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No. 1.
Extract from Sixth Annual Report of the Minister of Education.
The institution at Sumner for the education and training of deaf-mutes has

now been in successful operation for upwards of three years. A year ago the
number of pupils was 24; it has now increased to 31. Fifteen of these are boys,
and 16 are girls. The following are the provincial districts from which the pupils
have been sent: Auckland, 7 ; Hawke's Bay, 1; Wellington, 2; Otago, 10; and
Canterbury, 10. The thirty-first pupil is a deaf-mute girl who has been sent from
Adelaide, South Australia, to study under Mr. Van Asch. For a portion of the
past year the Director had the aid of two assistants. He reports that there is
every reason to expect an accession to the number of pupils in the course of the
present year, and he represents the necessity of making provision for the employ-
ment of a third assistant, the peculiar difficulty and laboriousness of the work
being such as to render it almost impossible for one teacher to do justice to more
than ten pupils.

The method of instruction is that which is known as "' the articulation
method," by which deaf-mutes are trained to the use of the organs of speech, and
learn both to speak, in the ordinary sense of the word, and to understand (from
the motion of the lips) the speech of others. The use of finger-signs or other
means employed as substitutes for speech is strictly excluded. The course of
instruction includes reading and writing in the first instance, followed by English
composition, arithmetic, geography, history, drawing, elementary science, &c.
The girls are also instructed in sewing, knitting, and other useful domestic accom-
plishments.

The pupils, who are all resident boarders under the watchful supervision of
Mr. and Mrs. Van Asch and the assistants, occupy three separate dwellings
situated at convenient distances from one another. There is also a detached
sckoolhouse. This arrangement is in several respects better adapted to the
purposes of such an institution than if one large building only were made use of,
affording, as it does, excellent facilities for satisfactory separation according to
sex and age. Besides the gardens attached to the residences, there are an ample
playground and abundant facilities for recreation purposes. The locality is
salubrious, as has been testified by the general good health of the children. The
institution is subject to regular medical inspection, and it is visited from time to
time by the Minister of Education and officers of the department. The ability
and zeal of the Director are deserving of high commendation; and he has been
well seconded in his efforts to promote the welfare of the pupils by Mrs. Van
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