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1873.

NEW ZEALAND.

THE GOLD FIELDS OF NEW ZEALAND.
(REPORT ON).

{Return to an Order of the Bouse ofRepresentatives, dated 3rd August, 1869.)
" That it is desirable that the Government should cause to be laid upon the Table of this House, during each Session, a

Report embodying a general account of the present condition of the GoldFields of the Colony, their advancement or
otherwise during the preceding year, and their probable prospects ; together with particulars showing the average prico
ofprovisions during the year on each Gold Field, the rate of wages, estimatedpopulation, and such other information
as would afford a comprehensive idea of the general condition of the mining interest in the Colony ; and that His
Excellency be requested to forward a copy of such Report to Her Majesty's Secretary of Statefor the Colonies." (Mr.
W. S. Sarrison.)

Mr. C. E. Haughton to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary.
Sir,— Wellington, sth July, 1873.

I have the honor, in accordance with the instructions of the Hon. G. M. \Vaterhouse,
to forward a General Report upon the state and prospects of the Gold Fields, with Appendix
containing Reports by the Wardens upon the Districts under their charge, and Statistical Tables.

I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. C. E. Haughton.

REPORT.
In presenting the Second General Report upon the Gold Fields of New Zealand, I must express
myregret that the difficulties in the way of collecting reliable statistics, which I took occasion
last year to remark upon, have not in any way been diminished, and that my efforts to obtain
satisfactory returns from the Mine Owners and Managers throughout the Colony have been so
feebly responded to as to make the information afforded absolutely uselcs for statistical purposes.

The facts and statistics herein embodied are drawn almost solely from official sources, and, so
far as they go, may be thoroughly relied upon. The reports of the several Gold Fields Wardens,
brought up to March 31st, I would specially call attention to; showing as they do very clearly
the present condition of every portion of our gold fields; the subject being treated in not a few
instances in a very able and comprehensive manner.

Gold.
Under existing circumstances, it has not been found possible to state the exact produce of the

gold extracted from quartz and alluvium respectively. The Banks very kindly expressed their
readiness to offer any assistance in their power to enable such a return to be compiled, but as in
many instances no separate account has beenkept of the gold purchased, as to whether it was from
quartz or alluvium, a complete return could not be furnished; and no other would be in any way
useful. As set forth in my former report, the quantity of gold absolutely raised in any one year
cannot be accurately stated, but a very close approximation can be arrived at by the Customs
returns, by the courtesyofthe Secretary tothat Department placed at my disposal, and printed here-
with in Tables Nos. 4, 5, 6. Summarizing these the following data have been arrived at, upon
which estimates may be formed:—1871, gold exported, 730,029 oz.; Quarter ending March
31st, 1872, 154,997 oz.; 1872, 445,370 oz.; Quarter ending March 31st, 1873, 194,422
oz.—showing a decrease upon the year 1872 of 284,659 oz., and an increase upon the
March quarter of 1873, as compared with the same period of 1872, of 39,425 oz. The large
decrease in the yield of gold for the year 1872, as compared with 1871, is to be attributed not so
much to any falling off in the yields of the ordinary mines, as to the enormous returns which
during the year 1871 were produced by the Caledonian Mine at the Thames, being in three
months alone 82,894 oz.
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Silver.
During the year 1872, 37,064 oz. of silver, valued at .£9,900, were exported from Auckland,

and during the March quarter of 1873, 14,057 oz., valued at £4,000. This being exclusively the
produce of the Thames Gold Fields, the very considerable decrease in the amount exported this
year, in comparison with 1872, is only the necessary consequence of the decrease in the yield of
gold already referred to.

Revenue.
Revenue and gold duty for the year 1872 amounted to £111,135 Is. 10d., and for the

quarter ending the 31st of March, 1873, to £32,296 145.; total, £143,331 15s. lOd. Complete
details of the gold fields revenue in the several mining districts, as brought to charge in the
public accounts, will be found in Tables 1, 2, and 3. The falling off in the revenue is partly
attributable to the reduction of the gold duty last Session by the legislation of the General
Assembly, but more especially, as a matter of course, to the falling off in the return of gold for
the year.

The Tables appended, Nos. 1 and 2, show the revenue of the gold fields from all sources,
and the gold duty collected in the several Provinces, for the year 1872 and the first quarter of
1873respectively.. Tables Nos. 3 and 4 form a comparative return of the revenue during the years 1871 and
1872, showing the increase or decrease under each head of revenue, and in respect of each district

respectively. The falling off in the revenue in the Province of Nelson and County of Westland
during the year 1872, as compared with 1871, may be accounted for by the exceedingly dry
summer, which seriously impeded sluicing operations for many months, and in some districts put
a stop to mining altogether.

Mining Population.

The number of miners employed during the year ending 31st March, 1873, was 22,335, of
which number 3,872 are Chinese. Dividing the value of the total quantity of gold exported
amongst the mean number of miners employed in alluvial and quartz mining, it appears that in
1872the average was per man for the year £77 10s. 3d., while for the year 1871 the average
per man was about £101 16s. s£d., showing a falling off of £24 6s. 2|d. per head, a result
simply dcducible from the falling off in the yield of gold already commented upon. TheChinese
miners are chiefly located in the Province of Otago, and confine themselves to alluvialmining;
many have left this year for China with a competence realized in a few years; yet from the
returns it appears that their number is on the increase; they are generally reported to be
a hard-working and orderly class of men, chiefly confining their operations to old and abandoned
ground which the European miners have considered worked out.

It will be seen that there is a considerable falling off in the mining population. This
decrease is apparently so great that I am inclined to think that the numbers given in my last
report must have been overestimated, being probably based upon the census of 1870. Assuming,
however, the decrease to be real rather than apparent, I believe it may be attributed principally
to the fact that the very high price of labour of all kinds, which lately ruling throughout the
Colony, has attracted from the gold fields to other more congenial pursuits a large proportion
of the " wages men," many of whom were never " miners " in the true sense of the term, and
whose chances ofemployment during the late stagnation in our great quartz miningfield became
exceedingly precarious.

Water Races.
There are within the Colony 4,932 miles of water races, carrying 6,776 sluice heads, con-

structed at an estimated cost of £763,899. Last year the return was 3,595, carrying 7,056
sluice heads, valued at £711,386 ; but this increased supply over last year is not nearly suffi-
cient to meet the pressing demands of the present workings, either alluvial or quartz. The
Wardens' reports show that operations have been suspended for many months, owing to the
season being so dry.

In looking through the Wardens' reports, I find that nearly all of them express theiropinion
that a large increased supply of water is required for the better working of the different districts
under their charge.

Mr. WardenC. Broad, writing from the Nelson South-west Gold Fields, remarks that" some
better means will have to be adopted for securing a constant supply of water. The experience of
the past summer points to the necessity of constructing reservoirs to fall back upon in dry
weather."

Mr. Warden Whiteford,Ahaura, writes : " I avail myself of the opportunitynow given me of
again bringing under the notice of the Government the urgent necessity cf at once proceeding
with the formation of one or more large water races in this district, without which this portion
of the gold fields can never be properly worked, or afford employment to anything like the
population it is capable of supporting." And again : " From the want of some proper water
supply in this district, I am quite satisfied that owing to the dry season we have experienced
during the last few months, the loss to the country caused by so many miners being idle for weeks
at a time, may be estimated at a very large sum."
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Mr. Warden FitzGerald, writing from Westland on the same subject,remarks: "The construc-
tion of the Waimea WaterRace is anxiously looked forward to, and would doubtless draw a much
larger population to the district, which it would be well ableto maintain." And again : " With
regard to water supply, my opinion, and indeed the opinion of every one at all acquainted with
the subject, is, that were a race constructed (to carry say from sixty to eighty sluice heads) from
the Kanieri Lake to Blue Spur, Big Paddock, and the various terraces such a race would com-
mand, the yield of gold in the district would be enormonsly increased."

The same want of a good water supply seems to be felt in Otago, judgingfrom the following
extracts taken from the Warden's reports :—Mr. Warden Simpson, Dunstan, Otago, in his report, remarks on certain races which are in
course of construction in his district as follows :—" All these races will open up new ground of
proved auriferous character to the extent of some hundreds of acres."

It will be seen from these extracts the absolute necessity which is felt by the officers in
charge of mining districts for a large extension of the present system of water supply.

Machinery.
The number of engines employed upon 31st March, 1873, in quartz mining was as follows :

—83 steam engines of 1,816 horse-power. In alluvial mining, the number of steam engines
employed was eleven, and the aggregate horse-power 259. Nine dredging machines were
employed duringthe year in working the beds of the Shotover and Molyneux Rivers. For the
fullest obtainable information respecting the number and description of machinery, see Tables
Nos. 14 and 15.

Mining Leases and Holdings.

There were in occupation upon the 31st March, 1873, 495 mining leases, covering a total
area of 3,255 acres 1 rood 23 perches. In the number are included 75 licensed holdings,
covering an area of 499 acres 39 perches. These are all upon the Thames Gold Field, being
taken up under "The Gold Mining Districts Act, 1871." Tables Nos. 17 and 21 givein detail
the number and extent of mining leases and holdings in the several districts.

Agricultural Leases.
Twelve hundred and forty-nine leases, comprising an area of 47,395 acres 9 roods 20 perches,

were in occupation on the 31st March, 1873. These leases are almost entirely within the
Province of Otago, and the falling off in numbers is accounted for by many of the lessees during
the last year having taken advantage of the purchasing clause, and made their leases freehold.
Table No. 18 gives the number and extent of agricultural leases within the several mining
districts.

Mining Companies.
From the official returns it appears there are 342 companies registered under " The Mining

Companies Limited Liability Act, 1865," and amended Acts, having a nominal capital of
£4,510,026, and thirty-two under the Joint Stock Act, with a nominal capital of £557,625 ; three
under "The Mining Companies Act, 1872," having a nominal capital of £15,160. (See Table
No. 19.)

Rate of Wages and Prices of Provisions.
The current rate of wages and average prices of provisions in the several miningdistricts will

be found in Tables 9 and 11. Wages rule exceedingly high in Otago and on fhe West Coast.
In many places, although the means of communication with the ports is greatly improved, yet the
price of provisions remains about the same as in my last year's report. The high price of wages
in Westland lias gone a long way to check mining enterprise, and in some cases to put a stop to
the enterprise of companies who were engaged in deep sinking, and who were large employers of
labour. Any attempt made to reduce the wages led to a strike on the part of the miners, so that
in the end the companies had to cease working, as the miners would bear of no reduction, and
the ground was not sufficiently rich to justify the necessary expenditure.

Water Supply on the Gold Fields.
During the last year the construction of two large water races undertaken by the Govern-

ment under the terms of " The Public Works and Immigration Act, 1871," has been commenced,
and two are in course of survey. The following return shows the amount of liability and
expenditure up to 30th June, 1873, upon these works, and also the advances to water race
companies by way of subsidy under the Acts of 1871 and 1872.

As the construction of the Waimea Race in the County of Westland has been undertaken
by the Government since my last report was submitted to Parliament, I mayremark that I have
every confidence that it will be a work of great public utility. The race will be about sixteen
miles long, heading from the Kawhaka Creek, which has a constant supply of water, and it is to
be constructed to carry forty sluice heads. The extent of known auriferous country which will
be rendered available for mining purposes by this supply will probably not be less than the whole
Waimea district, and will give remunerative employment to several hundred men.
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Mining Laws.
"The Gold Mining Districts Act, 1871," which has only been put in force in the Province

of Auckland, seems after more than a year's trial to give general satisfaction, to judge from
the reports of Wardens Keddcll and Fraser.

The following is from the report of Mr. Warden Keddell:—" One decided effect of this Act is
to lessen the amount of litigation, the chief iucentive to actions for breach of regulations under
the Gold Fields Acts being the forfeiture of defendant's interests in favour of the plaintiff."

Mr. Warden Fraser writes on the same subject: "In my last report I stated that I hesi-
tated to give a decided opinion, but that I thought it would work satisfactory. Twelve
months' further experience of the working of the measure enables me to state that it is well
adapted for the requirements of this field. Under the Gold Fields Act, every dispute or proceed-
ing could only be dealt with by a suit in the Warden's Court, causing enormous expense for
litigation. Under the Gold Mining Districts Act, it is made the business of the Warden, the
Inspector, and the other officials to afford such assistance to all engaged in mining enterprises
as shall enable them to avoid litigation."

Mr. Warden Fraser further expresses his opinion that the Act is eminently suited for such a
gold field as the Thames, where the ground is worked almost exclusively by companies, but does
not think it would be suitable for alluvial diggings.

Prospects of the Gold Fields.
Whilst the results for the year ending 31st March, 1873, have not been so satisfactory as

for the previous year, yet in looking through the Warden's reports good and sound reasons will be
found for this depression, and good prospects for the future arc held out.

Mr. WardenKeddcll (Coromandcl) writes as follows on the subject:—" The period of depres-
sion has, however, terminated, and for the last two months a decided improvement is noticeable.
The yield of gold for the last month was far in excess of any during the past half-year, although the
yield for the year is inconsiderably less than that shown in mylast report. A great deal of steady
work has been done—dead work that will tell in future yields; and several claims are now
coming forward with steady returns. The old Kapanga ground, to which I referred in my last
report, has within the last few months been occupied by a London Company, called the ' New
Zealand Kapanga Gold Mining Company,' with a capital of £100,000, with 20,000 shares, all
held in England. Machinery and stores of the value of £16,000 have recently arrived from Eng-
land, and placed on the ground, andwork commenced."

The same Warden attributes the great depression in the year 1872 to over speculation,
which was brought on by the reported wealth of the Green Harp Company's reef—a Company
whose proceedings are too well known to require particularizing.

Mr. Warden Fraser reports on the Thames Gold Fields as follows :—" There has been a very
prevalent depression in miningaffairs duringthe greaterportion of thepast year, principally caused
by the falling off in the extraordinary yieldsfrom the Caledonian Mine. The Cure Company in
September crushed one small parcel of two tons of stone which produced 966 oz. of gold. In the
same month a crushing of 370 tons yielded 600oz., and the total yield from themine, from Septem-
ber, 1872,to January, 1873, amounts to 6,415 oz. of gold from 1,522 tons of quartz." He goes on
to state : "Altogether I may say that notwithstandingthe temporary depression which at present
prevails, the operations progressing, and the enterprising spirit shown by mine owners in the
development of their properties, coupled with the rich prospects of the reefs, convince me that the
future of the field will be as prosperous as the past."

The Pumping Association at the Thames have lately got to work, and the result has
been the means of draining a number of quartz claims in the neighbourhood, amongst
which are comprised the most celebrated upon the field. The following is from the report of the
Warden on this Company's plant:—" The engine, which has been erected on a massive stone
foundation, works directly over the shaft. The nominal power of the engine is 350 horse-
power. The cylinder of this massive machinery is 82 inches in diameter, and the whole is
capable of raising fully 10 tons of water per minute." The cost of shaft and machinery has
been £40,000 up to the present time.

In the Inangahua, Province of Nelson, the reefs have not turned out as well as was
expected when I furnished my last report. At the same time I see no reason to doubt that, in
the course of time, when these reefs are thoroughly opened up and proved, they will be found
very remunerative; and in this lam borne out by the expression of opinion by the Warden in
his report.

In the alluvial mines of the Middle Island there seems to have been a falling off for the last
year, but with a very decided improvement in the returns for the three months ending 31st March,
1873. This falling off, as I gather from the Wardens' reports, is attributable to the great dry-
ness of the season. Mr. Warden Revell reports that " theremarkable dryness of the weather
during the past five months has tended considerably towards this depression." Mr. Warden
Robinson (Mount Ida) reports :—" The year has on the whole not been a favourable one for
mining. It has been unusually dry in all seasons, and the consequence has been a remarkable
scarcity of water for sluicingpurposes. This has seriously cramped the energies of the miners."
Mr. Warden Carew (Black's) reports: " A scarcity of water has prevailed to an unprecedented
extent."
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Taking all the circumstances into consideration, a careful perusal of the reports and

statistics hereto attached, will, I think, prove that although a considerable depression did
undoubtedly exist over a large portion of the gold fields during the year 1872, yet that the
depression was temporary, and that the returns for the first quarter of 1873 show a decided
revival in all branches of this important industry—a revival which I take leave to think will
not be transitory, but which will, under the various most favourable circumstances of the
Colony, develop into the permanent prosperity of our mining community.

C. E. Haughton.

No. 2.—COMPANIES WHICH HAVE RECEIVED SUBSIDIES FROM GOVERNMENT.

No. 3.—COMPANIES THAT HAVE APPLIED FOR SUBSIDIES.

Estimated Cost. MoneyExpended.: Remarks.

hames
"elson Creek
Waimea
Count Ida

£ a. d.
48,180 4 10
30,466 7 0
61,235 10 2
42,13S 8 0

£ s. d.
1,042 4 10

466 7 0
1,235 10 2
2,13S 8 0

Survey finished, and plant ordered.
Survey nearly finished.
Survey and plans finished.
Survey and plans finished ; contracts in hand.

Amount of Subsidy
asked for. Money Advanced. Interest raid. Refund.

Hohonui Company
Hibernian Company
New Biver Company
Arrow Biver Company

£ s. d.
1,533 6 1
2,000 0 0
3,333 6 8

612 10 0

£ s. d.
1,533 6 1
1,426 14 3
1,892 16 6

612 10 0

£ s. d.
35 6 5
15 11 11
20 13 9

£ s. d.
183 19 2

Amount of Sub-
sidy asked for.

Money
Advanced. Remarks.

£ 8. d.
'otara and JonesCreek

Company ...
loldenPoint Company
Seaumont andTuapeka

Company ...
Jarrick Bange Com-

3,484 10 0
1,000 0 0

Nil
5)

Declined by the Company.
Particulars not furnished of character of works

2,000 0 0 ?? Ditto.

pany
Caledonian Company
lountPisg'kh Company

5,000 0 0 )J Plans and specificationsnot lodged.
Befused by Government.
Further informationrequired.

)J

J?
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APPENDIX TO REPORT ON THE GOLD FIELDS OF NEW ZEALAND.

WARDENS' REPORTS.
weights and eightgrains per ton, beyond which all is profit.I think this result one of the most

AUCKLAND.
No. 1.

His Honor the Superintendent of Auckland to the Hon. the Colonial Secbetaey.

Sie,— Superintendent's Office, Auckland, lGthApril, 1873.
Herewith I have the honor to transmit to you, for presentation to the General Assemhly,

Eeports, with accompanying Eeturns, for the year ended 31st March ultimo, furnished by Wardens
IVaser and Keddell, in respect of the Southern and Northern Divisions, respectively of the Hauraki
Gold Mining District, within this Province.

I take occasion to request that in the eventof these Eeports being printed for the House, you will
be good enough to direct a supply of fifty copies to be forwarded to me, for the use of the Provincial
Government.

I have, &c,
T. B. Gillies,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. Superintendent.

Enclosure 1 in No. 1.
Eepoet of Mr. Warden Keddell upon the Nobth Haueaki Gold Fields.

General Report on the Northern portion of the Hauraki Gold Mining District, Province of Auckland,
for the Tear ending 3lst March, 1873.

This portion of the Hauraki Gold Mining District, which began the twelve months elapsed since my
last Eeport under such good auspices, has suffered under the reaction consequent on indiscriminate
speculation, which, as the history of all gold and more especially all quartz fields will testify, invariably
follows sudden rises in mining interests. These periods of depression are common to all gold fields
on which property requiring large outlay of money necessitates the co-operation of capitalists, and is
more conveniently managed through the medium of limited companies. All claims—good, bad, and
indifferent—have been affected. The depression was attributable mainly to injudicious and reckless
over-speculation on the part of the too sanguine, and the high-coloured, dishonest representations of
mining adventurers, who seized their opportunity, when the public mind was naturally excited by the
fortunate issue of genuine discoveries, to float companies ostensibly to work new mines, but really for
the most part to take up ground wholly untried, and in many instances unknown to the promoters,
except so far as they could be ascertained from carefully prepared plans. While the fever lasted, and
indeed until the pioneer claim on the Coromandel Creek (the Green Harp Gold Mining Company)
obtained an unenviable notoriety through its sudden collapse, and the exposure of the fraudulent
behaviour of some of those who conducted its affairs, large sums of money passed hands in Auckland
and elsewhere for Coromandel stocks, but a very small portion found its way to the field, and a still
smaller proportion was expended in bondfide mining. Tet the whole of the odium of the disastrous
reaction, which set in at once, was cast on the district, and all Coromandel stock was at a discount, and
the result was an utter want of confidence in gold mining as an industry, and legitimate speculation in
mining.

A very large area of land was taken up under mining licenses during the time of public favour,
and no doubt many of these would have followed up the discoveries which in many cases I believe
originated them, and were genuine, had not the Green Harp catastrophe suddenly caused an utter
withdrawal of faith in anything at Coromandel, save in those fully developed claims whosereputations
had been long established, and even these suffered in exchange quotations.

I may here properly refer to the Green Harp Gold Mining Company's Claim, for the decease of
this enterprise was the turning point of Coromandel's prosperity, of which I reported so confidently
last year. This claim was taken up by a party of miners in the latterpartof theyear 1870, who worked
with great perseverance for many months. After testing many places, they discovered alluvial gold in
a blind creek opening on the Coromandel Harbour, and this lead they with great success traced to its
parent reef, and they believed it to be the one sought for by Mr. Kevin, an old pioneer of the district,
who, through the help of acompany, prosecuted a great deal ofwork on this portion of the field without
any good result; Kevin, however, had found enough gold to make it a matter of certainty that a reef
did exist in that neighbourhood, and, as from its proximity to the wharf and township, the expenses of
working the mine would be much less than on the ranges where the then known workings were, these
miners had a great incentive to use theirutmost endeavours. After discovering this reef, and driving
on it for some time, they excavated a quantity of quartz, 10 tons of which they had crushed at the New
Zealand Company's Battery, and it yielded upwards of 100 oz., being at the rate of about 10oz. to
the ton. Soon afterwards they formed themselves into a company, and applied for and obtained a
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lease for the ground. After these 10 tons they had no further test of their quartz, and from this time,
as indeed throughout, they were veryreticent as to anything concerning the mine. One statement they
always adhered to, and that was that the 10 tons crushed were taken from the heap, and were not
specimens. Of specimens they had shown to many visitors a great quantity was of unusual richness,
and their demeanour generally showed confidence in the mine.

The attention of tho mining public was soon drawn to this portion of the field, and all the sur-
rounding ground taken up under lease or miner's right, and great expectations were entertained as to
the general crushing of the Green Harp stuff. This time was, however, delayed until a battery was
erected on the Company's ground, which was undertaken by the New Zealand Company, and the
Directors of the Green Harp stated that owing to the great cost of carting to the upper batteries, they
would not put through any more quartz until their battery was started. This event took place in the
month of June, 1872, and was celebrated with the utmost eclat, and the shares of the Company at this
time were apparently hard to be obtained at £10. After the starting of the battery with all possible
ceremony, some perhaps unavoidable delays took place before set fairly at work; but after working
some days, and many excuses given, the result at last was made public, and it amounted to almost
nothing. It is not necessary to refer to the proceedings which followed. Several of the Directors and
the Mining Manager were arrested, and the latter brought to trial.

The facts which affect the report of this district are, that while the public were confidently
expecting a grand yield of gold from this mine—expectation which rather increased with the delays so
plausibly accounted for—the ground surrounding the Green Harp was all taken up by the mining com-
panies all called into existence from the accepted fact of the genuineness of the Green Harp reef. When
the result of the crushing was made known, as I have before stated, a complete reaction set in. This
affected not onlythe beach claims, as it should in justice,but all the claims taken up on the other parts
oftho field; for attention being drawn to this portion of the mining district, a preference was for some
time given it overthe southern portion, which had up to this been most in favour; for simultaneous
with the beach discoveries, the older claims on the Tokatea Range began to give increased returns.
Many of these new ventures were from the first change in the public mind abandoned, others gradually
fell away, and these have since been forfeited under the Act. Others taken up at this time are still in
progress with different degrees of success. The period of depression has, however, terminated, and for
the last two months a decided improvement is noticeable. The yield of gold for the last month was far
in excess of any duringthe past half-year, although the yield for the year is considerably less than that
shown in my last report. A great deal of steady work has been done—dead work that will tell in
future yields—and several claims are now coming forward with steady returns ; and I believe the district
is in a far healthier state than nine months ago, when to a casual observer affairs appeared more
flourishing. Thoughmany companies have disappeared through the Official Agent's Office, and though
hundreds of acres of land leased and licensed have been forfeited, the residuum shows signs of a
healthy vitality. The older established claims are all in improved positions since last report, and
many second-class claims pressing forward on to the first rank, and there has been on the whole
sufficient to guarantee tho permanence of the district as a gold field. One fact speaks well for the
present prosperity—there are no unemployed miners, and especially experienced men are in request
at £2 and £2 2s. per week, and provisions are more reasonable than on some other fields where wages
may rule higher. Workmen of other classes find ready remunerative employment.

On the Beach, efforts are again being made to work the claims. The Green Harp ground is not at
present at work, but I make no doubt it will not be long idle, for I do not wish it to be understood
by anything which appears in this report that I desire to give any opinion as to the real worth of this
mine. There are many who believe in the reef, and its richness ; and the denouement was so shrouded
in mystery that it is quite possible that there is a very valuable reef capable of yielding, not perhaps
10 ounces to the ton, but a very handsome dividend to its proprietors. Among other claims taken up
near the harbour was one that attracted considerableattention for some time—the Golconda. This was
situate on private land, the township of Wynyardton—a township on paper only, the owners of which
had quite forgotten their property until requested to dispose of their interest to this company. These
preliminaries were very expensive, but for some time the company was quite successful. A reef was
opened up about two feet thick, and yielding about 2 oz. to the ton. A battery was erected, and the
works prosecuted under an able manager of long experience. Lately, however, they have lost or got
off the reef.

With respect to new workings undertaken since last report, the first deserving mention is the
Coromandel Tunnel Company, which derives title for about 450 acres under an Act of the General
Assembly of last Session ; one condition of tenure being the construction of a tunnel 4,500 feet in
length through the main range, under the Tokatea saddle. The company have set out on the work in
a most substantial manner, under the supervision of a manager of great experience from the Colony of
Victoria. A great deal depends on the issue of this great undertaking ; it will solve the question ofthe
continuity of gold in the reefs cut in the Tokatea, Harbour View, and others 800 feet above tho level of
the tunnel, though this is not so much a matter of conjecture since the Tokatea reef has been proved
so highly auriferous in the lower levels of the claims below it, and upwardsof 300feet belowwhere it was
first struck in the Tokatea. The tunnel is now driven about 700 feet in on the Coromandel or western
side, and about 250 on the Kennedy Bay. The nature of the country on the last referred to is very
obstinate, the stone intensely hard, and rapid progress impossible, every inch requiring powder. On
tho Coromandol side several lodes have been cut, and those more recently met with show more gold,
and payable lodes are expected in the next 300 feet.

A battery on the Kennedy Bay side of the range has been a want long felt. This, however, has
now been supplied through the enterprise of a Mr. Bennett, who, at his own cost, constructed one with
a tramway about one mile in length, the upper gradients self-acting, and the lower portion mostly
worked by horses. This work has been very well and substantially executed, and will prove of the
highest value to claims on the eastern watetshed. It leads from the Tokatea saddle to the Waikoro-
miko Creek, where the battery is in course of erection. The depression I have referred to affected
this undertaking, and it was at a standstillfor somemonths—the tramway finished, the site ready for the

7
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machine house, the machinery in part delivered on the field ; and it so remained until recently, when
the Bismark and French Republic Gold Mining Company (holding ground immediately below the
Tokatea, and on the same reef) purchased an interest in the concern, and work has been resumed, and
will progress to completion. The race, conveying the water to the battery, which is to be worked by a
15-inchturbine wheel (50 horse-power), is about 3-J miles long. At present the Tokatea Company
convey their quartz from their lower levels up the eastern side of the range along a branch tramway
of their own construction to the Government tramway, which conveys all quartz at a small rate to tho
batteries on the Coromandel side.

The old Kapanga ground, to which I referred in my last report, has within the last few months
been occupied by a London Company, called " The New Zealand Kapanga Gold Mining Company," with
a capital of £100,000, with 20,000 shares, all held in England. Machinery and stores of the value of
£15,000 have recently arrived from England and placed on the ground, and work commenced. The
plant consists of very valuable and powerful engines for pumping, winding and crushing (50 stamps),
(500 feet ofboth 15 and 1G inch pumps, sufficient to drain the mine 1,000 feet if required. A perpen-
dicular engine shaft is begun, intended to intersect the reef (formerly worked with success by the old
company) at about COO feet from the surface. This is now down about 80 feet, and is of great
dimensions (14 feet by 8 feetwithin timbers). It is intended to open a cross-cut for thereef at 400 feet.
From the nature of the works contemplated, the Company cannot expect any return within the next
two years, and will probably have to expend £30,000 in erecting their machinery and sinking the
shaft. The greatness of the undertaking shows the confidence entertained of ultimate success. The
pumping of this large shaft will drain a radius of something like a mile of the surrounding country,
which will assist the development of the reefs long known to exist in the neighbourhood. The
company has also made a tramway about two miles in length, leading into the Paul's Creek District,
for the conveyance of the necessary timber. This work will now be of great assistance to the public
in prospecting this portion of the district. A license was applied for in November for a claim about
eight miles north of the Tokatea, near Kennedy—entirely new country. The prospectors have to
contend with the usual drawbacks to progress in such a country as this—dense, almost impenetrable
forest; and it must be remembered that the richest reef must be brought to machinery.

In the Court House Creek, ground untried until lately, one claim is showing up very well—the
Buffalo. They have driven on a veryrich though small leader, and it has great promise ofsuccess ; has
lately sent some veryrich parcels to the mill.

In the accompanying returns I have given the statistical informationrequired. With regard to
one item—population—I am only able to give numbers approximately. I estimate the population of
tho district generally at about 3,500, and I have returned the mining population for the year at 900.
"The Gold MiningDistricts Act, 1871," has now been in force for about fifteen months, and may be
considered to be fairly tested. I would desire hereto remark on one feature of it,which I think might
be altered with advantage, and that is the delay that must take place after a licensed holding is abso-
lutely forfeited (i.e., forfeiture decreed by the Inspector, and the time for appeal to the Warden
allowed to pass without notice by the former holders) and the time when it can be again taken up.
By the 53rd section of the Act, the Warden must advertise a day on which application may be made,
and such day not to be less than one month ; and ifmore than one applicant, a further delay must take
place for the sale by auction.

One decided effect of the Act is to lessen the amount of litigation, the chief incentiveto actions
for breach of regulations under the GoldFields Acts being the forfeiture of the defendants' interests
in favour of the plaintiff. It is possible that the revenue may suffer in some degree, as it is almost
impossible for any staff of officials to exercise such an amount of supervision as the old system
encouraged. Under the Gold Mining Districts Act all proceedings for forfeiture must be taken iv the
name of the Inspector, and a breach of the regulations entails a penalty only ; and in fact even the
want of a miner's right, which would have been fatal under the Gold Fields Acts, is met by a fine
only-

In conclusion, I beg to report my conviction that this district is well worthy the attention of tho
mining public ; andthat when facilities for prospecting, through the formation of roads and tracks now
in progress, are improved, I expect a marked change in the progress of the district.

I have, &c,
Warden's Office, Coromandel, 31st March, 1873. Jackson Keddell, Warden.

Enclosure 2 in No. 1.
Report of Mr. Warden Phaser upon tho South Hauraki Gold Field.

General Report on the state of the Hauraki Gold Mining District for the Year ending
3lst March, 1873.

Before entering into statements of detail to show the position of the field during the past year, I
may make a few remarks upon the working of " The Gold Mining Districts Act, 1871," which was
brought into force on the 22nd of January, 1872. In my last report I stated that I hesitated to give
a decided opinion, but that I thought it would work satisfactorily. Twelve months further experience
of the working of the measure enables me to state that it is well adapted for the requirements of this
field. Under the Gold Fields Act, every dispute or proceeding could only be dealt with by a suit in
the Warden's Court, causing enormous expense for litigation. Under the Gold MiningDistricts Act,
it is made the business of the Warden, the Inspector, and the other officials,to afford such assistance to
all engaged in mining enterprises as shall enable them to avoid litigation. In the Warden's office
much business is now disposed of which formerly would have come before the Court in a contested
suit; and by certain operations as regards the marking out of claims being now more precisely defined
than they were by tho Gold Fields Act, dispute cannot arise on many of the points which formerly
caused litigation. I may say that I believe the working of the Act would have been improved by the
changes proposed to be made in the GoldFields Act introduced into the House ofRepresentatives last
Session, but which was withdrawn.
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2. The strong approval, however, which I feel bound to give to the Act in respect to its working
on the part of this field which has been long open, and which has been so well prospected, I cannot
extend to its suitability for land newly opened; and I think that such country should be opened under
the Gold Fields Act, or that such amendment of the Gold Mining Districts Act should be made as
would render it more suitable to the requirements of new ground. The great objection is the large
extent of land (thirty acres) which, under the Gold Mining Districts Act, may be taken up as a claim
or under license. The principal object on new ground is to have it efficiently prospected; and ample
experience has shown that in no way can this be done so thoroughly as by allowing it to be taken up
in claims under miners' rights. In this way an immense amount of driving and sinking is done, and
surface leaders are found which conduct to more valuable discoveries. By this means, also, it is found
where the erection of expensive and permanent machinery will pay, and claims gradually become
amalgamated, till the ground is in portions large enoughfor extensive operations.

3. For some years past, the Government have been acquiring by purchase from the Native
owners the fee-simple of blocks of ground on this peninsula. One of the most extensive purchases
has been made during the past year—that of the Hikutaia and Whangamata Blocks. These are
situated to the south of the present gold fields, and, in fact, extend up to the boundary of the Ohine-
muri Block. In the early part of January last, after a prolonged session, the Native Lands Court
gave judgment as to the claims for ownership of these blocks, and immediately thereafter Mr. Mackay
commenced negotiations for their purchase. Great expectations had been raised as to this ground,
owing to the alleged discovery of a rich reef by a man named Brogan; and as work was slack on the
older workings in this quarter, a great number of men were prepared to give the new field a trial.
During the time of the negotiations for the purchase of the land, and before the Proclamation was
issued annexing it to the goldfield, a good deal of prospecting was done notwithstanding that a number
of Natives and two European constables were employed to prevent it, and as the result of that pros-
pecting was not favourable, the number of men who went up to the new ground was much fewer than
would have been necessary to give the ground a trial had even moderate prospects been obtained at
different places. As it was, several hundred miners were encamped at Hikutaia, on the River Thames,
and at Whangamata, on the East Coast, when the ground was declared open, on the 20th ofFebruary
last. I was instructed by His Honor the Superintendent to proceed to the new field, and open my office
in a building erected by Mr. Mackay on the new township which had been laid oft' by him at Hikutaia.
My duties at Grahamstown and Shortland were discharged during my absence by Mr. Warden
Keddell, from Coromandel. Previous to the opening of the field, a claim of thirty acres was marked
off for the prospectors at Whangamata. Respecting this claim there has been a large amountof dispute
and contradiction, which it is not necessary for me to go into. It was alleged that Thomas Brogan had
discovered a rich reef, which he was to share with Messrs. Levy and Goldwater. On representations
being made to the Superintendent as to the value of the discovery, he promised that when the land was
acquired he would give the prospectors a claim of thirty acres. But Brogan andthe others quarrelled;
and when the time came to mark out the ground, the man who was supposed to be the discoverer
would not point out the reef, nor have anything to do with the claim. The claim was marked out a
few days before the field was declared open, on a reef at Whangamata, supposed to be that meant by
Brogan. I read the Proclamation opening the field to the miners at Hikutaia on the 20th of February,
and remained there till Wednesday, the 26th. On that day, the whole of the men at Whangamata,
discouraged by the result of their prospecting, came over to Hikutaia, and with the men at the latter
place, who had also been unsuccessful, determined to return to Shortland. I also came down to Short-
land, and proceeded to Auckland to inform His Honor the Superintendent how matters stood. I was
authorized by him to return to my duties at Shortland and Grahamstown, to leave a clerk at Hikutaia,
and myself to pay visits to that place weekly. Within the last few weeks the clerk has been with-
drawn ; but in case of any discovery being made, facilities for transacting business would at once be
afforded at Hikutaia.

4. I am glad to state that since thereturn ofthe men from Whangamata there has been a good deal
of prospecting on the outskirts of this field, and on ground near the townships which hadformerly been
occupied. A good many new claims have been taken up, which lam informed arepaying the men who
are working them. I fully believe that this renewed energy in prospecting will greatly assist in causing
a revival in mining matters generally.

5. The following are the returns of gold from the field, and the estimated quantities of stuff
crushed, as furnished by the Thames Advertiser. There being no official records of crushings kept,
I furnish these as the most authentic obtainable. Amongst the returns are a few from Coromandel:—

Gold Returns for Year ending 31st March, 1873.
Date. Stone Crushed. Results.

1872. Tons. Oz.
April 18 ... ... ... ... 7,149 14,547
May 15. ... ... ... ... 8,142 15,933
June 11 ... ... ... G,117 9,925
July 9 ... ... ... 6,511 12,342
Augusts ... ... ... 8,053 12,173
September 3 ... ... ... 8,009 12,147
October 1 ... ... ... 8,028 10,504

31 ... ... ... 8,521 8,883
November 26 ... ... ... 7,595 9,914

1873.
January 3 ... ... ... 11,971 15,682

21 ... ... ... 3,838 3,384
February 18 ... ... ... 7,206 8,956
March 18 ... ,„ ... 7,364 8,646

98,504 143,036

2—H. 7.
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6. There has been a very prevalent depression in mining affairs during the greaterportion of the
past year, principally caused by the falling off in the extraordinary yields from the Caledonian Mine.
Indeed, latterly, the operations of this Company have been suspended, as it was found impossible to
sink to lower levels until the Pumping Association's shaft had intersected the reef and drained it.
The present depth of the Company's workings is 300 feet. At first an effort was made to continue sink-
ing, but the combined efforts of the mining machinery of the Caledonian and Tookey Mines were
insufficient to drain the water. At present, rich prospects are being found in the 70 feet and 100 feet
levels of the mine, and no time will be lost in opening the deeper levels, when it shall become possible
to recommence operations.

7. Early in the month of August the Cure Mine became prominent for extraordinary yields, and
for a long time it maintained the premier position as a gold producer. In September one small parcel
of two tons of stone produced 966 ounces of gold. In the same month a crushing of 370 tons yielded
600 ounces, and the total yield from the mine from September, 1872, to January, 1873, amounts to
6,415 ounces of goldfrom 1,522 tons ofquartz. This mine was worked from a depth of about 80 feet
below the sea level. The rich quartz from which these returns were principally obtained became
exhausted or broken a few months ago, and since then the Company have been engaged in prospecting
their miue towards the surface, working upwards from the same level.

8. Tho Albion Company, whose shaft was being sunk to intersect the Caledonian reef at a still
lower level than the Pumping Association's, have recently been compelled to discontinue operations, a
strong stream of water having been met with and the machinery erected being insufficient for drainage.
The Pumping Association works will also assist this Company. There are numerous other Companies
located on the same line of reef, whose operations have been carried on during the past year with
varying success. Amongst others, the Golden Calf, the Central Italy, and the Otago. The latter
Company has recently come on a rich reef in the 300 feet level of their mine, and during the present
month have had a crushing which yielded an average of 3 oz. 14 dwts. of goldto the ton of stone.

9. The Golden Crown, formerly, one of the richest mines on the field, before the portion of the
Caledonian reef striking through it became exhausted, has recently been turning out well. A new reef,
evidently one of a system, has been found in the 130 feet level, and has produced a very large quantity
of gold, enabling the Company to pay off a balance of £5,000 to the Pumping Association, besides
handsome dividends to the shareholders.

10. The portion of the Thames Gold Field, which has recently become most prominent, is tho
upper portion of the Moanataiari Creek, where a large number of claims on the Sons of Freedom
line of reef have become developed. In this instance a very valuable line of reef has been worked for
avery great length, and has proved of immense richness ; and by the enterprise of the companies located
on its strike, low levels have been opened, which will afford work for many years to come. The lowest
level at which the reef is at present opened is in a tunnel driven by the Sons of Freedom Company
to a length of 90Q feet through very hard country. The cost of this tunnel may be estimated at
£2,000, but it opens the reef at a depth of400 feet from the surface, or 200 feet below the level, which
has hitherto been worked with such profit to the Company. A winze or underlie shaft is being sunk
on the dip ofthe reef to meet the main level, and this is now down 150 feet. A similar tunnel is being
driven by the Middle Star Company to intersect the same reef at or about the same level. This drive,
which has also proved a very costly one, has already reached a length of 650 feet, but will probably
have to be carried a further length of 120 feet before it intersects the reef. In both these instances,
the shareholders have been relieved from the payment of funds towards the expenses by the profitable
working of the upper ground.

11. The Watchman Company have also intersected the same reef in their main tunnel, which
is on rather a higher levelthan the others ; and communication having been formed with the upper level
by means of a winze, the mining operations of the company may now be said to have fairly commenced.
It was in the Black Angel Mine that the richest run of gold ever found on this line of reef was
developed; and duringthe past year that Company has enjoyed a large share of prosperity, and has
contributed materially to the gold returns of the field. The level at which the reef has been worked
in this mine is 200 feet higher than that at which it was intersected iv the Sons ofFreedom tunnel.
In the Whau Mine the same lode has been opened, butnot worked on to any great extent; and in the
Alburnia Mine it has also been discovered at a level 400 feet higher than that of the Sons of Freedom
tunnel. From these facts it will be seen that a very large extent of this reef has been operated upon
at various levels. It has proved auriferous throughout, and contains belts of golden stone varying in
width from 10 to 40 inches. But the reef to which the Alburnia and Whau Companies have devoted
their attention is a parallel one belonging to the same system, but locallyknown as Dixon's reef.
This also has been well developed and proved very rich. The Whau Company have driven their
main tunnel to intersect this reef a length of 300 feet, but it has not yet come to hand. In sinking a
winze from the old level to meet this one, a rich run of gold was met with, and a parcel of 15 tons
crushed from this portion of the mine in February yielded 612 ounces of gold. The history of this
mine is not without interest. From some cause or another the first Whau Company were unable to
make the mine pay. They got into difficulties and the property was sold. It was purchased by the
present proprietors, who at once commenced the low level. They were unable to carry on operations
in the upper workings owing to the water, but the extended operations of Dixon's Mine drained off
theirs, and they have thus been enabled to sink the winze before alluded to. The first crushing, after
paying all expenses, enabled the shareholders to divide almost half as much money as the ground
originally cost them. In the Alburnia and Dixon's Mines thisreef has been worked to great advantage
during the year. The course of these reefs is generally N.E., and all the claims located on them are at
present prosperous, with general indications of improvement.

12. There is another system of reefs developed on the flat at Grahamstown, which has assumed
great importance. Upon these reefs the Bright Smile, City of London, Queen of the May, and other
companies are now carrying on operations at a depth of200 to 250 feet under the level of the sea, with
profitable results.

13. The Kurunui main tunnel to which I alluded in my last report has proved a most beneficial
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work, enabling those companies through whose mines it passes to operate to much greater advantage
than they could otherwise do.

14. Altogether, I may say that notwithstanding the temporary depression which at present prevails,
the operations progressing, and the enterprising spirit shown by mine owners in the development of
their properties, coupled with the rich prospects of the reefs, convince me that the future of the field
will be prosperous as the past.

15. These are the principal workings on the field, and I may now give some details respecting a
most important enterprise—namely, the Pumping Association. On this depends in a great measure
the future of the gold field, as it is regarded as the test of whether or not the goldwill continue in
depth. To give an idea of the magnitude of the operations of this company, I will mention a few facts
connected therewith. The company, as I previously stated, is an union of four of the leading com-
panies, namely, the Caledonian, Tookey's, Golden Crown, and Imperial Crown. The object was to sink
a main shaft throughthelmperial Crown Mine, which would intersect the Caledonian reef at a greater
depth than had previously been reached. This shaft would of course drain the workings of the other
companies, and enable them to continue operations in their own mines. To accomplish this object the
Association was formed, and the shaft sunk. The works have been carried on on a scale of magnitude
seldom equalled in the Australian Colonies. The shaft has now reached a depth of350 feet. Its size
is 11^ feet by 6^ feet, inside measurement. In order to raise the water from this shaft, the largest and
most powerful mining machinery in these Colonies has been erected. The engine, which has been
erected on a massive stone foundation, works directly over the shaft. The nominal power of the
engine is 350 horse-power. The cylinder of this massive machinery is 82 inches in diameter, and the
length of stroke is 10 feet. The pump-pipes are 25 inches in diameter, and the whole is capable of
raising fully ten tons of water per minute, when in full work. There are two drawing lifts and one
plunger. The lower drawing lift has only newly commenced work, for the company has determined
to sink the shaft a further depth of 30 or 40 feet, as it has not yet intersected the reef. The shaft is
a splendid and costly piece of work. It is framed with massive kauri timber, measuring 14 inches by
12 inches, and these frames are fixed 3|- feet apart, the intermediate spaces being closely lathed with
kauri planks, 9 inches by 2 inches. These frames are supported by hanging bolts from heavy bearers
placed at distances of 30 feet apart. It is estimated that up to the present time this shaft has cost
£40,000, including, of course, the machinery and plant, and the expenses of erection. The best
engineering skill obtainable in the Colonies has been procured by the company. Their operations have
been very greatlyretarded in consequence of a dangerous gas which apparently exists in the mineral
water. Being very much heavier than the common atmosphere, it is extremely difficult to eject it from
the mine, and often for days together the sinking of the shaft has to be discontinued. But the United
Pumping Association has displayed an amount of enterprise and perseverance which is worthy of all
admiration, for, in a great measure, on the success ofthis enterprise depends the future, I will not say
existence butwelfare, of the Thames Gold Field. It will, besides accomplishing the purpose of draining
the surrounding mines, test the great moot question of gold carrying to great depths under sea level in
this field. The operations of the company have already extended to a depth of about 340 feet under
that level.

Grahamstown, 3rd March, 1873. W. Fraser, Warden.

MARLBOROUGH.
No. 2.

Mr. Warden WniTEnoRN to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.
Report on the Gold Fields of the Province of Marlborough for the Year ended 31st March, 1873.

Pelorus. —During the past year no improvement has taken place here. I regret to say the
population has slightly decreased, the average being not more than about ninety. The unusually dry
summer has enabled the miners to work out several portions of the Wakamarina which have been
supposed to be very rich ; the result has not been so satisfactory as was anticipated, still a very
considerable amount of gold has been obtained. No new ground has been opened, but now the river
is nearly worked out, the terraces will probably obtain a greater degree of attention. Nearly all of
them are known to be more or less gold-bearing, but the anticipation of heavy finds in the river has
hitherto almost absorbed the small population, and in consequence nearly the whole workings have
been confined to theriver.

As has been said in former reports, water is all that is required to make many parts of this gold
field highly remunerative, but there are no capitalists among ourpopulation to initiate awork of the kind.
A few inquiries have lately been made as to the terms on which Government aid could be obtained,
but I fear nothing more will be done. The amount of gold produced still gives a high average of
earnings.

During the year, three applications were made for leases on a line ofreef; but after surveying, &c,
the applications have been withdrawn.

Wairau.—This district is almost deserted. About twenty men are employed in the Onamalutu
portion of it only. In my last I mentioned that a party was trying to sink in that locality. Though
much troubled by water, they have bottomed on good gold; but the water is still a great hindrance to
them. They are now trying by a tail race to reduce the labour of pumping.

The prospects obtained are very encouraging,even after the great delay in getting down, and the
men have great hopes of ultimate success.

Another party about two miles further up the river are doing well, having for some weeks past
got about 10 oz. per week to party of four.

There is every reason to believe that this district will yet produce a large quantity of gold.
Quartz-reefing is still in abeyance.
Ravenscliff. —A small gold field has been proclaimed at Cape Jackson at the mouth of Queen
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Charlotte Sound, where reefs have been found, generallybelieved to be good. Machinery is just being
erected by " The Turner Gold Mining Company, Registered," and in a short time crushing will
commence. Several leases have been applied for; and should the Turner Company be successful, this
small gold field will be a very busy place, as the reefs are said to be very numerous.

Queen Charlotte Sound.—This is another field proclaimed (in consequence of areef being found),
which embraces all tho Crown land lying between the Queen Charlotte and Pelorus Sounds. Only
one lease has as yet been applied for. Good stone has been obtained from the reef, and a trial will
probably be givenit as soon as tho Turner Company have completed their crushing machinery.

At present only a surmise can be made as to the future of these two last-named goldfields, but it
is generallybelieved that the ranges between the Sounds contain many quartz reefs, and should those
at present known, and about to be tested, prove payable, there will undoubtedly be a considerable
population settle in these localities, and other reefs found.

W. Whitehorn, Warden.

NELSON.
No. 3.

Mr. Warden Lowther Broad to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.
Sir,— Warden's Office, Nelson, Bth April, 1873.

I have the honour to forward herewith the various returns required by you, which, however,
you will perceive, are very imperfectly filled up, a result consequent upon the absence of all the books
and records at Wangapeka, and also the fact that during the past twelve months little has been doing
in the Wangapeka District.

Quartz mining has come to a standstill, the Culliford's and Doran's Mines not having proved (so
far as they were tested) payable. In connection with the last-mentioned mine, a very expensive wire
tramway and battery were erected, the former scarcely answering the expectations of the shareholders.
The machinery for the battery was made by Mr. Moutray, of Nelson, and is turned out quite as
perfect as any that can be imported. It is possible that an arrangement may bo made to givethis
mine a more searching prospecting, and with good machinery at hand it is to be hoped somethingwill
be done to try its real value before finally abandoning it. The great expense connected with such an
undertaking would perhaps be getting the wire tramway into working order.

The number of alluvial miners scattered about the Wangapeka, Sherry, and Paton Districts
remains about the same as lastyear, and I believe they continue to earnremunerative wages.

Although the last twelve months have witnessed utter stagnation in mining progress, I by no
means thinkthis state of things will continue. The certainty of always being able to obtain "wages
ground " will be sure to attract population, when the excitement attendant upon newrushes calms
down ; and with an increased population, we may fairly hope that their enterprise will develop the
mineral riches which areknown to exist in different parts of this district.

I have, &c,
Lowther Broad, Warden.

The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington.

No. 4
Mr. Warden Turnell to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Warden's General Report, Golden Bay District, Nelson Gold Fields, Year ending 31st March, 1873.
During the past year a considerable number of the mining population have been drawn from this
district by the favourable reports from Reefton and Queensland which have appeared from time to time
in the public newspapers, and there is a corresponding falling off in the revenue receipts. The
deficiency arises chiefly from the fact that the number of miners' rights issued is less by forty-one
than the previous year. Fourteen leases have been either surrendered or allowed to lapse, and the
amount received for publicans' licenses is £27 10s. less than that of the previous twelve months.
The total deficiency, in comparison with last annual statement, would appear to be £176 13s. 10d., a fact
very much to be regretted, since there is within the district many hundreds of acres of auriferous table
lands perfectly valueless for agricultural purposes, but which would prove remunerative to the gold
miner if a full supply of water could be obtained at a sufficiently high level to admit of the ground
being worked on the hydraulic and ground-sluicing principle. This want can only be supplied by the
introduction of large capital. Most of the alluvial claims held under lease, referred to in last report,
continue to be worked to profit; two have been surrendered as worked out, but other applications are
under consideration.

The unusually dry season proves exceedingly favourable to river work. Several parties are doing
remarkably well, both in the Aorere and Slate Rivers. Tho former is attracting considerable attention:
applications for extended claims are dailybeing made. These rivers cannotbe worked duringthe winter
months.

The Perseverance Company have been steadily at work, but as yet no dividend has been made. A
small battery has been erected by Mr. John Ross, and is in full operation; but it being a private
undertakingthe result is not known. A lead of auriferous quartz has been discovered at Friday Creek,
on the Native reserve called " Taitapu." The ssam has been minedinto for a considerable distance, and
very rich specimens have been met with, but in consequence of not being able to secure a lease of the
land, and the great cost and difficulty of getting machinery on to the ground, the reef has not been
fairlytested, it is expected that the reserve will shortly be proclaimed under " The Gold Fields Districts
Act, 187.1." The iron ore which abounds in the district has attracted attention ; andas itexists inclose
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proximity to the coal (several additional seams of which have been discovered) ; a large area has been
leased, and it is proposed to form a company and carry on the work on a much larger scale. The
drive at the coal mine is progressing slowly, the rock being exceedingly hard ; it is expected that the
first seam will be reached in a few months. The sample ofplumbago referred to in last report has been
pronounced of good quality, and it is probable there will be a considerable demand for it. Some
Auckland gentlemen have joined in the enterprise, and propose shortly to commence working the
lode.

No additional agricultural leases have been granted duringthe year. Little or nothing has been
done to the roads and tracks, which remain in a very bad state. A bridge is very much needed over the
River Aorere. Near the junction of Salisbury Creek, there is an excellent site ; the cost of erection is
estimated at about £500. The track through the Pakawau Bush is in a very bad state, it being almost
impassable, and requires immediate attention. The Mud Flat at West Wanganui has been markedout
with guide posts by instructions ofthe NativeCommissioner. Several liveshave been lost in attempting
to cross the flat, which is nearly seven miles by the present route, and can only be crossed at low
water. The district has been visited by members of both General andProvincial Governments, and its
general condition is now well known.

April, 1873. H. W. Turnell, Warden.

STATEMENT showing the amount of Land Revenue received during the Year ending the 31st day of
March, 1873.

No. 5.
Mr. Warden Giles to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Westport, 19th April, 1873.
I have the honor to report as follows on the progress and condition of the District of Buller,

including Charleston andBrighton, for the year ending the 31st March ult.:—I estimate the mining population as under:— No. of
Buller— Miners.

Terraces, beaches, and creeks, north ofRiver ... ... ... 260
Addison's, Shamrock, and other places south of Buller, as far as Totara 350
Charleston ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 500
Brighton ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 110

1,220
I believe that my estimate lastyear was too low, a circumstance which I account for by supposing

that the loss ofminers sustained by this district in consequence of the attractions ofthe Inangahua
reefs was magnified, and that I had no means at that time of measuring its true amount. The above
estimate is based on tho best information I have been able to attain, and, though only approximate, is
probably not very far from the truth. The population seems at present pretty steady, and I see no
immediate reason to expect any great increase or diminution.

Westport, Charleston, and Brighton.—l have continued to hold Courts at these places, as stated in
my last report. My regular Courts are once a week each at Westport and Charleston, and once a
month at Brighton. Besides these, there is of course miscellaneous Court business, in the shape of
police cases, on other days at Westport. The Court business at Westport, both in the Resident
Magistrate's and the Warden's Court, but particularly the former, has considerably increased, as will
be seen on a comparison of the statistics forwarded herewith, with those accompanying my last yearly
report. The number of cases heard at Charleston has not been so much less than the year before as
might have been expected. The amount ofbusiness has somewhat declined of late, but it stillrequires
weekly attendance. The monthly Court at Brighton is a great convenience to the residents in that
neighbourhood, and the business has hitherto been sufficient, in my opinion, to justify its continuance.

Old Digging Localities. —There is very little to report respecting the old and well-known diggings
at the terraces north of the Buller, at Addison's,'and the Shamrock lead, and at Charleston and
Brighton. At all these places some diminution of population, and some reduction in tho amount of
gold obtained, have been experienced. It is of course impossible to say howfar this process may be
carried, but I should think that the old spots above mentioned will continue to be worked for a long
time to come. I have made a practice of giving double groundto parties applying for it in all cases

liners' Rights Fees
lusiness License Fees
Vater Races
tent on Gold MiningLeases...
tent on AgriculturalLeases ...
Registration Fees ...
hardens' Court Fees
liscellaneousReceipts

£ s. d
123 0 0
15 0 0

105 10 0
24 5 3
29 10 0
17 0

15 3 0

'ublican's License Fees (part of)
'ees in Resident Magistrate's Court

£313 15 3
32 10 0
43 2 11

£389 8 2
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where no manifest objection existed to such a course, and by this means ground is doubtless some-
times worked which would otherwise not be worth taking up.

Beach Claims.—The expectations which were formed twelve months ago as to the value of claims
upon the sea-beach have only been partially realized. In the Charleston District, and on the beach
between Charleston and the Totara, a good many claims are occupied. The working of them is
rendered possible by the races, which have, at a considerable cost of money and labour, been brought
down to the beach; and it is only to be regretted that a still larger number of claims are not
constantly at work to remunerate the race proprietors for their outlay. The new regulation by which
beach claims are made to extend to the sea, will, I think, satisfy the miners, and tend to prevent
difficulty. On the south side of the Totara River the beach workings have proved a failure, and a
good deal of time and labour have been apparently thrown away there.

Quartz.—I have nothing to report about quartz reefs since the Lyell and Inangahua were formed
into a separate district. There have lately appeared indications of a development of quartz workings
nearer the coast, and within the somewhat indefinite boundaries of my district. The principal spot
where a discovery of this kind has been made is at the Mokihinui, where it appears that an undoubted
quartz reef, of apparently very good auriferous quality, has been found about twenty miles up the
river. Some very good specimens from this reef were brought to me in February last, and a lease was
appliedfor by the prospectors. The ground has been lately surveyed, and I believe the surveyor has
formed a good opinion of the reef. The country is rough, but I understand a track can be made there.
The conveyance of machinery will however probably be a matter of difficulty, as the river itself affords
more obstacles than facilities. Other leases have since been applied for, and attention is now so
decidedly drawn in that direction that there is little doubt of the reef or reefs in that neighbourhood
being thoroughly examined and their value ascertained. Another quartz reef has been discovered and
a lease applied for a few miles up the Buller. The specimens which I have seen from this place are
much inferior to those from the Mokihinui, but I believe the prospectors have confidence iv the value
of the reef. Nothing further has been done at the old quartz-reefing claim at the Waimangaroa ; but
at a little distance thence, at a spot described as situate on the slope of Mount Rochfort, a lease
has been obtained for the purpose of working a quartz reef. I have not, however, had any recent
information of the progress of this claim.

Westport.—The past twelve months has been a period of calamity and depression to the town of
Westport. Street after street has been washed away by the river and sea encroachments, and the
inhabitants have been compelled, at a great loss, to move their houses and places of business to such
sites as they could secure, the approach to the new site of the township being then unfinished. The
Government buildings are now safely established at the new site, and it seems probable that others
will follow either from choice or necessity; but for some time the town is likely to have a very
straggling arrangement. There seems to be no particular assignable limit to the further encroachments
of the sea and river, and I do not see why the former destruction should not again be repeated if the
river bank is not better protected than has yet been the case.

General Prospects of District.—The general prosperity of the Buller District has undoubtedly
been at a low ebb during the last twelve months. The situation of Westport must always give it a
full share in the general success of the gold fields, but the opening up of the quartz reefs at the Lyell
has not been yet rapid enough to relieve materially the depression of business experienced at the
Port of the Buller, whilst most of the supplies to the Inangahua Gold Fields now go by way of the
Grey.

The principal hopes of renewed commercial activity are now built upon the prospect of a coal
trade arising from the extensive seam discovered at the Ngakuwaho. I cannot give any information
on this topic of which the Government is not already in possession; but it may be hoped that the
development of this branch of industry, together with the gradual and steady progress of the quartz
reefs, may at no distant date secure to the Port of Buller some portion of the commerce for which its
pre-eminence amongst the harbours ofthe West Coast so signally adapt it.

The statistical returns accompanying this report will complete the information I have to give
respecting the general state of my district.

I have, &c,
Joseph Giles,

The Under Secretary for GoldFields. Warden andResident Magistrate.

DISTRICT OF BULLER.—Statistics of Resident Magistrate's and Warden's Offices for the Year
ending 31st March, 1873.

1X7- a Vyjia.riUBi.uiiWe8tP°rt- and Brighton.
Miners' Rights issued ... ... ... 426 ... 699
Business Licenses ... ... ... 235 ... 174
Summonses in Warden's Court ... ... 56 ... 72
Applications for Registered Rights ... 582 ... 983
Jold MiningLeases ... ... ... 15 ... 8
Lgricultural Leases ... ... ... 19 ... 6

Total.

1,125
409
128

1,565
23
25

Resident Magistrate's Court.
Westport. Charleston. Brighton.

*o. of Criminal Cases ... ... 212 ... 55 ... 3„ Civil Cases ... ... 429 ... 264 ... 25

Total.
270
718
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No. 6.
Mr. Warden Charles Broad to the Hnder Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Reefton, 12th May, 1873.
I have the honor to forward herewith the various returns called for in your circular of

February last. I also append a plan of my district, prepared by Mr. Woolley, the surveyor, to whom
both the Government and the public are deeply indebted for the promptitude and energy with which
during the past twelvemonths he has cleared off the large array of gold mining and agricultural lease
applications which had been awaiting survey. I append also a copy of my report to the Provincial
Council, which embodies nearly all the information I could give with reference to the district for the
past year. Since that report, Anderson's Claim has had another crushing, 6b'o tons quartz, yielding
913 oz. of gold; and the Just in Time and the Fiery Cross Claims, at Boatman's, have struck the
reef excessively rich, and machinery is in course of erection for the purposes of these claims. The
roads constructed lastyear by the Government have proved of immense service in opening up the
country. Several agricultural leases have been applied for along the line of road ; the cost of carriage
has been reduced, and easy access secured to the rapidly developing reefs between the Lyell and
Reefton.

It is most desirable that the rich auriferous country between the Lyell and the Matakitaki should
also be made available by the construction of a road. In fact, I know of no work of more importance,
not only to my particular district or to the Province of Nelson, but to the Colony generally. The
fine agricultural country in the Upper Buller, around Lake Rotoiti, the numerous gullies, creeks, and
terraces for miles known to be auriferous, present unequalled inducements for settlement.

I have, &c,
The Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Charles Broad, Warden.

Warden's Annual Report.—lnangahua District.
At the date of my last report the district was only in its infancy; so far as Murray Creek was con-
cerned, no crushings had taken place, though very large and extravagant notions had been formed as to
the richness of the reefs. This led to'a considerable amount of wild speculation; a large number of
leases were applied for in every possible direction ; shares in claims not even tested changed hands at
high prices ; a very large township sprang up, and then people waited for the realization of their
expectations. Where such a state of matters existed, everything being at fever heat, it is not to be
wondered at that many have been doomedto disappointment. But, on the other hand, the value of the
reefs, and the importance of their discovery,have been fully established. The statistics appended will
show that the various crushings have yielded an average of over an ounce to the ton, and when it is
remembered that considerable difficulty has been experienced in obtaining and placing machinery on
the ground, that the long continuance of dry weather has suspended operations, and that in Victoria
some 4 or 5 dwts. to the ton has been considered a payable yield, I think the result must be con-
sidered as highly satisfactory. And if to this fact be added the quantity of alluvial gold now being
obtained in Rainy Creek, Murray Creek, Soldier's Creek, Devil's Creek, Redman's, Painkiller, Lyell
Creek, Matakitaki, &c. ; the excellent timber through the district; the large deposits of coal, antimony,
and other metals ; the great quantity of ground available for agriculture, a large quantity of which is
under cultivation,—I think it must be conceded that a most valuable tract of country has been opened
up by the discovery of the reefs.

The machinery at present erected, and now in full working order, is as under :— Cost.
1. Ajax Company, Shiels's, fifteen heads, steam ... ... ... £7,000
2. Westland Crushing Company, fifteen heads, steam ... ... ... 5,000
3. Anderson's Company, fifteen heads, water ... ... ... 5,500
4. Wealth of Nations Company, fifteen heads, water ... ... ... 6,000
5. Energetic Company, ten heads, water ... ... ... ... 3,000
C. Band of Hope Company, ten heads, water ... ... ... 5,000
7. Murray Creek Cement Company, six heads, water ... ... ... 5,000
8. Alpine Company, eight heads, water ... ... ... ... 4,000

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... £40,500
To these tliare will shortly be added machinery at Boatman's Creek, which is being erected jointly

by the Just in Time and Fiery Cross Claims, and a small battery which is being erected by Carroll and
Cairns, of the Little Wonder Claim, at the Eight-Mile, near the Lyell, when crushing will be carried on
for the claims in the vicinity.

Revenue.

Fees and Fines of Resident
Magistrate's Court

Provincial Account
Provincial Treasurer

-rrr , _ CharlestonWestport. i -d ■ i._1 and .Brighton.
£ s. d. £ s. d.
556 17 0 ... 304 1 6

1,727 15 3 ... 3,440 10 6
1,010 5 1 ... 1,026 8 6

Total.

£ s. d.
800 18 6

5,168 5 9
2,036 13 7

Gold Exported prom Westport.

Year ending 31stMarch, 1871
1872
1873

Gold.
56,155 oz. 12 dwts. 0 grs.
53,935 „ 6 „ 7 „
37,543 „ 4 „ 22 „

Duty.
£7,019 9 0

6,741 18 10
4,348 16 6
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It may now be taken for granted that in every case the reef struck at the lower level has turned
out to yield the best, and I believe that many of the claims will eventually be worked by main tunnels
from Black's Point and Murray Creek; and from the elevation of the present workings, and the dis-
jointed nature of the reefs worked, I think it very probable that the actual main reef has yet to be
struck at a much lower level.

Some better means will have to be adopted for securing a constant supply of water, for with the
exception of Anderson's, at Black's Point, who have brought in a large race from the Inangahua River,
all the other machines have been obliged to suspend operations from time to time in consequence of
the dry weather. If, as no doubt eventually will be the case, the majority of machine sites will be at
Black's Point, it would be easy to enlarge Anderson's Race to command them all. The experience of
the past summer points to the necessity of constructing reservoirs to fall back upon in dry weather.

Alluvial Workings.—Long before the discovery of quartz reefs, alluvial gold has been found in
isolated patches throughout the entire district, in many cases water-worn and heavy, in other cases
scaly, and closely resembling the gold obtained by the process of ground sluicingin the Province of
Otago. The large rush of miners to the district upon the discovery of the quartz reefs, and the conse-
quent necessity of many of them being unable to obtain employment in quartz claims, and the
impossibility of prospecting for fresh reefs without funds, led to a new overhaul of abandoned alluvial
workings, as well as prospecting for fresh alluvial deposits in the various creeks adjacent to the reefs.
Had it not been for the exceptionally dry summer, these efforts would have been crowned with greater
success than actuallyresulted, but with this drawback large quantities of alluvial gold have been
brought in and disposed of. Amongst the alluvial claims in the district, there is one worthy of special
mention, from the quantity of work done in it. It is situated in Redman's Gully, between Reefton and
Boatman's, and is held by W. Lynch and party. They have constructed a tail-race 2,000 feet iv length,
the depth varying from 6 feet to 14 feet, covered and close lathed, besides bringing in two head-races
for the purpose of ground sluicing. There is also a largo amount of work done in Soldier's Gully,
about a mile south of Reefton, and a great deal of gold is being obtained. At the Lyell some 150
miners are working alluvial ground, and the average yield is about 100 oz. per week; and in the
scattered district of the Matakitaki some 100 miners are at work, the average yield being 75 oz.
per week.

Fresh Discoveries.—So far as alluvial gold is concerned, lam not aware of any new workings; the
miners are principally occupied in workings that were abandoned when the West Coast rush took
place in the various creeks and gullies running into the InangahuaRiver.

Fresh quartz reefs have, however, been discovered at the Lyell, towards the Eight-Mile Creek, and
which bid fair to rival in richness the Little Wonder Claim. This claim was originallytaken up by
Carroll and Cairns as two men's ordinary claim, and it was subsequently extended to five men's
ground. It is really a piece of spare ground adjoining the Alpine Company's lease, and has an
excessively rich leaderrunning through it.

RESULT OF CRUSHINGS AT THE MURRAY CREEK REEFS.
Subjoined is as accurate a return as can possibly be obtained.

Date. Name of Company.
.872, March. Energetic
873, February. Energetic
.872, May. Ajax„ July. Ajax
„ October. Ajax,, November. Ajax

.873, March 1. Ajax,, March 31. Ajax

.872, July. Westland„ August. Golden Fleece...

.873, January. Golden Fleece...

.872, October. Inglewood„ October. United Band of Hope ...„ November. Golden Hill ...„ December. Anderson's

.873, February. Anderson's„ January. Victoria„ January. Wealth of Nations„ January. Wealth ofNations„ January. Invincible

Tons Crush
10

297
603
190
300

1,000
300
500

80
510
683

27
31

526
515
150
317
120
210
121

bed. Yield—oz.
42

108
970
400
600
606
150
303
40

868
1,121

55
41

192
581
168
149
92

161
132

iel

Totals 6,490 6,779
Population.

Locality,
teefton ... i ...
.lack's Point ...
Murray Creek Reefs
tainy Creek
ioldier's and Devil's Creek
'ainkiller and Redman's
.oatman's

Miners.
100
50

200
30
50
60
80

Others.
400

75
25

20

Carried forward 570 520
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Since the above return, the Alpine has sent down 300 ounces.
Discovery of Antimony.—Large quantities of antimony ore have been discovered at Boatman's

Creek by Mr. Caples, and at Rainy Creek by Mr. Ranft, who intends applying to the WasteLands
Board for a lease. Loose blocks of the ore were found in a gully leading into Deep Creek, and this
led to further investigation,resulting in the discovery of the main reef. This metal is valuable in
itself, and the adjacent coal wouldrender it a very easy matter to smelt the ore on the spot. Samples
of the ore that have been tested yielded from 3G'4O to 70 per cent, of antimony, and from half an
ounce to one ounce of gold per ton; but there are parts, if separated, that would give a much larger
yield of gold. Mr. Ranft has lodged a large parcel of about 50 lbs. in the office at Reefton for public
inspection. Some excellent specimens from Boatman's, furnished by Mr. Caples, were forwarded
to the Christchurch Exhibition. The ore occurs in nearly all the quartz reefs in the district, and may
possibly have something to do with the difficulty that exists in saving gold.

Statistics.
Warden's Court.—Number of cases during the year, 102 ; number of applications under rules,

534 ; number of applications for gold mining leases, 92. Of the iatter applications, 49 have been
granted, 19 refused, 18 are still pending, and G have been withdrawn. Applicant for agricultural
leases, 69, with an area of 4,621 acres, making a total of 9,334 acres applied for since the opening of
the district. Number of miners' rights issued, 899 ; annual business licenses, at £5, 32 ; half-yearly
business licenses, at £3, 251; quarterly business licenses, at £2, 201.

Resident Magistrate's Court.—Number of civil cases heard, 656 ; criminal cases, 161. Of the
latter, 77 were upon information, and 74 were drunk and disorderly cases. Number of publicans'
licenses issued, 94 ; accommodation licenses, 29.

Revenue. —Provincial AccountProvince ofNelson, £2,895 Bs. 3d ; Provincial Treasurer's Account,
£2,005 ss. 2d; R.M. fees and fines, £751 ss. 7d; total, £5,651 19s. Amount of deposits on gold
mining leases, £1,840, and on agricultural, £706.

Conclusion.
I have now in conclusion to point out to the Government certain local matters I think deserving

ofattention.
1. Road through Upper Buller to Lyell and Christy's.-—This I think the most important work.

The country through which it passes is daily growing into importance, and with a good road theLyell
would be able to draw its supplies from the Nelson settled districts instead of the hazardous and
uncertain means of communication by boat as at present, and at a very much cheaper rate.

2. Sale ofReefton Township.—This is a matter urgently desired by the inhabitants, and one that I
strongly recommend. There are not at present any rights acquired under the mining rules such as
claims, dams, water-races, and which a sale would affect. The people are anxious to have a better
tenure to their ground before improving; but as this matter has already been brought by deputation
under the notice of His Honor the Superintendent, it is unnecessary for me to further refer to it.

3. Mining Conference. —The discoveries of payable quartzreefs in the Province are comparatively
of a recent date, andthat, doubtless, is the reason why the rules relating to quartz claimsare so mean-re,
aud to a great extent unadapted for many of the workings. The consent of His Honor to a con-
ference consisting ofpractical miners on the one hand and the Wardens on the other, to draw up rules
relating to quartz, has given the greatest satisfaction, and will no doubt lead to a great deal of good.

4. Exhibition at Christchurch.—A very large and influential committee were appointed to see that the
district was fairly represented. A large number of specimens of goodauriferous quartz, coal, antimony,
and fossils were forwarded, together with a pamphlet descriptive of the district and specimens. A bronze
medal was awarded to the committee, and at the request of Dv. Haast and Dr. Hector it was agreed
te allow the specimens to be forwarded to the Vienna Exhibition. I trust that some of the vast
resources of the Province will thus become better known.

5. Jnspectorship of Leases. —The appointment of this officer was no doubt most desirablewhen this
district was first opened out, to prevent at any rate shepherding, and also to prevent groundbeing taken
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Locality.
Brought forward

Larry's
Inangahua Valley
Christy's to Lyell
Lyell ' "Upper Buller and Matakitaki

Miners.
570

12
20
30

250
150

Others.
520

20
100
15

100
100

Total 1,032 855

The crushings at the Lyell Reefs are as under :—
Date. Name of Company.

1872, July. Alpine„ September. Alpine„ October. Alpine„ December. Alpine
1873, February. Alpine
1872, October. Little Wonder ...
1873, January. Little Wonder ...,, March. Excelsior

Tons Crushed.
51
34
40
34
21

110")
75 j

119

Yield—oz.
142
56
54
50
25

1,573
66

Totals 484 1,966
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up for the purposes ofspeculation merely, but that state ofthings has now gone by. I think, if it were
left to persons desiring ground to made complaints or not as to the condition of leases being complied
with, and that then the Warden should hold a preliminary inquiry, and report to His Honor with the
evidence taken as to whether there was any locus penitential, that such an inquiry would be far more
effective than the casual visit of an Inspector to a lease, dependent entirely for his information from
tho parties themselves. What will be wanted as the works progress will no doubt be an Inspector of
Mines, to see to the safety of the workings, and this would require a practical engineer.

G. Pi-ogress ofthe Place. —Tho past year has seen the erection of some 200 wooden buildings at
Reefton and Black's Point. An Odd Fellows' Hall, Public Hall, Telegraph Office, Court House, steam
saw mills, and construction of thirty miles of excellent drayroad ; the formation of streets; and, last,
though not least, the completion by the private enterprise of Mr. Dalton of an excellent wire bridge
across the Inangahua, which is at once a convenience to the public and and an ornament to the place.

The Lyell, from being an isolated place with three or four tumbledown-looking buildings perched
on the top of a cliff, now begins to assume the pretensions ofa township—boasting its local paper, and
a fortnightly Court. To insure the permanent prosperity of a district like this, Festina lente must be
the motto. I have no doubt that next year the district will continue to show sure but slow
progression.

I have, &c,
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Charles Broad, Warden.

No. 7.
Mr. Warden Whitefoord to the Under Secretary for the Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Ahaura, Grey District, 12th May, 1873.
I have the honor herewith to forward a copy of a report recently furnished by mo to the

Provincial Government, Nelson, which contains a full account of the progress and condition of the
district since the date of my last report to you.

I avail myself of the opportunity now given me of again bringing under the notice of the Govern-
ment the urgent necessity of at once proceeding with the formation of one or more large water races in
this district, without which this portion of the gold fields can never be properly worked, or afford
employment to anything like the population it is capable of supporting. From the want of some
proper water supply in this district, I am quite satisfied that, owing to the dry season we have expe-
rienced during the last few months, the loss to tho country caused by so many miners being idle for
weeks at a time may be estimated at a very large sum.

Attached will be found the returns called for by your circular of the 12th February, 1873.
I have, <fee,

Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Caleb Whitefoord, Warden.

Mr. Warden Whitefoord to the Provincial Secretary, Nelson.
Sir,— Grey District, Warden's Office, Ahaura, 19th April, 1873.

I do myself the honor to submit, for the information of the Government and Provincial
Council, the following report upon the condition and prospects of that portion of the Nelson South-
West Gold Fields which has been under my charge as Warden for the last twelve months.

In my last yearly report I had to deplore the losses this district had sustained from the ravages
of a severe flood, which had been most disastrous in its effects. I have now, I regret to say, to report
that the whole district has been suffering from a prolonged drought, which has had a very depressing
influence upon the whole community. In many places, the miners have been altogether idle for weeks
at a time, utterly unable to do anything for want of water. Parties engaged in sluicing have been
those chiefly affected, but almost all have lost considerably by being unable to obtain the necessary
amount of water to work their claims regularly. The inhabitants about Nelson Creek, No Town, and
Noble's have been the principal sufferers. Owing to this cause, mining and business matters have
been less brisk and lively for the last few months than they would otherwise have been ; but even
under these unfavourable circumstances, the population has been fairly maintained, and many who left
about this time last year have returned and set to work again, cither in the old claims or in different
parts of the district. Fresh ground has also been opened up at Orwell Creek and other places with
every appearance of success.

A good deal of prospecting for reefs about the dividing range between the Inangahua and Grey
Valleys has been going on for some time past, and at Big River. Anderson and party have done a
great deal of work in endeavouring to discover a payable reef. They have not yet succeeded in doing
so, and have for the present ceased working; but they intend to prosecute their search when they have
reorganized their party.

The past season, while unfavourable to the miners, has however been a veryfair one for the farmers
at Totara Flat and elsewhere ; and although the crops have been light in places in consequence of tho dry
weather, the produce has all been gathered in in first-rate order, and a larger quantity of grain, potatoes,
&c., have been grown in the district than in any preceding year.

For convenience of comparison, I shall report upon the different mining localities in the same order
I have adopted in my former yearly reports.

North Beach Workings andRazorback. —I do not think there are so many men regularly at work
on the beach from Cobden northwards, as when I made my last annual report, but the condition and
prospects of those engaged in this description of mining remain pretty much tho same as heretofore.
Besides extended areas and ordinary claims, there are five gold mining leases, employing forty men and
two steam engines, still being worked, the holders of which appear satisfied with their prospects. The
ground taken up at the Razorback on a high level, and for which I granted a prospecting claim some
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fourteen months ago, turned out very rich, as may be judgedfrom the fact that a share belonging to a
poor fellow who was killed in the claim realized at auction £550, and I am given to understand the
purchasers of it were repaid their outlay from the returns obtained from the claim in less than three
months.

The fear I expressed that this ground might onlyprove a " patch," has, I regret to say,been partly
realized, and there were only two or three parties besides tho prospectors who had payable claims there.
No doubt in the ranges in the vicinity will one day, when more thoroughly and systematically prospected,
be found many such " patches "as the one now being worked. At present the difficulty of working
such places, even when within ashort distance of the coast road, is almost insurmountable, owingto the
difficulties to be overcome in transporting provisions, tools, &c, in such a precipitous country.

The quartz claims taken up at the Ten Mile have, after some prospecting, been all abandoned, and
I fear there is little chance of their being again worked, at all events for some considerable time. The
terrace workings along the beaches have paid fairly wherever the men have been able to obtain an
adequate supply of water, which is not easily done among the limestone hills, whose formation is fatal
to the erection of dams.

Half-Ounce and Brandy Jack's.—Has supported a large number of men during the past year; and
though the old lead is now getting worked out, the surrounding gullies and terraces have been pros-
pected and found payable, and will profitably employ a considerable population for some time to come.
Much of the ground that has already been worked in ordinary claims has since been taken up by fresh
parties in extended areas, and under the Leasing Regulations.

At Brandy Jack's Creek a company are at work on a piece of ground some ten acres in extent.
The party have gone vigorously to work, and have all their machinery, &c, already erected, together
with large water-wheel, pumps, and water race. There is little doubt of their being able (with their
appliances) to strike a lead that was lost owing to the former parties who were working in this creek
not having sufficiently powerful pumps to keep the water down. If the present party are successful,
an extent of ground will be opened up that will give renewed life to this place, which for the last two
years has been completely deserted. It will be remembered that Half-Ounce Creek was at one time
considered to have been worked out and had been abandoned for some months, when it was again
reopened and worked at a lower level by means of water-wheels and pumps ; and the appearances in
both these creeks (Half-Ounce and Brandy Jack's) are so similar, that I am much mistaken if this place
does not before longbecome of considerable importance. If once a population is attracted here, there
are numerous terraces and gullies in the vicinity that will receive some of the attention they deserve at
the hands of the miners.

Buffer's Creek.—No material alteration has taken place in the prospects of this place during the
past year, and sluicing parties are (when they can obtain a proper supply of water) making good
wages. Of course the late drought has operated prejudicially upon the returns from this creek, as
indeed it has in all cases where the miners are employed in ground sluicing, which is one of the
features of mining in this locality.

Teviot.—The discovery of gold at this place, which was made some months sinre, led to much
prospecting in the neighbourhood; and although Teviot itself did not turn out as well as was at one
time expected, a great deal of substantial good has resulted from the work that has been done there.
Attention was drawn to some of the terraces and small creeks in the vicinity, and some of the ground
about has turned out very well, and gold has been traced from here nearly up to the boundaries of the
lease appliedfor at Brandy Jack's. 'Hie ground about the Teviot will maintain a large population for
some time to come, particularly if gold is struck in the lease at Brandy Jack's.

Napoleon Hill—The number of miners finding employment about the Hill has slightly improved
within the last few months ; indeed at one time during the past year, the place was almost entirely
deserted.

The want of a proper water supply has been much felt here, and in every instance where the
miners have had a small quantity of water at a proper level, handsome returns have been the result.

Orwell Creek now presents a very different aspect to what it has done for some time past, new
ground having been lately opened up, and found to be of a very payable character. The striking of a
fresh lead here is most important; at present there are five claims on gold, and the number is steadily
increasing, and there seems every prospect of the lead being traced for about a mile. There are nearly
one hundred men on the ground, occupying about thirty claims ; and it will not be longbefore the
ground is thoroughly tested, and the value of the discovery ascertained. The tunnels being driven in
will in some cases be nearly 1,000 feet long ; and the Mining Surveyor, Mr. Lewis, is of opinion that it
is not improbable the present lead will be traced up to a point where the old Napoleon lead was lost,
in which case it will afford employment to a large number of men. The prospects of the new lead are
most encouraging, and those parties who are on gold are going to work to complete extensive shoots
(some of them 300 feet in length) to convoy wash dirt to the creek ; and a water race is in course of
construction to bring a proper supply of water for the use of the miners at a level which will enable
them to work their claims to better advantage.

Black Water.—At this part of the district the number of miners has slightly increased, and the
returns obtained by them have been satisfactory. As there are many sluicing claims here, the men
have felt, in common with the rest of the population so employed, the want ofwater, which has been as
scarce here as elsewhere.

No Tjwii and adjoining Creeks, Sfc.—I have no change to report in the prospects of No Town and
its surroundings, which (as it has done for years past) still maintains a large number of miners aud
business people. Every description of alluvial mining is carried on about here, and matters present a
brisk and lively appearance, considering the unfavourable season just passed.

The track up from tho Eleven-Mile Township is in good order, and goods and farm produce are
now regularly carted to .No Town, and the miners are enabled to obtain their suppliesfar morereason-
ably here than in any other part of the district; as a natural consequence they were enabled to obtain
good wnges from ground that in other places would be lying idle. Fresh ground (though of limited
extent) is being constantly opened up about here, and the country for miles round is proved to contain
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gold in payable quantities. I have no reason to suppose there will be any change in the prosperity of
No Town and its vicinity during the ensuing twelve months.

Moonlight.—This is the only part of the district in which the miners maybe said to have benefited
by the late dry weather, for they have in consequence been able to work in the bed of tho creek to
greater advantage than in any preceding year. I regret to say nothing more has been done towards
prospecting the quartz reefs in this neighbourhood.

Black Ball.—This creek, after having been deserted, is again attracting attention, and many are
of opinion that a small lead has now been struck that will be traced for some distance, and will
ultimately lead to something better being discovered. A store having lately been established here, the
miners will not be put to such inconvenience as they were formerly subjected to (viz., in having to
cross the Grey River to obtain their supplies), and which was, I think, one reason of the place being
rather hastily abandoned some time ago. I have been informed by some of the miners here that large
seams of coal exist inthe neighboushood, but I have not had time to go to the spot myself, and therefore
only speak from hearsay. I have, however, no reason to doubt the report made to me.

Bell Hill.—I had hoped I should have been able to state that the large water race which was in
course of construction here had been completed, and had brought with its completion a large access to
the population. I regret to say such is not the case ; tho water race has never been properly finished,
although a large sum of money has been spent and a great deal of work done. As an instance of the
value of ground here, I may state that during the hearing of a suit before me in the Warden's Court
between the proprietors of the water race and a party of miners, it was proved in Court that a bona
fide offer of £10per week for one year, payable in advance, was offered for the use of one sluice-head
of water. I have before stated (in former reports) that there is a vast extent of payable, sluicing
ground in this neighbourhood, and a large water race is alone wanting to open up an almost unlimited
amount of auriferous country.

Nelson Creek.—Were it not for the hope the inhabitants entertain of the ultimate completion of
the Hochstetter Water Race, I think the season we have had would have driven them all away to seek
employment elsewhere. The men here have literally done nothing for months, and it is a strong proof
of the confidence entertained by them in the ultimate prosperity of this place that only those com-
pelled to leave by sheer necessity have done so. I have been credibly informed that for miles along
the proposed course of the Hochstetter Race the ground has been carefully prospected, and found to
be of such a character that with a constant supply of water it would yield splendidreturns. Nelson
Creek has perhaps been more seriously affected by the long drought than any other portion of tho gold
field, and, as a natural consequence, business and mining matters have been very dull indeed.

General Remarks.—Tho necessity for the immediate construction of one or more large water
races in this district becomes more and more apparent every year, and I must urge the Government to
spare no effort to bring about the formation of the Hochstetter Water Race without losing a day
longer than is absolutely necessary.

The main line of road from the Arnold to Ahaura (now in course of construction) will prove a
great boon when finished, and will have a very material effect in reducing the cost of carriage from the
port to the various mining centres. I learn with much satisfaction that the stock road from Ahaura
to the Amuri will shortly be commenced ; and there is no doubt, when this work is finished, almost tho
whole of the cattle trade on the West Coast will bo transacted at Ahaura.

I would suggest the completion of the following works, which are urgently required—viz., the
construction of a pack track from No Town to Bell Hill, and also from the former place to Red Jacks.
Neither of these works need be of an expensive character, a rough bush track fit for pack-horses to
travel being all that is needed at present.

The road up Nelson Creek from its junction with the main road requires repairing and continuing
up to Hatter's Terrace, and from that place a rough pack track should be taken up the creek for a
distance of about four miles. A good foot track from Hatter's Terrace to Callaghan's Creek is very
much needed, and one that I should recommend being made at once. A small outlay on the existing
Napoleon road from Matthew's to Topsy would enable drays to take stores from Ahaura to the new
rush at Orwell Creek, and is a work that is urgentlyrequired. It would be a permanent improvement
to a road leading to a portion of the district likely to last for many years to come. It is desirable that
a foot track be cut from Duffer's Creek to Noble's, as the difficulty in getting to the latter place is very
great and sometimes dangerous. I feel certain that if some of the tracks I have recommended were
cut through, the country miners would travel about from place to place more than they do at present,
and prospecting would follow as a natural consequence, and hence important discoveries would be made.

In a former report I pointed out the necessity of a dray road from Cobden to Coal Creek. I
would again draw attention to this matter as a work that should be attended to, as the farmers at Coal
Creek have no way of bringing their produce to market except by small boats, which is both tedious
as well as dangerous.

I would again point out the necessity of introducing some measure having for its object the sup-
pression of the nuisance caused to theresidents in this district by owners of pigs, goats, &c, allowing
these animals to wander at large in the way they are in the habit of doing at present. I trust the
year may not be permitted to pass without some good gaolbuildings being erected at Ahaura, the pre-
sent structure being wholly unsuited for the purpose required, it being impossible to keep debtors and
criminals, lunatics, and females, as completely separate as they should be.

It is desirable that the hospital building should be placed in proper order for the reception of
patients needing medical attendance, either temporarily or until such time as they cau be forwarded to
the district hospital. I believe it is contemplated (should sufficient inducement offer) to bring a race
into Ahaura for the purpose of supplying tho inhabitants with water for domestic purposes. I hope
some encouragement may be given by the Government to the scheme ; and I would suggest that a sum
of money be placed on the estimates as a bonus to any persons bringing in a permanent water supply
to the township. ,

The extent of groundtaken up under the Agricultural LeasingRegulations steadily increases, and
I wish it were possible to hold out greater inducements to bona fide settlers on the waste lands of the
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Crown, by allowingthe rent to bo considered as part of purchase monoy. If this could be arranged,
many of the men who leave the district to settle down in one of the adjoining Colonies would no doubt
form homes for themselves here.

I forward the usual returns of revenue, &c. The annual report of the Brunner Coal Mina was
posted for your information some days since.

I have, &c,
The Provincial Secretary, Nelson. Caleb Whitefoord, Warden.

WESTLAND.
No. 8.

Mr. Warden Revell to tho Under Secretary for the Gold Fields.
Sir,— Warden's Office, Greymouth, April, 1873.

In compliance with your circular, dated 12th February, 1573,1 have the honor to furnish the
following generalreport on the district under my charge :—

During the past year there is amarked depression visible in mining operations generally through-
out the district. Some small patches of new ground have been discovered, but not of any extent or
nature to cause a rush, or require special remark. The remarkable dryness of the weather during the
past five months has tended considerably towards this depression, by the total cessation of all water
supply, which is the great mainstay and motive power of all the workings in the district. In many
instances miners have been compelled to suspend all operations for the time, and seek other employ-
ment, whilst others have abandoned mining pursuits, and entered upon more settled occupations. This
will also account in some measure for the great falling oft' in the number of miners' rights.

In April, 1873, a quartz mining lease was applied for on the Grey Coal Reserve, fronting on the
river at the gorge just above Brunnerton, but the applicants abandoned the ground after two months'
trial, the leaders not being gold-bearing.

Many of the rich claims of long standing on the Stoney Leads and South Beach have beeti fairly
wrought out, and the water-wheel and other appliances removed. The North Star Company are still
working the deep ground on the lead with the aid of their steam-engine (the only one in use in the
district), and are averaging good returns, but the ground is nearly all wrought.

The Leviathan and Great Extended Water Races have been so seriously affected by the dry weather
that they can only supply two or three claims on the lead. The black sand on the sea beach never
appears to be wrought out, and always pays good wages when water can bo obtained. Great opposition
has always been made by the minors to the sale of any of the land along the lead between Greymouth
and Paroa, and even to the Teremakau, as they consider the ground sufficiently auriferous to pay for
working. A considerable extent of this ground has been taken up for residence areas by the miners
and brought into cultivation as gardens, with comfortable cottages erected thereon.

In the New River Sub District, the Hibernian and New River WaterRace Companies are pushing
on vigorously with the construction of their races. The Hibernian Race is six miles in length, and
there are 370 chains constructed. The Government have consented to subsidize the company to the
extent of one-third of the capital (£G,000) as the works progress ; they havereceived the first advance
on the works, amounting to £1,42(5 14s. 3d.

The New River Race is a much heavier undertaking, being ten miles in length, with heavy cuttings
and expensive flumings to make. The Government have consented to subsidize the company to the
extent of one-half the capital (£10,000). They have constructed 350 chains of the race, and received
the first instalment ofthe advance, amounting to £1,872 16s. Gd., in January last.

In the township of Marsden the sections have been sold to the occupier at the upset price, £35
per acre, and a few of the unoccupied sections in good positions realized fair prices. This township is
likely to form one of the centres of the district as the different roads through the district branch off at
this point with tho trunk road from Hokitika.

A township has also sprung up at Maori Creek, on the New River, about six miles further inland
than Marsden, and will form a good centre for that portion of the district consequent on the con-
struction of horse-tracks from them to Maori Gully in one direction, and German Gully in the
other.

Clifton, which was formerly the centre ofthis locality, has quietly subsided, the storekeepershaving
all removed, leaving the camp to follow when circumstances will permit. The horse-track from Marsden
to Clifton and Maori Creek, is in a very dilapidated condition, no repairs having been effected thereon
during the past eighteen months ; but 1 believe it is intended at an early date to form it into a dray
road; if so, it will be a great boon to the miners and storekeepers.

In the Arnold Sub-District the population remains steady, and there is a fair return of goldthere-
from. Great necessity exists for the construction of a horse-track from Maori Gully to the Stillwater
Creek Diggings, where there are about 100 miners at work. It is the intention of the County
authorities to make the track if they can let the contract; payment to bo made in land.

Monthly sittings of the Resident Magistrate's and Warden's Courts have beenregularly held at
Maori Gully for the Arnold District, and at Clifton for that of the New River ; an officer ofpolice being
stationed at each place, who acts as Clerk of the Court. Clifton being now deserted, will necessitate
the removal of the camp to Maori Creek, and a police station should also be erected at Marsden.

There are only six Chinese working in the district near Clifton. Having on two or thrco
occasions been rather roughly handled and hunted out of the gullies, they have been afraid to settle
down ; but fortunately the sergeant of police at Maori Gully was able to bring some of the ringleaders
before the Court, which appears to have had a wholesome effect, for they nowtravel from place to place
unmolested.



H.-7 22

The town of Greymouth is steadily advancing, and properties of all descriptions have an upward
tendency; but everything is in a state of uncertainty until the question of the Brunnerton Railway
is finally settled.

The Public House Ordinance and Amendment Acts require material alteration—in fnct, total
repeal, and a new Act passed more suitable to the requirements of a little community. The sup-
pression of dance-houses under the Act has had a good effect, and tended in some measure to reduce
the number of unfortunate females who daily paraded the streets, and further stopped the frequent
importation of a class of women designated dance-girls.

The statistical returns forwarded herewith show 299 head races, 132 tail races, and 332 dams,
duly registered, at the estimated value of £34,744 ; with mining plant (exclusive of tools) as shown in
Return No. 75, estimated at £1,630; making a total of £35,374.

The population of the district is estimated at 4,220, and is located as follows :—

The following number ofrights, licenses, and registrations have been issued during the year:—
Miners' Rights—694.
Business Licenses—Yearly, 30; Half-yearly, 81; Quarterly, 23.
Registrations—ss., 300 ; 2s. 6d., 34 ; is., 1,127.
Spirit Licenses—Wholesale, 7; Bottle do., 6; Retail, 7; Retail (Town of Greymouth), 42.

Yearly Conditional Licenses, 22 ; Half-yearly do. do., 30; Extensions, 7 ; Transfers, 9.
I have, &c,

The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. W. H. Revell, Warden.

No. 9.
Mr. Warden FitzGerald to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Stafford, 30th April, 1873.
I have the honor to report as follows on this gold field, for the period ended 31st March,

1873. There are now no whims at work here, owing probably to the great expense incurred through
the excess of water, and the difficulty experienced in obtaining sufficient fall for the tailings, as the
construction of deep tail races, properly secured, involves a very considerable outlay.

During the past year there has been a considerable influx of Chinese into this neighbourhood,
who number at the present time 266, mostly located in the vicinity of Stafford, German Gully, and
Goldsborough. They have all come from the Otago Gold Fields, aud are remarkably peaceable and
well-conducted. There has not been much litigation during the last year, the main business being
the granting of registration certificates for rights and privileges, which are, as a rule, retained only forbrief periods, although they are frequently taken up again by new parties. There have been 1,139
certificates issued duringthe year—this, of course, including all transfers, &c, &c.

I Bhould estimate the average earnings of the miners to be about £2 per man per week, the
scarcity of water seriously interfering with their operations, and tho weather has been exceptionally
dry since Christmas, and complaints as a consequence very numerous.

The construction of the Waimea Water Race is anxiously looked forward to, and would doubtless
draw a much larger population to the district, which it would be well able to maintain.

The total revenue collected for the year has been £2,529 Is. 6d., exclusive of gold duty.
There is nothing else callingfor special remark.

I have, &c,
G. G. FitzGerald, Warden.

C. E. Haughton, Esq., Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington.

Oreymouth District ... ... ... ... ... 2,970
New River .., ... ... ... ... 550
Arnold ... ... ... ... ... 700

Total ... ... 4,220
'he revenue for the past year amounts to £28,220 13s. 9d., and is made up as under :—

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Warden's Department ... ... ... 2,828 3 0
Resident Magistrate's Department ... ... 1,101 8 0
Publicans'Licenses, paid to County Treasurer ... 1,290 0 0

5,222 11 0
Gold dutyWestland, share ... ... 3,539 17 7
Half-share Customs revenue ... ... 19,458 5 2

22,998 2 9

£28,220 13 9
Tie number of cases disposed of in the Resident Magistrate's and Warden's Courts is—

Civil. Criminal. Wardens. Total.
Greymouth ... ... ... 736 446 25
New River ... ... ... 40 14 23
Arnold ... ... ... 52 23 25

828 503 73 1,404
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No. 10.
Mr. Warden FitzGerald to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Kanieri, 15th April, 1873.
I have the honor to report as follows on the Kanieri District for the year ended 31st March,

1873. There have been no fresh discoveries of gold of any importance, but mining is being steadily
carried on, and the community seems settled and contented. There has been a slight increase in the
population, a few miners who formerly worked in the Totara District having removed to the Kanieri
in consequence of the stoppage of the deep claims on Jones' Flat. Most of them have found
remunerative employment in terrace claims about Woodstock.

About the beginning of November a rush set in to Arch Creek, on the south side of the Hokitika.
For some time very little could be ascertained concerningthe result of the workings. The majority of
the men were shepherding the prospectors. No prospecting claim was, however, applied for, yet
gradually the ground was tested, and proved sufficiently auriferous to induce its continued occupation.
At present about one hundred men are employed there, and are earning good wages.

The police estimate the population of the district to be over one thousand souls, located as
follows:—

Kanieri ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 200
Blue Spur ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 150
Arthur's Town ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 80
Kanieri River ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 40
Woodstock ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 350
South Beach ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 50
Arahura ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 50
Outlying Gullies ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 50
Hau Hau ... .. ... ... ... ... ... 50

1,020

The Maori Reserve Company, lam informed, have at last struck gold; and although only small
prospects have been obtained at present, there is every likelihoodof the ground being fairly tested, and
the shareholders express an opinion that before long tho claim will yield them handsome returns for
their large preliminary outlay. On March 31st the shaft had been sunk to a depth of 70 feet
and drives put in north-west and south-east for a distance of 30 feet each way from the shaft. Wash-
dirt, in which gold could now and then be seen, was struck at 43 feet from the surface, and continued
till the shaft was 50 feet down. The number of men employed by the company is 24. Of these sixteen
are at work on the mine in three shifts, and tho other eight are employed principally in cutting timber
for the drives, and for the supply of firewood to the engine. This is of 30 horse-power, and in addition
to raising earth from the shaft, works the pumps, of which there are three—one ten-inch and the other
two eight-inch, with eight-foot stroke. The ground is, as you are aware, held on lease (50 acres),
and the company have laid down a tramway from the shaft to the boundary of the lease, for the pur-
pose of supplying the mine with timber. In the event of this ground answering present expectations,
it is probable that extensive workings will be opened in the neighbourhood.

There are several parties prospecting in the interior, but no intelligence has yet been received at
this office of the results of their researches, except in one instance, where auriferous quartz was reported
as having been found about one mile and a half to the south-west ofthe Kanieri Lake, near the north
bank of the Styx River. The prospectors are now engaged bringing in a race for the purpose of
obtaining water-power to crush the stone. The full value of the discovery of this reef caunot be
known for some months, but gold can plainly be seen in the casing.

The completion of theRoss and Hokitika Road has already proved of great service to both districts,
but some of the carriers continue to use the old route by the beach. It is of very great importance
that a branch road should be constructed from the Mahinapua township, on the lake of the same name,
to a point on the Ross Road distant from the lake about 50 or 60 chains. If this were done, I believe
a great part of the heavy traffic between Hokitika aud Ross would pass through the Mahinapua
township. By thisjneans water communication would be secured for nearly two-thirds of the distance
between Hokitika Hand Ross ; the value of the town lands of Mahinapua would be very largely
increased ; aud the cost ofmaintenance of the Ross Road very much lessened. The branch line is very
short, and there are no engineering difficulties to be encountered. I beg earnestly to call the attention
of the Government to this subject.

With regard to the Coal MiningAssociation in this district, it is merely necessary for me to state
that up to the present no very satisfactory results have been obtained. The Government have
doubtless got from other sources (especially from Dr. Hector's report) fuller information than it is
in my power to furnish.

With regard to water supply, my opinion, and indeed tho opinion of every one at all acquainted
with the subject, is, that were a race constructed (to carry, say, from sixty to eighty sluice-heads) from
the Kanieri Lake to Blue Spur, Big Paddock, and the various terraces such a race would command, the
yield of gold in the district would be enormously increased, and steady remunerative employment be
provided for a.much larger population than is at present located here. Vast areas of ground are now
lying idle which could then be profitably worked.

A portion of the Kanieri township was sold on 2nd December, 1872, by the Waste Lands Board,
much to the satisfaction of the residents ; and the improved appearance of the main street, owing to
the erection of new buildings on the alienated portions, proves the wisdom of having given a better
tenure of the holdings.

I have &c,
The Under Secretary for the Gold Fields, G. G. FitzGerald,

Wellington. Warden.
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No. 11.
Mr. Warden FitzGerald to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sic,— Warden's Office, Ross, Westland, 28th April, 1873.
I have the honor to make the following report on the present state of the Totara District.

Having only taken charge of the district since the Ist of the present month, I am not as yet
in a position to give such a full report as further acquaintance will enable me to furnish. The
district at present seems in a languishing state, which is mainly due to the stoppage of all the
steam and other deep-sinking claims on Jones' Flat, the principal centre of operations in the district.
All of those claims were on payable gold at the time of the stoppage, many of them with known
payable bottoms unworked. The great difficulty to be contended with was the large quantity of water
found in the underground workings, which increased as the ground was opened up. To obviate this,
a drainage engine of 90 horse-power was erected, and maintained by rates levied on all claims within
an area defined under "The Gold Mining Claims Drainage Act, 1868." The rates levied on the
several claims were very high, owing to the expensive manner of working the engine, which was found
after a time unequal to the labour of draining the ground sufficiently. More than half time the claims
were flooded out, and yet obliged to continue paying the rates as when working. This led to the
abandonment of a great many of the claims, which threw the burden of maintainingthe engine on a
few, who were also soon obliged to cease operations. Efforts have since been made several times to
reorganize the Drainage Company or form a new one, but without avail, although the shareholders are
sanguine of being well repaid for their outlay if the ground could be worked economically. Under
the above circumstances the district is at present depending, with a few exceptions, on the sluicing
claims, which are scattered in patches over all the known gold-bearing parts.

Owing to the great number thrown out of employment through the stoppage of the Drainage
engine, ground which was considered worked out years ago is again being turned over, while in some
instances this want of employment has led to prospecting, and the opening up of new ground. There
are no claims in the district which can be termed rich, the best paying little more than wages, while
the majority are barely supporting. The great drawback in every instance is the high price charged
for water, the quantity available being totally inadequate to the demand. This leaves much ground
unworked which would yield fair wages with a plentiful and cheap water supply. This want has been
most severely felt this summer, the rainfall being less than |in any other summerknown oil the coast.
The only water race company in the district—the Totara and Jones' Creek—are at present enlarging
their upper race, with the view of taking a larger supply to the west side of Jones' Creek, where
there is an increasing demand.

A company called "The Greenland Water Race Company" have taken out a water right for
twelve heads of water, and commenced to cut a race, the supply for which they expect to get from
Greenland Hill, and small creeks along the course, which at present empty themselves into the
Mikonui River. The race in length will be about seven miles, terminating atRoss, and will take over
twelve months to complete. This race will no doubt give considerable employment, as its course is
known to command many auriferous terraces.

The Upper Totara diggings are on the increase, and support a population of about 80 miners.
The workings consist principally in ground sluicing the beds of creeks and adjacent terraces as far as
the present elevation of water will command; but had they a good supply of water at a high elevation,
the population would rapidly increase, as the ground is known to be very remunerative. The weekly
earnings in that locality are from £3 10s. to £4 a week. There has been a small rush in the vicinity
of Lake Mahinapua, and also near Aylmer Lead, but neither of these has turned out to be of any
importance. At Donnelly's and Jones' Creek there are about 100 miners, and when water is plentiful
the majority make fair wages. At German, Sailor's, Blockade, Clear Water, Robinson's, and Dono-
hue's, deep sinking is carried on with varying success. The claims at Redman's are working at a
depth of from 50 to 65 feet. The quantity of water to be contended with is very great, and the
machinery erected for pumping is of an expensive nature, being driven by water, the scarcity of which
latterly has told severely on that part of the district. A party have lately taken up an extended claim
ofthree acres on Jones' Flat, and intend to sluice the ground by the aid of a turbine wheel. Should
this prove a success, there is little doubt that these wheels will come into repute, as the expense of
erecting them does not exceed £50.

From causes assigned in the beginning of this report, there has been a considerable exodus of the
mining population. On the part of the remaining population there is an increased disposition to settle
down. The total acreage of rural and suburban sections disposed of is 1,261acres ; out of that, however,
740 acres have been given over as part payment on public works.

The amount of gold forwarded from Ross to Hokitika during the year has been 22,889 oz. 5 dwts.
21 grs.; value, £87,265 Bs. 7d.; thus showing a falling off in the value of £44,829 7s. 5d., as compared
with last year.

Gold Fields Revenue ... ... ... ... ... £3,129 10 10
Warden's Court, fees and fines ... ... ... ... 59 15 0
Export duty on gold ... ... ... ... ... 2.561 0 0

£6,050 5 10
This total shows a falling off in the revenue for the year of £1,610 13s.
Wages.—Managers, £6 per week ; underground captains, £3 10s.; carpenters, £3 10s.; black-

smiths, £4 ; miners, £3.
Timber.—Caps, 9 feet, £7 10s. per 100 ; round props, 7feet, £6 per 100 ; splitprops, 1 and 7 feet,

£4 10s. per 100 ; laths, 5 feet, £1 10s. per 100; firewood, £1 per cord ; sawn timber, 12s. per 100 feet.
Freight. —From Hokitika to Ross, beach road sixteen miles, inland road twenty miles, 150 tons

per month, at a cost of £2 10s.per ton.
The population may be estimated as follows:—Male, 1,460; female, 540; total, 2,000.
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Warden's Court.—Number of cases, 71; amount sued for £327.
Resident Magistrate's Court.—Number of cases, civil, 451; number of cases, criminal, 129—total,

SSO; amount sued for, £3,477 Is. H-Jd.
Licenses.—Tho following number of rights, licenses, registrations, and leases have been issued or

applied for and forwarded for consideration :—Miners' rights at £1, 544; business licenses at £5, 45 ;
business licenses at £3, 100; business licenses at £2, 35; registration at 55., 194; registration at Is.,
394; leases (mining) representing 20 acres 1rood 4 perches ; extended claims 40, representing 74 acres ;
retail licenses (publicans'), 33; conditional licenses (publicans'), 13; wholesale licenses, 1; bottle
licenses, 2.

The above statistics givo evidence of the failing prosperity of the district. Nothing, however, in
my opinion, is needed to restore it to its prosperous state of formeryears, but a large and cheap water
supply. This the proposed MikonuiRace would provide. This work, if done at all,must bo by Govern-
ment, as the inhabitants of the districthave not now the means of doing it themselves. Their faith in
the gold-bearing character of tho ground is evidenced by tho extensive as well as expensive under-
ground workings and steam-engines in which all their capital has been sunk. These are now lying
idle and useless for the want of that which they cannot procure—water. The claims of the district
have been so strongly urged by petitions and otherwise, to havethis race constructed, that it isneedless
for me to urge the matter any further, save in my official capacity to give it a strongrecommendation.

I have, &c,
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. G. G. FitzGerald, Warden.

No. 12.
Mr. Warden TIZARD to the UNDER SECRETARY for GOLD FIELDS.

SIR,— Warden's Office, Okarito, 1st May, 1873.
With reference to your circular memorandum dated 12th February last, I have the honor

to submit the following report upon the district under my charge:—During the past year the
population has somewhat decreased, a few people having gone to the roofs near the Grey, and to the
Australasian Colonies; whilst nothing fresh has been struck in the district sufficiently attractive to
induce an influx of miners. The population numbers about 485, distributed as follows ;—

Tho above numbers include about 230 miners, tho remaining males being engaged as minors,
farming, storckeeping, &c.'

Tho goldreports during the year ending 31st ultimo amounted to 2,960 oz.; whilst thero was
forwarded overland 2,511oz., giving a gross product of 5,471 oz. This gives an average of ir2Soz.
per head (485) of population ; of 1764 oz. per male (310) ; and of2378oz. per miner (230). In the
previous year the average per head was 1560z.; per male adult, 2343 ; and per miner, 28'840z.

I am inclined to believe that a question as to the price of gold has led some of the miners to
retain a considerable quantity in their hands, only meanwhile selling as much as may be necessary to
pay their expenses.

Although for the past year there appears a lower average of gold than in the former year, the
miners have, I believe, been doing better, the expense of getting it having been much less. Theworking
of large claims under heavy expenses was generallybrought to a close in the former year ; and although
the yield of gold was large, a few miners only had good netreturns, and a great number ofthe menwere
in debt, and some of them remained so even at the closing of the claims. Since then the men working
in small parties of three or four have had a better choice of ground, and with small expenses can make
a few pounds, whilst, at the same time, there has not been the reason for obtaining credit from the
storekeepers which existed when working large claims with expensive appliances, so that business
transactions are now on a far more satisfactory basis than formerly, as well to the miners as to tho
business men. Most of the miners who choose can save money, and, with their affairs on a ready-
money basis, are, I believe, more likely to prosper than formerly, when nearly all largo parties ran into
debtto start an extensiveclaim, which was expected to give a handsome return in theresult, but which,
from one cause or another, perhaps scarcely gave small wages, the miners' expendituremeanwhilebeing
based upon the handsomereturn it was expected to yield. That the miners have some money, is, I think,
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)karito
STorth Beach
WhataroaRiver...
Saltwater Beach
?hree Mile Beach
rive Mile Beach
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3
9
3
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4
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2
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1
1
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1
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Total
62
18
32
28
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128
14
3
9
3
9

90
14
9

29
5
4
8

Total 310 68 107 485
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shown by tho number who have gone inland this season prospecting—about sixty men, a largo number
considering the small population of the district. Whilst the miners are still mostly working tho
beaches, which have been generally so often turned over, it must be borne in mind that they are
satisfied with less wages than formerly, their expenses being also much reduced, water being now lower
in price, as well as provisions and other necessaries.

At the Saltwater Beach, about twelve miles north of Okarito, there are only about twenty-two
men, including the Little Saltwater Creek Dam party, twelve in number, the remainder generally
working as hatters. I regret to say that the water race brought iuto this beach having been allowed
to fall out of repair, some of the shareholders, rather than mend it at tho cost of one of them, in the
Warden's Court agreed to an order of sale, and it was accordingly sold by auction for about £100,
scarcely any one being willingto go to the expense of renewing the extensive and decaying fluming
by which the race is carried across the lagoon, and in which a breakdown might occur at any moment.
The cost of construction of tho race must have approached £2,000, monthly contributed by the share-
holders in labour, and the returns have been but small, the evil results of defects of construction
having been much increased by bad management. In this case, had the services of a competent
engineer been employed in the first instance, much of the loss would have been avoided, and a race
provided which would not have been likely to have continually required repairs. The water in tho
race having failed during the late dry weather, a number of miners dependent on it for water to worlc
their claims have left for the Whataroa River, ieaving a few still waiting for rain. One party had been
trying to sluice the southern end of the beach with the water of the main lagoon, but with only
occasional success, the water being generally too low to work the lead, the beach being rather wido
between it and tho sea ; but tho party now contemplate feeding the lagoon by cutting a raco from a
creek inland. Tho Little Salt Water Dam party, after eighteen months of labour, of about a dozen
men, have at last succeeded in erecting a dam, which has withstood the heavy freshes to which tho
creek is subject, and arc able to sluice the beach in an efficient manner, but would have been able to
get through more work had tho season not been so very dry. They are working the ground in two
parties of six men each, and I suppose with good management, should make £1 a man per day,
and the water commands a largo extent of ground.

That miners should have left the Saltwater Creek to try tho WhataroaRiver I consider as well to
their advantage as to that of tho district, for I hold a strong opinion that good ground will sooner or
later be discovered there. Good gold was found there as early as tho end of 1865 or beginning of
1866, and has been again of late years, but not in sufficient quantities to induce men to set in per-
manently. The gold has been got out of the river beaches, but I feel satisfied that a careful search
will discover payable terraces; but tho Whataroa being an extensive river bed, a large number of men
would but give it a fair prospecting,whilst many of the menwho havetried it have not been experienced
miners, or otherwise might have met with more success. But there are now about thirty-two men on
it, some of them old miners, and there is a good prospect of something being struck.

Two parties have been working on the beach, between Commissioner's Point and the Little Bluff
north of it, but with such poor results that most of the men have left. One party raised the water of
the lagoon (which has been dammed), by means of a small water-wheel, high enoughto run in their
race; but the shortness of water and the poorness of the ground combined have rendered this a poor
speculation. The other party raised tho water by means of a lift-pump worked by a horse, but tho
claim has not paid. The small race brought on to the beach south of Okarito has been abandoned,
tho supply of water having been too small to make a poor beach payable.

On the Threo Mile Beach tho race partyand the dam party are still working, besides two hatters,
and generally do well; but the race party have been short of water. On the Five Mile Beach all the
large claims have been worked out or given vp—none of the parties now lifting with water, and only
ono working with horse-power. One or two large claims worked out paid good wages, but the others,
as compared to wages, resulted in considerable loss. On the other hand, the small claim, as now
worked, generally pays wages, and the miners have been able to save something. The tailings having
been mostly run into tho lagoon, the edging of it has become covered, and claims can now be worked
on it which could not heretofore bo touched. Should the river not turn out as well as expected, much
now ground will here bo worked, and under any circumstances will be in the course of years. The
amalgamationof the two races on this beach—the Alpine and tho Okarito Company—has greatly
contributed to the success of the miners; a plentiful supply of water having been thereby maintained
in both races in the driest weather.

A horse-road has been cut from the Totara (Waiko) to Lake Mapouriku by the Road Board.
Notwithstanding the small cost (about ss. per chain), there is not a better track in the district, from
the line having been exceedingly well chosen. Arthur and party have now a boat on the lake, and aro
working in tho neighbourhood of McDonald's creek, which runs into it. McDonald and others
worked on this creekyears ago, but did not make enough to induce them to stay; but then provisions
had to be swagged from Canoo Point, on tho Okarito River, in a track cut thence to the lake, and they
can be taken to any point on it in the boat. At the latest information I received, Arthur and party
had but just set in to work, but had a fair prospect of success. Of course the road via tho Totara is a
long roundabout one, and I am still of opinion that a good road could be obtained direct from the
township by striking the Canoe Point track.

Three parties are now working up the Waiho River, on a steep terraco on tho bankof the northern
branch of the river, just below tho gorge, about twelve miles from the beach. The ground, although
poor, seems of considerable extent, and from its position, on a falso bottom high above the river, very
advantageously situate for sluicing, were there a supply of water; but that, I regret to say, is wanting, fortho whole available is furnished by three small creeks running over the terrace into the Waiho, in all,
about Government heads ; and it is moreover stated that these creeks arc affected in winter by frost.
Iv tho gorge tho Waiho runs between high hills in walls of stone, and is unapproachable, precluding a
supply of water thence excepting at a large expense. I consider, although contrary to tho general
opinion, that a supply could be obtained by blasting a raco out of tho stone, andraising tho river bed
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by means of a rough stone dam of largo proportions, formed by heavily blasting the stone walls,
otherwise water would have to be brought a long distance at a very considerable expense. The
terrace was worked years ago, and has been from time to time since, but has not been considered
payable, and only becomes so now by the use of an hydraulic, by means of which the first party of three
men setting in obtained about 323 oz. of gold for about seven weeks' labour ; and then, of course, at
the opening of a claim a considerable allowance must be made for lost time, although this party had
tho advantage ofraces already cut, and somefacilities in tho way of tracks. Should the payable ground
prove to extend as far as expected, water will probably be brought on to it, but raco property in tho
district has been hitherto so unprofitable that it is likely to be left to the miners themselves to do it.
Meanwhile, the available water might, I think, be used at a higher pressure, and more effectually by
the use of iron piping instead of canvas hose.

On the Omaru River three parties are at work bringing in separate races; and as the ground
yields good prospects, and is favourably situated for sluicing, good results may be expected. The
ground is about five miles up the river, between tho two branches, a terrace standing high above tho
river, and the left-hand branch having a rapid fall enables the minors to bring water on to the ground,
with a moderate amount of labour. Ground up this river was worked years ago, but sluicers without
hydraulics, and would not then pay; but the improved method of working now adopted will put
through so much greater quantity of dirt, as can scarcely fail to make the ground payable.

On the beaches between the Waiko and Gillespie's Beach, the small parties at work have improved
their races, so as to ground sluice and work in dry weather; whereas heretofore, dependent on tho
rain, they have only been able to work in tho wet. Of course theresults have been greatly increased,
and the men are some of tho most well to do in the district. On Gillespie's Beach the minors havo
decreased to about fifty in number. The ground being generally of a poor description, although
payable, anything fresh is always likely to induce some miners to abandon this beach. There aro
two races on tho beach, but a largo quantity of water is not sold, but tho greater part used by tho
shareholders. In the dry weather, when the water would havo been saleable, there was sucha small
quantity in the raco that none could be spared for sale. The shareholders in tho larger race work in
two parties of four men each; in the smaller one in four parties of two men each; and it is remarked
that tho smaller parties are the most successful. However the beach is likely to be worked for years
to come, although it is not probable that any rich claims will bo opened. Up Arks River, six minors
arc working the beaches on the river, sometimes washing on a face, and sometimes justfossicking, and
generally speaking make small wages, if not more. Part of them, this winter, will go back to tho
ranges, in the expectation of striking something.

At theKarangarua, North Beach, a party of six are working with the water ofa raco brought in
from about three miles up the river. They have a plentiful supply of water, but rather low, so that it
is scarcely available for tho whole of the North Beach. The ground has not come up to the expecta-
tions of the party, but has paid wages.

At Hunt's Beach there arc about twenty miners, who during tho past year have generally earned
small wages. Most of the parties have water races for working their claims, one party lifting water by
means ofa water-wheel.

At Bruce Bay there aro about four Europeans engaged in mining as well as four Maoris, but nono
of the workings have proved very profitable.

To tho southward, during tho past year, a good deal of prospecting has been done inland, as far as
the head of tho Clark (tho junction of seven small streams). Also about eight miles up'the Lons-
borough (stated to be a large river), and on tho Haast, to the mouth of the gorge, where brands on a
tree were observed, showing that tho crew of the " Nugget" cutter prospected there about nine
years ago. In all these parts the colour of gold could be got, but nothing approaching payable.

I regret to say that the water races at the Haast have proved unremunerative, and altogether tho
prospect in this direction is gloomy ; but as I believe there is a good deal of land fit for cattle
there is a likelihood of its being stocked on the completion of the tracks South of Bruce Bay,
undertaken by tho County Government; and a better knowledge of the country will then be obtained
through the cattle opening the bush aud the stockmen occasionally looking after them, whilst pros-
pectors would obtain their provisions with far greater facility than at present. By some it is con-
sidered that the Government should give direct assistance to prospectors by providing funds for
provisions ; but I think that the assistance would be far more likely to attain its object if given in the
shape of a road provided inland, and water-right regulations on a more liberal scale. I think that
miners should be able to register at least as much water as they would be likely to use for sluicing
if they were purchasing tho water from an extended head race company, say, in ordinary parties not
less than a head per man. The value of water would then be a handsome premium on prospecting ;
and it must not be overlooked that some prospectors spend more time, sometimes years, looking for
ground and water, than suffice to bring in as long a race as would enable them to register a right under
tho extended scale.

The tracks round tho Bluff, formed by the County Government, have beeu of great service; but,
unfortunately, no provision has been made for keeping them in repair, and parts of them have fallen
into bad, in some instances dangerous, condition.

There are still a large number of public-houses in the district; in all, fourteen licensed houses, or
about one to every twenty-two male adults of the population. I bclicvo that, in the present circum-
stances of the district, tho number could with advantage be reduced ; and I consider that, were tho
license fees reduced, that result would be obtained with advantage to all parties. The revenue would
not be reduced, and the fewer taking licenses would be perhaps even better able to pay the fees as well
as to provide better accommodation than now, whilst at the same time I believe there would bo less
unnecessary drinking thau at present.

From the present prospects of ,the district, the current year may reasonably be expected to be a
prosperous one. I have, &c,

The Under Secretary for Public Works, Wellington. Edward J. Tizard, Warden.
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OTAGO.
No. 13.

Mr. Warden Willis to tho Under Secretary for Gold Fields.
Sir,— Warden's Office, Dunedin, 13th May, 1573.

I havo the honor to enclose herewith tho forms, properly filled up, which accompanied your
circular letters of the 12thFebruary and 11th March last respectively, and which show the position
of the gold field under my charge on the 31st March, 1873.

There is very little to add to my report of the Bth June, 1872, save that I havo issued seventeen
agricultural lease certificates for 2,260 acres of land; and that the number of miners has slightly
increased. One ofthe quartz-mining companies to which I then alluded has collapsed; but the other
is in full working order, and with every prospect of success attending its operations.

No cases have occurred which would have necessitated my holding Warden's Courts during the
year.

Tho number of miners' rights issued during the same period was 140, and of business licenses, 8.
In order that "The Otago Waste Lands Act, 1872," and "The Gold Fields Act, 1866," which

contain the same provisions relative to water rights and privileges, may be worked harmoniously, tho
Waste Land Board has recently appointed several of the Wardens in the Province, including
myself, to bo District Land Officers, the effect of which will be, that as heretofore all water rights wero
granted by the Wardens, they will now have to be granted by the Waste Land Board.

I have, &c,
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. Alexander Willis, Warden.

No. 14.
Mr. Warden Pyke to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sib,— Warden's Office, Lawrence, Ist May, 1873.
I do myself the honor to forward my report on theTuapeka District of the Otago Gold Fields,

for tho year ending 31st March, 1873. Speaking generally, I think I may venture to say that never
since the discovery of Gabriel's Gully has the Tuapeka District (proper) been in a more flourishing
condition. Theyield of gold has been in excess of the produce of previous years ; land for cultivation
is being taken up wherever obtainable; property in the township has greatly increased in value; work
is plentiful and labour is scarce. It is difficult to obtain hands for any kind ofemployment at present.

At the Blue Spur, mining operations continue to be carried on with energy and profit. This
wonderful auriferous deposit has now been constantly wrought for more than tenyears to a depth
varying from 80 to 230 feet. The bedrock has been found near the centre ofthe spur, at a depth of
94 feet below the lowest tail-race at present in use, giving a total depth of payable cement of 324 feet.
Everything is put through the tail-races, from the grass downwards. The average value of the dirt has
been estimated by competent authorities at from 6d. to Is. 3d. per cubic yard for surface stuff; and
at 2s. 6d. to ss. per cubic yard for bottom stuff, as at present wrought. The underlying old tertiaries
contain heavy waterworn gold, and are believed to be even richer than the present workings, so that it
will yield handsomereturns when wrought, even though expensive machinery should be necessary for
crushing the cement.

Since the first sluicing operations on this spur it is estimated that gold to the value of nearly
£250,000 has been extracted from the soil; and tho quantity of auriferous earth that has been washed
away is calculated at 1,740,000 cubic yards. There yet remains to be wrought above present levels
2,460,000 cubic yards, and below those levels 660,000 cubic yards of payable ground.

This estimate (obtained by mo from some of the most intelligent claim-owners) does not include
ground of inferior quality, but which will no doubt yet be profitably wrought with better appliances,
such as hydraulic force can yield, when water becomes cheaper. And when all has been washed down
to the bed rock, the tailings, already 50 feet deep at tho foot of the spur where the old township once
stood, and which are rapidly filling up the entire gully, blocking up the main Tuapeka Creek, and
threatening tho existence of the lower portion of tho town of Lawrence ;—these tailings, I say, will
again be wrought with most surprising results, for with existing appliances it is certain that a large
quantity of gold is lost. Ido not, therefore, think that I overdraw the picture, if I predict that at
least half a century will be requisite to fully exhaust the auriferous resources of this famous spur, and
that gold to the value probably of £2,000,000 still remains buried in its sands.

At present there are about seventy men employed on the various claims at a dailywage of lis.
for eight hours' work, and at this rate the cost of working is estimated at from 6d. to 14d. per cubic
yard. I may add here that the current price of water for sluicing is £7 per 100 inches per week
of 48 hours.

A new feature in this portion of my district is tho production of gold from the quartz lodes of
Gabriel's Gully. The first cake of retorted gold was obtained in December last by " Gabriel's Gully
Quartz Mining Company." The following extract from myreport (to the Provincial Government) for
the quarter ending 31st December, 1872, may be interesting :—" Theweight of tho cake was 125 ounces
(not), and it was the produce of about 500 tons of stone, which yielded (in the gross) 270 ounces of
amalgam. The results thus nakedly given require other explanation, in order that tho matter may be
properly understood. This can best be done by a statement of the cost and gain attendant on the
actual crushing, which statement has been placed at my disposal by the manager, Mr. 11. L.
Squires:—

" Amount expended in raising and crushing 500 tons of stone ... £220 0 0
"Price obtained for produco—l2s ounces—valued at £3 15s. per ounce... 468 15 0

" Leaving a profit of, say ... ... ... ... ... £248 15 0
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"It will be seen from tho foregoing that the cost of raising, bringing to the mill, and crushing,
averaged a little over eight shillings and ninepence (Bs. 9d) per ton—equal to a yield of two penny-
weights and eight grains per ton, beyond which all is profit. I think this result one of the most
important yet achieved in New Zealand. Our hills and mountains are seamed with auriferous quartz,
from Green Island to Mount Aspiring. But as in the alluvium, so in the rock, the gold is scattered
over a large surface area ; and it is only by economical agencies that satisfactoryresults can be attained.
The Blue Spur, for instance, enormously rich though it be, would not pay to work, were it not for tho
immense water power brought to bear thereou. It may not, then, be out of place, here, if I briefly
describe the modus operandi adopted by the Gabriel's Gully Quartz Mining Company. The "reef or
lode" is situated abou thalf-way down the western face of the range which divides Wetherstone'sfrom
Gabriel's, and opposite to the Blue Spur, and is wrought by an adit, or tunnel, piercing the breast of
the mountain at a point several feet below the cap of the reef. A tramway leadingfrom the lode
conveys the stone raised to the machine in the gully below, the full trucks descending pulling up the
empty. A single line of rails suffices for this purpose. At the meeting point elliptical curves, enable
the trucks to pass each other. The machine itself is a ten stamp battery, the stamps being of 60 lbs.
weight each, worked by a turbine of new and greatly improved construction. The motive power—■

water—is conveyed in an open race from the Phoenix Reservoir to the saddle above the reef, and thence
with a fall of 150 feet, in iron pipes to the battery. The reservoir belongs to the company, under
lease, and the surplus water is sold at a profit, independently of the water used for crushing purposes.
On the first crushing it will be readily understood by practical machinists that a considerable loss
occurs through new and unused plates. Still better results have been obtained since the date of my
report, and from data possessed I may safely say that tho battery will now regularly crush, say, 125
tons per week, at a profit of not less than 10s. per ton. The reef is now from eight to ten feet
thick I may mention here that coarse, unworn gold—semi-crystallized—is found in tho
boxes. At the first crushing 25 dwts. (one piece over 8 dwts.) occurred, and similar results havo
since been obtained." The total quantity of stone crushed to March 31st is 1,500 tons, yielding 470
oz. ofgold. Twelve days' crushing, from 15th to 27th March gave 244 oz. of amalgam. No portion
of the reef has yet been found absolutelybarren, and gold seems to be equally distributed over the
entire body of stone, 120 feet from North to South, worked to date. The turbine continues to work
satisfactorily, and I am assured by the manager that for the last two months not more than 35
inches of water (220 gallonsper minute) have been used for driving the full battery of 10 stamps.

The ridge between Gabriel's and Wetherstone's, in which these workings are carried on, is com-
posed of micaceous and talcoso slabs, overlaid with clay to a depth of from 3to 30 feet. The upper
rocks are of a deep red colour, and non-pyritous. The underlying rocks aro of the ordinary
blue tincture, and highly pyritous. Between these two layers there is usually a thin seam of
mullock, and tho rock faces exhibit indications of slickensides. When the lode occurs in the red slates,
the quartz is much decomposed, and only slightlypyritous; whereas in the blue slates, tho lode, like the
surrounding rock, is remarkably full of pyrites. Both these slates aro traversed with veins of quartz.
The general lie ofthe slates shows a dip to the South at an angle of about 30 degrees, the cleavage
planes dipping to the Eastward at about the same angle. The course of the lode is, as usual, North
and South, with an underlay to the West. From a general consideration of these and other circum-
stances, I am inclined to believe there has been a vast slide at some remote geological period, which
has precipitated the original crown of the range to its base, leaving between, to the Eastward, the
broken-off lower continuation of the lode. It is remarkable that here, as in other parts of Otago,
the quartz lodes should have struck far down the side of tho range, a fact which adds additional
confirmation of my theory.

Two tunnels have been put in to test this matter, and the extent of the gold-bearing character of
tho ridge, on both flanks of which coarse gold has been found in the gullies in smallruns nearly to the
summit. One these, known as Walsh's Gully Tunnel, has been driven 350 feet. Several small leaders
have been'cut in the excavation. Tho other is the Clarke's Hill Company. This has been commenced
with the view of tunnelling through to Wetherstone's, so as fully to test the range. An application
has been made to the Government to subsidize this undertaking, the importance of which can scarcely
be exaggerated. Taking into consideration the magnitude and difficulty of the work, I think that a
portion of the vote for prospecting would bo well expended in rendering assistance thereto.

At Waipiri the quartz workings are just now at a standstill. There is not, however, any reason
to doubt that the old O P Q lode would yield handsome returns if wrought economically by the aid of
water power.

At Table Hill the work done has been very considerable, aud the claimholders have been most
persevering. Here there are two distinct lodes, running parallel—namely, tho Oxford reef and
the Ocean View reef. The Oxford reef has been worked to a depth of 112 feet, with a lode from
3to 6 feet broad. It is now abandoned.

On the Ocean View, three claims havebeen wrought to a depth of 80 feet, on a lode 3 to 6 feet
thick. Work is at present suspended, pending the erection of pumps to drain the lower levels, where
tho water is very heavy. The Alexandra Company are now erecting a turbine to drive five head of
stamps, for which they possess ample water privileges. These reefs are perhaps the best defined of
any yet discovered in Otago, having almost perpendicular walls with white casing. As at Gabriel's,
the upper rocks are red, and contain very little pyrites. At 80 feet the rock changes to a blue
pyritous slate, and the quartz is also highly charged with pyrites. At this point the explorations have
been stopped. I shall await with much interest the drainingofthe mines, and the bringing to " grass"
of quartz from lower levels. I have great faith in the future development of this part of my district,
and in these reefs in particular.

There is nothing worthy of special mention in connection with the alluvial workings.
During the year ending March 31st, 1873, there has been a steady increase in production of gold

from this district. The escort returns show that in the above-namedperiod there have been 37,401 oz.
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sent down, as against 32,928 oz. for the year ending March 3lst, 1872, being an increase of4,473 oz.
Value of year's produce (estimated at £3 15s. per ounce), £140,254.

I have, &c,
Vincent Pyre, Warden.

Note.—The usual returns aro appended.—V. P.
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington.

No. 15.
Mr. Warden Borton to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Roxburgh, 10th April, 1573.
I havo the honor to report that during the twelve months ended the 31st of March last, tho

district as a whole has been prosperous ; miners have generally obtained remunerative returns for their
capital and labour, and the agricultural portion of the population are continually receiving fresh
accessions to their ranks. As regards the former class, the same want is felt here as is experienced, I
believe, in nearly every other part of tho Otago Gold Fields—namely, an increased supply of water.
Were this great desideratum supplied, it would be hard to fix a limit to the increase that would take
place, both in the population and prosperity of the district. I am glad to bo able to state that a
quartz lode discovered some time ago at the Fourteen Mile Bush is in a fair way of being thoroughly
tested. A company has, I believe, been formed, and a contract let for driving along tho supposed line
ofreef, so as to ascertain its permanency and the richness of tho stone. Should these preliminary
operations result satisfactorily, quartz mining will become one of the recognized and established
industries in this part of the gold field.

The population, as you will notice in the statistical return forwarded herewith, is increasing.
Europeans of all classes and ages I estimate at 1,100, and Chinese (chiefly miners) at 250.

Therevenue is also on tho increase, being something like £1,200 this year as compared with £800
for the previous twelve months. These sums, however, do not represent the whole revenue derived
from the district, but only so much as passes through the books of theReceiver of Gold Revenue and
Clerk to the Bench. With the spirit licenses, dog taxes, coal leases, &c, added to the above amount,
the revenue would probably reach some £1,600 or £1,700 a year.

I have, &c,
The Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. J. B. Borton, Warden.

No. 16.
Mr. Warden Robinson to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Naseby, Ist April, 1873.
In accordance with instructions, I have tho honor to report upon the district under my

charge as Warden for tho last year as follows :—
1. The year has, on tho whole, not been a favourable one for mining. It has been unusually dry

in all seasons, and the consequence has been aremarkable scarcity of water for sluicingpurposes. This
has seriously cramped the energies of the miners, sluicing being the only method of alluvial mining
practised here.

2. By far tho most important matter, as affecting mining in this district during the year, has been
tho initiation of the public works at Naseby. These works consist of a large water race from the
upper branches of the Manuherikia River to Naseby, and of a sludge or maiu tail-race, extending from
Naseby for ten miles down the llogburn Gully. Thislatter work has been let to one contracting party
for £18,000, and they have set to work with an energy which augurs well for the speedy completion of
their contract. Tho head-race will be about sixty miles in length ;of this, ten miles have been con-
tracted for, and the works are now in progress. It is expected that other lengths will soon be let out.
The whole are being executed according to the plans and under the supervision of Mr. D. L. Simpson,
the Provincial Engineer of Otago. The original scheme contemplated the bringing in of a flushing
water race from the Little Kycburn; but after a careful survey, Mr. Simpson decided that it would be
best to bring in the large supply from tho Manuherikia at once, and the Little Kyeburn flushing water
raco has therefore not been gone on with.

3. Great expectations have been based on these undertakings, but some time must elapse beforo
the practical benefit can be reaped from them. The sludge channel cannot be completed much under
twelve months, and it seems likely that the construction of the greatwater race wilt take at the least
two years. When completed, it will be a splendidwork ; and thcro is every reason to believe that the
water race and sludge channel in conjunction will bo tho means of affording employment for a series
of years to a considerable number of miners, and will enable much auriferous land to be worked, which,
without them, would hardly have been got at.

4. Since the levels for the main sludge channel have been known, it has been alleged by some
miners, that to command all the ground it will be necessary that it should be made deeper at the
Naseby end. The matter has been brought under the attention of the Provincial authorities and the
Engineer, and is now under consideration. It is argued by the advocates of the deeper level that it
would be a pity to bring up the channel at a certain depth, and then find that it would bo advisable to
make it deeper, whereas, by a slight modification of the gradient, the required depth could be obtained
in the first instanco without any very great additional outlay. I refrain from myself passing an
opinion on this point, as it is eminently one for professional skill to determine, and will no doubt
receive the consideration it deserves.
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5. Tho Mount Ida District has never yet been very famous or fortunate in tho matter of quartz

reefing. For a while there was some excitement about the reefs at Roughridgc and at Macrae's, but
one after another the claims were abandoned, and the companies wound up. Lately, however, there
has been a sort of revival of the quartz mining interest, in respect of a number of reefs discovered in
the Dunback Ranges, Stag Valley. The boundaries of the gold field have been extended to take in
the scene of these new discoveries, and much enterprise has been shown by claimholders. Already
there arc throe batteries of stamps erected, and a large amount of work done ; not only in the way
of getting out quartz, but in the formation ofreservoirs and the cutting of roads. That there exists
quite a network ofreefs is evident. It is also a fact that, although not rich, the stone has yielded
payable returns for such crushings as have been obtained. It remains now to be seen whether these
reefs will pay for continuous working. It is only fair to add that the companies that have already got
fairly to work seem very sanguine of success. The reefs at Roughridge, after a long interval of
neglect, are about to get another trial, at the hands ofa company bearing the well-omened name of " The
Energetic." lam given to understand that this company has obtained prospects justifying the
regular opening out of a mine and the erection of suitable crushing machinery, and that the necessary
arrangements are now in a forward state.

6. Tho Maerewhenua division of the district has made some advances during the year, but its
development has been by no means rapid. The work, for the most part, is still only of a preparatory
character. Further portions of races have been constructed ; and one race—that known as " The
Mosquito"—has been finished, its completion having been made tho occasion of some festivity ; but
still it must bo said that the thorough opening up ofthe Maerewhenua diggings is a thing of the future.
The holders of some of the water rights are showing great determination in carrying out works that
have proved to be far more difficult and costly than was expected when they were begun. They aro
full of hope. Oneparty have been at work for the past two years, bringing in a large race from tho
Kakanui River. They have made nine miles of the race, and have six or seven more to do. This
party propose to avail themselves ofthe assistance of the Government to finish the work. Their raco,
when completed, will command a fine extent of good ground for sluicing.

7. With reference to the water of tho Kakanui River, an important question has arisen during tho
year. Besides the party already referred to, there have been two other companies that have applied
for and obtained grants of water from tho Kakanui. Not content with the grants they held, they
made applicationfor additional supplies, morein fact than the stream could possibly haveyielded, andthis
seems to have roused the fears of the owners and occupiers ofproperty down the river, near its mouth,
A strong objection was put in on behalf of the owners and occupiers of a flour mill, a fellmongery.
and a meat-preserving establishment, near the mouth of the Kakanui, and, after hearingthe arguments
adduced, I found it necessary to refuse the applications for additional supplies of water. This refusal
was considered so significant that one of the companies decided to wind-up its affairs, not deeming it
safe, in the face of such opposition as might be expected from the riparian proprietors down stream,
to commence their race at all. The other party have their rights under protection, and are, for the
present, watching the course of events; not liking to commit themselves to a large expenditure until
they can feel sure of being able to carry their enterprise to its completion without clashing with other
and possibly more powerful interests.

8. The several mining centres of Hamilton, Hyde, and Serpentine have not during the past year
presented any matters in connection with mining worth recording. Their mining population has
remained about the same, and if anything has suffered diminution, rather than increase. Macrae's, on
the other hand, has shown signs of improvement, which, although not very noticeable, aro yet
satisfactory.

9. No review of the past year would be complete which should omit to notice the improvements
in the town of Naseby. The year that has gone by has been especially momentous for Naseby,
as it has seen the erection of the town into a municipality, and the starting of tho public
works, which, it is believed, will place its prosperity on a really sound foundation. Without going
into details, I will simply say that the place is evidently growing. New buildings are continually
going up. The Presbyterian body have got up the walls of a commodious and substantial church, and
the Church of England has funds collected towards the same object. Everything denotes confidence
in the permanence of Naseby as a mining centre.

10. In my last report I had to include Hill's Creek and St. Bathan's, of which I had charge during
the temporary translation of Mr. Warden Carew to Clyde, to do duty for Mr. Warden Simpson,
absent on leave; but as Mr. Carew has since resumed charge ofhis own district,I must leave him now
to report upon those localities. This change will also make a noticeable difference in the tabular
returns.

11. In conclusion, I have to express my satisfaction that, notwithstanding a bad year for mining,
the district has continued to hold its own so well; and my earnest hope is, that a more favourable season
for water may enable mo in my next report to present a more cheerful statement of affairs.

I have, &c,
Tho Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. H. W. Robinson, Warden.

No. 17.
Mr. Warden Carew to tho Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Black's, Otago, 24thApril, 1873.
I havo the honor to forward herewith statistical returns for the goldfield under my charge,

for the year endingthe 31st March, and beg to report as follows:—A scarcity of water has prevailed to an unprecedented extent for at least six months out of tho
twelve, which in this district, where mining, with barely an exception, is carried on by means ofground
sluicing, has been exceedingly detrimental to miuing interests. There arc several now races in courso
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of construction, which will incrcaso the supply in the futuro; but there aro now very few streams from
which the existing water rights would not absorb the full flow in ordinary seasons. Tho only means
left for making further provision appears to be by the construction of dams aud reservoirs; and this,
although a costly mode of obtaining water, will no doubt be gradually adopted, for there appears to be
no prospect of the value of water decreasing, and the profits derived from water races would justifya
considerable expenditure upon works which would be again productive.

Black's No. I.—ln this division of tho district the population has been considerably increased by
the arrival ofa large number of Chinese miners, who have settled down to steady and profitable work.
Many of them have been doingremarkably well in working old ground in Black's Flat, while a few have
taken advantage of the low state of tho Manuherikia to divert portions of that river, and work thebed,
and have been largely remunerated.

St. Balkan's continues to be the most prosperous portion of the district, and it contains some of
the best sluicing ground in tho Province. That part known as the " Basin " has been in work for the
last eightyears, and is still yielding large quantities of goldfrom claims which will take several more
years of labour to work out.

The St. Bathan's main channel, which was formed about five years ago, partly with Government aid,
for the purpose of making provision for want of sufficient fall in the gullyto carry away tailings, and
into which all tail-races empty, has been lately washed up, producing 200 oz. of gold. There was
also a small washing from it some time ago, making in all about £900 worth of gold saved, which in
ordinary cases, where tailings are not collected in a second race, would have been lost. The miners
who constructed this race, which is considered to be tho common property of those discharging tailings
into it for the time, having no expectation that so much goldwould be collected by it, made no provi-
sion for its distribution, and some difficulty has occurred in allotting the proceeds amongst the different
claimants.

Extensive works .are in progress at Muddy Creek, which, when completed, will make that
locality of much importance. A largo quantity ofvaluable mining ground is known to bo there, and an
extensive area, at present unprospected, will in all probability prove auriferous. Hitherto the small
quantity ofwater available has prevented more than a very partial development of that field ; but this
will shortly be met by a now water race, which is being brought in from a distance of thirty miles.
This race is being constructed by a party of six miners, will cost not less than £1,500, and is to be
finished in twelve months. Two extensive tail-races, each of which will cost several hundred pounds,
are alsobeing proceeded with. It is proposed by some miners, longresident in the district, to construct
a main channel up the bed of Muddy Creek, which is now almost choked with an accumulation of tail-
ings from the workings above. This channel is to be three miles in length, and will have to be nearly
40 feet in depth at the upper end, with an average depth of 20 feet. The projectors of this under-
taking, six in number, are willing to enter upon its construction provided they obtain a special claim of
thirty acres of mining land, under section 12 of " The Gold Fields Act, 1866," and will allow the
race to be in general use as an outlet for tailings. The race will pass through a large bulk of
tailings and old worked ground, and it is expected that sufficient goldwill be collected in constructing
the race to pay the cost of the work.

Welshman's Gully.—The miners here are nearly all old residents of several years, and seem to be
as prosperous and contented as those of any mining locality that I know of. Almost every miner is a
race proprietor and the holder of a mining lease. They live in good substantial houses, with gardens
around them, and the gullypresents a general appearance of comfort unusual to see upon a goldfield.
A new water race is being brought in from the Dunstan Creek,which will add further to the prosperity
ofthis field. There are several excellent seams of lignite here, from which supplies for nearly tho
whole district are drawn.

Blackstone and Woolshed Diggings.—The past year, on account of the small rainfall, has been a
very unfavourable one for these diggings, and many of tho claims have been unworkable from want
of water, and had to be protected for suspension from work. There is plenty of ground here which
will pay well during the time when water is procurable, and no doubt, when moister weather prevails,
there will be a return of prosperity.

German Hill has suffered from tho same cause as the places last mentioned. A largo population
could be supported hero, provided an adequate supply of water could be brought in to it.

Ida Valley.—The auriferous gullies leading into tho head of this valley are principally occupied by
Chinese miners, who appear to bo contented with the result of their labour.

Black's No. 3.—The only deep sinking in the district is being done here. A party of miners have
been working for some months at a depth of 120 feet, and havebeen well paid. The goldfound is much
coarser than that obtained hi sluicing shallower ground. Tho claim is worked by a horse-whim, and
the ground is wet and has to be thickly timbered. The adjoining land was at one time held by aregis-
tered company, who sank a shaft 180 feet deep upon a patch of very rich wash-dirt, yielding several
ounces per load. When this patch was worked out, a drive was put in for a distance of 100 feet, and
a monkey-shaft sunk at the far end, which bottomed at a further depth of 80 feet; but although a
drift gravel was met with, it did not contain payable gold, and difficulties occurred which prevented
further prospecting. This claim was very wet, required heavy timbering, and was worked with hired
labour; and the heavy expenses exhausted the capital of the company, which then ceased operations.
There are many experienced practical miners who believe that rich deposits of gold, if not a regular
deep lead, would be discovered if a properly organized company, with a sufficient capital, were to make
the attempt.

Drybread.—Tho water supply here is in the hands of three parties, who work their own ground
and use all the water obtainable, instead of, as heretofore, sellingwater in small heads to any miners
who might choose to take up claims. This tends to decrease the number of men who can find occu-
pation ; but there is no doubt that goldis obtained at amuch less cost by using large quantities of water
with few menthan upon tho old system ; it also leads to more steady and systematic working. Nearly
£1,000 has been expended here in iron piping to bring water from a height to bear upon the claims
with tho full quantity of pressure that can be obtained.
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Tinker's.—A new race heading from tributaries of the Chatto Creek, with a right to eight heads of

water, is being brought into this field. The length of cutting will be fifteen miles, and the work is so
far in progress that it is expected to be completed in six months from this. The water right now
belonging to this race was formerly diverted to Black's, but the proprietors, thinking it could be more
profitably employed at Tinker's, applied for and obtained the necessary authority to construct a new
race. The land here is noted for yielding very large returns. A quantity of stout india-rubber hose
or piping has been lately imported here from California to be used for hydraulic mining, but it is
questionable whether iron piping is not the most economical and effective material to employ. It is,
however, far in advance of canvas hose which is very expensive considering the short time it lasts, and
that it is frequently getting out of repair when heavy pressure is required.

Agriculture. —Four blocks of land have been opened in this district for leasing under the Agri-
cultural Lease Regulations, and 1,866 acres have been leased, nearly the whole of which is under
cultivation and improvement. There are also a few hundred acres cultivated upon the neighbouring
runs. The principal crop grown is oats for horse feed, and potatoes are also grown, but not sufficient
for local consumption. The district is very backward in agricultural matters, for sufficient produce is
not even raised for home use, although much of the land is very superior, and far better than that in
adjoining districts, which would be good markets for a surplus. There is no flour mill within seventy
miles ofBlack's, but a joint stock company is now being formed to supply this great want, and I
anticipate that so soon as a mill be once started, that there will be an increased demand for land, and
a great impetus will be given to agricultural settlement.

Gold.—The quantity ofgold forwarded by escort during the year is as follows:— Oz.
Black's ... ... ... ... ... 9,450
St. Bathan's ... ... ... ... ... 4,515

In all ... ... ... ... 13,965

In conclusion, I beg to state that I consider the future prospects of this district as very
encouraging. In spite of the unusual shortness of water which has so long prevailed, the miners have
done more than hold their own, the existence of almost unlimited areas of auriferous land is more fully
confirmed. Improvement in the system and economy of mining is being discovered and adopted, and
severalreproductive works will be shortly completed. With a return of seasons of average rainfall, it
is reasonable to anticipate considerable prosperity.

I have, Ac,
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. E. H. Carew, Warden.

No. 18.
Mr. Warden Simpson to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Clyde, 25th April, 1873.
I have the honor to forward, in compliance with your circulars of the 12thFebruary and 11th

March, the statistical returns of the Dunstan District for the year ended 31st March, 1873.
From the district, which now only comprehends the sub-districts of Cromwell, Clyde, and

Alexandra, there was escorted, duringthe year, 35,451 oz. of gold, being 3000 oz. in excess of what
was escorted from those sub-districts the previous year, a favourable sign when it is observed that the
population has diminished.

The great drawback to the further development of this district, particularly of the alluvial
workings, is the small water supply, which has during the last four months been reduced to a mini-
mum. Efforts are being made to allay this evil in the Cromwell District by the construction of the
Carrick Water Race, in the Clyde District by that of the Chatto Creek, and in the Alexandra District
by that of the Gorge Race, at a total expenditure of not less than £20,000. All those races will open
up new ground of proved auriferous character, to the extent of some hundreds of acres. But those
races, even taken as they are from what may be considered good sources of supply, would, by a season
such as that we have just gone through, be much affected. Such ever-recurring dry seasons, in a
district like tho Dunstan, shquld cause attention to be turned to the procuring, by mechanical means,
a supply of water from the large rivers. Short, however, as the water supply has been, the alluvial
workings have contributed the great proportion of the gold ; and of those workings, those at a high
elevation, such as the Nevis, have yielded the most.- In particular, the yield at the Nevis has been
greater than for several years.

Quartz Reefing.-—During the year great efforts have been made to develop the reefs in this
district, but in most cases with indifferent success. Those in tho Alexandra District, known as
Butcher's and Conroy's, of which much was expected, have been abandoned. Indifferent management
and too small capital may be assigned as the reasons ; for the general opinion is, that those reefs,
although not rich, are payable, and will be taken up again. Of the Bcndigo reefs only three are now
worked—the Lucknow, Aurora, and the Bendigo Company. But for the last three months little or
nothing has been done for want of water supply. The difficulty in adopting any other power for
crushing is the inconvenience of fuel; but I think that in the case of the Bendigo Company, where the
gold-bearing quality is so well ascertained, it would pay to adopt steam. This Company have just
recently come on stone quite as rich looking as any they have ever taken out. On the Carrick a great
deal of work has been done, which has revealed that the reefs there, so far, are merely fragments of
reefs, tossed about in all sorts of positions, by some unknown agency. In consequence, prospecting is
a most difficult task. Some miners are of opinion that the main reefs will be found in the locality,
while others hold that there are no indications to justifythat conclusion, but offer no explanation of
how the fragments got to their present location. The following may be put down as the payable reefs

5—H. 7.



H—7 34

on the Carrick :—The Heart of Oak, the Star of the East, the Elizabeth, the John Bull, the Young
Australian, the Caledonian, and the Colleen Bawn. Of those the twofirst-mentioned have yielded the
most gold. Here again water is the chief motive power, and, as a consequence, work this season has
been much retarded. At the Carrick, there is no reason I can see for being so dependent on water,
steam-raising coal being quite convenient to the mines.

The only branch of gold mining remaining to be mentioned is dredging on the Molyneux River.
There has been a considerablerevolution in the mode of dredging. The constant flow andaccumulation
of tailings has rendered it impossible to do any good with the spoon dredge. The great object to be
attained was, when the wash was reached to keep it from being immediately covered up with tailings.
Pneumatic tubes have been tried, and with success; and if sufficient means are adopted for the speedy
elevation of the wash, this mode will be generally adopted, particularly in the gorges, where very rich
pockets are believed to exist. The advantage of this system is that ocular examination of the river
bottom is enabled to be made. Allied to the system of the tubes is the submarine boat, which is also
on trial. A steam dredge, similar to those used in harbours, is in course of erection, some miners
believing that the payable nature of dredging depends entirely on the quantity of stuff to be got
through, which no doubt is the case in the more placid reaches of the river, where the gold has got
more uniformly distributed ; in such places only could such a dredge work. This winter it is expected
there will be four or five different sorts of dredges at work in the neighbourhood of Clyde and
Alexandra, almost all worked by steam.

Agricultural settlement in this district makes very slow progress, chiefly owing to the very limited
area of land suitable, and such as there is depending so much on irrigation, to do which large capital
is required.

I have, &c,
W. Laurence Simpson, Warden.

The Under Secretary for Immigration and Public Works,
Gold Fields Branch, Wellington.

No. 19.
Mr. Warden Stratford to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Arrow District, Otago, 31st March, 1873.
In compliance with your circular memorandum of the 12th of February last, I have the

honor to report on my district as follows:—1. That the original Warden's District of Arrow, for some years under the charge of Warden
Lowther Broad, was annexed to the Queenstown District, andbecame a division underWarden Beetham's
charge in August, 1868. And that on the 24th of July, 1872, it was again classed as a separate district
with its original boundaries—viz., on the west by an imaginary line from the junction of the Hayes
Creek with Kawarau, along the western shores of Lake Hayes, and from thence north-west to the
Coronet Hill; from thence north through Fox Peak to the Canterbury boundary ; along that boundary
until the source of the Kyrtleburn bears due south ; from thence by an imaginary line to the source
of the Kyrtleburn; then down the course of the Kyrtleburn to its confluence with the Kawarau;
from thence along the south bank of the Kawarau to the starting point. Within these boundaries
there are eight distinct mining settlements, which I will detail in order according to their importance—
namely, Cardrona, Macetown, Arrow River, Matatapu, Cambrian Flat, south bank of Kawarau,
Whitechapel Flat, Bracken's Gully, and Roger's Gully.

The increase of population, more permanent settlement, and the more continual travelling to tho
out-districts demanded of the Warden at Queenstown, were the principal causes of the reconstitution
of the Arrow District. And as the Government has expended duringthe past six months considerable
sums of money in cutting and improving mountain tracks, more especially up the Arrow River; in
connecting Macetown with Roger's Gully, in the heart of the northernranges of Otago; and from the
former place to Matatapu, which is daily becoming more favourably known,—I believe the district will
become more important every year. The population, though not increasing much, is more settled, and
the revenue greater and less fluctuating. Having classified the mining localities, I will briefly report
on each. At Cardrona, there are about 100European and 350 Chinese miners. When the agricultural
leaseholders have worked out their ground (their leases having yet two or three years to run), we shall
have room, with present prospects, for 50 moreEuropeans at least. At Macetown the ground is pretty
well worked out, but through the liberality of the Provincial Government an opening by way of a
track has been made, and the gold is being traced in payable quantities towards the Upper Shotover
on the west, and the Motatapu in a north-easterly direction. The population (all told) there is about
300, including 200 Chinese. On the south bank of the Kawarau there are from 90 to 100European
and about 25 to 30 Chinese people. The Cambrian Race Company, with their "race of 20 heads
(permanent supply), have just commenced sluicing at a point known on the map as Nevis Bluff. This
race commands five miles auriferous ground, and 1 hope to be able to report far more favourably of
this locality after the winter has passed. Whitechapel Flat and Crown Terrace are places that have
afforded a living to about thirty personsfor many years past, and a race recently cut by theArrowRiver
Water Race Company is now discharging a good flow of water on payable sluicing ground. The
quartz reefs of Crown Terrace and Arrowtown, it is believed generally, will be worked when wages
are lower, and men are willing to work hard and earn £2 to £3 a week as highest returns. Roger's
Gully is comparatively untried—has to be abandoned in the winter ; but the Macetown miners speak
highly of the prospects in that direction.

Bracken's Gully is a snug isolated basin or pocket of gold for about twenty-five to thirty people,
who have hitherto had to pack with difficulty their provisions from Arrowtown. The Government
track up the Arrow River will obviate this, and render the people more comfortable who have settled
there. Ido not anticipate any farther discoveries in that direction, for it has been well tried and
proved. The farmers in the district are prospering considerably. The land and climate could not be
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surpassedfor wheat growing, and appears to remain in heart for four and five seasons without rest.
There are two fine water-power flour mills in the Arrow District, situated only one mile apart, and one
mile from Arrowtown. Flour from these mills is sent every season to the different goldfields towns
between Arrowtown and Naseby. Tho farmers are improving their lands and tenements very much,
and purchasing their lease areas as soon as by law they are able. They complain of scarcity of
labourers, high wages, want of grass for cattle, difficulty in procuring manure for renovating their
lands, poor markets, high cartage, long credit, and the unsoundness of the district timberfor fencing—yet a majority ofthem have increased in wealth every year. Some who eight years ago commenced
without capital are comparatively wealthy men ; and Ihave not heard of a single instance of insolvency
among this class, who, to their credit be it said, have done much by dint ofperseverance and industry
in making themselves and their children homes; and the Wakatip, Shotover, and Arrow Valleys, as a
farming district, is one of the most inviting places for settlement in Otago. Without a doubt, the
combined interests of farming and mining will always cause a splendid revenue to the Government—
a good field for labour will gradually increase the value of the land, and provide homes for a much
larger population when the fever for speedy fortune by gold lottery has abated. In nearly eleven
years' experience on the Otago GoldFields, I have not seen better signs of real prosperity(settlement,
and advancement all around), nor more grumbling, than I have in this district.

Arrowtown itself is substantially built. Some of its stone stores have cost in building £1,800,
£1,000, and £800. It has its public library with room for one hundred and fifty persons, having a hall,
stage, newspaper room, and for books a fourth apartment. There are two churches substantially and
expensively built. Private houses (of stone) have been built at a cost of as much as £350 to £400,
and almost every resident in the place has his freehold sections, many of which will be shortly used for
private houses, when labour is more reasonable. I attribute the signs of prosperity a great deal to the
lines of communication made by the Government recently between Arrowtown and the mountain
diggings—Matapapu, &c.—together with the success of the farmers in readily disposing of their
crops, which have attained a high standing in the market already, so favourable is the climate, the land,
and irrigation to their development.

I have, &c,
The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. H. A. Stratford, Warden.

No. 20.
Mr. Warden Beetham to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Queenstown, 13th April, 1873.
I have the honor to forward herewith my report upon the goldfield in my charge, during the

year ending 31st March, 1873.
A portion ofthe district has, during thepast year, been placed under a separate Warden, and I am

therefore unable to compare the yield of gold with that of the previous year. The yield for the district
of Queenstown, which is under my charge, is, however, as nearly as possible the same as during the year
ending 31st March, 1872. Without being able to report any fresh discoveries of importance, I have
no hesitation in saying that the district was never in a more prosperous condition than it is at present.
Tho development of the auriferous resources of the district has received a great impetus by the
introduction of capital, and by the adoption of a better and more systematic system ofworking ground,
which has been merely scratched over by the ordinary process. Large and important works have been
undertaken in various portions ofthe district, in ground which, although known to be auriferous, has
hitherto been wholly untried ; and amongst these works I may mention, as perhaps the most important,
the New Channel Company, and the endeavour to trace the Arthur'sPoint Lead.

In other portions of the district, claims which areknown to be very valuable, but which have been
only partially worked, have been amalgamated, and thrown into companies under the Mining Companies
Limited Liability Act, with the view of their more complete and systematic working. Amongst the
claims of this class I may indicate those known as Grace andEgar's Dispute. Their claims or mining
leases have been amalgamated, and will, 1 understand, be placed under the control and management of
a mining manager—a system which will no doubt result in the ground being thoroughly worked at
the least possible outlay. There exists in this district an enormous area of ground, which can only be
profitably worked in a similar manner.

The quartz lodes at Skipper's Creek and the Upper Shotover are being steadily worked. lam
informed that the stone of tho NuggetReef has averaged about 10 dwts. throughout.

The quartz batteries have not, duringthe summer andautumn been in full work, as the water supply
has in consequence of the extreme dryness ofthe weather, been very inadequate to the requirements of
the machinery. I should say that not more than half of the stampers have been used latterly.

The amount of gold escorted during the year ending 31st March, 1873, from Queenstown was
20,746 oz. 9 dwts.

The population of the district, both mining and agricultural, is increasing steadily, and in all parts
of the gold field substantial stone buildings are replacing the more temporary class of wooden
buildings.

Attached will be found returns showing the price of provisions, value of mining plant, &c.
I have, &c.

The Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington. R. Beetham, Warden.

No. 21.
Mr. Warden Wood to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Switzers, 21st April, 1873.
I have the honor to enclose herewith statistical returns for the Switzers division of the Otago

Gold Fields District.
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There is little change to note in this portion of the district since my report in May last. The
dryness of the season has retarded mining operations; but I think, on the whole, the workers have
done as well as in the preceding year. There is a dispositionto go in for agricultural pursuits; and as
the Provincial Government have arranged to throw open 2,000 acres for agricultural leases on the
Waikaia River near a large bush, and the land being very suitablefor agricultural purposes, I expect it
will be taken up quickly.

Since my last report, the district has been added to onthe west side of the Mataura River from its
sources to the Eyre Creek, being the watershed of the Eyre Mountains ; but it will not give much
facility to mining, as it is situate in the late Province of Southland, and the mouths of the gullies have
been purchased under free selection, provided for in the Southland Land Act, and the proprietors
naturally object to miners running tailings on their land.

I have, Ac,
John Nugent Wood, Warden.

The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington.

No. 22.
Mr. Warden Wood to the Under Secretary for Gold Fields.

Sir,— Warden's Office, Switzers, 21stApril, 1873.
I have the honor to enclose herewith statisticalreturns for the mining'^district placed under

my charge in December last, and situate in the late Province of Southland.
Ripuka, situate on " Tai Wea Wea " Bay and east of the mouth of the Waiau River, was

opened in 1865 or 1866 as beach workings, which have now extended back into the bush, and are
worked by ground sluicing. The place has proved a good field for miners' enterprise, though the
miners have had great difficulties to contend against for want of fall for the tailings, and the difficulty
of bringing in water for sluicing purposes through a dense bush. During the last two months three
water races have been completed,representing about ten heads ofwater ; and a sludge channel to carry
off the tailings being nearly finished, I expect that next spring will make a marked difference in the
quantity of gold obtained. The population is a settled one, there being over 50 women and 90
children, which is a large proportion to the male population. The land is fertile, and crops of all
descriptions do well. The great drawback of the place is the difficulty of getting goods to it, there
being no available road even for pack-horses, ail goods having to be conveyed in open or half-decked
boats from Riverton, when an easterly wind and smooth water admit of the passage being made. I
believe that the miners as a body are doing well; but all the available water is taken up, and there-
fore no great increase can be expected to the population, unless capital is brought into tho field for
the purpose of bringing water from the other side of the ranges. I expect, however, that the east
side of the Longwood Ranges will prove remunerative next season, as a few parties are prospecting
there, and the bush is being opened up by applicants for sites for saw-mills. A few years ago some
very heavy gold was obtained—indeed, the largest nugget I have seen in New Zealand.

I have, &c,
John Nugent Wood, Warden.

The Under Secretary for Gold Fields, Wellington.
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No.
1.

STATEMENT
showing

the
Revenue

of
the
GOLD

FIELDS
collected
in
the

several
Districts,

and
the
GOLD

DUTY
of

the
COLONY

of
NEW
ZEALAND,
for
the

period
from

1st
JANUARY
to
31st

DECEMBER,
1872.

PROVINCE
OF
AUCKLAND.

37

Miners' Rights.
Business Licenses.

Water Races, Sluices,
&c.

Gold
MiningLeases,Rents,

andRoyalties.
Registration.

Fees
and Fines, Wardens' Courts.

SurveyFees.
Memorial Deposits

of Companies.
DepasturingLicenses and

Timber and
other Licenses.

Withdrawal of
Leases.

Miscel- laneous.
Net
Amount Gold

FieldsRevenue.
Total

Received, including
Pub-

licans'
Licenses.

Assessments.

Shortland Coeomandel
...£

8.

d.

3,866
0

0

909
10
0

£

s.
d.

£

s.
d.

148
17
6

38
0

0

£

s.
d.

1,364
1

6

2,983
14
9

£

s.
d.

73
0

6

43
13
6

£
s.
d.

112
1

0

22
12
0

£

s.
d.

39
12
0

5

5

0

£

s.
d.

21
11
6

302
2

6

£

s.
d.

28
10
6

£

s.
d.

126
0

0

12
2

0

£

s.
d.

2

2

0

12
0

0

£

8.

d.

117
7

6

188
5

0

£

«.
d.

5,899
4

0

4,651
4

9

£

s.
d.

34
0

0

...

...

4,775
10
0

34
0

0

138
2

0

186
17
6;
4,347
16
3

116
14
0

134
13
0

44
17
0
323
14
0

28
10
6

14
2

0

305
12
6

10,550
8

9

10,550
8

9

Gold
Duty

recei1
ed
in
the

Province
during
the
Year,
£11,205
6s.
2d.

PROVINCE
OF
NE:

.SON.

Nelson c0llingwo0d ...WEBTrOKT brighton
and Charleston COBDEN AhauraReefton Wangapeka ...Matakitaki...27

0

0

138
0

0

446
0

0

656
0

0

20
0

0

960
0

0

640
0

0
""" -- 25

i'7
6

58
0

0

135
16
3

360
6

6

899
6

0

29
5

0

118
7

0

301
7

6

10
0

39
18
0

52
13
0

28
i'6
0

30
0

0

21
13
0

46
9

6

40
16
6

27
0

0

374
4

3

2,026
18
6

2,648
3

0

206
0

0

1,304
0

0

2,055
0

0

23
0

0

63
0

0

74
0

0

1,165
0

0

2,298
0

0

21
0

0

28
0

0
14
10
0

70
10
0

42
17
6

441
16
0

19
8

9

149
15
0

56
19
3

16
13
0

22
5

0

203
2

6

348
8

0

2
15
0

5

5

0

5
13
0

68
17
8

123
11
0

10
0

0

16
2

6

9
19
0

40
11
6

0
14
6

790
6

6

2,840
17
11

5,083
6

0

104
8

9

112
18
0

25
0

0

I

4,918
0

0

5,206
0

0
211
15
0
,.2,080
0

9

1030
15
0

291
15
8

93
10
0
176
6

6

14,008
2
ll
1

11,008
2
11

Gold
Duty
received
in
the

Province
during
the
Year,
£10,035
3s.
3d.

PROVINCE
OF
MARLBi

(ROUGH.

Blenheim Havelock Waieau

10
0

90
0

0

20
0

0

12
6

0

...35
3

2

14
io
0
1

13
ie
0

0
17
6
j

24
10
0

...... 20
0

0*

3
ii
6

0

2

6

36
3

2

133
17
6

73
12
6

36
3

2

153
17
6

73
12
6

28
2

6

111
0

0
i

12
0

0

35
3

2
I

15
7

6

38
6

0

I

3
14
0

...

......20
0

0*

28
2

6

243
13
2

263
13
2

Gold
Duty
received
in
the

Province
during
the
Year,
£257
3s.
8d.

Note.
—The
items

marked
thus*

represent
fees
on

Publicans'
Licenses,

and
are
excluded

from
last

column
but

one,
and

included
in
the

Total
column.
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No.
1—
continued.

STATEMENT
showing
the

Eevenue
of
the
Gold

Fields
collected
in
tho

several
Districts,

and
the
Gold

Duty
of

the
Colony
of

New
Zealand,
for
the

period
from

1st
January
to
31st

December,
1872.

COUNTY
OF
WESTLAND.

Miners' Rights.
Business Licenses.

Water Races, Sluices,
&c.

Gold
MiningLeases,Rents,

andRoyalties.
iegistration.

Fees and
Fines, Wardens' Courts.

SurvoyFees.
Memorial Deposits

of Companies.
DepasturingLicenses and

Timber and
other Licenses.

Withdrawal of
Leases.

Miscel- laneous.
Net
Amount Gold

FieldsRevenue.
Total

Received, including
Pub-

licans'
Licenses.

Assessments.

HokitikaKanieri Greymouth
...
Ross Stafford Okarito Pounamu

£

s.
d.

71
0

0

377
0

0

797
0

0

558
0

0

987
0

0

169
0

0

244
0

0

£

s.
d.

20
0

0

226
0

0

433
0

0

608
0

0

204
0

0

112
0

0

229
0

0

£

s.
d.

27
5

0

101
5

0

57
15
0|

113
15
0

£

e.
d.

51
5

0

3
16
0

73
17
0

200
13
1

30
0

0

42
10
0

52
5

0

£

s.
d.

23
4

0

63
18
0

20
17
6

43
7

6

10
6

0

12
7

6

£

s.
d.

25
5

0

47
5

0

79
17
0

54
16
0

8
14
0

19
9

6

£

s.
d.

72
10
6

80
10
0

392
6

6

139
1

6

5

0

0

55
6

0

£

s.
d. ...I ...£

s.
d.

I

-i ...""
£

s.
d.

420
0

0*

1,280
5

0*

1,270
0

0*

1,097
10
0*

390
0

0*

392
10
0*

i

£

s.
d.

£

s.
d.

0

3

0

2
14
0

10
16
0

28
3

6

6
18
0

5

2

0

1
12
6

£

s.
d.

142
8

0

757
14
6

1,607
11
0

1,955
12
7

1,578
18
0

352
12
0

630
15
6

£

b.

d.

1,177
14
6

2,887
16
0

3,225
12
7

2,676
8

0

742
12
0

1,023
5

6

11,875
16
7

...
10
0

0

...

16
is
0

...
...

......

3,203
0

0

1,832
0

0
316
15
0

454
6

1

174
0

6

10
0

0

55
9

0

7,025
11
7

235
6

6

744
14
6

4,850
0

0

Gold
Duty
received
in
tho
Coi

>unty
during
tl
ie

Year,
£12,595

12s.
lid.

PROVIINCE
OF
OT,

lGO.

Dttnedin Naseby Black's
and
St.

Bathan's Manuherikia... Clyde Mount
Benoer Cromwell Queenstown

...
Arrowtown

...
Lawrence Switzers Orepuki

143
0

0

1,000
0

0

342
0

0

13
0

0

388
0

0

203
0

0

0
10
0

57
12
6

12
2

6

5

0

0

599
14
9

299
11
7

0

7

6

96
7

6

30
10
0

6i
ii
6

16
9

0

5

6

0

...
...

0
14
0

6

16
0
10
0

162
11
6

2,209
7

9

909
3

1

...

168
0

0

152
0

0

233
0

0

694
0

0

593
0

0

753
0

0

1,443
0

0

676
0

0

180
0

0

57
0

0

31
0

0

99
0

0

279
0

0

50
0

0

158
0

0

278
0

0

202
0

0

29
0

0

4

5

0

0
12
6

12
2

6

30
15
0

18
15
0

17
7

6

34
5

0

20
7

6

7

7

6

142
8
11

236
19
10

833
19
9

370
5

7

2,361
0

3

924
5

1

2,171
9

3

146
9
11

7
12
6

22
2

6

17
15
0

20
0

0

47
18
0

43
2

6

82
2

6

68
7

6

45
15
0

13
5

0

4

10
12
3

6

13
18
6

52
14
0

23
15
0

58
9

6

120
18
0

12
13
6

16
16
0

0

5

3

16
2

0

14
12
0

3

9

0

412
14
8

470
1
10

1,212
0

9

1,480
8

1

4,407
15
1

2,692
13
4

5,240
16
4

1,152
2

5

284
11
0

2
"6
0

43
16
0

1,296
5

4

682
12
9

1,040
17
9

46
11
6

29
18
6

14
"6
0

5
15
6

21
17
0

14
16
0

26
2
10

2

5

0

0
11
6

j

8,098
17
5

3,112
13
1

96
14
4

20,634
5
10

;

20,634
5
10

6,377
0

0

1,787
0

0
216
2

6

487
13
0

393
9

6

50
16
0

...

14
0

0

Gold
Duty
received
in
the

Province
during
the
Year,
£19,709
8s.
7d.

NOTE.
—The
items

marked
thus*

represent
fees

on
Publican's
Licenses,

and
areexcluded

from
last

column
but

one,and
included
in
the
Total
column.

C.
T.

Batkin,
Eeceiver-General.
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No,
2.

STATEMENT
showing

the
REVENUE

of
the
GOLD

FIELDS
collected
in
the

several
Districts,

and
the
GOLD

DUTY
of
the

COLONY
of

NEW
ZEALAND,
for
the

period
from

1st
JANUARY

to
31st
MARCH,

1873.

PROVINCE
OF
AUCKLAND.

39

Miners' Rights.
Business Licenses.

Water Races, Sluices,
&c.

Gold
MiningLeases, Rents,

andRoyalties.
Registration.'

Fees and
Fines, Wardens' Courts.
SurveyFees.

Memorial Deposits
of Companies.

DepasturingLicenses and Assessments.
Timber and

otherLicenses.
Withdrawal of

Leases.
Miscel- laneous.

Net
Amount Gold

FieldsRevenue.
Total

Received, including
Pub-

licans'
Licenses.

£

s.
d.

£
s.
d.

£

s.
d.

4
15
0

£
s.
d.

35
0

0

4

4

0

£

s.
d.

Shortland Coromandel
...£

s.
d.

1,092
0

0

113
0

0

15
0

0

£

s.
d.

16
0

0

10
0

0

£

s.
d.

257
12
2

251
6

4

£

s.
d.

25
2

0

3
17
6

£

s.
d.

7
16
0

3

0

0

£

s.
d.

...

£

b.

d.

48
0

0

44
10
0

£

s.
d.

1,461
5

2

444
17
10

£

s.
d

1,486
5

2

444
17
10

......

1,205
0

0

15
0

0

,

1

28
19
6
i

26
0

0

508
18
6

10
16
0

4
15
0

39
4

0

92
10
0

1,906
3

0

1,931
3

0

Gold
Duty
received
in
the

Province
during
the
Quarter,
£4,664
Os.
5d.

PROVINCE
OF
NELSON.

Nelson Collingwood ...Westport Brighton
andCharleston Cobden AhauraReefton Wangapeka

...33
0

0

95
0

0

146
0

0

45
0

0

277
0

0

157
0

0

3

0

0

...
15

"6
0

97
0

0

16
0

0

237
0

0

140
0
0

...
7

"7
6

16
15
0

3
17
6

18
7

6

5
15
0

26
4

0

109
12
6

234
14
0

6
17
6

19
5

0

58
7

6

4
10
0

55
15
0

27
12
6

0

2

6

17
0

6

4

0

5

4

0

16
0

4
17
0

7
11
0

... 13
0

12
5

0

0
10
0

68
11
6

264
14
0

558
10
6

75
5

3

129
8

9

22
17
6

15
"6
0

0
16
6

14
6

2

2

0

71
10
0

669
9

3

484
9

3

26
0

0

505
0

0

52
2

6

598
2

0

15
0

0
I

756
0

0

172
10
0

26
9

0

18
1

0

2,143
4

6

2,143
4

6

Gold
Duty
received
in
the

Province
during
the

Quarter,
£3,512
Os.
4d.

PROVINCE
OF
MARLBOROUGH.

Blenheim Havelock
'.'.'.

19
0

0

'.'.'.

0

2

6

19
0

0

...0

2

6

52
13
10

2

0

0

...

10
0

0*

16
17
6

0
15
0

52
13
10

38
15
0

52
13
10

48
15
0

2

0

0

52
13
10

...

10
0

0*

16
17
6

0
15
0

91
8
10

101
8
10

Gold
Duty
receh

Note.
—The
items

marked
thus*

represent
fees

on
Publici

ed
in
the
Pri

m's
Licenses,

>vince
during
the

Quarter,
£77
16s.
Id.

and
areexcluded

from
last

column
but

one,and
included
iu
thi
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No.
2—
continued.

STATEMENT
showing
the

Revenue
of

the
Gold

Fields
collected
in
the

several
Districts,

and
the
Gold

Duty
of
the

Colony
of

New
Zealand,
for
the

period
froi

1st
January
to
31st

December,
1872.

COUNTY
OF
WESTLAND.

Miners' Rights.
Business Licensee.

Water Races, Sluices,
&c.

Gold
MiningLeases,Rents,

andRoyalties.

Fees
and Fines, Wardens' Courte.

SurveyFees.
Memorial Deposits of Companies.

DepasturingLicenses and Assesnutents.
Timber and

otherLicensos.
Withdrawal of

Leases.
Miscel- laneous.

Net
Amount Gold

FieldsRevenue.
Total

Received, including
Pub-

licans'
Licenses.

[Registration.

'

■

£

b.

d.

39
0

0

180
0

0

173
0

0

178
0

0

199
0

0

46
0

0

54
0

0

£

s.
d.

£
s.
d.

I

£

b.

d.
|

£

s.
d.

£

s.
d.

£

B.

d.
|

£

8.
d.

hokitikaKanieri Greymouth ...Ross Stafford Okarito Pounamu

60
0

0

131
0

0

130
0

0

19
0

0

44
0

0

63
0

0

13
0

0

19
15
0

15
0

0

31
5

0

£

8.

d.

1
10
6

10
0

22
16
0

54
16
3

5

0

0

12
10
0

25
0

0

£

b.

d.

14
14
0

13
14
0

4
11
0

13
8

6

3
13
0

2

9

0

£

b.

d.

12
2

0

7
18
0

17
9

0

10
14
0

16
0

9

3

0

48
6

0

17
2

6

j

6
10
0

...
92
10
0*

475
0

0»

70
0

0»

162
10
0*

200
0

0*

70
0

0*
12
0

0
j

£

s.
d.

0

5

0

0
12
0

0

8

0

25
9

6

0
10
0

0

4

0

0

6

0

£

s.
d.

40
15
6

329
14
0

368
11
0

454
8

3

285
7

6

107
13
0

160
18
0

£

b.

d.

40
15
6

422
4

0

813
11
0

524
8

3

447
17
6

307
13
0

230
18
0

...

4
"b
0

3

0

0

...

...

869
0

0

447
0

0
j

83
0

0

122
12
9

52
9

6

|

58
12
0

I

74
18
6
Ii

1,070
0

0*
12
0

0

27
14
6
I

...

1,747
7

3

2,817
7

3

Gold
Duty
received
in
the

County
during
tho

Quarter,
£3,618

13s.
8d.

PROVINCE
OF

OTAGO.

Dunedin Naseby Black's
and
St.

Bathan's Manuherikia... Clyde Mount
Benger. Cromwell Queenstown ...Arrowtown ...Lawrence Switzee's Orepuki

9

0

0

178
0

0

124
0

0

0

2

6

11
2

6

2

7

6

62
10
0

158
1

3

122
17
1

0

2

6

19
10
0

9
17
6

9

9

6

7
15
0

...5

0

0

o
is
o

o
11
o

7«
15
0

423
1

3

320
8

1

46
0

0

53
0

0

...

...

...

...

30
0

0

30
0

0

73
0

0

138
0

0

139
0

0

228
0

0

208
0

0

118
0

0

43
0

0

3

0

0

10
0

0

13
0

0

70
0

0

16
0

0

50
0

0

65
0

0

67
0

0

5

0

0

0
10
0

0

7

6

2
17
0

5

5

0

2

5

0

3

0

0

52
8

4

2

2

6

1
15
0

7

8

9

95
18
4

293
5

3

139
6

3

517
1

3

245
19
4

765
2

8

68
3

9

9

3

9

3

0

0

3

2

6

11
10
0

8

0

0

21
5

0

11
17
6

9
12
6

4
15
0

15
0

0
11
0

2

8

6

12
18
0

6

2

0

8

2

0

14
18
0

3

4

0

1
14
0

4
ii
o

0
13
0

33
8

1

43
15
7

78
19
8

22
0

0

0

3

0

16
0

0
11
0

0
17
0

0
14
0

8

4

0

0

3

0

0

10
61
10
6

145
13
10

388
6

9

377
10
3

764
13
4

600
15
11

1,204
10
2

268
5

9

66
5

0

1,318
0

0

398
0

0

84
3

4

68
7

0

181
7

4

5

0

0

22
0

0

13
8

0
I

2,475
13
11
111
16
3

...

...

4,677
15
10

4,677
15
10

Gold
Duty
recoived
in
the

Province
during
tho

Quarter,
£8,753
4s.
Id.

Note.
—The
items

marked
thus*

represent
fees

on
Publicans'
Licenses,

and
areexcluded

from
last

column
but
one,
and

included
in
the
Total
column.

C.
T.

Batkin,
Receiver-

General.
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No.
3.

COMPARATIVE
RETURN

of
REVENUE

derived
from
the
GOLD

FIELDS
in
the

several
PROVINCES OF

NEW
ZEALAND
during
the

YEARS
1871

and
1872,
showing

INCREASE
or

DECREASE
under
each

head
of

Revenue.

{=;

Auckland.

Nelson.

Marlborough.

Westland.

Otago.

Heads
op

Revenue.

■■ E ft

CD E Pi

c3 E a

03 E

oi ft

1871.
1872.

*da, cd cj l-H

1871.
1872.

co CDE a

1871.
1872.

B H

1871.
1872.

CO CDECD c-l

1871.
1872.

■03 H l-H
I

I

I

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

Miners'
Rights

5,164
4,775

389

4,240
4,918
678

187
111

76

3,023
3,203
180

6,905
6,377

528

Business
Licenses

88

34

54

3,895
5,206

1,311

13

12

1

2,532
1,832

700
1,829
1,787

42

Water
Races,

Sluices,
&c.

197

187

10

255
212

43

160

317
157

173
216

43

Gold
Mining

Leases,
Rents,

and
Royalties

..,
2,020
4,348
2,328

1,996
2,080
84

35

35

426

454

28

7,290
8,099
809

Registration

360

117

243

746
1,031

285

23

15

8

287

174

113

500
488

12

Fees
and

Fines,
Wardens'
Courts

...
327

135

192

303
292

11

4

38

34

275

235

40

421
393

28

Survey
Fees

483

45

438

392

745
353

265

51

214

Memorial
Deposits
of

Companies
...

502

324

178

5

5

Depasturing
Licenses

and
Assessments
6

29

23

2,037
3,113

1,076

Timber
and
other

Licenses

91

138

47

20

20

Withdrawals
of

Leases
...

14

14

152
93

59

28

28

10

10

14

4

Miscellaneous
...

175

306

131

156
176

20

3

4

1

48

55

7

60

97

37

Gold
Duty

36,261
11,205

25,056
13,748
10,035

3,713
233
257

24
:

16,556
12,591

3,965
19,368
19,709

341

Totals

Net 24,017

'■

Net
j

1,453
:

Net
|

37
1

I

I

IiI

Net 4,083

Net 1,486

45,674
21,657

25,496
24,043

483
520

23,699
19,616

38,858
40,344

C.
T.
Batkin,

Keceiver-
General.
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No. 4.

COMPARATIVE RETURN of the Total Amounts of Gold Fields Revenue (exclusive of Gold
Duty) collected iv the several Districts during the Tears 1871 and 1872, showing the Increase
or Decrease in respect of eachDistrict.

No. 5.
RETURN of the QUANTITY of GOLD EXPORTED from NEW ZEALAND during the YEAR ended

31st DECEMBER, 1872.

Province. District. IS' '1. .ncrease. 'ecrease.

£
8,137
1,276

£
5,899
4,651

27
374

7,110
2,648

790
2,841

104
113
36
74

134
142
758

1,608
1,956
1,579

353
631
163

2,209
909
413
470

1,212
1,480
4,408
2,693
5,241
1,152

285

£ £
2,238Auckland

Nelson

Shortland
Coromandel
Nelson
Collingwood
Westport andReefton
Brighton and Charleston
Cobden ...
Ahaura ...
Wangapeka
Matakitaki
Blenheim
Wairau ...
Havelock
Hokitika...
Kanieri ...
Greymouth
Ross
Stafford
Okarito ...
Pounamu
Dunedin ...
Naseby ...
Black's and St. Bathan's
Manuherikia
Clyde
Mount Benger ...
Cromwell
Queenstown
Arrowtown
Lawrence
Switzers
Orepuki ...

3,375
27

558
3,254
3,182

803
3,245

370
336

184
3,856

534
13

404
266
223

Marlborough 36
35

Westland

Otago

39
211
172
844

1,971
1,682
1,449

391
634

82
1,875
1,055

379
734
979

1,437
3,898
2,355
5,444

994
158

274
130

81
334

77
30
86

363

38
3

34
146

233
43

515
338

"264

158
127

"203

Totals 47,939 52,463 9,596

Deduct Decreases ... 5,072

Net Increases 4,524

C. T. Batkin, Beceiver-General.

Duri: "G the 'ear e: ided 31s' Deceji: IEE, 1872.

Port of
Extort. '

Produce of
the

Gold Fields
in THE

Province op

To
United

States of
America.

Totals.
To

Great
Britain.

To
New South

Wales.
To

Victoria.I To
China.

To
Other
Places. Quantity. Value.

Oz.
18,398

Oz.
61,024

Oz.
23,496

Oz. Oz.
1,972

Oz. Oz.
104,890

£
369,341Auckland Auckland

Picton Marlborough ... 1,682
326 "49

1,682
375

6,728
1,500

2,057 8,228

Nelson
Westport
Greymouth

Nelson
4,629
4,650

5,875 2,300
28,913
30,315

"8
4,974

8,175
33,550
39,939

32,700
134,200
159,756

81,664 326,656

Greymouth
Hokitika
Okarito
Lyttelton

Westland 3,348
3,140

24,930
64,592
2,880

40

28,278
67,732

2,880
195

113,112
270,928

11,520
780"l55

99,085 396,340

Dunedin
Jjlnvercargill

Otago 94,316 48,180
4,409

5,759 5,002 8 153,265
4,409

613,060
17,636

157,674 630,696

Total 128,636 73,881 230,104 5,759 6,974 16 445,370 1,731,261

J. Hi :kwort]
Inspeci(for th< Seen itary ani ;or of Cus' ;oms).
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No. 6.

COMPARATIVE RETURN of the QUANTITY and VALUE of GOLD EXPORTED from the several PROVINCES
of NEW ZEALAND for the QUARTERS ended 31st MARCH, 1873, and 31st MARCH, 1872.

No. 7.
RETURN of the QUANTITY and VALUE of GOLD EXPORTED from NEW ZEALAND,

from 1ST APRIL, 1857, to 31st MARCH, 1873.

No. 8.
TABLE showing the QUANTITY of SILVER EXPORTED during the YEARS 1870, 1871, 1872,

and the MARCH QUARTER, 1873.

43

QUARTER ENDED llST ARCH, 18!'3. (UARTER ENDED .ST ARCH,

Provinces.
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value.

Auckland
Marlborough
Nelson
Westland
Otago

Oz.
53,678

778
32,204
32,409
75,353

£
169,087

3,112
128,816
129,636
301,412

Oz.
32,587

955
27,908
34,484
59,063

£
118,382

3,820
111,632
137,932
236,252

Totals 194,422 732.0G3 154,997 608,022

J. Hackworth,
ary and Inspector of Customs).(for the Secret;

Due: g h: Quae::er en: IED 31i>t Marc: :, 1873. Exrc
PREVIOTJ:
31ST 1)E

18'

1RTED
3 TO THE
MEMBER,
72.

Total I
i'rom Net

to
31st J

IS

iXrORTED
f Zealand
THE
[A«cn,
73.

Port op
Export.

Produce
op the

Gold Fields
in THE

Province op

d'3
n
1

<D
O
o
B
Oz.
8,216

EQID
'a?

"3o
CQ
||bh
o

Oz.
13,523

"Eo
o

f*
o
B
Oz.

31,939

«3

O
o

Oz.

■o
ois
fa6

o
o

H

Oz.

3
Of

Oz.
53,678

To-?als.

§
C

CD0
'a

o

£
169,087

C."

Auckland... Auckland ... Oz.
734,239!

£
2,563,287

Oz.
787,917

£
2,732,374

Wellington
Picton
Nelson

Wellington
Marlborough
Ditto 367

411 ill
367

1,644
1,468

30
40,606

120
157,226

30
41,384

120
160,338

Nelson
Westport...
Greymouth

Nelson
Ditto
Ditto

2,983

3,087

2,954
13,765
9,415

5,937
13,765
12,502
32,204

778
23,748
55,060
50,008

3,112

1 1,208,168 4,784,996 1,240,372 4,913,812i

Westland ...
Ditto
Ditto

128,816

Greymouth
Hokitika ...
Okarito ... 6,945

3,166 5,964
15,502

823
9

9,130
22,456

823

36,620
89,824
3,292

1 1,708,450: 6,740,175 1,740,859 6,869,811

32,409 129,636

Dunedin ...
Invercargill

Otago
Ditto | 3,026,755 1,183,845 3,102,108 12,139,86855,781 15,042

1,677
2,846 7 73,676

1,677
294,704

0,708

75,353 301,412

70,942 23,120 97,49: 2,846 10 194,422 732,063 6,718,248] 26,084,260 6,912,670 26,816,323Totals

J. ■CKWORTIl
d Inspeci*or the Secretar ;or of Cus ;oms).

DUE] a the Year
1870.

Duri: :g the Year
1871.

Duri: :g the Year
1872.

DURINI
Qua

THE 1
ITER 11

Iarch
!73.

Total H
to 31

March,

.xport

LST, 1873.
Produce

op the
Gold Fields

in the

Port op
Export.

d
'3

c3EE<5

d
'3

°'£
■CD
E
ft

Oz.
80,272

_d'3

■■

Oz.
37,064

d
'3

°'&Eh M
I
CDE

eesaa
3
3

a1
3c

Oz.
80,273

a
A
C1
3

Oz.
37,064

CD

>

a03
3
C 2 3 a

Province of
Auckland.

Oz.
37,123

Oz.
37,123

£
11,380

£
23,145

£
9,900

Oz.
14,057

Oz.
14,057

£
4,000

Oz.
168,516

£
48,4251Auckland...

William Se: :d, Secretar and Ins lector.
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No.
9.

TABLE
showing

the
AVERAGE

RATE
of

WAGES
per

WEEK
for
theYEAR

ending
31st

MARCH,
1873.

Btoel B PI

■ § CD

■a P ii

do

Mining
District.

CO '5.

CD CD9 '3d

CO o m

aen I

CD CD. ■

"
COci-tyS

ECD 3 O

ID CD 5

R
CD

cq

ID n

Auckland—GrahamstownCoromandel

£

s.
d.

500
6

0

per
annum.

£

s.
d.

1

0

0

£

a.
d.

13
10
to
£6

£

s.
d.

3

6

0

4

0

0

£

s.
d.

2
10
0

3

0

0

£

s.
d.

2
10
0

2
10
0

£
s.

d.

2
14
0

£

s.
d.

2
16
0

2
14
0

£
s.
d.

2

0

0

2

0

0

£

8.

d.

1
16
0

2

0

0

£

s.
d.

£

8.

d.

£
s.
d.

£
s.
d.

0
12
0

Marlborough

3

0

0

Nelson—Collingwood Westport Beef
ton

...
Ahuura

6

6

0

2
10
0

£4
to
£6

5

0

0

5

0

0

5

0

0

5
"6
0

5

0

0

4

0

0

4

0

0

4
"6
0

3

0

0

3

0

0

4
10
0

5

0

0

5

0

0

3

0

0

4
10
0

5

0

0

6

0

0

2
10
0

2

8

0

4

0

0

3
10
0

4

0

0

3

0

0

3
10
0

3

0

0

1
10
0

2
10
0

3

0

0

1
15
0

1
10
0

0
15
0

1
15
0

10
0

Westland—Greymouth Waimea
...
Kanieri ...Totara ...Okarito

...
4

6

0

6

0

0

2
"6
0

2

0

0

5

0

0

4

6

0

5

0

0

5

0

0

3
10
0

5

0

0

4

0

0

4

0

0

4

0

0

4
10
0

4
16
0

3

4

0

4

0

0

4

0

0

4
10
0

4

0

0

3

0

0

3

0

0

3

0

0

3
10
0

3
10
0

3

0

0

3

0

0

3

0

0

2
10
0

1
10
0

1
10
0

1
10
0

1
10
0

10
0

2

0

0

10
0

10
0

3

0

0

3

0

0

1
10
0

2

0

0

1
10
0

10
0

10
0

1
10
0

7
"6
0

3

6

0

Otago—Dunedin ...Lawrence Mount
Ida

Black's
...

Dunstan ...Teviot
...

Arrow Queenstown Switzers
...

Orepuke
...

5

0

0

4
10
0

5

0

0

10
0

2

0

0

5

percent.
i

6

o

5

0

0

4
10
0

3
10
0

4

0

0

4

0

0

3

6

0

4
10
0

3

0

0

3

0

0

3

0

0

2
10
0

3
12
0

3

0

0

3

0

0

2
10
0

3
10
0

3

6

0

3

0

0

2
10
0

3

0

0

4

0

0

3

6

0

3

0

0

2
10
0

3
12
0

4

0

0

3
10
0

3

0

0

2
10
0

2
10
0

3

0

0

3

0

0

3

0

0

3

0

0

3

0

0

2
10
0

2

6

0

2

8

0

2

5

0

2
10
0

3

0

0

2

8

0

2

2

0

15
0

2

0

0

2

0

0

1
10
0

1
10
0

0
10
0

12
0

12
0

10
0

1
10
0

10
0

10
0

10
0

1
10
0

1
10
0

1
10
0

2

0

0

3
10
0

10
0

2

2

0

10
0

10
0

2
10
0

2

8

0

2

0

0

15
0

2

0

0

2

0

0

1
15
0

0
15
0

0
13
0

0
16
0

0
13
0

0
15
0

0
15
0

10
0

10
0

10
0

7

6

0

6

0

0

4
10
0

3

0

0

2
10
0

2
10
0

4
10
0

3

0

0

2
10
6

2
10
0

2

6

0

6
"6
0

3

6

0

3

0

0

2
10
0

1
i.6
0

1
10
0

...

...
......
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No. 10.
PRICE of GOLD per Ounce in the several MINING DISTRICTS during the YEAR ending

31st MARCH, 1872.

Mining District. From To

.uckland—Grahamstown
Coromandel

Iarlboeough—
lELSON—

Collingwood
Westport ...
Inangahua
Ahaura

Pestland—
Greymouth
Waimea ...
Kanieri
Totara
Okarito

"TAGO—
Dunedin ...
Tuapeka ...
Mount Ida
Black's
Dunstan ...
Teviot
Queenstown
Arrow
Orepuka ...
Switzers ...

£ s. d.
2 14 6
2 11 0
3 13 6

£ b. d.
3 1 0

3 13 0
3 15 6
3 17 0
3 17 6

3 19 0

3 15 6
3 17 0
3 17 0
3 17 6
3 14 6

3 17 6

3 15 0
3 15 6
3 15 0
3 15 0
3 16 0
3 16 0
3 16 0
3 16 0
3 16 6
3 13 0

3 16 0
3 16 0

"■I

3 15 6

i
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No.
11.

RETURN
showing

the
AVERAGE

PRICES
of

PROVISIONS,
&c.,
for

theYEAR

ending
31st
MARCH,

1873.

H n

3

as
53
g

"H -U
EH pq

mH

H oO

PS

1

s

m

o H ■A

ni oPh

In

o

DO

'Jn

o Q o

H

Mining
Districts.

CD

d Si fH CnPh

P-

HO CD

.dCD

no

uCDPh

en no 5 CDPh

C3 CD —»
ca

l-H
3

CDPh

no CD

CD Ph

*HCD

U

no o Ph

no "CDPh

no Ph

u Ph

u Pn

o CDPh

£

a.
d.

5

0

0

3

0

0

£
s.

d.

d.

s.
d.
s.
d.
s.
d.
s.
d.

£
8.

d.
s.
d.

d.

d.

d.

d.

d.

d.

d.

s.
d.
8.

d.

£
b.

d.

Auckland— Grahamstown...Coromandel

1

2

0

1
16
0

"ii24
1313
0
10

1

0

0
"9

0

8

i"'e 1

6

0
17
0

10
0

6

3

7

6

"5 7

"446

"8410

"e 8

44

"14 14

5 6

2"6 3

0

4

0

5

0

0
15
0

1
16
0

Marlborough—Pelorus

1
10
0

1

6

1

6

1

0

2

0

10
0

6

44

12

6

4

8

3

6

7

0

10
0

Nelson—Collingwood Westport Inangahua Ahaura

5

5

0

7

0

0

9

0

0

3

5

0

110 12
6

15
0

13
0

3 3 44 44
1

4
1

3

2

6
2

6

1

4

1

3

2

0

1

6

0
10

1

0

1

3

1

0

1
10

2

0

2

0

2

0

0
18
0

10
0

2

0

0

14
0

7

0

6 8 8 8

6 8 8 8

6 8 10 12

6 9 18 14

5 6 67

143 4 4

646 8 8

3

6

4

0

3

6

3

6

6

0

6

0

6

0

6

0

10
0

0
18
0

10
0

0
15
0

10
0

Westland—Greymouth Waimea Totara OkaritoKanieri

6

0

0

6

0

0

5

0

0

7

0

0

5

8

0

13
0

13
0

12
6

15
0

12
0

3 3 4 44 3

1

0
1

6

2

0
2

0

1

6

1

0

1

0

1

3

1

6

1

3

1

0

0

8

1

0

1

3

0

9

1

6

1

6

1

9

2

0

1

9

18
0

10
0

12
6

16
0

10
0

8

0

7

0

8

0

7 5 65 64

75 5 5 5

12 89

86 8 12 6

6 6 5

3 3 4

6 6 78 64
3

6
3

0
3

6

3

6
3

0

7

0

8

0

6

0

7

0

5

6

0
17
0

0
18
0

0
15
0

0
18
0

0
16
0

6
"0

8

6

2

Otago—Dunedin Tuapeka Mount
Ida

Black's Dunstan TeviotQueenstown Arrow Switzers Orepuka

10
0

0

8
10
0

6

0

0

9

0

0

6
10
0

8
10
0

7

0

0

0
10
0

8

0

0

15
0

14
0

14
0

15
0

14
0

15
0

16
0

15
0

4 9 3 3 3 24 247 34
1

4
1

3

1

3

2

0

2

0
1
10

1

9

1

9

1

6

1

6

1

6

1

0

1

0

1

6

1

6

1

3

1

3

1

2

1

3

1

3

1

3

1

0
0

9

1

0

1

6

0

9

1

0

1

0

0
10

0
10

1

9

1

6

1

6

1

9

1

9

1

9

1
10

2

0

2

0

2

0

2

0

0

0
13
6

0
12
6

10
0

10
0

10
0

0
13
0

0
14
0

12
0

10
0

4

9

4

6

6

0

7

0

5

6

4

6

5

0

5

0

4 6 74474 8 4 46

3 4 5 446 345 44 5

8 8 74 74 126 8 86 6

6 4 8 6 94 12 6 66 6

6 5 4 4 4 4 65 4 6

2 2 34 4 3 4 3 3 3

7 G 74746 77 6

3

9

3

0

3

3

3

0
3

0

3

6

3

0

3

0

3

0

3

6

6

0

6

0

6

0
6

0

6

0

6

0

6

0

6

0

5

0

6

0

0
16
0

15
0

0
16
0

0
18
0

14
0

0
18
0

1
17
0

1
12
0
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No. 12.
NUMBER of MINERS EMPLOYED during the YEAR ending 31st MARCH, 1873.

No. 13.
MEAN NUMBER of MINERS employed in thE several MINING DISTRICTS for the YEAR ending

31st MARCH, 1873.

Alluvi. Miners. Quartz Miners. Tv?ALS.

Mining District. Grand
Totals.

European. Chinese. European. Chinese. Europeans. Chinese.

Auckland ...
Marlborough
Nelson
Westland ...
Otago

105
4,326
3,841
5,662

13,934

3,100

553

3,100
105

4,867
3,841
6,160

12
372

3,878

3,100
105

4,879
4,213

10,038
372

3,878 "498
Totals 4,250 22,3354,151 18,073 4,262

Alluvia: Miners. Quartz Miners. Totals.
Wardens' Districts arranged

according to Provinces.
Grand
Total.

Europeans. Chinese. Europeans. Chinese. Europeans.I Chinese.

Auckland—
Grahamstown
Coromandel...

2,200
900

2,200
900

2,200
900

Totals ... 3,100 3,100 3,100
Marlborough 105 105 105

Totals ... 105 105 105

Nelson—
Wangapeka
Collingwood
Brighton ...
Charleston ...
Inangahua ...
Buller
Ahaura

200
181
110
500
535
600

2,200

4,326

46
200
227
110
500

1,032
610

2,200

200
227
110
500

1,032
610

2,200

497
10

Totals ... 553 4,879 4,879

Westland—Greymouth...
Waimea
Kanieri
Totara
Okarito

1,073
1.18S

600
750
230

6
266
20
80

1,073
1,188

600
750
230

266
20
80

1,079
1,454

620
830
230

Totals ... 3,841 372 3,841 372 4,213

Otago—
Dunedin
Tuapeka
Mount Ida...
Black's
Teviot
Dunstan
Queenstown
Arrow
Orepuki ... ... ...
Switzers

60
1,025
1,030

357
552
950
701
500
130
357

6
600
300
273
217
600
700
650

2
530

3
115
100

220
60

■ 63
1,140
1,130
357
552

1,170
761
500
130
357

6
600
300
273
217
600
700
650

2
530

69
1,740
1,430

630
769

1,770
1,461
1,150

132
887

Totals ... 3,878 10,0385,662 3,878 498 6,160
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No.
14. SUMMARY.

NUMBER
of

MACHINES
employed

in
ALLUVIAL

and
QUARTZ
MINING
for
theYEAR

ending
MARCH,

1873.

Machinery
employed
in

Alluvial
Mining.

Machinery
employed
in

Quartz
Mining.

Mining
District.

Steam
Engines

employed
Winding,

Pumping,
&c.

CO 1 M-H

CD Ph o CBa,3P

o
o

co
CD

CD
CJ

02

u

CDCD 1

■OS cs,
O

CO a
a

d

CD
O a,

R
13 -s

a

I

Steam
Engines

employed
Winding,

Crushing,
&e.

CDCD 3 g sE

to 02

P CD 15

co Ph o a 3p

Approximate Value
of
all

Mining Plant included
in

this
beturn.

No.

Aggregate Horse-

a3P

Ph

n

IT* a p

1o

No.

Aggregate Horse-

CDa P

CD o O

E -

power.

power.

56

i

£ 211,325

Auckland

73

1,654
11

881

Marlborough

320

5

1

14

1,100

Nelson

3

30

7

2

5,395
51

286

250

2

40
14

135
12

1

87,500

Westland

7

247

35
22

8,642
48

517

87

11

15

3

105,189

Otago

2

12

iI

5

6

5,467
71

562
279

9

124
1

5

11

122
23

209
13

4

3

2

106,770

12

289

8

42

19,824
175
1,366

380

9

124
12

270

1,225
81

5

3

28

86

1,816

511,884
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No.
16.

TABLE
showing
approximately

the
NUNBER,

DESCRIPTION,
and

VALUE
of

the
WATER

RACES,
TAIL

RACES,
DAMS,

RESERVOIRS,
GROUNDSLUICES

&c,

for
the

Tear
ending

31st
March,

1873.

Water
Races.

Tail
Races.

Dams.

Reservoirs.
Ground

Sluic
es

MINING
DISTRICTS.

nn

tn to-
BCS'3 Cr.

-&
r'
a

a ft

..*
CO
H
O

H
,-e 21,460 3,000

S3 a

CS a "a
sgoPi H

£
102

OSJO

HH"~>
CO goCMP. H

Cn CIS to

g^ PiP.H

3ft

B a^ goPiP.H

Price
chaeged
foe

Wateb
PER
Sr.UICE-HEAD,perWeek.

Auckland—Grahamstown ...Coromandel Wellington Marlborough Nelson—Wangapeka Collingwood Brighton Westport Charleston Inangahua Ahaura ....Westland—Greymouth WaimeaKanieri Totara Okarito Otago—Dunedin Tuapeka Mount
Ida

Black's TeviotDunstan Queenstown Arrow Switzer's Orepuki

1079

316

239 25

2

2

£
100

1

£ 4,000

£ ...

25

16

45

1,500

21

1,700

2

50

1

70

10 82 60 57 37 53 545

10 71 22 43 15 29 265

35 58 21 10 136 989

2,000 240

18 14 28 22 34 179

"-200 ...64 1 10 7 53 351

15

2 80 39 20 21

"2OO
'"18

1J440
20s.

for
40

inches.
[

£2
to
£8

for
40

inches.

29,772 23,230

'5,928 3,303

1,476 7,040

962

'"27 352

1,160 950

299 414 190 316 37

202 109 41 210 55

387 522 96 250 82

2,068 41,931 18,42433,600 18,000
132 466 176 230 37

7,358 16,7205,280 7,300 2,000
332 625 85 17025

6,778 7,364 2,125 3,400 3,000

272

8,112

651 12050 4

3,174 2,500 1,500300
£3
to
£1
for
40
inches.

£2
for
40
inches.

£3
perweek.

£6
5s.

for
36

inches.
£8
to
£12
for
40

inches.

1

200

15 305 208 80 14170 501 250 87 60

40 1.812815 243 282 260 680 300 138 85

30 585 797 320 299 250 893 350 230 40

2,815 45,000 79,000 53,000 19,85060,0
O 200,000 80,000 19,0007,000

5 473 214 130 104 50 384 200

00 900 20,550 15,5003,940 16,000 184,000 15,000
11 181 117 52 82 22 50 28

210 2,100 11,3500,000 3,740 1,710 5,600 1,500

2

20

13

122
£2
16s.
to
£3
for
40
inches.

£1
15s.

for
16

inches.
£1

for
40
inches.

£2
10s.

for
from
80

tolOOinchei
15s.
to
40s.
for
20
to
80
inches.

10s.
to
40s.
for
40
inches.

£2
5s.

for
40
inches.

£2
14s.

for
50
inches.

8 225

350 3,000

31 15

3,100 1,500

"80

4.^000
"30

"l50

4

...
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No. 17.
RETURN of the NUMBER of MINING LEASES in force on the 31st MARCH, 1873, the EXTENT

of GROUND LEASED.

No. 18.
RETURN of the NUMBER of AGRICULTURAL LEASES in force on the 31st MARCH, 1873, the

EXTENT of GROUND LEASED, and RENTAL per ANNUM.

(For Tables 19 and 20, see following page.)

No. 21.
RETURN of the NUMBER of LICENSES under "Gold Mining Districts Act, 1871."

Mining District. Number. Geoss Aceeage.

Auckland—
Grahamstown ...
Coromandel ,.. 72

17

A. E. P.
432 2 10
189 2 39

Marlborough 5 67 2 30

Nelson—
Wangapeka
Collingwood
Westport
Charleston
Brighton
Inangahua
Ahaura

8
21
20
73
11
24

5

72 2 6
157 1 4
132 0 10
330 0 33

51 0 11
204 0 38

27 0 0

Westland—■

Greymouth
Waimea
Totara
Okarito " ...

11
3

10
1

174 1 19
31 0 0
71 0 21

5 0 0

OllOO-
Tuapeka
Mount Ida
Black's
Dunstan
Queenstown
Arrow
Switzers

36
14
19
6

60
3
1

198 1 11
110 3 28
122 0 0
83 3 4

273 0 35
22 0 0
10 0 0

Mining Disteict. Number. Gkoss Acreage. Rental tee
Annum.

Nelson—
Wangapeka
Collingwood
Westport
Charleston
Brighton
Inangahua and Buller
Ahaura and Cobden

1

18
18
14

Nil.
09

A. E. P.
20 0 0

591 2 32
502 1 27
112 3 21

£ s. d.
2 10 0

74 0 0
63 12 6
14 12 6

2,900" 2 31 361 8 9

Westland—■
Greymouth
Waimea
Kanieri
Okarito

11
12
6
3

174 1 19
37 13 7
29 0 0
65 0 0

35 4 0
11 7 0
5 16 0
7 0 0

Otago—
Tuapeka
Mount Ida
Black's
Teviot
Dunstan
Q.ueenstown
Arrow
Dunedin
Switzers
Orepuki

438
. 9

40
81
63

276
153
17
18
2

18,258 0 36

1,866 0 0
6,003 0 0
4,334 0 28

13,728 2 10
6,384 0 0
2,200 0 0
1,007 0 0

60 0 0

2,297 0 0
428 10 0
233 5 0
750 7 6
541 15 0

1,716 2 6
793 12 6
282 10 0
133 7 6

7 10 0

Mining Disteict. Number. Geoss Acreage. Rental pee Annum.

Auckland—
Grahamstown

A.
499

E.
0

P.
3975 £1,403
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No. 19.
TABLE showing NUMBER of GOLD MINING COMPANIES REGISTERED under "Mining Companies

Limited Liability Act, 1865," and Amending Acts, the Joint Stock Companies Act, and "The
Mining Companies Act, 1872," upon 31st MARCH, 1873.

No. 20.
RETURN of CASES in the WARDEN's COURT, and COSTS AWARDED, for the YEAR ending

31st MARCH, 1873.

Undee "Mining Companies
Limited Liability Act,

1865," and Amending Acts.
Un: ieb Joint itock Act. c

Under "it
impanies Ac

Iinixg
;r, 1872."

Mining District.

No. Nominal
Capital.

Paid-up
Capital. No. Nominal

Capital.
Paid-up
Capital. No. Nominal

Capital.
Paid-tip
Capital.

£
2,258,766

300,690

£
557,625

£
300,153

—
£
2,000

£
.uckland—

Grahamstown ...
Coromandel

100
73

£
2,891,950

616,200
32 1

rARLB0E0UGH 5 43,600 3,469

fELSON
Collingwood
Inangahua
Ahaura
Charleston

3
3

29
1
3

13,700
2 I,' 00

570,780
3,(100
7,400

all.
10,041

286,281
180

6,010 i 8,100 7^110
Westland—

Greymouth
Kanieri
Totara

2
4
4

10,000
10,530
45,000

10,300
8,; 93

42,250

ITAGO—
Dunedin
Tuapeka
Mount Ida
Blacks
Dunstan
Queenstown
Switzer's

1
12
13
9

15
o
1

6,000
40,975
80,220
45,500
89,105
9,000
1,000

3,120
24,002
"li', 755
30,137
42,161
7,500
1,000

1 5^000 200

Numberof
Mining
Disputes

Adjudicated

Aggregate Ami iuntor Value. .li'i
:;v.

Cases whbbbih
igment has decreed
seine Pehfoemance.Amount op

CostsMining District.
awarded.

on. Claimed. Recovered. No. Remarks.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ B. d. oAuckland—
Coromandel
Grahamstown

14
01

580 0 0
219 2 2

11 0 0
128 0 10

75 15 0
163 5 0

2

nSMarlborough 4 35 5 0 13 0 0 9 5 0

Nelson—
Collingwood
Westport ...
Reefton
Ahaura

3
120
102
77

135 0 0
3,973 10 9
1,545 15 10

320 0 0
203 4 0
353 2 11

205 13 0
203 3 O

n3

213
o C... o8,1

Westland—Greymouth
Waimea
Kanieri
Totara
Okarito

73
151
40
71
16

345 0 0
622 9 6

33 0 0
327 , 0 0
300 0 0

155 0 0
124 7 0

6 10
158 8 6
112 0 0

70 2 6
57 9 0
24 15 0
71 0 0
20 3 0

9 I'io a
"5 a

o

i'e
6

Otago—
Dunedin
Tuapeka
Mount Ida...
Blacks
Mount Bcnger
Dunstan
Arrow
Switzer's ...

24
49
33
3

81
42
14

182 2 0
1,031 11 2

212 7 4
41 0 0

1,076 18 10
380 1 0
101 0 0

55 5 0
295 5 4
105 12 8

0 10
19111 8
23 1 0
29 0 0

28 9 0
94 5 0
]3 9 0
2 12 0

59 13 0
38 1 0

5 10

"5
22
16
0
tl

u
S
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£

No.
22.

WATER
RACES.

RETURN
showing

EXPENDITURE
and

LIABILITIES
for
SURVEY,

CONSTRUCTION
of
and

SUBSIDIES
for
WATER

RACES
on

GOLD
FIELDS,
to

30th
JUNE,
1873.

53

Distance.

Liabilities.

Expenditure.

o

Locality
and

Name
op

Company.

Survey
and

Construction.

Engineer's Estimate
to Complete.

ANDLiabilities.Total

Subsidies.
Total.

Material Ordered.

Subsidies.
Totals.

1870-71.
1871-72.

1872-73.

b o §C: i c 'I

Auckland
:—

Thames... Westland
:— Hohonui Hibernian New

River Waimea Totara
...

11 4 4 4 16

70 65 36 52 3

£

s.
d.

180
0

0

229
0

0

£

s.
d.

714
9

1

811
4

8

£

s.
d.

165
19
9

195
5

6

£

s.
d.

1,533
6

1

1,426
14
3

1,892
16
6

484
10
0

£

s.
d.

1,060
8
10

1,533
6

1

1,426
14
3

1,892
16
6

1,235
10
2

484
10
0'£.

s.
d.

22,428
0

0

22,500"
0

0

£

s.
d.

24,710
0

0

37,500
0

0

£

b.

d.

573
5

9

1,440
10
2

3,000
0

0

£

s.
d.

47,138
0

0

573
5

9

1,440
10
2

60,000
0

0

3,000
0

0

£

s.
d.

48,198
8
10

1,533
6

1

2,000
0

0

3,333
6

8

61,235
10
2

3,484
10
0

Nelson
:— Nelson

Creek

16

466
7

0

466
7

0

30,000
0

0

30,000
0

0

30,466
7

0

Otago
:— Mount

Ida
Arrow Golden

Point Beaumont
and

Tuapeka

Carrick
Range

64 3 20 60 17

44 30 18 20

77
19
0

2,060
9

0

500
0

0

2,138
8

0

500
0

0

40,000
0

0

112
10
0

1,000
0

0

2,000
0

0

5,000
0

0

40,000
0

0

112
10
0

1,000
0

0

2,000
0

0

5,000
0

0

42,138
8

0

612
10
0

1,000
0

0

2,000
0

0

5,000
0

0

Departmental
:—

Salaries,
Travelling,
Adver-

tising,
&c.

602
17
9

235
5

6

838
3

3

838
3

3

Totals

409
0

0

2,206
10
6

3,123
6

9

5,837
6
10
11,576
4

1

44,928
0

0

132,210
0

0

13,126
5
11
190,264
5"
201,840
10
0
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