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TABLE A.—School Attendance.

It will be seen that the number of new admissions for the year was less by
3,088 than in the previous year, while the number of children leaving the schools
was greater than in 1880. Very little weight attaches to these numbers, because
many children are transferred from school to school during a year, and the atten-
dance of many is so irregular that they come within the operation of the rule
which requires that a child absent for a whole quarter shall, when the quarterly
return is made up, be regarded as having left. In the first case the same child is
counted both among those that have left and among those that have been admitted,
and in the other case he is so counted if he return to school before the endof the year.
The sum of the number at the beginning of the year (74,359) and the number
admitted during the year (46,206) is 120,565; and as the whole population
between five years and fifteen was estimated at 124,561 on the 31st December,
1880, and at 128,683 a year later, it follows that if some of the admissions and
withdrawals were not attributable to the causes here assigned the number of indi-
vidual children under instruction in the public schools during the year would be
almost equal to the whole number of children of school-age in the colony. There
is at present no means of ascertaining how many of those reported as withdrawn
have been subsequently readmitted. The fair presumption is that the number is
very great, that many children are grossly irregular in their attendance, and that
undue advantage is taken of the unrestricted right of removal from one school to
another. Of those on the rolls at the end of 1880, as many as 8,042 were struck
off as not attending during the first quarter of 1881, and 37,005 (including 27
who for the purposes of this report are to be reckoned as having left, being under
five years of age) have since been removed from the rolls, so that 45,047 (consider-
ably more than half the number at any time on the rolls) have nominally left
school in twelve months.

The following table is interesting as showing an increase in the number of
Maori and half-caste children attending the public schools, the increase being,
however, chiefly in the attendance of half-castes. The increase might easily be
made much larger but for the unwillingness of many parents of both races—
European and Maori—to allow their children to be taught in schools equally open
to them all. In some Maori settlements that are too small, and too near to public
schools, to be regarded as entitled to have Native schools established in them, the
children are growing up in ignorance, being either withheld or excluded from the
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