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There is some very good timber in this block; although a birch forest, it contains a considerable
mixture of red pine ; and in the immediate vicinity of the coast there is a large quantity of most
excellent iron-wood. From Wairaurahiri Biver to Sandhill Point, a distance of, say, seven miles,
the level land is very good, but it narrows down considerably to a strip of about three-quarters of a
mile wide, a little broken and ridgy, and covered with mixed bush of rather an inferior nature. I
may here mention that the land immediately on the coast-line from Big Biver to Sandhill Point
maintains a pretty uniform elevation of about 100 feet. The land between Sandhill Point and
the big bight in Te Waiwai Bay, a distance of, say, eight miles, is similar in quality and breadth to
the preceding block, but considerably steeper, and covered with a mixed bush probably of an im-
proving nature. Immediately behind Mussel Beach I noticed some good red pine, which appeared
to run up the spurs some distance towards the Hump. I presume a report has already been made
on the land from the big bight in Te Waiwai Bay to Waiau Mouth, a distance of eleven miles, but I
may mention that it is similar in quality and breadth to that between Waiau Mouth and Orepuki.
Between Te Waiwai Bay and the east arm of Hauroto Lake it appears to be poor, mossy, ridgy
land, covered mostly with birch. There is some red pine on the spurs adjacent to the south side of
the east arm of the lake, but no great quantity. It will be seen that there is a strip of good land in
breadth, about one mile, running along the coast from Waiau Mouth to Big Biver, which will at
some future date, no doubt, be used for settlement. The great drawback is there are no harbours in
the whole distance (about forty miles), but there are a number of good boat-landings in northerly
and easterly weather. From Puysegur Point to head of Long Sound, although bordered the whole
distance with timber, it is of no commercial value, being principally birch and of a very inferior
description, and in the interior it is even of a more inferior nature, consisting mostly of stunted
birch and bog pine.

Lakes.—Hauroto is about twenty-two miles long by about one wide, and covers an area of about
17,000 acres. Poteriteri Lake is about eighteen miles by one, and next in size isLake Hakapoua,
at the head of Big Biver, which is about four and a half miles long by half a mile wide, and is tidal.
There are a number of other lakes scattered throughout the country, but none of them are of any
great size.

Birds.—l didnot see any that are not common to the high country ; kiwis are not very numerous
in the interior, but kakapos are very plentiful in most places. No signs of the takahe (Notomis
Mantelli), but I am led to believe that this bird is more likely to be found in the country west of
Lake Te Anau. I may mention that the rabbits have not yet reached the Princess Mountains, but
there are a few round the south-east side of Lake Hauroto, and I saw traces of them on the east
side, as far up as opposite Caroline Peak; but I neither saw them nor their traces on the Billow
Mountains opposite the above-mentioned peak.

All through the interior I take the rock to be mica schist and gneiss, the latter probably a
white granite. From a point about two miles up Long Sound from Kisbee Bay the formation
changes to sandstone, slate, and granite, and this extends along the coast, with an occasional break
of conglomerate, to about three miles east of Big Biver. From here to Sandhill Point a bed of
drift gravel 20 to 50 feet deep overlies a soft slate formation. A mile or two east of Windsor Point I
noticed on the beach a seam of coal cropping out, and this I presume is a continuation of the coal
worked some years ago at Preservation Inlet. In concluding this report I may say that the country
to north of that which I have gone over appears equally rugged, of about the same altitude, but
probably more rocky and destitute of vegetation.

I have, &c,
J. Spence, Esq., Chief Surveyor. John Hay, District Surveyor.
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