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Return of Batteries, &c, on 31st March, 1879.

* Twelve pans, two tables.

On application made, the Government reserved, for tho purposes of prospecting, an area of ground
half a milewide, extendingfrom theKaraka Creek to tho Tararu Creek. I regret to say no company
has yet been formed to carry out the work. It will be unfortunate if this cannot be done, as this is a
most promising scheme for developing the inland portion of this part of the district, on which compara-
tively little work has been done, and that near the surface. This scheme would develop the ground at
low levels, from which operations could be carried on very cheaply and expeditiously by driving from
both sides withrock-drills worked by compressed air from water-enginesor water-wheels, which could
be erected on both the Tararu andKaraka Creeks.

Gold has been obtained in various parts of the reserve, and, as I mentioned previously in
my report on the Waiotahi District, the run of gold-bearing country leading towards the head of the
Karaka Creek passes right through it. 1 have, &c,

James M. McLaren,
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Mining Inspector.
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Total 646 234 | 1,139 326 1,465 657 354 155 299
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