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Europeans call there daily. The third is Ba, upon the north-west coast of Viti Levu, where no
European visitors reside, and visitors are rare :—

VI. TheFijis.

Avery fewyears ago the Islandof Ovalau could send out 3,000 fighting men : now it could only
muster 500 by including the lads and old men. This is not a solitary example: the ruined and
desertedvillages throughout the country bear testimony to the disappearance of the race.

John B. Thueston,
Port Levuka, Fiji, 31st December, 1867. H.M. Acting Consul in Fiji and Tonga.

No. 3.
Governor Sir G. P. Bowen, G.C.M.G. to tho Eight Hon. the Earl of Kimbbelby.

(No. 33.)
My Lord,— Government House, Wellington, New Zealand, 27th March, 1872.

1 have the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's information, copies of
correspondence which has passed with Her Majesty's Consul in the Fiji Islands, in consequence of
that gentleman having alleged that men were being enlisted in New Zealand for military service in

2. I caused strict inquiry to be made, with the advice of the Attorney-General, and it will
be perceived, from the official report (Enclosure 4), that there is no foundation for the rumours
referred to by Consul March. I have, &c,

The Eight Hon. the Earl of Kimberloy. G. F. Bowen.

Enclosure 1.
Consul Mabch to the Governor of New Zealand.

Sib,— H.B.M. Consulate,Fiji and Tonga, Ovalau, 11th December, 1871.
From what has come to my knowledge, I have reason to believe that the so-styled Government of Fiji are

endeavouring to raise, among Her Majesty's colonial subjects, a body of men for military service under Thakombau,
one of thekings or chiefs ofFiji. Each volunteeris to receive a grant of land in return for his services.

It is stated that several recruits have already been, made at the Thames and in Auckland, and that a member of
the staff of the Thames Volunteers is taking a loading part in the enlistment.

Your Excellency is doubtless aware of the movement initiated for the establishment of a Government in these
islands. The group has always been under the control of several independent chiefs ; and, although Thakombau's
advisers have lately proclaimed him " King of Fiji," his right to that title is disputed. It is to compel these
independent chiefs to submit to him that an army is being raised.

I deem it my duty to report this circumstance to your Excellency, as Ibelieve it involves a breach of the Foreign
Enlistment Act. I have, &c,

His Excellency Sir Goorgo F. Bowen, G.C.M.G. Edwaed Match,
Governorof New Zealand. H.M. Consul.

Enclosure 2.
The Govebnob of New Zealand to Consul Mabch.

Sie,— Government House, Wellington, New Zealand, 22nd January, 1872.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on this day, of your letter of the 11th December ultimo,stating that you have been informed that several recruits have been made in this colony, at the Thames and at

Auckland, for the service of Thakombau, of Fiji; and that a member of the staff of tho Thames Volunteers is taking
a leading part in the enlistment.

The Colonial Government will cause inquiry to be made as to these alleged facts,and will take tho opinion, of
the Attorney-General on the questions of law involved. I have, &e.,

Edward March, Esq. H.B.M. Consul,Fiji. G. F. Bowen.

Enclosure 3.
Opinion of Attobney-Genebal.

Wellington, 12thFebruary, 1872.
I think the alleged enlistment, if without the consent of Her Majesty, is a breach of "The Foreign Enlistment 4.ct
1870." ' 'The Act provides that if any person without the license of Hoi- Majesty, and being a British subject, accepts
any engagement in the military service of any " foreign State " at warwith any " foreign State " at peaco with HerMajesty, or, whether a British subject or not, induces others to enter such service, ho shall be guilty of an offence.

The term " foreign State " includes any " foreign Prince " or any part of any province or people or any person
exorcising or assuming to exercise powers of Government in any foreign country orover any part of any province or
people.

These words seem sufficient to include the state of things existing in the Fiji Islands. I think, therefore,thatinquiry should bo made, and, if it bo found to be true that any such enlisting has been practised, that a notice should
be issued, warning the public against it, and the officer of Volunteers referred to, if found out, should be warned
against proceeding in such a matter. _^i, notwithstanding the warning, the practico is continued, I think that a
prosecutionshould bo instituted.

If on inquiry the allegations contained in this letter are not borne out, it will bo unnecessary to take any steps.
I think the writer should be informed of what is intended to be done, and thanked for his information.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. j, P&ekdeegasi.
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