I.-8. 4

No. 179, Session II.—Petition of WiLLiam SowersY GREENVILLE, of the Thames.

TrE Gold Fields Committee, to whom was referred the above petition, praying for a reward as one of
the original prospectors for gold on the Thames Peninsula, has directed me to report thereon as
follows :—

That petitions of a similar nature have been frequently considered by your Committee during the
last few years.

That your Committee has never seen fit to disturb the original award made by the local authorities
of Auckland in 1870, or to justify your Committee in reporting that such award was in any degree
unfair as between the respective claimants.

Your Committee has therefore no recommendation to make.

7th November, 1879.

“Tgrg MInes Acr 1877 AmenpMENT AcT, 1879.”

TrE Gold Fields Committee, to whom was referred the Mines Act 1877 Amendment Bill, by order of
reference of date 22nd October, 1879, have directed me to report that they have gone through the
Bill, and recommend that it be passed with the amendments as shown in the copy of the Bill
accompanying this report.

13th November, 1879.

“ Tag Miners’ Rigars Fees Repvcrion Acr, 1879.”

Trg Gold Fields Committee, to whom stands referred the Miners’ Rights Fees Reduction Bill, have
directed me to report that they have gone through the Bill, and recommend that it be passed without

amendment.
13th November, 1879.

“Tae Mivive CoMPANIES Act 1872 AMENDMENT AcTt, 1879.”

Tae Gold Fields Committee, to whom stands referred the Bill intituled * The Mining Companies Act
1872 Amendment Act, 1879,” have gone through the Bill, and have directed me to report the same
with the amendments shown in the copy accompanying this report.

18th November, 1879.

No. 203, Session II.—Petition of Srmox Fraser, of Aldershot, in the Suburbs of Auckland.

Tre Gold Fields Committce, to whom was referred the above petition, praying for a reward for dis-
covering the West Taieri Gold Field, have directed me to report:—

That your Committee, in 1876, inquired into and reported upon the claim advanced by the peti-
tioner, declining to review the decision arrived at by the Provincial Government of Otago.

Your Committee see no further reason now advanced by the petitioner to justify them in re-opening
a question settled by the local Legislature many years betore the abolition of the Provincial Govern-
ments. They therefore have no recommendation to make.

19th November, 1879.

OrpEr of REFERENCE, dated 29th October, 1879, relative to Amendments in “ The Mines
Act, 1877.”

Ordered, * That it be an instruction to the Gold Fields Committee to consider, in & i i
amending ¢ The Mines A‘ct, 1877, clauses to the effect that all leases hercaftere;raigtzgﬂglgsﬁii;n znl:;::ll:u('zfl?;?%h?:
gold) s}.ml‘l contain provisions for insuring the efficient working of such minerals; and also reserving to the Crown the
right within proclaimed gold fields to grant to persons, other than the lessees, the right to mine for gold.”—(Mr. Gbbs.)
Tae Gold Fields Committee, having taken into consideration the instruction conveyed to them b
order of reference dated 29th October, 1879, relative to amendments in “ The Mines Act, 1877.” 'and
examined Mr. Gibbs, M.H.R., thereon, and having ascertained that the leases which are co’mplail,led of
as locking up land agaiust the gold-miner were executed under “The Nelson Waste Lands Act
1874,” and not under the Acts now in force regulating the leasing of land for mining purposes, have
no recommendatiort to make. . ’

19th November, 1879.

No. 178, Session II.—Petition of Davio McCrrapy, of Kyeburn Diggings.

Tue Gold Fields Committee, to whom was referred the above petition, praying that instructions be
issued so that he may secure or be allowed to purchase certain land, have directed me to report that
your Committee are of opinion :— ‘
That the petitioner should be allowed to sccure a title to the land he has occupied against all
others, except the miners who may require such land or some portions thereof for mining purl?)oses
That it is not desirable that the Kyeburn District should remain a proclaimed district for the
grangrﬁg th(;rein of homcsteia;ds under “ The Mines Act, 1877 " (clause 66).
at there seems to be no power to revoke pr ati
of « Theyiere sdems o, P proclamations once gazetted under clause G6
That, in the opinion of your Committee, a sufficient area of land at Kyeburn Diggines, includi
the land held by the petitioner, should be dealt with as a mining reserve,yso that tfg lsgti,tigi](e]: d'::;;gl
others similarly situated may obtain leases under clause 59 of “ The Mines Act, 1877,”
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