1876.
NEW ZEALAND.

ALLEGED IMPROPER SALE OF LAND NORTH
OF AUCKLAND,

(INQUIRY BY MR. R. C. BARSTOW, R.M., AND PAPERS RELATIVE TO).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

No. 1.

His Honor the SupEriNTENDENT, Auckland, to the Hon. the CoLoNTAL SECRETARY.
SiB,— Superintendent’s Office, Auckland, 9th March, 1876.

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter received from Mr. Joseph A. Tole, solicitor,
Auckland, calling attention, on behalf of the Native Parore, to the improper sale of the Waipoua and
Maunganui blocks, in the Wairoa, Kaipara District, and I request that no further steps may be taken
in regard to these two blocks until inquiry has been made into the complaint set forth in Mr. Tole’s
letter, which inquiry I pray may be at once instituted.

I have, &e.,
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Auckland. G. GeEy.

Enclosure 1 in No. 1.
' Mr. J. A. Tore to His Honor the SurERINTENDENT, Auckland.
S1e,— Auckland, 6th March. 1876.
I have the honor, on behalf of an aboriginal native named Tiopira, a co-grantee with another
Native, named Parore, of two blocks of land named respectively Waipoua and Maunganui, in the Wai-
roa, Kaipara District, to communicate to your Honor briefly the following facts, disclosing a grievance
of which it is confidently hoped your Honor will kindly endeavour to seek redress.

The above blocks of land were adjudicated upon in favour of the above-mentioned Tiopira and
Parore, as joint grantees of each block, upon the understanding that Parore would pay to Tiopira the
sum of £100, being part of the purchase money of a block of land (to which Tiopira asserted a claim)
called Waimata, sold some time previously to, I believe, Mr. Dargaville. This arrangement was con-
cluded by correspondence between the parties, which correspondence is in existence.

‘With the free knowledge of this arrangement the blocks were sold to the General Government,
through Native Land Purchase Agents, who negotiated the sale at the sum of £2,000 for each block.
At the time of the execution of the deeds, I am instructed the place, in the instruments of conveyance,
allotted to the insertion of the consideration money was left blank, and though at the time of execu-
tion the real consideration of the sale was interpreted to Tiopira (as before stated), £2,000 for each
block, it was nevertheless shortly afterwards discovered that the considerations in these same deeds
had been filled in as respectively £2,200 and £2,300, being an aggregate increase of £500 over the price
agreed upon originally. This extra £500 has, I am instructed, been paid entirely to Parore, and
Tiopira has received none of it. Tiopira’s grievance, therefore is, that though the original purchase
money was understood to be £2,000 for each block, yet since it has been thought necessary to increase
. that amount to the extent already stated (£500), he asserts that he is justly entitled to his proportion
of it, and not that it should be‘all paid to a co-grantee.

As the grants to the Crown from the Natives of both the above blocks are alleged by the Trust
Commissioner, under the Native Lands Frauds Prevention Act, to have satisfactorily passed through all
the requisite stages of inquiry, for the purposes of registration, it is respectfully trusted that your
Honor will, as conveniently as possible, institute such measures as may eventuate in the proper protec-
tection of Tiopira, and also in the adjustment of the claims of parties in this purchase.

In conclusion, I may state that these facts are furnished to me by the Native chief, Paul Tuhaere,
who was present during the adjudication of these blocks, and acted then, as now, as the agent of
Tiopira.

I have, &c.,
JosErH Aveustus ToLk,

His Honor the Superintendent of the Province of Auckland. Solicitor.

1.—C. 6.
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