 2 8| Sundries 33 8 3
School fees, first term 75 19 0| Salary one quarter 00
Overdraft at bank 42 11 38! Expenses, as per entry, April 24th 48 7 7
£770 1 4 £770 1 4

I have audited this account and find it correct.—J OrrLivier, Provincial District Auditor,

AKAROA HIGH SCHOOL.
1. GoveErNors' RepoRrr.

Ar the first meeting of the Board, held on the 11th April, 1883, it was determined to take imme-
diate steps to open a high school in Akaroa, and on the 9th June Mr William Walton, B.A. of
Cambridge, and sinee a master at the Timaru High School, was unanimously elected Headmaster
The school was opened on the 18th September, the number of pupils being nine. The Board had
every reason to be satisfied during the first term with the manner in which the school was con-
ducted, and on the 9th January it was resolved that the High School should be opened for girls
should a sufficient number be entered. Ten pupils presented themselves, and on the 4th February,
1884, the school was reopened, the number of pupils being eighteen, eight boys and ten girls. This
number has been increased to twenty, there being now eleven girls and nine boys on the roll. As
it is the wish of the Headmaster that the boys and girls should be in separate rooms, arrangements
have been made with a lady to assist Mr Walton, and remain in the girls’ room during school
hours. This plan is working well, and the school is being well conducted. The fees charged are
—4£10 10s, for one pupil, £9 9s. each for two, and £8 8s. each for thres of the same family  The
salary paid the Headmaster is £275 per annum, with part of the house rented by the Board. For
this house, containing twelve rooms, the Board pay £20 a year rent : three rooms are used for school
purposes, and the rest by the Headmaster, The lady who assists receives half the girls’ fees,
i Wirrism B. TosswiLL,
Chairman, Akarog High School Board,
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2. BArANcE-sHEET, March, 1882, to 31st March, 1884.

Receipts. £ s d Expenditure. £ s d

Rents of reserves.. . . .. 861 7 8| Teacher’s salary .. . . .. 15511 6
School Commissioners .. . .. 64 7 1] Printing, advertising, &c. .. e . 2 011
School fees . .. .. .. 97 16 9| Sundries .. .. . .. 2801011
Balance . . - .. 61 8 2

£52311 6 £523 11 6

ASHBURTON HIGH SCHOOL.
Barance-surer for Year 1883.

Receipts. £ s d Expenditure. £ s d

Fees .. e .. .. .. 179 1 6| Balance due to bank oo 27T 405

Rents .. .. . . .o 444 17 7} Salaries to masters for thlrtecn mont;ht; .. B85 2 9

Books .. - e . <o 22 7 31 Incidental expenses e v .. 10013 3
Interest ., .y . . ., 2816 0
Refund ., . .y . 1 00
Balance due to bamk .. vy ., 10118 1

£778 0 5 £778 0 5

I have audited this account and ﬁnd it correct.—J. OLLIVIER, Provincial District Auditor, 8th
April, 1884,

TIMARU HIGH SCHOOL.
1. StareMENT of REcEIPTS and ExrrENDITURE from 1st January, 1883, to 81st December, 1883.

Receipts. £ s d. Eaxpenditure, £ s d

Balance from 1882 .. .. .. 592 12 5 | Salaries account e . . 2,078 0 0
School fees .. . .. .. 745 4 0| Insurance o A o . 11 2 0
Rents of reserves . o .. 825 13 11 | Printing o . . . 52 5 4
Government grant . . .. 400 0O O Stationery e .. o . 3313 4
Interest on investments .. .. .. 11113 4| Cartage .. . 110 O
Captain Cain’s gift .. .. . 5 0 0| Ironmongery and sundries . . 14 9 9
Overdraft at bank .. .. .. 181 38 7| Planting and seeds . . e 7 8 6
Cheques outstanding . . .. 41 6 3| Legal expenses .. . . . 1318 2
Interest . . 2 2 0

Refund RN N 2 00

Petty cagh .. 4 00

Tuel 14 10 O

Cleaning 4 1 8

Travelling e‘(penses (Rector s) 756 0

Chemistry . . 114 6

Prizes . 3918 0

Furniture 710 6

Repairs 410 3

Bonus (teaehel) 5 00

Special prize . . . 510 0

Invested on mortgage .. . .. 8500 0 O

Examination fees . .. .. 50 0 O

Governors’ travelling expenses N o 30-10 ©

Cash in hand ., . . o 1119 ©

£2,902 13 6 £9, 902 13 6

G, Crarer MiLEs, Secretary.

I have audited this account, and have compared the items with the vouchers, and find it
correct. T object to the item ‘¢ travelling expenses’ paid for the attendance of members of the
Board; there is no authority in the Act to justify this expenditure.—J. Orrivier, Provincial
District Aunditor,

2. ProFEssorR Brown’s REpomT.

SIR,— 1st December, 1883.

I have the honour to submit my report on the work of the Timaru High School in classics,
French, English, and history. Speaking of the school as a whole, I find the subject that is best
done is French, if the pronunciation be omitted. After that come Latin and history. These three’
gubjects attain an average decidedly above that of a good secondary school in the colonies. The
subject which stands lowest is English, chiefly through the very low percentages obtained in com-
position. But the grammar is so good that it quite makes up for this failure, and leaves the English
about equal to the average of a good secondary school.

Comparing the two sides of the school, Tfind that, if the four subjects be taken together, the girls
get almost the same percentage as the boys—m little above 50 per cent.—and in any examination
such an average is an excellent one. The girls surpass the boys in Latin by 6} per cent.; the boys
surpass the gnds in English by 2 per cent., and in history by 6 per cent.; while the two sides are
equal in French, each ‘Lttammd an average of 544 per cent. Taking the Classes separately, I find
that in the highest, which is prepamtmy for the Unlvers1ty examination, the boys surpass the girls
in all the subjects, but especially in English, French, and Latin. For this class I set papers of the
same difficulty as those usually set for Junior University Scholarships, and find the two boys and two
of the girls so adyanced as to be ready to enter on a University course. One of the boys has an
extremely good chance for g scholarship, and the three other pupils are most hkply to pass the
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matriculation examination. In Latin, one of the best proofs of their knowledge of the language was
the fact that they all did their translation ¢ at sight” and their composition with more accuracy
than even their prepared work. In English they have done all the work required of candidates for

Junior Scholarships ; their grammar was extremely good, their English literature and composition
. good. But, as in the rest of the school, a little more attention to composition would be better, not

only for their prospects in examinations bus for their usefulness in life. TIn French this class gained
a very high percentage in translation and composition, and a fair percentage in reading. Their
unprepared translation and their knowledge of idioms are worthy of special commendation. In
history the boys have shown a thorough knowledge of the period set for Junior Scholarships, whilst
the girls have shown a good knowledge of the period set for matriculation. The rest of the school
is working well up to this highest class, although there are weak points that will have to be
strengthened, In Latin the Fifth Class of boys and the Third Class of girls show in their translations
from Cesar, and in their Latin composition and grammar, that they will be able to take the place
of the highest class next year and prepare for the University entrance examination. But in their
translation, as in that of the upper class too, though in a less degree, a fault thas is perhaps not
altogether an evil will have to be somewhat remedied, and that is a tendency to make it too literal :
more attention will have to be paid to the difference between Latin idiom and English 1diom.

Tn the Lower School the girls’ side is doing admirably, gaining percentages the highest in the
school ; but the boys' side in this part of the school is as weak in Latin as that of the girls is
strong.

In English the Lower Fourth Class on the boys’ side is the weakest in the school, and will need
far more attention paid to it next year if it is to be made a good class preparatory to matriculation :
its grammar is inaccurate, and its_composition is still worse. But that it needs only a little more
attention is evident from the good percentages it obtains in all its other subjects. The girls’ side
of this class is somewhat better, and yet stands below the average. In the Lower School, in this
subject, the girls are again decidedly ahead of the boys; on both sides the Second (Class is the best,
although the First Class of girls is not far behind. But here, as all through the school, the weak
point is, as I have said, the composition. Few of the pupils have any idea of consecution in
writing or of punctuation, whilst a large number seem quite incapable of appreciating what a
sentence is. If a little move of the time which is evidently given to parsing and theoretical
grammar were given to the practical application of grammatical rules to composition, this evil,
which is a widespread one anongst secondary: schools in New Zealand, would rapidly disappear.
It teachers would spend twice as much time as they do at training their scholars in ready manipu-
lation of their own language in writing, there would be fewer failures in examinations, and perhaps
fewer in practical life; for where two candidates in examination or for success in life are equal in
acquisitions, it is power of expression that differentiates the successful from the unsuccessful. To
express ideas fluently and well in written language is the one accomplishment without which all
others are lost.

Tn the subject of French the weak point is pronunciation, as it is in all English schools, for in
them it is an alternative between English masters and bad pronunciation on the one hand or
French masters and bad discipline on the other. But this weakness is quite made up for by the
oxcellence of the translation, aud of the knowledge of grammar. In respect of pronunciation, the
First, Second, and Third Classes on the boys’ side are the weakest, whilst the girls side far surpasses
the boys’. But in tronslation and grammar it is the Third and TFourth Classes of girls that fall far |
the lowest, whilst the First Class of girls holds the highest place, the Sixth Class of boys holding
the second place, 2111 the Second Class of girls holding the third place.

In history the upper classes have obtained a very high percentage through their thorough
acquaintance with the facts, and the ease with which they treat of the features of the civilization.
The lowest percentages in this subject belong to the First and Third Classes on both the girls’ side
and the boys’. And this, it seems to me, arises most from the barren and uninteresting nature of
the elements which are taught them; dates and outlines are unattractive even to the mature mind,
but to the mind of a child they must be absolutely unintelligible. Young children should have
their interest in history aroused by the more romantic portions of its narrative ; afterwards, when
they have come to be strongly attracted to the study, the succession of events and the dates may be
communicated with advantage. :

Tn Greek litéle has been done in the school, as little can be done in any colonial school, for in
them modern subjects occupy, and must necessarily occupy, most of the time. One boy translated
with considerable fluency parts of Xenophon's ¢ Anabasis,” and answered with accuracy questions
on grammar, Five other boys translated shorb English sentences into Greek, and short Greek
sentences into English, from Smith’s « Initia Greea.” To make Greek at all efficient or a pleasure
to a boy, two hours a week is far too little; one-third of his time during two-thirds of his school
course would be needed if he is to reach the stage at which it would be pleasant for him to read the
language, and so much time drawn from his other and necessary studies would seriously impair his
education. .

T have criticised the school with all the more candour, and indicated its weakness with all the
more pointedness, that I feel it can well afford such criticism, holding, as T am convinced by the
examination it does, a good position amongst the boys’ high schools of the largest towns in New
Zealand. If it continue to do as good work as it has done this year, and try to remedy the
faults I have pointed out, its pupils will be certain to hold their own with those of the best New
Zealand schools. Before closing I should like to say one word in praise of the discipline of the
schoel. I spent three days in it, occupied in oral examination, and during all this time all the classes
were conducted, without exception, with the most perfect order. ~An excellent tone holds through-
out the school; the pupils seem to respect their teachers as teachers should be respected, while
discipline is kept without any effort on the part of the teachers. I append to this report tables
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which show at a glance the comparative position of each class in each subject. In one column I
state the average percentage obtained by each class, in a second the work done during the
session, in a third the hours per week spent on the subject, in a fourth the number of pupils present
at the examination, and in a fifth the number in the class. In the first of the tables will be seen in
brief a comparison of the work of the whole school on its two sides.

Percentages for Whole School.

Boys. Girls. Total.
Latin 463 53 50
French ... o4% 541 54%
English ... 49 47 48
History ... 53 464 50
All four subjects ... 503 501 50%
J. M. Brown,

Professor of English and History, Canterbury College.
The Chairman, Board of Governors.

3. ProFEssorR SHAND'S REPORT.
Sir,— Dunedin, 1st December, 1883.

T have the honour to report that on the 21st and 22nd ultimo I examined the High School in
the subjects assigned to me, namely, mathematics, arithmetic, and geography. The higher classes in
all the subjects were examined by means of written papers, the same papers being set for the two sides
of the school. As it was not possible for me to be present in all the rooms in which the examination
was carried on, the Rector placed each of the classes under examination in the charge of a member
of the staff who was not the master or mistress of that class. In this and every other respect the
arrangements made were entirely satisfactory, and the perusal of the papers has given me no
grounds for believing that any communication or copying took place among the pupils.

The mathematical classes number seventeen boys and thirteen girls, all but one of whom were
present at the examination. Nine boys and four girls are beginners, who have read only twenty-
four propositions of the First Book of FEuclid and the elements of algebra. I examined them
orally, taking boys and girls together. In Euclid all the girls and most of the boys answered fairly
well, though a few of the boys are backward ; and in algebra, with one or two exceptions, they
worked the examples set to them with satisfactory quickness and accuracy. The boys in Class I1.
have read the first two books of Euclid, and as far as simple simultaneous equations in algebra, and
the girls of Class IT. a little less. In algebra the boys showed up excellent papers, Gabites and Cook
obtaining 87 and 85 per cent. respectively of the marks, and the average of the whole class being 75
per cent. The girls were a good deal less successful, as they obtained, after an allowance was made
for the difference in their reading, an average of not more than 41 per cent. In Kuclid, on the other
hand, the girls did quite as well as the boys, both acquitting themselves very creditably. When the
due allowances were made, the average of the girls was found to be 61 per cent. of the marks, Miss
Cooper leading with 84 ; while the average of the boys was 60§ per cent., Cook being the first with
76. The highest mathematical class contains—on the boys’ side two pupils, and on the girls’ side
three pupils. Both of the boys and one of the girls have read as far as the limits prescribed for the
competition for University scholarships, and the papers set to them contained questions up to these
limits. As the results of the examination of this class will be of particular interest to the Board of
Governors, I give in full the percentage of the marks obtained by the pupils :—

Class 1IT.—Mathematics.

Euclid. Algebra, Trigonometry.
Boys.— A 67 81 9
B 61 79 71
Giros.—L 62 64 —
M 43 50 —_—
N . 50 64 40 -

These figures seem to me to be highly satisfactory.

Tn arithmetic T examined the two lowest classes on both sides orally. Class L, both of boys and
girls, did fairly well, but Class I1. did not come up to my expectations, being, indeed, very little better
than Clags I.  The paper set to Class ITI. was well answered by a few of the boys, Guscott leading
with 92 per cent. of the marks: the class, however, has a bad ¢ tail,” the influence of which brought
down the average marks to 424. The girls were more equal, none of them being so good as the
best boys nor so bad as the worst, Their marks in the same paper reached an average of 45%,
which is a fair result, seeing that they did not profess to have done quite as much as the boys. A
paper ranging over the whole subject of arithmetic was set to Classes IV. and V. on both sides of
the school : this paper was very well done by the boys, two or three of the best virtually clearing it,
and it was also well done by the girls. The following are the average percentages :—Class IV.:
Boys, 69; girls, 524. Class V.: Boys, 93; girls, 68. Classes III. and IV. on both sides I also
examined orally, giving them examples to be worked on their slates, with a view of testing their
quickness and accuracy. Class IIL. did rather poorly ; Class 1V, much better, but still not quite so
~well as in their written papers, probably for the reason that they are less accustomed to this stylo
of examination. .

In geography all the classes were examined by means of written papers. One paper was sel
for Classes L., IT., and III., on both sides of the school. The easy questions which were within the
reading of the two junior classes were fairly answered by them, the girls being quite as good as the
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boys. The boys and girls of Class ITI. only were expected to answer the whole paper, and the
marks obtained by them averaged 57 per cent. for the boys, and 45 per cent. for the girls. A more
difficult paper was set for Classes IV. and V., and it was well answered by a good proportion both
of the boys and girls. The average marks obtained were 55% per cent. for the boys, and 54 per
cent. for the girls.

It gives me pleasure to add that, notwithstanding the two or three weak points noted above,
the general impression produced on my mind by the whole course of the examination is a highly
fa.vopra.bie or¢. The discipline and tone of the school, which almost surely go hand in hand with
efficiency, seemed to me to be all that could be desired. With regard to the two highest classes,
to the condition of which one maturally attaches the greatest importance, I was happy to find them,
on both sides of the school, a good deal stronger in all their subjects than I had ventured to expect,
and it reflects credit alike on the governing body, the Rector, and the teaching staff, that so high a
standard should already have been reached in a 'school so recently established.

The Chairman, Board of Governors. JouN SHAND.

WAITAKI HIGH SCHOOL.

. 1. Goverrvors' REPorT.
413 T Oamaru, 6th May, 1884,

¥ have the honour to forward herewith the annual balance-sheet duly audited, and also to
report as to the progress of the school. The Rector arrived from England on the 19th April, 1883,
and school work was commenced on the 15th May. The school opened with nineteen boys, whose
number was increased to twenty-four by the end of the term. Next term the attendance rose to
twenty-eight, and in the third term to forty-one. There is good reason to suppose that the numbers
will be much higher shortly. The school year has been divided into three terms of a little more
than thirteen weeks each. The fee is £10 10s. per anpum, £8 8s. for brothers. There are already
fitne boarders in the Rector’s house, and there is every probability of a rapid increase. It was found

‘necessdry soon after the opening of the school to provide a mathematical master. A suitable one was
found in Mr. Algernon C. Gifford, who gained the very distinguished position of thirteenth wrangler

of the Cambridge Mathematical Tripos of 1883. He arrived in the colony last October, and com-

menced work immediately. Proper provision has now been made for the teaching of Latin, Greek,

French, German, mathematics, English, and certain branches of physical science. When more

‘boys are in attendance it will be necessary to provide for the teaching of drawing, chemistry, and

physics. Drill instruction has been already arranged for.
It was mentioned in last year’s report that £3,500 had been borrowed on mortgage for the
erection of school buildings. It has been found mecessary to increase this sum to £4,000. This

.amount did not cover the whole expenditure, the Board having to take out of its funds a yet further

sum for the completion of the present building and the improvement of the grounds. The Board
was driven to this step, as 1t was unable to dispose of the sections which had been set apart for sale
to cover building expenses, owing to the great commercial depression and consequent stoppage of
the sale of land. The present expenditure exceeds the revenue by about £400 per annum. There
will therefore be a great strain on the Board’s resources for some little time; but this will be in
some measure lessened as the number of pupils increases, and as greater revenue is derived from
higher rentals of the Board’s property as the leases fall in. Unfortunately, the majority of the
leases have a long term to run, and it is only in a few cases that the Board will reap the benefit that
may accrue in this direction. ' ’

The Board has great pleasure in stating that the general result of the school work is very
gatisfactory. . I have, &c.,

The Secretary, Bducation Department. GEorGE SUMPTER, Secretary.

9. SratEMENT of REcEIPTS and Expenprrure for Year ending 8lst December, 1883,

Receipts. £ s d. Expenditure. £ s d.
Balance from 31st December, 1882, petty cash 4 10 0 | Balance from 31st December, 1882, bank
Rents collected .. . . .. 83 010 overdraft .. .. .. .. 3,414 19 6
Deferred-payment Account, reserves sold .. 420 0O O | Payments on account of school buildings .. 176 17 2
Fees received .. .. . .. 86 14 O | Fencing, ploughing, labour, &ec., at site .. 193 611
Loan on school buildings .. .. .. 4,000 0 O | Surveys and valuations.. .. .. 9 2 6
Home commissioners, and passage-money of
Headmaster e . 100 6 8
Salary, Headmaster .. e .. 300 0 0
Interest.. .. . e .. 94 5 3§
Auctioneer’s commission on sales .. .. 815 0
Costs, brokerage, &e., on £4,000 loan .. 53 5 8
Wages of caretaker . . . 44 6 8
Insurance of buildings .. e o 8 00
Rates .. .. e ‘e .. 10 8 4
School appliances .. . .. 8814 8
School books (£108 14s. 2d., less £34 2s. Td.
sold) . . . . 69 11 7
Fuel and cleaning .. .. . 918 0
Printing, advertising, and stationery .. 27 11 38
Clerk’s salary . NS o 15 0 0
Incidental expenses . o . 3 3 4
Balance forward, bank open account .. 212 9 O
Balance forward, petty cash .. .. 1 89
£4,841 4 10 §4,841 4 10

I have compared this abstract with the Treasurer’s books and vouchers, and I -certify if
to be correct.—H. LivinasToN, Auditor. e

5—KE. 9.
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3. StareMeNT of AssmTs and Liasiuiries at 31st December, 1883,
Assets. £ s do Liabilities. £ s d
Balance in bank .. .. . .. 212 9 0 ! Loan on mortgage .. .. .. 4000 0 0O
Balance, petty cash in hand .. .- 1 8 9  Home commissioners, re Headmaster .. 212160
Rents uncollécted .. .. .. 878 5 11 | Salaries.. .. .. o .. 6210 0
Fees uncollected, as per teachers’ returns .. 121 17 0

School buildings.
Reserves vested in Board by “ Waitaki High
School Act, 1878.”

These amounts are correctly stated.—H. LiviNestox, Auditor.

OTAGO BOYS AND GIRLS HIGH SCHOOLS.
1. GoverNors' REPORT. .
SIR,— ‘ Dunedin, 3rd May, 1884,

In accordance with section 8 of «“The Otago Boys™ and Girls’ High Schools Act, 1877,
and in terms of Circular No. 83 of the 19th Desember last from the Secretary, Education Department,
I have the honour to forward report of the Board of Governors of the Otago Boys’ and Girls’ High
Schools for the year ended the 31st December, 1883. _

The Board expected to have been able to commoence the first quarter of 1834 for the Boys’
School in the new building, but it regrets to have to report that, owing to the delay in obtaining
possession of the site, through the new asylum at Seacliff not being sufficiently completed for ths
reception of patients from the old asylum buildings, the Board’s contractor was greatly delayed in his
building operations, and in consequence the new school cannot be made uss of till the first quarter
of 1885. In addition to the inconvenience arising from this delay the Board has suffered a very
considerable pecuniary loss through having to compensate the contractor for loss of time and increase
in value of building materials.

During the year the Board submitted for sale about seven thousand acres of agricultural land
and 550 quarter-acre sections at Strath-Taieri. Of these, 4,061 acres and 37 town sections were
sold, averaging £3 18s. 4d. per acre and £7 8s. per section respectively, The terms were 10 per
cent. at sale, 15 per cent. within three months, and the balance extending over seven years with
interest at 6 per cent. per annum. The Board also sold 3,383 acres at Mokoreta, being soms of the
agricultural sections passed at the sale in January, 1882, The price obtained averaged £2 3s. 11d.

er acre. A
P In order to assist pupils wishing to participate in the benefits of secondary education, the
Board decided to offer free education at the high schools to all boys and girls who, in the examina-
tion for the Otago Education Board’s Senior Scholarships, malke 50 per cent. of the attainable
marks. ‘

The Board is glad to report that both schools, as regards attendance and-efficiency, are in a
satisfactory condition.

The Board acknowledges its indebtedness to the Agent-General for valuable services in con-
nection with the selection of the mathematical tcacher for the Girls’ High School, and the gymnastic
master who has just been appointed.

The Board has pleasure in reporting that George Gray Russell, Esg., of Dunedin, has placed at
its disposal the sum of £1,000 for the purpose of founding two scholarships for the Boys’ High School,
tenable for three years at the University of Otago.

Annexed hereto are reports from the Rector and the Lady Prinecipal, showing the work done
during the year in the schools; also examiners’ reports, and stateinent of receipts and expenditure
of the Board for the year ending 31st December, 1883, duly audited.

I have, &ec.,
The Hon. the Minister of Education. D. M. Sruvarr, Chairman.
2. StarEMENT of REcEiprs and ExpENDITURE for the Year ending 31st December, 1883.
Income. £ s d . Txpenditure,
Balance in hand on 1st January, 1883 .. 13 .7 9| Salaries— £ g d.
Boys’ School fees .. .. .. 1,881 7 6 Boys’ High School .. .. . 4,861 4 9
Girls’ School fees .. . .o 1,369 6 0 Girls’ High School .. . oo 157918 7
Rectory boarding fees .. .. .. 1,684 15 0 Janitor, &c., High School .. . 145 0 0
Rents from reserves .. .. .. 2481 9 4 Secretary .. ‘. o 137 10 0O
Proceeds of land sales (including the sum Incidentals .. .. s .. 171 8 6
of £2,420 8s. 8d., being interest on pur- Legal expenses .. R .. 13 16 6
chases of lands sold on deferred pay- Printing and advertising .. .. 98 2 3
ment) .. .. S .. 14,507 15 7 | Insurance premiums .. . . 5912 0
Miscellaneous receipts .. .. . 36 9 b | Appointment of teachers .. o 13515 8
Balance (overdraft), Colonial i Prizes, certificates, medals, &e. .. .. 62 17 10
Bank .. .. .. £35219 3 . | Examiners’ fees .. .. .. 84 0 O
Less credit balance, Bank of Office expenses and petty cash .. . 14 1 2
New Zealand . 3 8 8 Interest on overdraft .. .. .. 1917 5
e 349 10 7 | Interest on land bills discounted .. 1,000 0 6
Expenses land sales, auctioneer’s com-

mission, advertising, &ec. .. .. 395 11 1
Advertising perpetual leases .. .. - 7 6 6
Survey expenses . .. . 286 0.7
New High School buildings AN .. 11,150 5 0
0ld sehool buildings (repairs) .. . 3315 8
Rectory building, ground rent, &e. .. 869 0 9
Rectory supplies, wages, &o. .. .. 1,136 6 5
£22324 1 2 . £22,82¢ 1 2

I have compared this abstract with the Treasurer's books and vouchers, and certify it to be
‘correct.—H, LivingsTon, Auditor.
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Gray Russell Scholarship I'und.
£ s, d. £ s. d.
Amounts advanced on motttra,ge .. .. 1,000 0 0/ Capital . . .« 1,000 0 0
Balance in bank o .. .. 23 5 0| Interest from mor*gaﬂeq . . 23 5 0
£1,023 5 0! £1,023 5 0

D. M. Sruarr, Chairman.
Correct.—H. LiviNngsToN, Auditor. C. MacanDrEWw, Secretary.

3. ProrFEssor MacGREGOR'S REPORT.
Sir,—

In accordance with your request I have made a careful examination of the work done
during the past year by the Latin classes in our High Schools. I examined the Upper Boys’ School
by means of written papers, and the Lower School chleﬂy by the oral method.

Sizth Form, Boys School.—The examination ranged over Horace (Odes, Book III.), Livy
(Book XXIL.), Aneid (Book XL), and Casar (Gallic W ar, Book VI1.), with a piece of continuous
narrative for translation into Latin prose. Four-fifths of the class gained 60 per cent. and upwards
of the total marks.

Fifth Form.—In an examination on the Aineid (Book II.), the whole of Sallust’s Jugurtha,
Cesar (Book II.), and continuous Latin version, about three-fourths of the class carried 68 per cent.
and upwards of the total marks. Of the remaining fourth only one boy failed, while the others
made from 50 to 40 per cent.

Upper Fourth.—Of twenty boys presented for examination in Cesar (Gallic War, Book 1.),

Smith’s Ecloge Ovidians, and Smith’s Manual of Latin Prose (Part IV. as far as page 79), about
one-half made three-fourths and upwards of the total obtainable marks, while the rest ranged from
72 to 30 per cent.
' Lower Fourth.—Of thirty-four boys presented for examination in Smith’s Principia, Part
I1., pages 79-120, and easy sentences for translation into Latin, twenty-six boys made 50 per cent.
and upwards of the total marks. The rest rather failed in their translation, but on an average the
parsing was remarkably well done.

These remarkable results of a fair but vigorously-sifted written examination cannot fail to be
exceedingly gratifying to the Board, the masters, and the parents of the pupils. They absolutely
demonstrate that in this school Latin is taught in a most thorough and admirable manner, and that
the average ability of the boys is very high indeed.

The Lower School is chiefly occupied in grammatical work, which on the whole was satisfactorily
done throughout, though I found that, chleﬁy owing to the great difficulty of properly classifying
boys who come from other schools generally well advanced, but knowing no Latin, there is a large
number of boys who are very backward. This is especially the ease in the Third and Upper Second
. Forms. The Lower First is a delight{ul class, exceedingly well grounded, so far as they have gone,
and very promising for the future of the school. The Upper First and Lower Second, though not so
good as this class, are very carefully taught, and gave a very good average result. In both divisions
of the Third Form, aund in the Upper Second there is a considerable number of boys who ought not
to be moved up next yeax.

Sizth Form, Gurls’ High School-—This class of seven girls, presented for exemination in
extracts from the De Amicitid and the De Senectute of Cicero, and Smith’s Extracts from
Ovid, with easy sentences from English into Latin, is taught by Dr. Bilau. Two of these girls
gained respectively 90 and 88 per cent., while the rest ranged from 78 to 57 per cent. This class
ag a whole did remarkably well in translation, but three or four girls were weak in parsing and
grammar. In point.of advancement they compare with the Upper Fourth in the Boys’ School.

Dr. Billau’s Junior Latin Class, consisting of ten girls from the Fourth and Fifth Forms
(corresponding to the Boys’ Lower Fourth and Upper Third), did exceedingly well, all except one
" girl who ought not to be in this class at all. Nine out of ten girls gained percentages ranging from
90 to 70 per cent. The defects here, as in the class above, manifested themselves chiefly in grammar
or parsing.

P MlsséGllhes Clasgs, of thirteen girls, is the lowest Latin class in the Girls’ School. They were
examined in grammar to the end of the irregular verbs and the easy sentences. Three girls did
very well, gaining from 85 to 80 per cent. One made 73. The rest fell rapidly away to 47, while
three failed altogether. They, however, had begun Latin only about six months ago. Now, this,
which I should have regarded as a very good result from the First and Second Forms in the Boys’
School, where the ages range from ten to thirteen or fourteen, I cannot consider quite so satisfac-
tory in the case of these girls, who are on the average from three to four years older. The remedy
for this is very difficult to find : still, one fact is clear, namely, that girls, if they are to learn Latin
as boys do, must at any rate begin at an earlier age than at present.

The results of the examination in the two senior classes speak for themselves, evincing, as they
manifestly do, painstaking care and capacity on the part both of teachers and pupils.

I cannot close this report without calling attention in a special manner to a former dux of the
Girls’ School, who remains still a pupil, but who has for the last year taken her Latin with the
Sixth Form boys. This young lady, Miss Forbes, sent me such a paper as I have never seen
excelled, and such as reflected the greatest credit on herself as well as on her past and present
teachers. Miss Forbes is this year facile princeps among all the pupils of our High Schools in
Latin. Duncan MacerEGoR, Examiner,

The Chairman, Boys and Girls’ High School Board,

P.8.—A detailed list, with the percentage made by each pupil, has been sent both to the Lady
Principal and the Rector. —D.M.
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4. Proressor SALE's REPORT.

SIR,— Dunedin, 17th December, 1883.

In accordance with your request I have held an examination of the Boys’ and Girls’ High
Schools in the subjects of English hiterature and grammar, history, and geography. The results
of the examination are given in the enclosed lists. In the Girls’ High School I examined the two
highest classes only—the Fifth and Sixth—by means of written questions and answers. In the
Boys’ High School I examined the four highest classes by means of written questions and answers,
and I was also present when the junior classes were being examined orally by the several masters
who have charge of them. In all the junior classes a large proportion of the boys answered the
questions put to them intelligently and well.

In conclusion, I wish to impress upon the Board that, especially in the subjects in which I
have been called upon to examine, an examination held by a stranger, unacquainted with the classes,
must of necessity be a very imperfect and uncertain test of the relative merits of the candidates
examined ; and that it is in reality of little value except as showing the general character of the
work done. So far as this general result is concerned, I am favourably impressed with the work
done in both the schools. T ought to add that in awarding marks I have throughout endeavoured
to give the highest value to answers which showed intelligence, and have attached comparatively
little weight to such as were merely evidence of memory. For instance, in English literature I have
attached more importance to a vigorous and accurate paraphrase of Milton than to the repetition of
some foreign or Anglo-Saxon form of a word. I have, &c.,

The Secretary, Board of Governors. G. 8. Sane.

5. ProFESsOR SHAND's REPORT.

SIR,— Dunedin, 31st December, 1883.

T have the honour to report that on the 4th, 5th, and 6th instant I examined the High
Schools in the subjects assigned to me—~namely, arithmetic and mathematics. The higher classes
in all the subjects were examined by means of written papers, and nearly all the lower classes were
examined orally, so that T obtained a good view of the work done throughout both schools. As
regards the written part of the examination, the papers set were so drawn, valued, and marked as
to be, in my opinion, relatively to the age and advancement of the several classes, of very nearly
the same degree of difficulty. The papers in all the subjects being thus comparable with one
another, the tables which I give below of the average percentages obtained express in the most con-
cise way my judgment regarding the proficiency of the classes examined. An average of more than
60 per cent. may be taken as “ excellent,” between 80 and 60 per cent. as *“ good,” between 40 and
50 per cent. as ““fair,” and below 40 per cent. as “poor.” Those classes are bracketed together
which did the same paper, valued and marked in the same way :—

Avithmetic,
Classes examined. Percentages obtained.
Highest. Average,

jIII. B (boys) 100 (Herdman) 591
III. & (boys) 86 53
[TV, (gunls) L85 46

Lower IV. (boys) ... 100 (Beck) ... 63

Upper IV. (boys) ... 98 (Isaacs and Moir 55
{V. (girls) 81 46%
V. (boys) 88 o544
VI. (boys) 91 (Allen; ... 69
{VI, (girls) . 83 . 55

"It will be observed that in this important subject the results are, as usual, highly satisfactory,
more especially in the Boys’ School. The classes which were examined orally also did their work
very fairly, although they were not so accurate as those examined in writing, and their quickness

in working was also capable of improvement. In the oral examination, the girls, I thought, did -

quite as well as or even a little better than the boys, but on the other hand it was noticeable
that they were not nearly so far advanced in respect of the rules gone over. Thus many of the
girls, even in the Fifth Form, had not learned practice, a rule with which they ought to have
become familiar in the Second Form. The remedy for this defect lies, I think, in following up the
recommendation which I made last year regarding the appointment of a special mathematical
teacher. The Board has given effect to this recommendation by the selection at Home of a lady
well qualified to take charge of the mathematical department of the school; and I would now
guggest that the whole of the classes in arithmetic, as well as in mathematics, be placed under
the charge of the mathematical mistress, a special assistant being assigned to her to enable her
to undertake the work. She will thus become responsible for the whole arithmetical and mathe-
matical instruction given in the school, and will be in a position to see that satisfactory progress is
.made year by year in the junior classes, without which the highest excellence in the upper classes
cannot be looked for.

Algebra,.
The results of the written examination in algebra are given in the following table :—
Classes examined. Percentages obtained.
Highest, Average,
Upper IV. (boys) .. 78 40
V. (boys) 76 S 423
{VI., Second Division (gitls) ... 49 264

V1. (boys) 76 47
{VI., First Division (girls) ... 66 oo 51
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These, on the whole, are fair results, but they are not so good as those obtained in the same
subject last year. The Fifth Form in the Girls’ School was examined orally, and answered fairly,
although failing badly in fractions, from the want of drilling in the use of factors.

Euclid.
The following are the results of the examination in this subject :—
Classes examined. Percentages obtained.
Highest. Average.

IV. 4, Second Division (boys) 6 .. 36
VI., Becond Division (girls) 84 67

{IV. A, First Division (boys) 53 38

V. (boys) 73 31
VI. (boys) 81 43%
V1., First Division (girls) ... .. 72 364

Tt will be observed that the Second Division of Form VI. (girls), which failed very badly in
algebra, did exceedingly well in Buclid. In nearly all of the other classes a proportion of good
papers were sent up, but on the whole a certain degree of weakness was apparent in this subject, as
was the case also last year.

Trigonometry.

Last year Idirected attention to the weakness of the Boys’ School in this subject, and suggested
as a remedy that trigonometry should be introduced at an earlier stage in the school course. I
notice that this suggestion has been acted upon, trigonometry now being taught in the Fifth Form,
and the use of logarithms, with the practical solution of trinngles, in the Fourth. Thisis quite a satis-
factory arrangement ; but it will be another year before the improvement which is to be anticipated
becomes apparent, the present Sixth Form having only commenced the subject this year. This
accounts for the weakness still indicated by the following results :(—

Classes examined. Percentages obtained.

‘ Highest. Average.
V. (boys)... 73 39
(VL. (boys) 62 ..« = 38
{ VI, First Division (girls) ... 63 41

I may be permitted to say, in conclusion, that I have thought it more useful to disclose,
without any reserve, the weak points of the schools than to extol their merits. Both schools are
now organically in so sound a condition, and enjoy so full a measure of public confidence, that well-
founded eriticism on the part of an examiner can only be beneficial, the more especially as the
Board and the heads of both schools have given proofs of their anxiety to leave nothing undone to
remedy defects that have been shown to exist, and to alleviate or eliminate every known source of
weakness. :

The Chairman, Board of Governors. JOHN SHAND:

6. Mr. Cuarman’s BerorT.
Boys’ High School. «

. French.—TI have examined the following classes in this subject : Form VI.; Form V.; Form IV;,
Upper Division ; Form IV., Lower Division; Form III.; Beginners’ Class, I conducted the
examinations by means of written papers, the questious being confined to the work gone through
during the year. In all, 125 boys were examined. Throughout the school the average of marks
obtained is soinewhat low: this is, in part, perhaps due to the fact that in all or most of the
classes there seem to be some boys who take no interest in this subject, or who have neglected it
while pushing themselves ahead in other subjects. This seems the most reasonable explanation of
the circumstance that in Class 1I1., Junior Division (beginners), upon a maximum of 50 marks the
first few boys obtain respectively 46, 46, 35, 35, 30, while in the same class, comprising twenty-six
boys, eight obtain less than 10 each. In the same way, in Class ITI. (Upper Division), boys obtain
34, 81, &c., while out of eighteen boys eight obtain less than 10 marks each. This feature, which
tends greatly to reduce the average of marks, appears more or less in nearly all the' classes; it is
least apparent in Form V. T am glad to be able to note a distinet improvement in the Upper
Fourth. From this class, which sent up twenty-eight boys, I obtained a large number of good
papers, and there was a general improvement in the style in which they were written. The average -
of marks was good, notwithstanding the reduction due to the cause already referred to. In the
Lower Tourth the average was very low. In Form V. I also thought there was some improvement.
The papers were not brilliant, but a good proportion of them showed careful work and obtained a
satisfactory number of marks. I was not nearly so well satisfied with Form VI., the results in
which were disappointing. The highest marks in this class (comprising eleven boys), upon a maximum
of 50, were 40, 33, 30; and some of the papsrs were very carelessly done. In several of the classes
I again met with a difficulty to which 1 had occasion to refer last ycar, namely, a want of intelligens
appreciation of the identity and meaning of words when read together in sentences. This leads to
loose spelling and a great deal of guessing, It had been to some extent remedied by exercising the
boys in dictation, and in one of the lower classes where this had been more attended to the result
was very apparent. I think, on the whole, spelling, including the use of accents, had been more
carefully attended to than last year.

‘German.—In German I examined three classes—namely, Form IV., Form V., Form VI.—in all
comprising twenty-three boys. The average of marks was good in all these classes. In the two
highest forms it was above 37 and 36 respectively, upon a maximum of 50. Several boys obtained
over 40, and one as many as 45 marks. I beg to express my entire satisfaction with the teaching of
this subject.

12th December, 1883. FreDk. CHAPMAN,
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Ghirls’ High School.

French.—1I examined about ninety-two girls by means of written papers based upon the year’s
work. These comprised—Form VI.; Form V., Upper Division ; Form V., Lower Division; Form.
IV., Upper Division; Form IV., Lower Division; Form IIT. In addition to these, several
beginners’ classes, comprising about thirty-four girls, were at my request examined orally in my
presence by their own teachers. I amn pleased to be able to report an improvement upon the result
of last year’s examination. The papers were more accurate, and gave every indication of the work
having been more carefully attended to and more thoroughly done during the year.. This has
resulted in a higher percentage of marks; but, apart from the result of a mere comparison of marks
which I made for my own guidance, but upon which I.do not rely as an absolute test, I was
altogether better satisfied with the style in which the papers were answered. In Form VI. the
average was 28% upon a maximum of 50 as against 24 last year-—a difference of 9 per cent. in favour
of this year. The best papers in this class were a great deal better than last year. In Form Vi,
Upper Division, the marks were nearly the same as last year. Form IV., Upper Division, shows an
improvement equal to 9 per cent. In the junior classes I find a marked improvement. I was also
very well satisfied with the results of the oral examinations conducted by Miss Gillies and Miss
Little, whose work with the beginners’ classes requires and gives indication of a great deal of per-
severance. Throughout the school I find marked improvement in spelling, and very much less
guessing than last year. I do not wish it to be thought that I do not still see a great deal of room
for further improvement. I am satisfied that the standard may and should be considerably raised,
looking at the fact that in this school French is regarded as one of the leading subjects.

German.—1 examined two classes, comprising eight girls, with highly satisfactory results. The
very complex German grammar has been thoroughly mastered, and the girls have learned to apply
it intelligently.

12th December, 1883. "~ Frepxk. CHAPMAN.

7. Proressor Brack’s Report.

The University, Dunedin, 14th December, 1883.
I mave great pleasure in reporting the excellent results obtained in the High Schools’ examination
in chemistry, and herewith enclose in a tabulated form the percentages of marks made by the
upils.

b Of the eleven boys presented from the Sixth Form, four—pamely, Montgomery, Forbes, Allen,
and Copland—received 80 per cent. of marks and upwards; the others ranged from 80 to 77 per
cent., the whole class averaging 62 per cent. These results are most satisfactory, and show not
only very careful, systematic, and intelligent teaching of the subject, but also a clear apprehension,
much study, and an evident love of work on the part of the pupils. The paper set to these boys
covered the same ground as the chemistry required for Junior Scholarships at the entrance exami-
nation of the University of New Zealand.

Ten girls were presented from the Sixth Class, and, of these, Annie R. Truman gained 97 per
per cent. of marks, the others ranging from 36 to 77 per cent.; the whole class averaging 63 per
cent. The paper set to this class was somewhat easier than the boys’ paper. It covered the subject
as required for the matriculation examination of the University of New Zealand. The results are
highly satisfactory, showing a minute and accurate knowledge of the subject.

From Girls’ Clags V. thirty-five candidates gave in papers. Tour of these—O. Mackenzie, K.
Begg, G. M. Wright, and F. Moore—received S0 per cent. of marks and upwards, eight.received
80 to 90 per cent., and the others ranged from 20 to 80 per cent., the whole class averaging 60 per
cent. The paper set to this class was of a more elementary and general character than either of
the others. It covered the ground treated in Roscoe’s ¢ Chemistry” in the Science Primers, and
assumed a general knowledge of the chemistry of fire, air, water, food, breathing, oxygen, hydrogen,
carbonic acid, phosphorus, and a good deal of knowledge of the chemistry of common things.

The results obtained here, as in the other High Schools’ chemistry classes, are such as to show
that the chemistry of the High Schools is in most competent hands, and receives a fair share of the
teaching of this institution.- In conclusion, I must be allowed to say that it is very gratifying to me
to see that chemistry receives so much attention and is so thoroughly taught at these schools.

The Chairman, Board of Governors. JamEs Bracg, Examiner.

- 8. ProrEssor PArRxER’s REPORT.

As far as my, experience goes, the results of this examination show a percentage of passes decidedly
above the average for science examinations in schools. In the Fifth Form. 88 per cent. of the total
number of boys examined have passed, in the Upper Fourth 77 per cent., and in the Lower Fourth
74 per cent. In the Fourth Form none of the boys reach a high standard of excellence, while, on
the other hand, very few sink much below the mirimum for & pass. In the Iifth Form 11 per cent.,
i.e., two ocut of the seventeen examined, obtain over 70 per cent. of the marks, and are placed in the
First Class, their papers being decidedly well done, and giving evidence of accurate observation and
a clear understanding of the subject. Of the two unsuccesstul candidates in this form, oné is only
- a few marks below the minimum, while the other obtained only 8 per cent. of the marks, his paper
being extrernely careless and inaccurate. ' ‘

I am disposed to think it would be an advantage if less importance were given to the niceties of
botanical terminology, and more attention devoted to general morphology and physiology. I was
much disappointed, for instance, by the answers to Questions 4 and 5 in the Fourth Form paper,
and to Question 4 in that for the Fifth Form.

As might have been expected, many of the boys have not yet conquered the habit, which it is
one of the main objects of scientific education to eradicate, of ¢ describing” not merely what they
see, but what they consider they ought to see. Nevertheless it is satisfactory to notice that, as a
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Very general rule, the “ practical ” portion of the papers is much better done than what may be
called the “ book work.” "I find that in the majority of cases the marks for the examinations an
éscription of specimens are considerably higher than those for the other answers, and that, if
marked for their practical work alone, many of the boys would stand in & higher class than that in
which they are placed at present. ‘
Otago University Museum, 14th December, 1883. T. Jurreity PArkER;

SOUTHLAND BOYS' AND GIRLS HIGH SCHOOLS:

1. Governors’ REPORT: e
, . o Invércargill, 96th April, 1884:

Tonstitution, de.; of Bogrd.—At the beginning df the year the following gentlemen cdnipdsed
the Boayd of Governors: Messrs. G. Lidmsden and F. W. Wade; appoirted by the Governnient ;
Messts. T. Watson and D. Ii. Mathesdn, elected By the Bddcation Board ; add Mr. Kingsland;
Mayor of Invercargill. Messrs. Liumsden and Wade were reappdinted by the Goverrmert id
Aiigist. Mr. Lumsden occupied the position of Chairman during the whole of the year. There have
boen sixteen meetings of the Board, at which the attendance has been as follows : M. Matheson,
16 ; Mr. Lumsden, 15; Mr. Watson, 15; Mr. Kingsland, 8; and Mr. Wade, 6.

Schools.—The average attendance at the schools is : Boys, 53; girls, 42. At the close of the
year 1882, Miss Tait, second assistant-teacher, resigned, and early in 1883 Miss M. Bain was
appointed to fill the vacancy. Mr. Tait, drawing-master, resigned at the end of the year, the
appointment of a successor being deferred until the beginning of 1884, With these exceptions, the
staff of teachers remains as at the end of 1882. The Girls’ School has been examined at the end of
each term by Mr. Blanchflower, the Headmaster of the Boys’ School ; but beyond this no examina-
tion or inspection has taken place.. The Board would take this opportunity of again suggesting the
desirability of the appointment by Government of an examiner and inspector for the High Schools.
The appointment of such an officer, this Board is of opinion, would have the effect of materially
increasing the usefulness of the schools, and of establishing confidence in the mind of the public.
The school building having been erected for girls only, great inconvenience is experienced in carrying
on both schools in the same building. In addition to this difficulty there is so little playground that
the pupils are prevented in either school from taking the healthful exercise in play for which ample
provision should be made in every school. The financial position of the Board prevents any step
being taken to provide a separate building for the boys. The number of scholars in each department
is doubtless kept down by this cause.

Reserves.—On the 23rd April the greater part of Run 214, 17,975 acres, was leased in six parts,
at from 2d. to 44d. per acre per annum, for fourteen years; the average rental per acre being nearly
34d. The remainder of the run, containing 179 acres 3 roods 28 perches, is to be sold as a village
settlement. On the date referred to, Section 2, Block LXIV., Invercargill, was sold for £370, on
terms extending over three years. Sections 37 and 88, Wairio, were offered for sale on deferred
payment at £1 10s. and £1 5s. respectively, but were not disposed of,

" The Hon. the Minister of Education. G. Lumsper, Chairman.

2. SrateMENT of RECEIPTS and Expenprtune for the Year ending 31st December, 1883.

Recetpts. £ s d. Haxpenditure., £ s d.
Reserves (secondary) .. . 146 7 1| Bank overdraft from last year - .. .. 170 16 9
Reserves (rents) .. o .. 554 0 1 Reserves .. .. . . 40 3 4
Reserves (sold) .. . .. .. 654 17 4 Statwneryl {(boys) .. .. . 28 111
School fees (boys) .. .. . 461 16 8| Extra subjects (boys) .. . . 8-8 0
Stationery (boys) . . 41 5 9| Cleaning (boys).. " .. N . 28 0 6
Extra subjects (boys) .. .. .. 7 0 O Printing and advertising (boys) .. .. 1815 2
School fees (girls) .. .. .. 380 7 8] Fuel and light (boys) .. . ‘e 1211 5
Stationery:(girls) .. .. . 30 12 2 Salaries (boys) .. .. . . 850 0 0
Extra subjects (girls) .. .. .. 14 0 0 Stationery (girls) o o o 1815 1
Prizes (donations) .. . .. 3 38 0| Extra subjects (girls) .. .. .. 15 8 0
Cleaning (girls).. . . .. 2815 0
Printing and advertising (girls) .. . 23 8 7
Fuel and light (girls) - .. 1211 5
Salaries (girls) ., e .. 614 19 1
Prizes .. r o .. o 1010 0
Furniture and fittings ., . . 13 1 6
Repairs “ .. .. ‘e 1518 9
Insurance .. .. ve e 315 ¢

Secretary’s salary, including office rent, fire,
and light .. .. . - 50 0 0
Interest .. .. .o . 15 9 4

Sundries (examinations, postage- stamps,
&e. . - . . 29 9 &
Balance, bank .. e .. . 280 11 §
Balance, cash ., . . . 4 0 0
£2,293 9 ‘ £2,298 9 9

I have compared this abstract with the Treasurer's books and vouchers, and I certify it to he
correct—H, LivinesTow, Auditor,



3

i ;u{
% 61 «ig__oﬁ 91 088°0'8 € LG8 L TES‘TOT L 09T/0 O BLS'F0 € TO9'SUT 6 SLL'6LF O T mmo.«_ﬁ 6T 0LG°ET6 L m%.mﬁ_,o 9 $68'80T 9T 960°G ° I LB
- ,
6 6 860 _o g 8 S RS 1T LT 1L i ¥ ¥ €98 & L 00h (I L O i .T 0 $¢8 B AT ¥99 ° . *+ 8100708 YSIH PUBIqINog’
¢ g1 %mm_b 0T 678 odwo9s | r,, oT 789°Tl9 €T 096°6 [0 ST 1067 B8 o@.ﬁm,‘ 6 187G 5 T 900 " 6 L 8T | s[00yog YSIH 0580
or v TP __o 0 000'% " . . . 0 FT 98 0T O OE§ - : . 0T 0 088 |0 O 0BF o 0 01 % *t TooYog YSIH TBIIEM
9 €1 666G ,S 6 655 R L S . 0 F %L 8 L LS6 : i €T TIT |TT €T 968 - 0 0 00V ¢ BT G6S |°° To0og YT NACWLL
g 0 s r 8T 10T . Mm L €5 - 9 T 6LT |L €I €LF = Jo 918 .\L LT 9% - . . *+ 1ooqog YSIH WOMTAUSY
9 TI 6% - " . - . 6 9T L6 6 FI 967 [T L 99 . - g 4 T98 o . . - [ooTog YSTH BOIEIV
¥ T 1oLl 0 9T'L f TT 6L - v 0 6T S & T LG% N . M.m % LG5 .. - % B 165 |0 100GOS USIH Semoim
'S B o8l 01 €1 2! Lo . T ¢ €I0°T 3 0TI gL {0 O 0 8 6 LiG T 0 985 - . L 61 89 |USIH ST AO:MMWWD
P W60V | 0161 ST T e 0 TT 0TS 9 %e1°% ° . G 9 GeT'B .. T T L 63 1y sfog yoanyegsuy)
g © "980°Q : ] . o8 wmo.ﬂ,,m LT 9T 0 0 0ST 0 O 0%t . - . 0 0 00§ - -+ (s1app) 9BetIop WOS[ON
:a_éwmdm - “ 45 ¥ 616 1 BTGP 9 B 6G8°TO STOLT'T 9 § ISP'T - 9 8 ¥66 |0 9T B6¥ - 6 T €9F°Ti " A,mmomv&@:oowow@z
0 «woo.i - - . - . 0 g g€8 . ! - - - . 0 0 GMT'I - Y8t STID qowwam:wg
9 % LGL'E _m 6 T3 . o9 BT 0T . 0 L 9S0'G 0T €1 680°T e .- 0T €1 6€0°T - 0 0 00§ . . 0807[0) UOYSUIIOAL
9 4qT m«wd\mw $1 L5% T o sT 09 - . . i L FIFTi0 0 000°T . v oL P | - v 9 ST E¥L |- s[o0ueg USIH etdeN
58 092°C 1T 0 998 - " . 0 OT 084 |8 LT €19 - . & LT €19 : o . 100T(og TermSHpU TaueS B
0T & 9TL'G - P . - . . L €T 085 i L €T 083 - ¢ 6 9E¥'Q e - -+ [ooyog YSTH mMueduem
F 1 78 . 0 0 08T | °C . 0 0 908 [0T & 0FF 0L € 96T . 0 0 ¢7% - - 9 LT 15 | 100yog USTH yinowd(d 4N
+6 8T 1068 - “* 19 9T LS 6 OTS8 . 0 g € |z IT .81 B TIGST - 00 ¢ - 0 9 69 [P 1T 68T |°° 100TPg USIH 1oreBUTYM
88 8 190G - = - " - 0 % TIE 19 8 S0°T i LT 09 - 7 11 766 T 0 0 098 |5 91 0% | 100Uo§ USIH SewWwreqL
75 L 6¥9‘E . 40 QT8I . .. 7 6T 999°T {0 AT 09 0 LT 09 : . . 0 0 000‘T/0T 6T €06 |100YoS YSIH SEID pUepiony
. : Tooyof 3BUL
7% ST €30°0 7 617904 ~ 9 L 881 v . ¢ LT 6ST‘'G 8 BT €81°'Z 0 LT 09 - 8 9T GGI'S . . L T 16, | -ureip pueeSe[[o) PURIIONY’
“ps ¥ ps F pp s sps ¥ pfps FpSF (pvF |PSF pEF PWF P g ps 3 [P's § [P F
s — oot e | g | soptosy | s
Bl I It e e T B - e sroomos
L ysesequl | sx00g Burpasog : ‘b ‘9 g 2 g £q P9IOA. seouw|eg
WL 8L Bl iTr ; ‘0T 6 8 .wuﬁon:“&ocnnm Sor.m G

-ggRY WVEX H0d SI00HOY

AUVANOOES NIVINE] 0 ANOONY



41

& 61 777'6L9 8 ©TEL'Fe 6 980°9)g Ol 609'€F TT 187'G8 6 €9L% B PIS°05TL 8 €95'T0T ¥ YT O 9LS OT TEP'Sll 9 oLS'63T T Les'TS 9 €83°F *° M LN 4
6 6 £65'C (¢ TI 985 " 0TI 60 ¥ 6 ST [p ST 188 ¢T 3¢ 6 0 68 0o OT OT . " T QUESH'T|0 O 08 |6 9T OLT | *° s[ooyog YSIH pueryinog
S ST 188'%8 . . 0T €T 5L0'TiG BT L50°'T|0 O GFT|e €T ZTT'BT€ B 86 (0T LT 390 O ¥8|¢ 9 9Sr'Tp 8T 0FF‘'9 |3 1T TGT . . sjootog Y81y 08e30
0T 7 T98‘% (6 LI 818 . P % F96 ¢ ¢ 6 8 6T 89|T A LLp (€ TI L3 " . . 0 0 00§ |0 O 9T 9 6T FIP‘S ~*  [007og USIH DIeIsM
9 €T Z06'Gl0 BLIT (0 O 008 |8 AT 8 (0 B & [0 % 95{8 6188 3 8T ¢8 J0 8 S0 O 09 T 0 0 £80°G (9 OT 08 . - 100108 YSIH BIABWI],
S 0 84 - . 0 orer [0 8T9 (¢ 9 SB(IT ¢ ¥ 0 FL &I . - " 6 & 099 . S P L3 | [oouog YSIH wopmqusy
9 T183¢ [ 8 19 - TT 0T 0S5 - - - 110 98 . . . 9 11 651 - . . 100708 YSIY BoIBHY
¥ T OLL * e 0T ST 18 " v 9 ¢ €19 .. . .. v 0 0 Sl e o *+ - [ooyog SIH wIotduey
8 % 08815 § ¥ . 7 QT 86T - 119 et - o 8 1 .t ¢ ¥ eT'T (0 0 09 . St SED %Smm%mqo
¥ v OF60'% 9 6T 9TT - g LT 18G [0 ST LS8 8 % 16T - o 3 to1 . 0L 6 €I8‘'Z [0 0 08 - qsig skog %Sm%m%ao
S 0 $80°¢ IT 9T L6B - o 8 92 [0 0 008 [T 3 838 TII8 (7 & Tid - ** |6 6169 |¢ 6T 995‘T 0 0 g5t . ** (SEID) eSeqrop mospeN
TI9 08596 PT LEL . 0 v 899 . * |t orer, |1 ¢ F6 [0 OTBEE0 6 0540 % L8S'H0 & TPL'T 0 € B9l - ** (sfog) ederiop uos[eN
0 G 800G 8 B 99% " L T 6T - 0 % OF 0T L 639G |[IT 6T 66 - . . 9 L 8, 0 T OF . g% SED %MMM%MB
9 © AGL'E . . z 9T 06 [0TO 98¢ |9 LI L8| ST %95 |6 LT 99 (9 9T ¥6 [0 OT 18 - 8 9 €28‘'T % ST 09T 5 61 689 |°* o8a110) To4BUITIEO M
9 ST ¢%9°'6 - - L T T8 . 1T v 65150 F ¥ - . - 0 ¢ TI - . ** spooyog gBIp Te1deN
T 8 093'% ° . 5 1 9 @ T 916 0 9 9]¢ 5 069 |9 6 08 9 T 8I . . 4 OT BATT 0T 3T 09 . 100708 TeIAgsnpuT MuUesuws |
0L 2 9IL‘G [P 9T GOT I8 6 98¢‘¢g . o . . . . . . . L OL%F |8 9. 08 |°° [00Uo§ USTH musSuep
v 1T %88 [T 6 98T e vt o O ¥ 36 % GIT 9 L L 0 0 01 a ot 0 0T 08¢ 0 T ¢1 i 10008 YITH YINOWALT MO N
6 ST T0S 5 9 7198 .. 9 ¥I €T . 016 B 9 L € .. - " 8 9 8T I 3T % . *+ jooTog YSrH rereSweTA
8 8§ L90°G {IT 6 288 " z LI6 |9 0 T |6 ST83|8 OTSYT |0 9 18 0o g 9| 8 9T 136 0 6 9t . +  ooyog YSIH Seureyqy,
% L 679'6 8 ST 096 . . - T YL 6S|T 91 2gg 0T ST 53T ¥ oogr . 10 €80'% . . T00Y9§ YSTH SIILD PUeHony
100708 avwW
v 81 €30°0 |0 ¥T 7% T orL% F [0 € ¥ (I ¢ 09I & T ,671¢ <1 961 9 T 68 .. I 6T 6%S‘¢ |L 3T 088 o -mrexy) pure 030[[0D PUBAONY
“ps 3 {p's ¥ [Pps ¥ |ps F (p's § (p'e F'p's ¥ (PSS F {p's FPpS FP'Ss F pe F [P F PEF
"€881 ‘16 0 : . y . . .mﬂwwmﬂ . ‘soziig |'sesuedxi| . . “| ‘sorreres o
*E88T dvVaX HOd STOOHOS XUVANODEG NIVINN]) A0 WYALICNEIXYH

GroReE DID§BURY, Government Printer, Wellington=—1884, -

By Authority






	EDUCATION: REPORTS OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS. [In Continuation of E.-8, 1883.]
	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables
	SECONDARY SCHOOLS INCORPORATED OR ENDOWED.
	STAFF, ATTENDANCE, FEES, AND SALARIES AT CERTAIN SECONDARY SCHOOLS.
	STAFF, ATTENDANCE, FEES, AND SALARIES AT CERTAIN SECONDARY SCHOOLS— continued.
	Untitled
	Income of Certain Secondary Schools for Year 1883.
	Expenditure of Certain Secondary Schools for Year 1883.


