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This land was, as the honorable member for Rangi-
tikei has eaid; especially suitable for * smiling home-
steads.” These gentlemen were already members of
the landed aristocracy. And, Sir, what did the then
Governor do? He offered to assist them by every
means in his power. The gentleman to whom I have
referred i and made arrange-
ments for getting possession of this land. But all of
a sudden a difficulty arose with the Governor in
regard to the subject. This association of gentlemen
sudden! ly fnund i

viched-theptto-varryout: They
had looked upon this as a splendid investment, and
they were greatly dlsappomted to find a sudden
check put upon them. * *
He got a share, and an agent was started off to the
land in question. It was arranged that this agent
should be followed by these introductions and aseiet-
ance—whieh—the--Geovernor—eould—give—him-  Sir, the
Governor at that time was a Governor who had
specinl pewer over the Natives who lived in outlying
districts like Taupo, where the Maoris were shut out
from the Europeans and from all European things:
The agent went to Napier, and it is fortunate that he
did so, because if he had not it-is-possible-that-T-would
not—be-here—to-night-to—put-this—matter—in—the—proper
light;—end the fact of his going to Napier required
that letters should be written, and these letters now

exist, and-ean-be-produced-at-any-moment: What came

This land was the same block as the honorable
member for Rangitikei has descrzbed as especially
suited for “smiling homesteads.” These gentiemen
were already me:sbers of the landed aristocracy; and,
Sir, what did the then Governor do? He offered to
assist them by every meaus in his power fo oblain
more lands. The gentlemen to whom I have referred
made arrangements for getting possession of this
land. But all of a sudden a difliculty arose with the
Governor in regard to the subject. This association
of gentlemen suddenly found tke Governor cold, and
that he had lost interest in the business. They had
looked upon this as a splendid investment, and they
were greatly dmappomted to find a sudden check put
upon them. * * * *
He obtained a share, and an agent was employed and
started off to secure the land in question. It was
arranged that this agent should be followed by intro-
ductions Zo the Native owners of the land from the
GQovernor. Bir, the Governor at that time was a
Governor who had special influence over those
Natives who lived in outlying districts like Taupo,
where the Maoris were shut out from the Europeans
and from all European influence. The agent went to
Napier; and it is fortunate that he did so, because if
he had not, the transactions I am descmbmg would rest
on recollection only, but the fact of his going to Napier
required that letters should be ertteu “and these
letters now exist. What came next? Why, the
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next? Why, the agent was sppoeinted—a director of
the association amd a member of the Legislative
Council, and he was the gentleman who wrote the
letters which are now in the next room. I do mot
want to bring in these letters unless I am challenged
to do so.

Sir G. GrEY.—Bring them in.

Mr. Orvoxp.—I will produce them when I-am
challenged te-dose: Well, as I have said, the agent
went to Napier, and the letters that he weroto are of
partlcnlar interest. One of those letters is especially
mterestlng £
G eattor—a-littlog bait2 Those were the
instructions glven by the association with which the
Governor was connected.

Sir G. GreY..—Who was the agent ?

Mr. OrMonp.—Mr. Locke.

Mr. Stour.—Name the writer of the letters.

Mr. OrmonD.—The Hon. Mr. Russell, a member
of the Legislative Council. I do not want to conceal
the name, and if the letters are wanted my friends
boro—wall produce them. That was one of the in-
structions given 5
3 neaetion: The next letter that
T remember of interest in this matter was

Mr. Regs.—Why do not you get the letters?

Mr. Ormond.—Oh, I do not want them. The next
letter said this: “You must not delay any longer.
Go on. We are urgent in this matter, and enclosed
in my letter are those letters of introduction which
the Governor prommed

aew—seet——te @he—Netwes— 511' the House w111 well
understand that the influence of the Grovernor in
those days was very different to what it is now among
the Native people. And-it—would-bo—pgreater—if the
Governor himself had—beer personally a.cqna.mted
with the individuals, which was the case in this
instance. The-agent-got-thesoletters: Another eurious
thine—took—plece—A- letter weat written by Mr.
Rmsell to Mr Locke eaymg——S&l-l—ge—en—urgeatr
Go-on a-b 8

correspondence went on. The-agest-wont-up-there: I
have eerrectly described the transaction, and what I
say can be verified by an honorable member of this
House (Mr. Cox), aed I may also name the Hon.
Colonel Whitmore and the Hon. Mr. Russell, who
was-another-parbyto-it: There were other gentlemen
. cood—net—aape ‘hov-aro-pob-herer The
letters and the statements made—te—me—shew—me—tk&t
ae T have a—true. T will
now read to the House what took place in this House
in reference to such transa.ctlons ae—theee to which I
have alluded. * *
I say this was done by one who had the power }H—h}B
hends; and that he prostituted his position in being a
party to such & transaction. I =ay distinctly and
absolutely that Fhave the letters whieh-doseribe what
1 have stated —whieh-shew that the statements are
true, and the honorable member for Waipa years-age

told me of this transaction.
* * » * *

*

agent was communicated with by the director of the
association, who was and is a member of the Legis-
lative Council ; and he was the gentleman who wrote
the letters which are now in the next room. I do
not want to bring in these letters unless I am chal-
lenged to do so.

Sir G-. GrEY.—Bring them in.

Mr. Ormownp.—IL will produce them when ke
accuracy of my statements is challenged. Well, as 1
have said, the agent went to Napier, and the letters
he received are of particular interest. One of those
letters is especially interesting. There is a passage
like this : “ Could you not go up again and use your
influence on the spot ? We must be prepared to sow
some ground-bait, I suppose, and you must use your
discretion as to this, and I shall at once provide the
needful.” Those were the instructions given by the
director of the association with which the Governor:
was connected.

Sir G GeEY.—Who was the agent ?

Mcr. OrMonD.—Mr. Locke.

Mr. Strour.—Name the writer of the letters.

Mr. Oemoxp.—The Hon. Mr. Russell, as member-
of the Legislative Council. I do not want to conceal
the names, and if the letters are wanted my friends
can produce them. That was one of the instructions
given. The next letter that I remember of interest
in this matter was

Mr. ReEes.—Why do not you get the letters.

Mr. Ormoxp.—Oh, I do not want them. I recol-
lect their purport. The next letter said something
like this: “You must not delay any longer. Go on;
we are urgent in this matter, and enclosed in my
letter are those letters of introduction which the
Governor promised.”’  Sir, the House will well
understand that the influence of the Governor in
‘those days was very different from what it is now
among the Native people. The Governor himself
was then personally acquainted with the individual
Natives, which was the case in this instance. Another
letter written by Mr. Russell to Mr. Locke I remem-
ber, which says : “ I have written to W hitmore on the
subject, and it is agreed now to take him into the whole
concern, the Governor, for reasons of State, thinking it
better at present that he should not be in the concern.
Another moneyed man will be m his place, however..
Cox has letters from the Governor.” These are abso-
lutely the words used, and so the correspondence
went on. I have described the transaction as I kave
heard it, and what I say can be verified by an honor-
able member of this House (Mr. Cox). I may also
name the Hon. Colonel Whitmore and the Hon. Mr.
Russell as kaving been members of the company, and
there were also other gentlemen.  That is, as nearly
as I can remember, a correct account of the letters and
the statements made to me on this subject. 1 will now
read to the House what took place in this House las¢
session in reference to the transactions to which I
have alluded. * * * *

I say this was done by one who had the power from
his position, and that he prostituted his position in
being a party to such transactions. I say distinctly
and absolutely that the letters I kave referred to con-
Jfirm what 1 have stated; that the statements are
true, and that the honorable member for Waipa told

me of these transactions,
* * * * * *
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