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their object to give to the colony the opportunity of assisting Great Britain in this great national
work.

2. Her Majesty's Government had considered your despatch and the memorandum with the
attention due to yourself and your 'Ministers, and had prepared an answer to it, but in present
circumstances they think it better to postpone sendingit.

3. With reference, however,to the passage in the memorandum, "it is stated onjupparently
competent authority that the Imperial Government at length, entertain the idea of annexing the
Fiji group," I have to observe that Her Majesty's Govern;nunt havo given no authority to any one
to intimate, on their behalf, any intention to annex those islands.

4. Upon the question of the protection of New Zealand interests in the Navigator Islands, I
have to refer you to my despatch of the 18th of November, No. 79.

I have, &c.
Governor theEight Hon. Sir James Fergusson, Bart. Kimbebley.

IX. -Navigator
Islands.

SeeNo. 7.

No. 10.
Governor Sir James Febgusson to the Eight lion, the Earl of Cabnabvon.

(No. 37.)
My Loed,— Government House, Wellington, New Zealand, 24th June, 1874.

I have to transmit to yourLordship a copy of a memorandumwhich has been addressed
to me by the Premier on behalf of the Ministry, explanatoryof the proposal made to Her Majesty's
Government in my Despatch No. 65, of Ist August, 1873, that, in the event of Her Majesty's
Government not being prepared to undertake any direct responsibilities with respect to the
Navigator Islands, the Government of New Zealand should be permitted to make such arrange-
ments with the chiefs of those islands as would protect New Zealand interests : which proposal the
Earl ofKimberley considered to be too undefined to enable Her Majesty's Government to form an
opinion thereupon.

2. I have so fully describedwhat I believe to be the sentiments of the Government and of the
public of New Zealand upon this subject, and upon the largo questions connected with it, that I do
not think your Lordship will expect me to make any remarks upon the present communication,

I have, &c.
The Eight Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon. James Febgusson.

Enclosure.
Memorandum for His Excellency.

The Premier has the honour to call His Excellency's attention to a despatch from Lord Kimberley (No. 79, 18th
November, 1873), in answer to one from His Excellency (No. 65, Ist August, 1873), communicating, as stated by
Lord Kimberley, the wish of Ministers " that the Imperial Government should at once take steps to prevent the
NavigatorIslands from falling into foreign hands, or should allow the Now Zealand Government to make such arrange-
ments with the chiefs of the islands as will protect Now Zealand interests." Lord Kimberley adds, "As the nature
of arrangements which the Now Zealand Government desires to make with the chiefs of the Navigator Islands is
not stated, Her Majesty's Government are unable to form an opinion upon this application; " but he concludes by
stating, " They would not, however, be disposed to sanction any steps which would lay this country under obligations
to interfere in the affairsof these islands."

2. The conclusion arrived at by Lord Kimberley appeared"so definite that it was not at tho time considered
necessary to enter into explanationsas to tho arrangements tho New Zealand Government desired to make with the
chiefs of the Navigator Islands. It has, however,been pointed out to the Premier that silence on this point might
cause tho correspondenceto appear broken ; and, since the questionof the future of the South Sea Islands has been
taken up in another form, it is well that the pointreferred to by -his Lordship should not be lost sight of.

3. Tho arrangements which the New Zealand Government desired to make with the chiefs depended upon the
countenance which the Imperial Governmentwere prepared to give, or the extent of liberty they were disposed to
allow.

4. Itwould answer no purpose to state tho details of tho contemplated arrangements, nor, indeed, would it bo
possible to do so. But, generally, it may be said that the New Zealand Government desired to prevent tho United
States of America obtaining an actual ascendancy in the Navigator Islands. There can be no question that very
powerful effortswere made to induce the United States to- enter into arrangements which would virtually havo
amounted to a protectorate of the group. Those efforts have not been so much pushed since the vessels of the
San Francisco service havo gone by way of Kandavau; but there is no reason to suppose that tho matter will bedropped.

5. The Government of New Zealand were anxious, as the Premier has stated, to prevent the United States
obtaining an ascendancy. Tho Government were also anxious to make such arrangements with the chiefs as would
induce theni, in the event of Great Britain declining the protectorate of the islands, not to offer their allegiance to
another nation. It is well known that the German residents in the group have pressed their Government to takepossessionof tho islands ; and it is equally well known that the French haverecently shown a desire to extend theirdominions in Polynesia.

0. The value of the Navigator Islands, on account of their resources and their geographical position, as well as,
from the fact that they are supposedto be outside the ordinary hurricane track of the South Pacific, is very great;and it would be very little short of disastrous to the future of New Zealandif a foreign Power should obtain sway inthe Navigator group.

7. The Premier expresses most strongly the opinion of Ministers, that it is desirable His Excellency should ur^e-,
Her Majesty's Government to reconsider their decision, and to arrange for the annexation of these islands.

8. If Her Majesty's Government should be not willing to do so, Ministers—while recognizing the very greatdifficulty of New Zealand making any arrangement with the chiefs in the absence of tho power which the Imperial"Government possess—still consider it desirable that liberty to make arrangements should bo given to the colony,if only with a view of staving off for a l'e\^years the entrance of a foreign Power into the group. During theinterval, Her Majesty's Government might, as in the case of Fiji, see reason to recall their first refusal.]
_9. The arrangements which the New Zealand Government might make would be in the direction of shipping

facilities,arrangements concerning Customs duties, use of ports, and perhaps the admission of chiefs' sons to Nativeschools in New Zealand.
10. Some of these pointsmay be more fully stated, as follows :—
(a.) To make arrangements for securing to shipping from New Zealand the free use of all the ports in tho islands,

See Nos. 7 and 6.


	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

