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Enclosure. VIIL--New
Hebrides.

Mreworanpunm for His EXCELLENCY. -
S1r GEORGE (JRTY presents his respectful compliments to the Marquis of Normanby, and acknowledges the receipt
of the Secretary of State’s despatch of 20th February last, informing this Government that Her Majesty’s Advisers
have agsured the Government of France that Her Majesty’s CGovernment have no intention of proposing to Parlia-
ment any measure having for its object to affect the independence which the New Hebrides Islands now gnjoy.

2. Sir George Grey ventures to point oub that, as he believes, the New Heprides Islands are now a possession of
the British Crown. Refcrence to a Oommhsmn 1ssucd to Sir Gemgo gﬂmy.,’qwm ernor of New Zealand, in 184o (o)
1846 will, he thinks, show that this is the cas L -

Respecmnrr New Caledonia, Sir George Glev would obsmﬁ thag, by the Commission just mentioned,-he was, in

fact, appomted Governor of those islands as a dependency.of New Zealand ; that he proceeded in a small brm to visit
the group as Governor of it, and that he found that f¥8 Frenche=had, a fow days before his arrival, taken possession.
The question of right was, b} agrecment between Sir George Grey and the French Commodore, referred to their
respective Groverniments, and New Caledonia was subsequently relinquished to the Government of France

4. Sir George Grey rospcctfully submits these remarks for the cgnsideration of Her Majesty’s Government, and
requests that the Marquis of Normanby will forward them to the Seeretary of State for the Colonies; and that His ' .
Excellency will also forward the enclosed memorandum by the Attorney-General of New Zealand, upon the subject of
the impolicy of the British Government refusing to extend the protection of England to the New Hebrides group.

Wellington, 14th June, 1878, G. Grauy.

Sub-ITinclostre. -
MrmoraNDUM 7e New Hupripes Grour.

Ix my opinion, it is mueh to be regretted that the Imperial Government should have refused to extend the protection
of England to this group. I do Tt see how the French Goweritment. could interfere. The colonization of New
Caledonia has not been very successful, and, were it not for the ,;WI‘ given to the colony by the ¥rench Government,
it would not, I believe, exist long undel its pLesent management No doubt, if the annexation of the New Hebndes -
group threatened in any way the existence of New Caledonia, or aterfered with its commereial relations, something
might be said against the Iimperial Government interfering. The Marquis d’Harcourt’s letter only states that com-
mercial relations have been established, and that these are rapidly developing; but the trade relations between New
South Wales and New Caledonia, are far more extensive, and the mere fact of New South Wales being an English
colony has not disturbed those relations, nor is it likely to do so.
T think this Government should urge tho Imperial Government to recousider its determinatior.

.

22nd May, 1878. RosurT SToUT.
No. 3.
The Right Hon. Sir M. E. Hicks Bracu to Governor the Most Hon. the Marquis of NoRMANBY.
(No. 48.) , -
My Lorp,— Downing Street, 10th October, 1878.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 21, of the 22nd of
June last, enclosing a memorandum from Sir George Grey, and also one from the Attorney-General
of the colony, with regard to the maintenance of the independence of the New Hebrides Islands.

As regards the opinion expressed by Bir George Grey that the New Hebrides Islands are
already a possession of the British Crown, as indicated by his Commission of Governor of New
Zealand, T bave to observe that by the Act 26 and 27 Vict., c. 23, passed in 1863, the boundaries of
New Zealand are declared to be the 162° east longitude, the 178° west longitude, and the 33° and
53° south latitude. The New Hebrides, therefore, are no longer within the limits of New Zealand ;
-and, as this country has for many years exercised no rights or functions of ownership within the
group, and moreover as, by the Western Pacific Order in Council of 1877, Her Majesty has given to
the natives of those islands protection from the misdeeds of Dritish subjects, and has provided
British subjects with Courts of Justice having civil and criminal jurisdiction, Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, as at present advised, have no intention of proceeding further in the direction of a political
protectorate. oo - T have, &e.

- M. I Hicxs Brach. 2
Governor the Most Hon. the Marquis of N ormanby, G.C.M.G. &e.

No. 4.
The ADMI”\TISTRATOR of the Govezxment to the Right Hon. Sir M. E. Hicks Bracu, Bart,
(No. 16.)
Sir,— Government House, Wellington, 20th March, 1879.

In reference to your Despatch to the Marquis of Normanhy, dated the 10th October, 1878,
and numbered 48, I have now the honour, at the request of Ministers, to forward to you six printed
coples of a memorandum by 8ir George Grey, and also a copy of & memorandum by the Attorney-
General of New Zealand. I have, &c.

The Right Hon. Sir Michael Hicks Beach. ) JaMES PRENDERGAST.

Enclosure 1.
Mrevoranpum for His Excirrinrey

In reply to the Secretary of State’s Despatch No., 48, of the 10th October, 1878, on the subject of the New Hebrides, T~
venture to remark as follows :—

2. I understand it to be admitted thgt the New Hebrides Tslands were a possession of the British Crown, as
indicated by Commissions to several Governors of New Zealand ; but that, the limits of the Colény of New Zealand
having been altered, those islands no longer form a portien of the colonv This fact, however, does not affect the
status of the islands as being a possession of tho Crown, which they may still remain, althougn they have ceased to
be a part of this colony. It appears that Her Majesty’s Government have given to the natives of those islands, as
well as of other islands in the Western TFacifie Ocean, protection from the misdeeds of British subjeets, and hswe
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