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ACQUISITION OF LAND FOR SETTLEMENT
AT THE THAMES,

(PETITION RELATIVE TO).

T Presented to the House of Representatives 18th July, 1876, and ordered to be printed.

To the Honorable the Members of the House of Representatives of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled.

Tae PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED THE Mivor AND CoUNCILLORS OF THE BoroueH oF THAMES,
AND ofF THE CHAIRMEN AND MEemBERS OF THE Hierway Disteicr BoARDs oF KAUAERANGA,
PARAWAL, AND WAIOTAHIT,

HuMBLY SHOWETH,—

1. That since the year 1867 a large population has been resident on the Thames who have been
eager to obtain freehold land for settlement.

2. That during that time a large number of people have left the district who would have remained
had such land been obtainable.

8. That your Petitioners believe that large tracts of land in the Thames Valley and adjacent district
could be purchased from the Native owners, such land being well adapted for settlement.

4. That we believe it would greatly increase the prosperity of this district, and largely benefit the
inhabitants, if such lands were purchased, and a portion set apart for settlement, by miners and others
of limited means, for agricultural purposes.

5. That during the above-named time certain lands have been purchased in the district, none of
which, however, have been set aside for settlement.

6. That, of the tracts already purchased, the best parts of the lands most suitable for settlement
have been set apart as Native reserves, which are available for leases but not for freeholds.

7. That a petition from this place, having the same object in view, was presented during last
Session of Parliament to your honorable House, and was reported upon favourably, as follows:—
« Your Committee has the honor to recommend that the petition be referred to the Grovernment, with
a view, if possible, of giving effect to the prayer of the petition.”

‘We, the undersigned, therefore, respectfully request that your honorable House will take the
prayer of the petition into your favourable consideration, and devise measures which will be the means
of opening up large tracts of land to be settled upon by people already in the district.

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.
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