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NEW ZEALAND.

METHODS FOR DIMINISHING THE RABBIT
NUISANCE

(PAPERS RELATING TO).

Presented to both Souses of the General Assembly by Command ofSis Excellency.

No. 1.
The Agent-General to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

7, Westminster Chambers, Victoria Street, "Westminster, S.W.,
Sir,— 15thNovember,1876.

Ihave thehonor to inclose to you a copy of a letter whichIhave received from Mr.Alfred
Newton, of Magdalene College, Cambridge, Professor of Zoology in the. University, suggesting a
method which he hasknown to be tried with advantage for diminishing the number of rabbitson the
property of Mr. Bartlett,of Thetford; andIappend a copyof my reply.

2. Mr.Campbell, of Buscot,having announced his intention of sending a number of stoats to the
colony for the purpose of being enlarged on an estate much overrun with rabbits,an inquiry was
addressed to me by the Colonial Office as to the necessity for proceeding to such extreme measures.
Isubmitted,inreply,a copy of the Parliamentary Paper on the Eabbit Nuisance (N.Z., 1876,1. 5.), to
exhibit the extentof damages which the propagationof these animals has caused.

3. Themethod suggestedby Mr.Newton may perhaps be beneficially tried in particular localities.
Iwill forward, as soon asIreceive them, the further plans and information which he promises to
send me. .Ihave,&c,

W. Tyrone Power,
TheHon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Agent-General.

Enclosure 1in No. 1.
Mr. Newton to the Agent-General.

Sir,— Magdalene College, Cambridge,sthNovember, 1876.
My brother-in-law,Mr.Charles Cox,has sent me your letter to him of the 3rd instant,in

reference to a suggestion.l made to him with regard to a mode of catching rabbits, which it seems to
me might well be tried inNew Zealand.

This mode was successfully used for many years some timeago by Mr. Bartlett of Thetford, then
the occupier of one of the largest rabbit-warrens in England. Mr. Bartlett has since left Thetford,
andIamnot certainwhere he isnow living,butIhopein a few days to be inpossession of hisaddress,
whenIwillimmediatelycommunicatethe information to you.

Though, from living in the neighbourhood, and constantly visiting his warren,Iwas then very
familiar with the method used, so long a time has since elapsed thatIfearIshould be unable to
describe the apparatus quite correctly. It is exceedingly simple, but yet requires a somewhat nicety
of construction to insure its working well. Iam therefore desirous that you should get precise par-
ticulars ofit fromMr.Bartlett himself,but in the meantime Iwill trv to give you somenotice of it.
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Pieces of ground—perhaps 30 or 40 yards in diameter—are enclosedby a common warren bank of
turf, and capped in the usual way with furze. Insideeach of these en-

v^""^ closures,and immediately adjoining the bank, a pit some 5 or 7 feet deep is
/ dug,and covered(with the exception"of a man-hole having a boardedlid)
/ \ with brushwood laidon a few poles put at the point of contact between
/ ~ \ the pit and the enclosing bank; a hole (like an ordinary rabbits' hole)is

Jj I made through the latter. For about half the length of this hole itsbottom
V ,dg%. I is formed by the natural surface of the ground,but about the remaining

A \ Vk* ~1) J a^ 'ias e So^ SCOOPed avvay sufficiently to allow of a tip-board working~~ y on a pin or pivot to be introduced. The inner endof this tip-board hangs
/^»a- -^»^ overthepit, andthe top and sides of the hole are here also boarded. The-jj/ tip-board is slightly weighted at its outer end to restore it to its original
GroundPlan of Tipc. position ofbalance,and its inner end restsupon a woodenbutton,attached

A Warren. B Enclosure C Pit. t fae rQof Qf f^e „}(. |jut w],eu t}ie tipe IS Wanted for USC the button is.1) Man-hole in cover of pit. E En- J f »>.r
trance for rabbits. turned andthe tip-board swings treely. About halt way betweenthe pivos
on which it turns, and the inner end, a bit of wood is fixed vertically, to get over which the rabbit it
forced to jump,and thus insures the successful action of the apparatus when set, for then the animal
alighting plump uponthe endof the tip-board is at once toppled into thepit below.

These tworude sketches may show themanner of operation so far, but much of course depends
on the proportion of the different parts ;and these,Ihope,may be obtained (or possibly evenworking
drawings) from Mr.Bartlett.

It remains to be said that the rabbits are induced to feed within the enclosure by turnips or the
likebeing strewn at first near the entrancehole, and also inside. When it is foundthat they freely
avail themselves of the opportunities, the button is turned and every rabbit that enters, instead of
passing on to feed, as he hadbeen accustomed to do, finds himself sent headlong into the pit, whence
he andhis fellows maybe taken nextmorningby the warreuer,who obtains access to the pit through
the man-hole.
IbelieveIamnotmistaken whenIsay that somehundred or more have been taken in a single

ni^ht in one of these tipes, and the tipes may beconstructed as close to one another as seems requisite.
There is a further advantage in this method, in that it causes no alarm to the survivors, who are of
course in utter ignoranceof the fate of their comrades.

Enjoying, asIdo, the privilege of beingau honorary member of the New Zealand Institute,I
deemit right to do anything inmy powerto advance the interests of the colony. Ifully see the need
of some steps being taken to stop the devastation caused there by the rabbits, butIfeel most strongly
the short-sighted impolicy which would attempt to check the plague by the introduction of a far
greater evil.

Ihave,&c,
Sir Tyrone Power, K.C.B, Alfred Newton.

Enclosure 2 in No. 1.
The Agent-Genebal to Mr. Newton.

7, "Westminster Chambers, VictoriaStreet, Westminster,S.W.,
Dear Sir,— 14th November, 1876.

Iam exceedingly obliged to you for your interestingletter of sth instant,on the subject of
the Australian and New Zealand rabbitpest, whichIshouldhave acknowledged sooner,butIdelayed
in the hope ofshortly getting the further communication on the subject whichyouhoped to be enabled
to give,and for whichIshall bemuch obliged if you obtain it.
Ishall communicate the particulars of your plan to the colony, to be used wherever practicable,

butIfear it is one more suitable to a warren,or to any place where the rabbitsare tolerably concen-
trated, than to the circumstances in New Zealand, where the rabbits are very widely disseminated
through the wild scrub, rocks, and mountains, over a very considerable surface of perfectly wild
country, with very few inhabitants, and used chiefly for sheep and cattle runs.

With many thanks, pray believe,dear Sir,
Tours, &c.,

A.Newton Esq.,M.A. W. Tteone Power.

No. 2.
The Agent-General to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaby.

7, Westminster Chambers, A'ictoria Street,"Westminster,S.W.,
Sib,— 22udNovember, 1876.

Adverting to my letter of the 15th instant, No. 868, respecting the method of trapping
rabbits in this country,Inow have the honor to forward copies of further correspondence on the
subject, containingthe additional information and plans which Mr.Newton had led me to expect,and
to whichIreferredinmy letter.

Ihave, &c,
W. Ttbone Powek,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,"Wellington. Agent-General.
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Enclosure 1in No. 2.
Mr. Newton to the Agent-Geneeal.

Sie,— Magdalene College,Cambridge, 14th November, 1876.
In fulfilment of the promise Imade whenIhad the honor of writing to you on the sth

instant,Iapplied to Mr.Bartlett for further details of the mode of taking rabbits in tipes, whichI
then attempted to describe to you.
Inow forwarda letterI.have received from that gentleman and its accompanying plans, whichI

trust willmore fully explainhis method, andmay be of service to the people ofNew Zealand.
Iwould observethatIdo not shareMr. Bartlett'sdoubts as to the difficulties attending the suc-

cessful practice by any one else of his method. Such doubts arepardonable,if not to be expected,
from the inventor of aningenious device, thoughIshould be the last person to suppose that it could
be used without some trials,and the experience which those trials would give.
Ihave,however,especially to call your attention to what Mr. Bartlett writes of a trapping-bank,

constructedon the improved principle which he describes. In my former letterIthinkIsaid thatI
believedno one to have such an extensive and accurate knowledge of rabbitsas him, andIam quite
willing to recommend his suggestion even to the exclusion of my own, thoughIsee no reason why
both shouldnotbe tried. Ihave,&c.,

Sir W. Tyrone Power, K.C.B. Alfeed Newton.

Sub-Enclosure to Enclosure 1 in No. 2.
Mr. Babtlett toMr. Newton.

Mydeae Sie,— 13th November, 1876.
Ihave been so much engaged this week thatIhave had no time to spare for thinking over

how to illustrate tipes and tiping. Isend you a rough sketch,* if you think you canmake out what it
means. Iconclude they would in New Zealand make the enclosure of wood,if so, mould must be
placedinside to admitof a ready egressfrom the enclosure, or if they get frightened they'll be a long
whilebefore they go in again. Ihave no faith in tiping answeringinNew Zealand,so much depends
on the little things pertaining to it,and only those who have by observationandexperience arrivedat
the knowledge,can tell how cunning and how sensitive a rabbit is. Were it my case in New Zealand,
Ishouldbuy 10 dozen good bow springed traps (theseIcan tellyou where to get made),procurea few
hundredyards of 2-ft. wirenetting,have a double furrow ploughed round against the living location
of the rabbits,place the wire netting on the top of the double furrow,imbedding thenetting some two
or three inches in the furrow,andif the rabbits be very numerous cut lots of gaps in the furrow below
the wire netting and trap at these gaps. It is in fact the best of trapping-banks. A cleverMaori
would in three days learn how to trap as well as our countrybumpkins would in three years. Your
wirenetting can always be moved so that no great quantity would be wanted to drive a large estate." Ihave,&c,

HeneyA.Baetlett.

Enclosure 2 in No. 2.
The Agent-Genebal to Mr. Newton.

7,"Westminster Chambers, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W.,
Mydeae Sib,— 15th November,1876.

Ibegto acknowledge with many thanks your letter of 14th instant—with an enclosure from
Mr.Bartlett, to whomalsomy thanks are due—relative to the trapping of rabbits ona large scale.
Iwillsend copies of these papers to the New Zealand Government by the outgoing mail, foruse

in the colony, if found to be suitable to the local circumstances; but Iown thatIthink,however
applicable to awarren, or to any circumstances where the rabbits are to a certain extent localized, the
plans wouldnot be found of much practical use where the rabbits are so disseminatedthroughout the
country as they are in NewZealand and the Australian colonies.
Iam sure,however, thatin some places,and in agricultural lands, the plans maybe veryusefully

applied. Pray believe me,
Tours, <&c,

A.NewtonEsq., M.A. W. Tyeone Powee.

Enclosure 3 in No. 2.
Mr. Newton to the Agent-Geneeai.

Deab Sib,
— Magdalene College,Cambridge,17th November,1876.

Our last letters (of the 14th) crossed in the post. Inow send you some further particulars
whichIthismorning received from Mr. Bartlett, and doubt not that they are worthy of your best
attention.
Iam very glad to think that you wereinterested in my account of the tipes, andIthink that this

mode of catching rabbits,on Mr.Bartlett's improved trapping-bank,may be found sufficient to remove
the injury, without having recourse to the expedient of letting loose ferrets, stoats,or other predatory
beasts, which cannot fail eventually to produce far greatermischief than that which they are intended
to remedy. * See planaat end.
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Iknow that the Colony of New Zealand has been at a very considerableexpense in introducing
pheasants,partridges, and various other birds,but all this will have been incurred to nopurpose if
they are to be followed by their enemies, for ferrets and stoats areeverybit as destructive to them—
especially such birds as have their nests on the ground—as to rabbits. In proof of which is the fact
that theseMxistelidcß havebeen almostextirpated in everygame preserve inEngland, and there is no
gamekeeperin this country who does not wageincessantwar against them. Thenative birds of New
Zealand also are still morecertain to fall aprey to them than the introducedkinds,and their import-
ance to thecolonial farmers, ifnot as yet fully appreciated, is sure to be so when,in consequence of
their extinction,a plague of insects, far worse than that of rabbits, will assuredly be felt,

Ihave,&c,
Sir "W. Tyrone Power, K.C.B. Alfred Newton.
P.S.—Since writing the foregoing, our last post has brought me your letter of the 15th. On

this Iwouldbeg leave to remark, that so far as my ownexperience goes—which Imust say is,in this
matter, not inconsiderable—the method of catching rabbits by means of a trapping-bank can be
effectuallyused in the mostopen country,and, as a matter of fact, is neverresorted to onan enclosed
warren. Ifeel very sure,therefore, that this method could be put into operation iuNew Zealand with
success. Alfred Newton.

Enclosure 4 in No. 2.
Mr. Baetlett to the Agent-Genebal.

Mt dear Sib,— 16th November,1876.
The address of the trap-makerIhand you overleaf. Iwould not advise any one to buy a

cheap article,more particularly to send such a distance as New Zealand. Have chains and a ring
affixed to eacli trap;butIwouldnot have an iron stake—in such acountry wood is so common they
can make stakes thus ~^>- Yousee this is put through the ring and driveninto the ground,
and whenanything is caught it can work round the peg, and so not wring off, as these bow-spring
trapshave noring as a safeguard. When setting my man had a link open at one end, resembling very
much a small magnet. Imention this because a prejudice is easily established against such traps as
are veryliable to catch the fingers of the setter; and of course all properly set traps want to be set
somewhat ticklish. You ought, in anyinstructions sent out, to remind the instructed the rabbits
ought to be alloweda few nights to run through the gaps in the furrow ; they willtrap three times as
well. A great many inay be caught by a well-ploughed-up furrow so gapped without wirenetting.

Ihave,&c,
Heney A. Baetlett.

Instettctions foe Teappee.
Let the trap be adjusted so as to spring lightly. Take care the earthbe fine, and free from sticks

and long grass with which the table and jaws of the trap are covered. Forcomfort insetting,slide
the link made thus CZ overthe spring next the jaws, and remove it when set. Traps of best sort
ought to be 365. per dozen.

Samuel Geiffiths,
Trap-maker,

Wednesfield Heath, Wolverhampton.

No. 3.
The Hon. C. C. Bowen to the Agent-General,London.

Sir,— Colonial Secretary's Office, "Wellington, 23rd January,1877.
Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 906, of the 22ndNovember,

and to request that you will be good enough to convey to Professor Newton the thanks of the Govern-
ment for the trouble hehas taken in forwardinginformation as to trapping rabbits.

His letters willbeprinted and circulated in the colony wherever they may be useful.
Ihave,&c,

The Agent-General for New Zealand,London. Chas. C. Bowen.

No. 4.
The Agent-General to the Hon. the Colonial Seceetaby.

7, "Westminster Chambers, VictoriaStreet, "Westminster, S.W.,
Sib,— 12thDecember,1876.

Incontinuation of my letter of the 22nd November,No. 90G,Ihave the honor to enclose you
a further letter, whichIhave received from Mr. AlfredNewton, of Magdalene College,Cambridge,
with its enclosure, containing suggestions by Mr. Marlborough Pryor, late Natural Science Fellow of
Trinity Collegein the sameUniversity, on the subject of the extirpation of rabbits.

Ihave, &c,
W. TyeonePower,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,"Wellington. Agent-General.
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Enclosure in No. 4.
Mr. Newton to the Agent-Genebax.

Deae Sie,— Magdalene College,Cambridge,Bth December,1876.
Ibeg leave to enclose and to recommend to yournotice a letterfrom Mr.MarlboroughPryor,

lateNatural (ScienceFellow of Trinity College in this University, and an exceedingly goodpractical
naturalist as well as sportsman. He has taken considerable interest in the New Zealand rabbit
question, andIforwarded to him for perusal the report you were so good as to have sentme a short
time ago.

The suggestions contained in his letter seem to be eminently practical,andImayadd that Mr.
Pryor has a personal knowledge of the class of men of whom he writes,having passed much of his
youth withhis lategrandfather,Mr. W. Birch,of Wortham Hall,nearThetford. My own experience,
gained by living over thirty years in the same neighbourhood,where there areperhaps more rabbits
than elsewhere inEngland, entirelybears out Mr.Pryor's, andIhave not the least doubt that half a
dozen, or even fewer, well-chosen warreners from the neighbourhood of Brandon and Thetford, acting
as Mr.Pryor suggests, wouldinavery short time stop allreasonable complaints of the nuisance.

Ihave,&c,
Sir "W. Tyrone Power, K.C.B. Alfbed Newton.

Sub-Enclosure to Enclosure in No. 4.
Mr. Pbtoe to Mr. Newton.

12, Great Winchester Street,London,
My deae Newton,

—
6thDecember,1876.

Thanks for the papers returned. Ithink that the form New Zealand Government inter-
ference ought to take shouldbe to obtain and send out a small number of the most skilled Norfolk
and Suffolk rabbit-killers—that these men should work under, say, the Road Board on the open
unoccupied andCrown lands,but that their services should be at the disposal of squatters at cost
price. These men, with the unskilledlabour obtainableontheruns, wouldworkwonders,andtrainthe
men on the runs whether they wished to do so or not. The squatters should prepare for therabbit-
killer by cutting down the ragged edges of scrub so as to get fairstraightish boundaries to it,so as to
be able to make the first clearance by long-netting at night. Types should be used of course,espe-
cially on the more open runs. Byhaving a staff of rabbit-catchers for a district the cost of long nets
and other tackle would be distributed,and it would bepossible to arrange for the rabbits to be taken
in suitable vans to rabbit "usines," where they couldbe madeinto manure,and their skins workedup
so as to be of more value than when roughly prepared. Rabbit fluff fetches a good price for hop
manure. Ihave,&c,

A.Newton,Esq. M. R. Peyob.

By Authority: Geoege Didsbuey, Government Printer, Wellington.—1877.
Price Is.3d.




	METHODS FOR DIMINISHING THE RABBIT NUISANCE (PAPERS RELATING TO).
	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Untitled
	Untitled

	Tables

