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Mr. Commissioner Kemp, the Rev. Mr. Gittos, and Mr. R. Mair, to be signedby the absent Natives,
to whom I promised to remit the amounts decided on.

Hunua.
On this block, which lies immediately to the east of Drury, there had accrued, to Ist April, 1874,

the sum of £889 18s. 7d. On assembling the Natives interested in this block, a difficulty occurred:
the chief, Hori Whetuki ("Long George"), of the adjacent Wairoa Valley, appeared and declared that
his claim—a considerableone—to the Hunua had never been extinguished. He further said that he
was absent from sickness at the time of the sale, and thathis friends had not attended to his interests.
He now demanded such a share of the " 10per cents." as would be an equivalent to the share he ought
to have originally received. Of course the claim involved a long discussion, but from the evidence of
disinterestedpersons, and the admissions of those who had sold the land, it appeared that the claim was
a valid one. Honetana and the other sellers were consequently induced to hand overto Hori Whe-
tuki a share of the money divisible amongst them as large as that which he ought to have receivedat
first. Hori then signed a receipt for the "10 per cent." money as one of the " sellers "of the Hunua
Block, and allparties were satisfied.

In this case, also, I had to keep back somemoney for two Natives who are at present in the King
country. It was argued by the people present, in this case as at Hikurangi, that such Natives, by
having thrown off their allegiance to the Queen, or from having become Hauhaus, had disentitled
themselves to participation in the money now being paid—in fact, that their interests ought to be
confiscated in favour of the more loyal of the sellers. I told them that the idea could notbe enter-
tained : the absentees had kept to their side of the contract, and the question of their faith or place of
residence could not be considered. Opposition then ceased, and it was agreed that £444 19s. 3Jd.
should be set aside for the schools to be established, and for hospital purposes, and £30 lis. for
expenses of management. This left £414Bs. 3|d. to be divided amongst them. I paid £364 Bs. 3^d.,
andretained £50 to meet any claims that absentees in the King country or elsewhere may make
good.

The total amount set aside to cover expenses of administration of fund, which includes passages
to Auckland and back, visits to Whangarei, Mahurangi,Waikato, &c, is £200 7s. 3d.; for schools and
hospitals, £2,351 Is. 4d.; for distribution to Natives, £2,149 3s. lid. Of the last above sum,
£1,677 14s. Bd. has been paid, and £472 19s. 3d. is in the fund and available for distribution when
certain claims are decided on and certain receipts obtained.

It was not, by the terms of the several contracts, necessarily incumbent to obtain the acquiescence
of the Natives to the partition of the fund as above mentioned, but I considered it judicious to
obtain it, to prevent possible dispute hereafter, while I indicated that it was not to form a precedent to
governany future payments. The general effect of what has been done has, I think, shown that the
Governmentkeeps faith in respect to its obligations, however negligent and forgetful the Natives may
occasionally be of the interests of themselves and those who will succeed them.

I have to express my thanks to Mr. George Brown, whose services as interpreter were kindly
placed at my disposal by Mr. Commissioner Kemp, and who was very useful in explaining the accounts.

Chaeles Heaphy,
The Under Secretary, Native Department. Commissioner of Native Reserves.

P.S.—Accounts and receipts are appended.

Chables Heaphy,
Commissioner, Native Reserves.

Bemuera.
£356 13s. 9|d. Auckland, 13th April, 1874.

Received from the Hon. the Native Minister, by the hands of Charles Heaphy, V.C., Commissioner
of Native Reserves, the sum of three hundred and fifty-six pounds thirteen shillings and ninepence
halfpenny, being full payment, to Ist April, 1874, of amountsowing to us as " Ten per cents." of pro-
ceeds of land sales in the Remuera and Pukapuka Blocks, in the Province of Auckland, according to
contract set forth in the deed of cession by us to Her Majesty Queen Victoria, dated the 22nd March,
1854, and 17th March, 1854.

(Marginalplan.) . Paora Tuhaere.
Te Hira Kawau.

Witnesses to signatures and payment—
A. J. Dickey, Chief Clerk, Native Land Court.
Geo. BEOwif, Interpreter,

Itatement of Expendittjbe of sum of £2,340 19s. 4d., advanced to Commissioner of.Native H
on Interest, to pay Auckland " 10per Cents."

£ s. d.
Paid Remuera Natives ... ... ... ... ... 356 13 9

Hikurangi Natives ... ... ... ... ... 487 15 2
Paioterangi Natives ... ... ... ... ... 211 16 0
Pua-ta-hinga Natives ... ... ... ... ... 154 1 6
Hunua Natives ... ... ... ... ... 364 8 3
Ruakaka Natives ... ... ... ... ... 35 0 0
Mangawhai Natives ... ... ... ... ... 68 0 0

reserves,

£1,677 14 8
Balance paid to Public Account, 30th May, 1874 ... ... 663 4 8

£2,340 19 4
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