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The number receiving instruction in several of the subjects is larger in pro-
portion to the number on the rolls than it was last year. This is especially the
case with respect to writing and arithmetic, and to a less extent as regards
drawing, object lessons, and vocal music. The number of scholars not learning
writing at the end of the year was 997, and the number not taught arithmetic
1,999. The corresponding numbers for 1881 were 3,065 and 5,038 respectively.
In the Education Districts of Auckland, Hawke's Bay, Westland, and Otago every
scholar is returned as learning writing and arithmetic as well as reading. In
the previous year this was the case in the Hawke's Bay District only.

Number op Public Schools.
The number of public schools reported as being in operation at the close of

1882 was 911, being an increase of 42 during the year. A return of the schools
in the several education districts, with a statement of the expenditure on each for
the year, and of the names, status, and rates of emoluments of the teachers
employed in them during the last quarter, is given in the Appendix, Table No. 9,
pages 9-43. The following table furnishes information on various particulars
relating to the schools in the different education districts : —

TABLE E. —Number of Schools Open at the End of 1882.
(In this enumeration every two half-time schools are reckoned as one school.)

Although it might be thought that the educational wants of a number of the
more sparsely-peopled localities could be fairly overtaken by means of half-time
schools, yet it is evident that such schools are regarded with growing disfavour
by the parents. In the course of thp year their number has been reduced by a
half. In the District of Auckland, where there has always been the largest
proportion, the number has fallen from 37 to 20, and in the District of Taranaki
from 6to 2. There are no half-time schools in any of the other districts except
in that of North Canterbury, where there is one. The increase on the whole of
the schools for the year is in almost exact proportion to the average attendance.
The number of schools with a less average attendance than 15 has risen from 40
to 46; those having an average attendance of 500 or upwards have increased
from 14 to 19.

The question of meeting the educational wants of the children in remote
and sparsely-peopled localities is one of considerable difficulty, and, as a rule, has
been dealt with by the Boards in a liberal spirit. The Board of the Auckland
District refers to the subject as follows: "The Board has received a large
number of applications for the establishment of small schools in remote country
districts. Great care is accessary in dealing with them. It is difficult to avoid,
on the one hand, cases of hardship to individuals, and, on the other, the
multiplication of small schools to an extent beyond the means of the Board to
maintain. In a few cases a capitation grant of £4 a year on the average attend-
ance is sufficient to meet present requirements, and aid is given accordingly
under section 88 of the Act; but in many cases, after the fullest inquiry, the

Education Districts.
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Totals for 1882
Totals for 1881

911
869

68,288
64,744
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